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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND

IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 7 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Actentitled: "An Act relating to free tuition for a spouse or
dependent of <certain Alaska militia members; and
providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THELEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS14.43 is amended by adding a new section to article 3
to read:
Sec. 14.43.085. FREE TUITION AND FEES FOR A SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT
OF ALASKA MILITIA MEMBERS. A person enrolled as a student 1in good
standing in the state university system, is entitled to attend without
payment of tuition and fees, if the person was the spouse or dependent
child of a member of the Alaska National Guard or Alaska Naval Militia
who died while in the line of duty for the state or federal govern—
ment. In this section
(&) "dependent child"™ means a person who is less than 23
years of age, who was a dependent of a member rr the AlaskaNational
Guard or AlaskaNaval Militia at the time of the member®s death, and
who 1s
(A) the member®s natural or adopted child;
(B) a child in relation to whom the deceased Alaska
National Guard or Alaska Naval Militia member acted as a parent
for at least one year before the member®s death;
(C) the member®s stepchild; or
(D) the member®s acknowledged illegitimate child;
(2) "line of duty”™ has the meaning given under federal law.
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\ ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD
OFFICER™S ASSOCIATION
200 W. 34th Street, Suite 727
Anchorage, Aiasiza 99503

28 November 1933

2. DECEASED-MEMEER DEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS FOR ALASKA NATIONAL
GUARD MEMBERS

A.  PROPOSAL: This proposal would enact legislation to provide free
tuition and fees at State institutions of higher learning, up to a
baccalaureate degree, for the dependents of Alaska National Guard members

who die in the line of duty.

3. DISCUSSION: Members of the Alaska National Guard, who die in the line

of duty, have made the highest sacrifice. This initiative would show the
State®s appr*. .lation for that sacrifice.

Currently, there is no free tuition and fees for the survivors of
Alaska National Guard members killed in the line of duty. There are
several deaths per year among the approximately 4000 Alaska National Guard
Personnel. Few deaths have historically occured in the line of duty.

Members of the Alaska National Guard (approximately 4000) and
their spouses (approximately 3000) support this initiative. Also, the
Alaska Public Safety Commissioned Officers support this initiative and

would like it extended to them.

C. COST: The cost is unknown. Tuition and fees, an Alaska State
institution of higher learning, total 51467/year. Total cost could be
55863/dependent, based on an average or four years spent on a bachelor®s

degree.

D. PRECEDENTS:

ALA2AKA: Offers educational benefits fcr survivors of members killed or

disabled in the line of duty.

ALASKA: Offers up to 57500 plus Workmen®s Ccnp; 5750 burial allowance,

COLORADO: Offers free State Tuition for dependents if member killed or
disabled on active duty.

MARYLAND:  Offers higher education assistance for dependents of members
killed or disabled on active duty.

NEBRASKA:  Offers spouse and children tuit.nn in State schools if

enlisted member dies a. active dutv.

SOUTH DAKCTA: Offers tree turner, it Kite ccileoe for widows or children
(under 251 =zt inv Guard member who dies or is totally disabled while .

eactive dutv.



TEXAS: Offers free tuition at State schools for orphans of Guardsmen
killed in line of duty.

WYOMING: Offers free tuition in State for dependents of Guardsmen killed
or permanently disabled while on active duty.



