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April 17, 1989
MVCRA\DUM

TO:  REPRESENTATIVE
FROM SENATOR FRED F. ZHARCFF
RE 8B 172, extending the Special Education Services Agency

I ctfyll h Il 172
SR he terminatin tafs O I Specal Edutation Services Agéiey” **

gESA %rlqw(?esresg eucat Qa seeawi:nes hehraorue Hreacnerser}/slces . f
Tcatlon offere a]rouuq §c9h ?] cif 1S r?f ”§'Esi\p Ilso
delivers instructiona ppor rammg for school personne

The contlnuatlon of has received a great deal of support from many areas
P the state. | have enclosed copies of’11 Hese letters forpyeour perusmfly

D ¢ e R sk 02

SE& 17 JJaB the Sefa% HESS Connl%tee with a Lftter 0f Intent stlgulatin
ﬁ ep aerent of_ Education perform aB annua rev%ew of ﬂke agency an
g]ﬁde hrgcganemgg ations. This Is fully acceptable to myself, the other Sponsors,

This will Bﬁ SESA'S Iai ear .in oPera bqn unless we act this session to
extend 1t. Please schedule this important bill at your earllest convenience.

Thank you for your time and attention in this matter.



State of Alaska Bill Version: sb 172

1989 Legislative Session Publish Date: 4/12/89
REQUEST:

Revision Date: Bﬁﬁncy: Dept, of Education

TITLE! Extending termination K-12 Support

date of Spec.Ed.Service Agency »

SPONSOR: Zharoff, Duncan et al COMPONENTS: Schools for the Handicapp
REQUESTOR: Senate Finance

“OBERATNGS " VeR Ry FBTOTR L RS fyoT FY o4

Pers .Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land/Build.
Grants/Clainms
Miscellaneous

"TOTAL 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.42 . 1,4R

'CAPITAL
| REVENLE

1,42 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.42

Funding: (Thousands of Dollars)

General Funds 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.42
Federal Funds

TOTAL 142 e 142 112 |2
Positions:

Furlr-Time

Part-Time
Temporary

Phone No.: 465-4821



STATE OF ALASKA BELL VERSION: JL1

1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:
REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
Revision Date: Agency Affected: 'mi~C3Cicr.

Title : Extending The Termination Dafe of BRU © U~1- Suonort
The Special Education Service Agency
Sponsor: Zharoff, Duncan, et.nl. Components - Schools for the Handicapped

Requestor: Zharof f

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -n- -N- -n- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -3 -
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : fAttach a separate page if necessary)

Formula funding of SESA is included within the Department's operating
budget request within the component "Schools for the Handicapped.”

Prepared by :  Marv Hakala ohone: 4851500
Division : Commissionerls Dales TTTCTT
. Demmert Date: 2/1i *9

Approved by Commissioner
Agemey+  Education/r

Distnbuuon (by preparer)(

Legislative Finance

Legislauve Sponsor

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ies) pege of
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Senate Committee on

J)ealtlj, Ctmeation anti Social &crbices
Letter of Intent SB 172

It is the intent of the Alaska State Legislature that the
Department of Education evaluate the efficiency and services
provided by the Special Education Services Agency during the
interim and report back to the Legislature no later than the

fifteenth day of the second session of the 16th Alaska
Legislature. It is further the intent of the Legislature that

the Department include in its report recommendations for the
improvement fo the operation and financial support of the

Agency.



Box 945
Wrangell, AK 99929
March 27, 1989

Alaska Scare Senate
Box V
Juneau, AK 99&J1

Dear Senator Zharoff

Thank you for your support of the Special Education Service Agency (SESA).
It is, in ay opinion, vital chat SESA continue iIn its present capacity.
Saall schools such as Wrangell sicply cannot have a special education staff
well-equipped to deal with the full range of handicapping conditions. SESA
staff acrbers provide us with excellent, up-to-date information and techni-
ques to put to use iIn our classrooss.

Thank you for your efforts.

Yours truly

Madelyn A. Stella
4-n Resource teacher
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March 29. 1989

Be(gatgo F\)ad Zharoff

Juneau, Alaska 99911
Dear Senator Zharoff:

As the su erln ent of a school djstrict whic celv S servmes
fron the emi %catlon gerwce genc (@@M WIS to corrend
you for your e orts to maintain this ag

SR el S s .0,
EX erf I

IS ange o0 han lcappl condition
A A

Please continue your sunport.
Sincerely,

Superintendent

*({+13 *13 o* sCl'-att* »U3C a'CS C« ¥S0 - i-«, k «qcil



ShPficj'mft t-ct'ili. (i-cccl
£C.~ScK IlaJ.t
k\'Cl I—Ki tlci &k? €€9J.4
IV'TV1D 2.1-\C t"h
PCaaCin V
Jan N pla O Sn
>XMHr s/.n cP Q8 i,
ADL Vi Cke<el  TIC*  To wm% Th«*-£* 3 S
Ew” s s T2, Seine t D,iT
U-< ~NTi. > mt-c<vn- ioi t c_ 4+ hr-—>4- ¢ n\ c3l
p«Uvi lam O p*Cpit t VAR >4 T o - C,
3c ™ ST Hfrrt  AM-Ciliol. ro-ri=>U 4'\-j bE*-*<-1) o€ -F
dz "TACHTI «iI“ . C(iac w "Tr Tii<_ m <sy4™>
AW A\~<Lcj FIEF"Z~ “* I~ D* iiet- 9 (z-fTi I1CIL%0 ->cT
u hiC.U Hi»»v* PAS Giws £ U c4 ™Mu'ch % »x TH* -ol
ce D.FRg~. (&d £pfi.ivc.l  sc.\r\oc L, IV- £lc., UoVmc—K
ATn.T-c  »*Au.VT pcT~ pro lotbh. 1111 ACrt. 1I$ ct>- frr?2/
lov> Ca»* r ~ c3,u ot p°r 4yr> tVrAcCcr twt ~clT<r
pet.tci oc* T S 6TRHATV- tw 5/
G- SWTT>a™ Bi. P/kr-r-1 5.. 6tv. Can p~™/ "V.,"
I b™ < «.r 1™WwTiiun 4- bE€T ~TlHb
. Ctwicv " Tcp « Lcr N p<IN>C~. N bac Ih«ax R *TAe
A>Tl Ctla cwhee'me' 1 R
—e0p T.* ™MX 1 cV ™Vt brc.Tv.  Alucll
VU<>™» KN S Clhvc< "Titw» L It™F  pwi pit 7 /Aj.vc]

N ¢ N VaCd M >*C C>)x”™ Atl

£"1Sa< T>% b'"Tts

—4 Ccamt Iii.

r.irt"kMCtA

hilr.!

UUs( ® n tAic/tF
J

c.» > Tilti Ow» 0

CH<*i tr) W' cfat/i "cr.c



March 27, 1989

Senator Zharoff
P.O. Box VWV, Room 121
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator:

I an pleased to write to you about the Special Education Services
Agency (SESA) based i1n Anchorage.

We became aware of SESA iIn September of 1985 when our daughter,
Gwen, became 1involved as a participant of SESA services in the

Ketchikan Gateway Schr”™l District. At that time, she was
interviewed and loaned the appropriate visual aids to benefit her
in the classroom. SESA has been very adamant about sending us

reports following their visits with her in the classroom.

The current representative, Bill Mclver, 1is very conscientious and
works hard to make sure Gwen has the proper tools to use iIn the
classroom. He has also made provisions for her to attend a summer
camp for blind and low vision children held in Anchorage the last

two years.

I feel fortunate that Gwen has had this assistance through her
elementary years and now in the junior high period of her life.
She has been and i1s aware of her handicap and copes extremely well

in her daily activities.

Your efforts 1iIn sustaining further funding for SESA to continue
will be most appreciated by Gwen and all other students who benefit

from their assistance.

Thank you for your time and consideration given to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth G. & Mary Sue Wright
P.O. Box 9188
Ketchikan, AK 99901
Parents of: Gwen K. Wright
7th Grade
Schoenbar Tunior High



March 22, 1989

Senator Paul Fisher
Senator Zharoff
Senator Llovd Jones
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senators,

My husband Ken and 1 have lived in Wrangell, AK for the
past five years and intend to continue to make it our permanent
home. We own and operate a yacht based sport fishing business.
Part of the reason we will continue to live here is due to
the consistent services of the "Special Education Service
Agency"™ SESA which provides the necessary services for our
five year old daughter Joy who"was born with Down Syndrome.

Joy will be mainstreamed into the regular kindergarden in
the fall of "89. She has made much progress largely due to
the services provided by SESA, however she will continue to
require such specialized services iIn order to attain her Tull
potential and become a productive asset to our society.

We are in favor of Senator Zharoff"s bill to drop the review
provision and make the agency a permanent one.

The costs to provide these services to handicapped youngsters
particularly in these early years when they benefit the most
from theny will, iIn the long run cost the state far less than
attempting to impart the same training at an older age.

With the aid of SESA and other like agencies, my daughter and
many other handicapped youngsters can and will become productive
citizens of our society. Please, lets help them attain that ~
status In our society and the necessary self esteem to do so.
We owe i1t to ourselves and the handicapped are no less deserving.

Thank you for considering our heartfelt request to continue
to fund such vitally necessary services as SESA.

Sincerely,

Toni & Ken Wyr._fck

Angling Adventures
P.0. Box 2027
Wrangell, Alaska 99929

1907) 874-3084
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2330 Nidc cStreet Karen Ward, Ed.D.
Adorage, A$ BEB-ABH Executive Director

March 20, 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff
P.0. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 9SS11

Dear Senator Zharoff,

| am writing on behalf of the Specialized Education and Training Services, Inc.
(ASETS) in support of SB 172 to continue the Special Education Service Agency.

It is imperative that Alaska continues to provide special education services to
low incidence handicapped children in their home communities.  For many
yc -rs, children with handicapping conditions were sent outside and later to
urban areas to receive services., ASETS is a private non-profit agency in
Anchorage which provides residential and vocational services for adults with
developmental disabilities and severe mental illness.  We serve many adults
who were displaced from their communities years agodueto lack of services
in rural Alaska. Many of these individuals have little or no contact with their
families or culture.  Agencies such as the Special Education Service Agency
bridge the gap for children with wvere handicaps  urural Alaska. Today,
children with disabilities arc more likely to .main intheir home communi-
ties with famil'cs and friends who care and receive appropriate services.

The Special Education Service Agency helfascoordinate ~services in rural
Alaska and will be instrumental in tnt development of services for these chil-
dren  when they reach adulthood in rural Alaska.

ASETS supports SB 172 wholeheartedly.

Sinccrelvy

Karen M. Ward. Ed.D.
Executive Director

cc. Senator Paul Fischer

Business Service and Hurran Ser.,ce Go Hand in Hand
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University of A laska A nchorage

211 Aoacae Drine
Adrorage, Aledka 9508
§
larch 3, 1939 SCHOOL OF EDUCATION™
1907) 760771
VAX I AYSOE
FAX: 735-1747)

nato"- Fred 2narc*f
Capitol Room 121

P. 0. 3ox V

Juneau Alaska 99611

Dear Senator Zharoff:

This letter of suDDort is written on behalf of the SDecial Education Services
Agency (SESA). My extensive exDerience with SESA has been centered around two
exoeriences. The first was as a service provider (Infant Learning Teacher) in
Nome from 1981-1964 and currently as a professor for the Special Education
oroqram located at the University of Alaska Anchorage.

As a IIP teacher, the assistance SESA provided was invaluable. SESA provides
technical assistance and training for rural professionals working with children
who experience a low incidence handicaoping condition. SESA staff assist rural
professionals with 1identification, assessment, program planning, and training to
carry out the child"s individual program. There were numerous occasions when |
do not know what I would have done if SESA staff were not available to provide

this service.

SESA provides this valuable service <“free of charge® to its constituents. Rural

school districts and Infant Learning Programs would be unable to provide these
services if SESA were not aval ®ole and agencies needed to contract with private
providers. We are all aware of the many problems rural programs face. SESA is
an excellent way to assist programs 1in providing quality individual services to
handicapped children and their families.

As a professor at "JAA, | have utilized SESA staff in a variety of ways. SESA
staff have acted as consultants (aqain “free of charge®) ;n planning our rural
distance delivery p«-ooram. SESA staff have produced training videotapes around
the issue of provioing services to children with low incidence handicapping
conditions. The tares have been very well received by our graduate students.

I stronqlv support the continuation f SESA funding. They are providing a
service no one else provides that the state rural professionals could not live
without. As with many aoencies. SESA could utilize more staff and reach even
more children and their families. They are number one in my book: they not only

promise services--thev delivery.

Sincerely,

.ebra Veit. P*0.
Assistant Professor
Special Education Program
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Dear Senator Znaroff:

\/Tvgﬁl dGé)S/r?tW\%re sth%ogrﬂ) '||aIfOE dtu %noH ng a/nged and G|fted supports SBL72 which

Ve feel ad data. show tha the agenc Iays a\% |m ortan role in rn]akmg
sure qua ey Sn%mlasl educa n ser%ce va|Ia % ur CI| ren wit
most severe’ disabilities no matter wnere t IVe 1IN Alaska.

¥)§ aIsohneased that SESA has. Reen abIe to secure federal grants of about
q 8 a/ea for grohedcts Ich_Im rov? S emaf equcation. ﬁervmea In gen-
provige lraipin ther opportunities to teachers, aides, and cormmu-
n|y agen y personnel.
e |ze%[ o a“ﬁ FiFASPOTRANS Lanies R OBRSY SRR oS
SDRGOT AIStricts” whicl Serve them
Endorsement . of I\ neil, th N
reec ordo Seso&am(n fc¥heb%cnogl lgoajr s a st §|ats|toante ?j ducg ‘{
ucat|on a ‘show how muc ased Su por here |s
Thank you very much for your leadership in introducing this legislation.

Sincerely

Council” Chairperson
ntg

140



ALASKA ASSOCIATION FOR

ADMINISTRATORS
OF

SPECIAL EDUCATION

P.0. BOX 196614
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA  99519-6614
269-2294

March 2, 1989

The Honorable Fred F. '..horoff
P.0. Box VLMS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Zhoroff:

| am writing this letter as President of the Alaska Associa‘ion of
Administrators of Special Education (AAASE) in support of the continuation of
the Special Education Service Agency (SESA). At our fall conference, our
organization voted unanimously to support the continuation of SESA.  The
administrators of special education arc very supportive and appreciative of
the scope and quality of services SESA provides to our low incidence
handicapped students tlroughout the State of Alaska.  Without these valuable
services many of our rural hmdicappcd students would not bhe able to remain
in their home communities.

If you need any additional information regarding this very important Special
Education issue please feel free to call my office at 269-2294.

Sincerely,

James L. Rich. Executive Director
Special Education
Anchorage School District

President
Alaska Association of Administrators for
Special Education

cc: Mike Malone. Executive Director
Communication, Planning & Development
Anchorage School District

AAASE Board Members





