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The H o n o ra b le  T im K e l l y  
P r e s i d e n t o f  th e  Sena te 
A la s k a  S ta t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O . Box V 
Juneau , AK 99811

Dear M r. P r e s i d e n t :

Unde r th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c . 18, o f  th e  A la s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  expands th e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  i n  AS 1 8 .2 3 .0 7 0 ( 5 ) t o  
in c lu d e  c om m it te e s e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  H e a l t h  
and S o c ia l S e r v i c e s  t o  r e v ie w  c e r t a i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  i s s u e s .

AS 18 .2 3 p r o v i d e s  v a r i o u s  p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  r e v ie w  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s  s e t up to  e v a lu a t e  and im p ro v e h e a l t h  c a r e . F i r s t ,  
i t  f a c i l i t a t e s  a c ce s s t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  needed f o r  r e v ie w s  by 
l i m i t i n g  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  p e rs o n s p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  th e  
re v ie w  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Second , i t  e n co u ra g e s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  th e r e v ie w  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b y l i m i t i n g  th e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  members i n  p e r f o rm in g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  i n  th e  r e v ie w  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h i r d ,  by s t r i c t l y  l i m i t i n g  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  
re c o r d s  and p r o c e e d in g s , i t  e n co u ra g e s th e r e v ie w  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n s  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  f u l l y  and fo rm  c o n c lu s i o n s .

AS 1 8 .2 3 .0 7 0 ( 5 ) d e f i n e s  " r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  as (1) one 
s e t up by a h o s p i t a l ,  c l i n i c ,  m e d ic a l a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r o t h e r  
p r i v a t e l y  fo rm ed h e a l t h - c a r e - r e l a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  (2) 
th e S ta t e  M e d ic a l B oa rd . T h u s , even th o u g h a m a jo r r o l e  o f  
th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  H e a l t h  and S o c ia l S e r v i c e s  i s  s e t t i n g  
s ta n d a r d s  and c o n d u c t in g  re v ie w s  o f  m e d ic a l and h e a l t h  
p r a c t i c e s ,  a r e v ie w  c om m it te e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  d e p a r tm e n t 
c a n n o t b e n e f i t  f rom  th e  p r o t e c t i o n s  i n  AS 1 8 .2 3 .

T he re a re  now t h r e e  r e v ie w  c om m it te e s e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  
c om m is s io n e r o f  h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w ou ld bene ­
f i t  f rom  th e  p ro p o se d amendment. The M a te r n a l and I n f a n t  
M o r t a l i t y  Rev iew C omm it te e (MIMR) i s  a d d r e s s in g  A la s k a ' s  
i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e .  A l a s k a ' s  r a t e  o f  5 .9  i n f a n t  d e a th s  
p e r 1 ,0 0 0 l i v e  b i r t h s  i s  f a r  a lo v e  th e  n a t i o n a l a v e ra g e o f  
3 .7 p e r 1 ,0 0 0 l i v e  b i r t h s .  The d e p a r tm e n t ' s  o b j e c t i v e  f o r  
th e  re v ie w  c om m it te e  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  causes o f  i n f a n t
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m o r t a l i t y  and is s u e  re comm enda t io n s t o  p r o v i d e r s  and th e  
d e p a r tm e n t w h ic h w i l l  h e lp  re d u ce A la s k a ' s  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  
r a t e .  The Sudden I n f a n t  D ea th Syndrome (SIDS) Rev iew Com­
m i t t e e  w i l l  w o rk w i t h  th e MIMR and a d d re s s th e  h ig h  p r o p o r ­
t i o n  o f  i n f a n t  d e a th s  t h a t  a re  d ia g n o s e d  as SIDS. The 
Trauma Rev iew C omm it te e w i l l  a d d re s s th e  q u a l i t y  o f  tra um a 
t r e a tm e n t and p r e v e n t i o n  p ro g ram s i n  th e  s t a t e .

Because th e s e c om m it te e s a re  n o t c u r r e n t l y  c o v e re d by 
AS 1 8 .2 3 , t h e i r  p ro c e e d in g s  m ig h t be d i s c o v e r a b le  i n  l e g a l 
a c t i o n s .  The c a n d id  d e l i b e r a t i o n  and c o n c lu s io n s  by 
members o f  th e s e c om m it te e s a re  hampered by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  members w o u ld be subpoenaed t o  t e s t i f y  
r e g a r d i n g  th o s e  c o n c lu s io n s  i n  l e g a l a c t i o n s  such as 
m a lp r a c t i c e  c a s e s .

I n  o r d e r  t o  a s s i s t  th e s e  
t h e i r  im p o r t a n t g o a l s ,  I  
a c t i o n  on t h i s  b i l l .

t e e s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t 
p rom p t and f a v o r a b l e
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