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STATJE OF A LA S KA
CPPICE or THE GOVERNOR
JDNEAU

January 9, 1939

The Honorable Tim Kelly
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Kelly:

Under”™ the authority of art. 1I1l, sec. 18, of the Alaska
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to child
custody determinations.

This bill, recommended by the Council on Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault, 1in the Department of Public Safety,
requires that 1instances of domestic violence, child abuse,
and child neglect be taken 1into consideration in making
child custody determinations. Current law requires that the
court consider only ™"a history of violence between the
parents,” and then only when awarding shared custody.
AS 25.20.090(8). There 1i1s no similar requirement that
domestic violence be considered under AS 25.24_.150 in other
custody determinations, nor is there any requirement under
either statute that instances of child abuse and neglect be
reviewed by the court. Although most judges would be likely
to receive such 1information iInto evidence as a matter of
discretion, this bill requires the court to specifically
focus on these factors. The bill also makes AS 25.24.150
more consistent with AS 25.20.QU0 by allowing courts to
consider other pertinent infonndticun.

I urge your fTavorable and prompt actionyorf*this measure.

\ ASincerely

Igjyeve Cisspdr
"Governor
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