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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21 [STATE GRANT FOR ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY] 
Encouraging favorable consideration of a state grant application by the 
division of vocational rehabilitation of the Department of Education for 
federal funds to provide assistive technology devices and services.
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TO Representative Johnny Ellis, Chairman
House Health, Education and Social Services Committee

FROM: Senator Bettye Faht

DATE: April 5, 1989

SUBJECT: Senate Joint Resolution 21

•'Encouraging favorable consideration of a state grant 
application by the division of vocational 
rehabilitation of tho Department of Education for 
federal funds to provide assistive technology devices 
and services."

Senate Joint Resolution 21 was introduced on behalf of the 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. By passing the 
resolution, the legislature shows its support for the Division's 
request for a $500,000 grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education. Those funds would be used to establish a program to 
provide disabled Alaskans with the most current "assistive 
technology"— a phrase used to describe technological tools and 
services that help people with disabilities.

Tho grant is 100% federal funds, requiring no state match. Only 
ten grants are being offered to states this year; twenty grants 
will bo available next year, and al] states will be eligible for 
grants in the third year. If the Division is successful in 
obtaining a grant this year, it will automatically be awarded 
another $500,000 grant next year and the following year.

You have in your file a zero fiscal note with a bill analysis 
from the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. If I can provide 
any othor information or answer any questions, please don't 
hesitate to contact mo. I would greatly appreciate your caily 
scheduling and favorable consideration of this ^osolution.
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Fiscal Note
Assistive Technology

-2- Februar^ 1, 1989

Analysis (continued):

of grants under the new Assistive Technology Act of 1988 (Public Law 
100-407). See attached letter.

This fiscal note is being prepared in anticipation of a successful 
grant application. There will be ten (10) grants awarded the first 
year, 1990, with a maximum amount of $500,000 for each successful 
applicant. Twenty (20) grants will be awarded in 11 91 and grants will 
be available to all states in FY 92. The Alaska Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitate on is applying for a first-year grant. If the Division is 
successful in being awarded this grant, there will also be grants 
available in the following two years up to a maximum of $500,000 each 
year. In addition, there are two more succeeding years to reapply for 
continuation funds for a total five-year funding period. All funds 
are 100% federal with no required state march.

To date, the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation has not received a 
grant application. Since the regulations are still being pranulgated, 
we have been notified by Washington, D.C., that we should receive the 
g r a n t  application s o m etime in the middle of April. From our 
discussions with the individuals involved and reading the information 
now available, it is our understanding that the system developed must 
be consmar responsive, statewide and available to individuals of all 
ages with disabilities, with partioilar emphasis on persons who have 
traditionally been underserved. The program would be operated as a 
separate component of DVR directly supervised by the Director's Office 
and would most likely be based in Anchorage. The Division will, of 
course, follow the regulations j s outlined in the grant application. We 
anticipate, however, that the services offered wo u l d  include 
information and referral, functional evaluation, assessment of similar 
benefits, direct services, etc. I would like to emphasize at this time 
that the services provided in this grant are not just for the Division 
of Vocational Rehabilitation's clients but for any client requiring 
this type of service regardless of age or whether they are capable of 
working. Within our budget structure, we would set up a separate 
budget component entitled, "Assistive Technology Devices and Services."

The purposes of the Act are as follows:

1. To provide financial assistance to the states to help each state to 
develop and implement a consumer-responsive statewide program of 
technology-related assistance (TRA) for individuals of all ages 
with disabilities that is designed to:



Fiscal Note
Assistive Technology

-3- February 2, 1989

Analysis (continued):

A. increase aware of needs of individuals with disabilities for 
Assistive technology devices (AID) and assistive technology 
services (ATS)?

B. increase awareness of policies, practices and procedures that 
facilitate or impede the availability of these devices and 
services?

C. increase availability of and funding for ATD and ATS for 
individuals with disabilities?

D. increase awareness and knowledge of the effectiveness of AID 
and ATS among individuals with disabilities, their families, 
public and private agencies that have contact with individuals 
with disabilities (including insurers), employers and other 
appropriate individuals?

E. increase capacity of public and private agencies to provide 
TRA, particularly AID and ATS and to pay for the provision of 
these devices and services?

F. increase coordination and collaboration among state, public and 
private agencies that provide TRA?

G. in :rease the probability that individuals of all ages with 
disabilities will, to the extent appropriate, be able to secure 
and maintain possession of assistive technology devices as such 
individuals make the transition between services offered by 
human service agencies or between settings of daily living.

If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to call.




