


HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

(?)
Date Referred: A p r i l  11, 198.,

Date of C o m m i t t e e  Action: y / j o / e ?

FURTHER REFERRALS:  FINA NCE

The HEALTH. EDUCATION. & S OCIAL SERVICES C o m m i t t e e  considered: SCR 18

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 18
[INHALANT ABUSE]

R e l a t i n g  to i n h a l a n t  abuse.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :
b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h

[ ] the same title
[ ) a new title

h a v e  a t t a c h e d  amendment(s) 

do pass 

do not p a s s  

no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

individual r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  to the Commi t t e e

A D O P T S :

A T T A C H E S  N E W  I I S C A L  NOTE(s):
(Dept)

[ ] fiscal i m p a c t _______________

letter of intent

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)

(Date/Dept)

[ ] zero fiscal n o t e  

[ ] zero w i t h  analysis_

S I G N I N G  DO PASS:

f X 1 zero fiscal notefs)

[ ] zero f n / a n a l y s i s  __________________________



STATE OF ALASKA
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL VERSION: SCR No. 16

PUBLISH DATE: 3 / 3 0 / 8 9

REQUEST:
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale:____________________________

Title: R e l a t i n o  to i nha lan t a b u s e

Sponsor : Bi nk le y ,  e t . a l .____________

kcquesor:________________________________

Agency Affected: H e a l t h  & Social S e r v i c e s 
B R U : Alcohol & Drug Abuse S erv i c e s

Components A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

EXPENDITURESfREVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 ___  0 • L 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 & 0

R E V E N U E e : 0 0 0 0

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)

U E NEKAL F U N D

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 0
nVI V 0 0 0

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIME •x 0 0 0 ’ 0
PART-TIME t ‘ 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y

. .1 ..... 0 0 0 f) _ 0

A N A L Y S I S  : (Anach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared b y ' 

Division :

M a t t h e w  C. rel ix

A l c o h o l i s m  Rru^ Abuse

Approved by Commissioner:
A  • '

P h o n e : ?g6.-.£2QL

Date: ---------------

Date
Agency

Distribution (by preparer ): 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 

Impacted Agencyftes)
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POSITION PAPER 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 18

"A RESOLUTION RELATING TO INHALENT ABUSE"

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  is in fu l l  a g r e e m e n t  
w i t h  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 18. T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  
p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " D r u g - T a k i n g  B e h a v i o r  A m o n g  A l a s a k a n  Y o u t h  - 
1988: A  F o l l o w - U p  S t u d y " ,  p r o v i d e s  d a t a  s h o w i n g  t h a t :  m o r e  A l a s k a n  
y o u t h  h a v e  t r i e d  s u b s t a n c e s  (59.9%) t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  not, a n d  the 
o v e r a l l  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  d r u g  a b u s e  is h i g h e r  t h a n  it was in 1983. 
I n h a l e n t s  s h o w  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e  in l i f e t i m e  p r e v e l e n c e  for 
e x p e r i e n c e  s i n c e  1983, a m o n g  i l l i c i t  d r u g s .

It is g e n e r a l l y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n h a l e n t  u s e r s  t e n d  t o  b e  y o u n g e r  t h a n  
m o s t  o t h e r  d r u g  u s e r s  (ages 12-17) b e c a u s e  i n h a l e n t s  a r e  i n e x p e n s i v e  
(often f r e e  s i n c e  i n h a l e n t s  m a y  b e  f o u n d  in m a n y  h o u s e h o l d  i t e m s ) , 
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  i n d u c e  an i n t e n s e ,  a l t e r e d  s t a t e  o f  
c o n c i o u s n e s s . O l d e r  y o u t h  m a y  u s e  i n h a l e n t s  as a s u b s t i t u t e  for o t h e r  
d r u g s  w h e n  t h e s e  •'ngs a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .

A c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  s u r v e y s  a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  it is b e c o m i n g  
e v i d e n t  t h a t  l i f e t i m e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  i n h a l e n t  u s a g e  is i n c r e a s i n g .  
N a t i o n a l  d a t a  s h o w s  an i n c r e a s e  f r o m  13.6 % in 1983 t o  17 . 0  % in 1987. 
S t u d e n t  s u r v e y s  m a y  u n d e r - r e p o r t  p r e v a l e n c e ,  s i n c e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l  d r o p o u t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  c h r o n i c a l l y  i n h a l e n t  
i n v o l v e d .  S u b - p o p u l a t i o n s  s u c h  as t h e s e  m a y  h a v e  a h i g h e r  l i f e t i m e  
p r e v a l e n c e  o f  use. A  s t u d y  b y  B e a u v a i s ,  O e t t i n g  a n d  E d w a r d s  (1985) 
f o u n d  t h a t  b y  a g e  12 n e a r l y  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  I n d i a n  y o u t h  h a d  u s e d  
i n h a l e n t s .  L i f e t i m e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  i n h a l e n t  u s e  b y  7 t h  g r a d e s  in 
T e x a s  w a s  28 %.

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  A l c o h o l i s m  a n d  D r u g  A b u s e  is f u l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  th i s  
r e s o l u t i o n  b e c a u s e :

—  t h e  o v e r a l l  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  d r u g  u s a g e  a m o n g  A l a s k a n  y o u t h  has 
b e e n  i n c r e a s i n g  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  5 years;

—  s i n c e  1983, i n h a l e n t s  h a v e  h a d  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n c r e a s e  in 
l i f e t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e  a m o n g  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  a g e  y o u t h  o f  all 
i l l i c i t  dru g s ;

—  p e r s o n s  w h o  u s e  i n h a l e n t s  t e n d  to b e  y o u n g e r  t h a n  o t h e r  users; 
a n d

-- i n h a l e n t s  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  t o x i c  o f  all d r u g s  and 
c a n  c a u s e  i r r e v e r s i b l e  b r a i n  d a m a g e  o r  d e a t n .
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C. Felix, Coordinator 
Office of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse

Recommended by

Date
! W S b .

/

/ g y

Approved by:

Myra Mu Munson, Commissioner 
Department of Health and Social 
Services

D a t e :
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