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RE: SB 172, extending the Special Education Services Agency

I respec t fu l ly  reouest a committee hearing on Senate Bill 172, an act 
extending the termination date of the Special Education Services Agency.
SESA provides special education services through outreach services to the 
deaf, bl ind, retarded and handicapped in the areas where there is no special 
education offered through the school or the school d i s t r i c t .  SESA also 
del ivers ins t ruc t iona l support and t ra in ing for school personnel.
The continuation of SESA has received a great deal of support from many areas 
of the s ta t e .  I have enclosed copies of these l e t t e r s  for your perusal.
Although the measure has a 'zero ' f i sca l  note, S I .42 mill ion dollars has been 
included in the Department of Education's budget under the Schools for the 
Handicapped component.
SB 172 passed the Senate HESS Connittee with a Letter of Intent s t ipu la t ing 
tha t the Department of Education perform an annual review of the agency and 
make recommendations. This is fu l ly  acceptable to myself, the other sponsors, 
and the agency.
This will be SESA's la s t  year in operation unless we ac t  th is  session to 
extend i t .  Please schedule this important b i l l  a t  your e a r l i e s t  convenience.

April 17, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO: REPRESENTATIVE
FROM: SENATOR FRED F. ZHAROFF

Thank you for your time and a t ten t ion in th is  matter .
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Letter of Intent SB 172

It is the intent of the Alaska State Legislature that the 
Department of Education evaluate the efficiency and services 
provided by the Special Education Services Agency during the 
interim and report back to the Legislature no later than the 
fifteenth day of the second session of the 16th Alaska 
Legislature. It is further the intent of the Legislature that 
the Department include in its report recommendations for the 
improvement fo the operation and financial support of the 
Agency.



Box 945
Wrangell, AK 99929 

March 27, 1989

Alaska Scare Senate 

Box V

Juneau, AK 99&J1 

Dear Senator Zharoff

Thank you for your support of the Special Education Service Agency (SESA). 

It is, in ay opinion, vital chat SESA continue in its present capacity. 

Saall schools such as Wrangell sicply cannot have a special education staff 

well-equipped to deal with the full range of handicapping conditions. SESA 

staff acrbers provide us with excellent, up-to-date information and techni­

ques to put to use in our classrooss.

Thank you for your efforts.

Yours truly

Madelyn A. Stella 

4-n Resource teacher
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March 29. 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99911 
Dear Senator Zharoff:

As the superintendent of a school d i s t r i c t  which receives services 
fron the Special Education Service Agency (SESA). ! wish to corrend 
you for your e f fo r t s  to maintain th is  agency.
SESA provides ’•uch-needed support and exper t ise to our special 
education s t a f f .  I t  is simply not possible for e small s ta f f  
to have expert ise in the fu l l  range of handicapping condit ions.
The SESA people bring us excel lent ,  up-to-date information and 
techniques with which we would not otherwise be famil ia r .
Please continue your sunport.
Sincerely,

Superintendent

* ( { • 1 3  * 13  • *  s C I ' - a t t *  » U 3 C  a ' C S  C« * SO -  i - « ,  k « q c i I
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-i *4Cca mt lii . r.irt^kMCtA



March  2 7 ,  1 9 8 9

Senator Zharoff 
P.O. Box \7, Room 121 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator:

I am pleased to write to you about the Special Education Services 
Agency (SESA) based in Anchorage.

We became aware of SESA in September of 1985 when our daughter, 
Gwen, became involved as a participant of SESA services in the 
Ketchikan Gateway Schr^l District. At that time, she was
interviewed and loaned the appropriate visual aids to benefit her 
in the classroom. SESA has been very adamant about sending us 
reports following their visits with her in the classroom.

The current representative, Bill Mclver, is very conscientious and 
works hard to make sure Gwen has the proper tools to use in the 
classroom. He has also made provisions for her to attend a summer 
camp for blind and low vision children held in Anchorage the last 
two years.

I feel fortunate that Gwen has had this assistance through her 
elementary years and now in the junior high period of her life. 
She has been and is aware of her handicap and copes extremely well 
in her daily activities.

Your efforts in sustaining further funding for SESA to continue 
will be most appreciated by Gwen and all other students who benefit 
from their assistance.

Thank you for your time and consideration given to this matter. 

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth G. & Mary Sue Wright 
P.O. Box 9<188 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Parents of: Gwen K. Wright

7th Grade
Schoenbar Tunior High



M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 9

Senator Paul Fisher 
Senator Zharoff 
Senator Llovd Jones 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senators,

My husband Ken and I have lived in Wrangell, AK for the 
past five years and intend to continue to make it our permanent 
home. We own and operate a yacht based sport fishing business. 
Part of the reason we will continue to live here is due to 
the consistent services of the "Special Education Service 
Agency" SESA which provides the necessary services for our 
five year old daughter Joy who'was born with Down Syndrome.

Joy will be mainstreamed into the regular kindergarden in 
the fall of '89. She has made much progress largely due to 
the services provided by SESA, however she will continue to 
require such specialized services in order to attain her full 
potential and become a productive asset to our society.

We are in favor of Senator Zharoff's bill to drop the review 
provision and make the agency a permanent one.

The costs to provide these services to handicapped youngsters 
particularly in these early years when they benefit the most 
from theny will, in the long run cost the state far less than 
attempting to impart the same training at an older age.
With the aid of SESA and other like agencies, my daughter and 
many other handicapped youngsters can and will become productive 
citizens of our society. Please, lets help them attain that ~ 
status in our society and the necessary self esteem to do so.
We owe it to ourselves and the handicapped are no less deserving.

Thank you for considering our heartfelt request to continue 
to fund such vitally necessary services as SESA.

Sincerely,

Toni & Ken Wyr.fck 

Angling Adventures
P.O. Box 2027 
Wrangell, Alaska 99929
P.O. Box 2027

1 9 0 7 )  8 7 4 - 3 0 8 4
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Alaska Specialized Education and Training Services, Inc. 
A Non-profit Alaskan Corporation

2330 Nichc'c Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508-3495 
(907) 279-6617

Karen Ward, Ed.D.
Executive Director

M arch  2 0 ,  1 9 8 9

S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
P .O . B o x  V
Juneau , A la s k a  9S S 11 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f ,

I am w r i t in g  on  b e h a l f  o f  the S p e c ia l i z e d  E du c a t io n  and T r a in in g  S e rv ic e s ,  Inc.
(A S E T S )  in suppo r t  o f  S B  1 72  to con t inue  the Sp ec ia l  E duca t io n  S e rv ic e  Agency .

It is im p e ra t i v e  that A la s k a  c o n t in u e s  to p r o v id e  s p e c ia l  e du ca t io n  s e rv ic e s  to 
l o w  in c id e n c e  h an d ic a p p ed  c h i ld r e n  in th e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  F o r  m any  
yc -.rs, c h i ld r e n  w ith  h a n d ic a p p in g  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  sen t o u t s id e  and la te r  to 
u rb an  a re a s  to  r e c e iv e  s e r v ic e s .  A S E T S  is a p r i v a t e  n o n - p r o f i t  ag en cy  in
A n c h o ra g e  w h ic h  p r o v id e s  r e s id e n t ia l  and v o c a t i o n a l  s e r v ic e s  f o r  a d u lt s  w ith  
d e v e lo p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and s e v e r e  m en ta l  i l l n e s s .  W e  s e rv e  m an y  adu lts  
w ho  w e re  d is p la c e d  f r om  th e i r  c om m un i t ie s  y e a r s  ago  du e  to la c k  o f  s e rv ic e s
in ru ra l  A la s k a .  M a n y  o f  these in d iv id u a ls  have  l i t t le  o r  n o  con tac t w ith the ir
f a m i l i e s  o r  c u l tu re .  A g e n c ie s  su ch  as the S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n  S e r v i c e  A gency  
b r id g e  the  g ap  f o r  c h i ld r e n  w ith  ;v c r c  h a n d ic a p s  u ru ra l  A la s k a .  T o d a y ,
c h i ld r e n  w ith  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a rc  m o re  l i k e l y  to  .’ m a in  in t h e i r  h om e  c o m m u n i ­
t ies w i th  f a m i l ’ cs and f r ie n d s  w h o  ca re  and re c e iv e  a p p ro p r ia te  s e rv ic e s .

T h e  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  h e lp s  c o o r d i n a t e  s e r v i c e s  in ru ra l
A la s k a  and  w i l l  be in s t rum en ta l  in t n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  s e rv ic e s  f o r  these c h i l ­
d ren  when  they  reach  a d u l t h o o d  in ru ra l  A la s k a .

A S E T S  suppo r ts  S B  1 7 2  w h o le h e a r te d ly .

S in c c re lv ,✓ w

Ka ren  M . W a rd .  E d .D . 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

cc . S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r

Business Service and Hurran S e r. ,ce Go Hand in Hand
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U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e

5211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

‘•larch 3, 1939 SCHOOL OF EDUCATION* 
1907) 736-1771 
VAX ID: AYSOE 
FAX: 736-174')

’̂nato'- Fred 2narc* f 

Capitol Room  121 

P. 0. 3ox V 

Juneau A l a s k a  99611

Dear S e na to r  Zharoff:

This letter of suDDort is w r i tte n on behalf of the SDecial E du ca tio n Services 

A q e n c y  (SESA). M y  ex te n s i v e e x D e r i e n c e  with  SE SA  has been c entered around two 

e xo eri en c e s .  The first was as a se r v i c e  p r o v i d e r  (Infant Le ar ni n g  Teacher) in 

Nome from 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 6 4  and c u r r e n t ly  as a p r o f e s s o r  for the Special E d u cati on  

o r o q r a m locate d at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alask a A nc ho r a g e .

As a IIP teacher, the a ss is t a n c e  SE S A  p r o v i d e d  was invaluable. SESA provides 

technical a s s i s t a n c e  and tra ining for rural p r o f e s s i o n a l s  wo rk in g  with chi ldren 

who e x p e r i e n c e  a low i ncidence h a n d i c a o p i n g  c on di ti o n .  S ESA staff assist rural 

pr of es s i o n a l s  with id ent ification, ass es sm e n t ,  pr o g r a m plan nin g, and training to 

c a r r y  out the chil d's  individual program. T h e r e  w e r e n um e r o u s occ asi ons  when I 

do not kn o w  what I w ou ld  have done if SESA s ta ff  we re  not av ai l a b l e to provide 

this service.

SESA pro v i d e s this val u a b le  s e r vi ce  'free of charge' to its const itu ent s. Rural 

school di s t r i ct s and Infant L e a r n i n g  Pro gra ms w o u l d  be u n a b l e  to provid e these 

servic es if S ESA w e r e  not a v a i’eol e and a ge nc i e s  neede d to con tra ct with p ri va t e  

provid ers . W e  are all aware of the m a n y  p ro bl e m s  rural pro gra ms face. SESA is 

an e xc el len t w a y  to assist pro g r am s in p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  individual services to 

h an d i c a p p e d  c h i ld re n  and their families.

As a p r o f e s s or  at 'JAA, I have u t il i z e d  SESA s t aff  in a v a r i e t y  of ways. SESA 

s taff have acted as c on s u l t an ts  (aqain 'free of ch arg e')  ;n p l an ni n g  our rural 

di st an c e  d e l i v e r y  p«-ooram. SESA s taff  have p r o d u c e d  t rai n i n g  video tap es around 

the issue of p r o v i o i n q  services to ch ildren w i t h  low inc ide nce  h a n d i c a pp in g  

cond itions. The tares have been v e r y  well r e c e i v e d  by o ur gra dua te students.

I s t r o n q lv  s u p p o r t  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  f SESA fu ndi nq.  T h e y  are p r o vidi ng a 

s ervi ce no o ne  e ls e provi des  that the s tate rural p r o f e ss i o n a l s  could not live 

w i th o u t . As with m a n y  aoencies. SES A c ould u t i l i z e  m o r e  staff and reach even 

mo r e  ch il dr e n  and their families. They are n u m b e r  one in m y  book: they not on ly  

p romi se s e r v i c e s - - t h e v  d elivery.

Sincerely,

.ebra Veit. P * 0 .  

As si st a n t  P r of es so r 

Special E d u c a t i o n  P r og r a m
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rc_»ruury 27, 1 059

Senator Fred Zharoff 
Alaska State Legislature 
PC Box V 
Juneau AK 9981 1
Dear Senator Znaroff:
The Governor's Council for the Handicapped and Gifted supports SB172 which 
would continue the Special Education Service Agency.
We feel and data show that the agency plays a very important role in making 
sure quality special education services are available tc our children with the 
most severe disabilities no matter where they live in Alaska.
We are also pleased that SESA has been able to secure federal grants of about 
$900,000 each year for projects which improve special education services in gen­
eral and provide training and other opportunities to teachers, aides, and commu­
nity agency personnel.
Thanks to you and the co-sponsors of SB172 this agency can continue to provide 
specialized help to children with disabilities and their families, and the local 
school aistricts which serve them.
The Endorsement of the agency by the Council, the state special education 
directors' association (AAASE), the school boards association (AASB), the State 
Board of Education, and NEA show how much h-aad-based support there is for SESA.
Thank you very much for your leadership in introducing this legislation.

Sincerely

L u u i i u  I I U l  I V . I  I

Council Chairperson
:ntg



A L A S K A  A S S O C IA T IO N  F O R 
A D M IN IS T R A T O R S 

O F 
S P E C IA L  E D U C A T IO N

P .O .  B O X  196614  
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  9 9 5 1 9 - 6 6 1 4  

2 6 9 - 2 2 9 4

M arch  2 , 1 9 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b le  F red  F. ' . . h o r o f f  
P .O . B o x  V L M S 3 1 0 0 )
Juneau , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h o r o f f :

I am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  as  P r e s id e n t  o f  the  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a ' i o n  o f  
A d m in is t r a t o r s  o f  S p e c ia l  E du ca t io n  ( A A A S E )  in suppo r t  o f  the c o n t in u a t io n  o f  
the S p e c i a l  E d u c a t io n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  ( S E S A ) .  A t o u r  f a l l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  o u r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  v o t e d  u n a n im o u s ly  to su p p o r t  the c o n t in u a t i o n  o f  S E S A .  T he  
a d m in i s t r a t o r s  o f  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t i o n  arc v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  and  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  
the s c o p e  and  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s  S E S A  p r o v i d e s  to  o u r  l o w  in c id e n c e  
h an d ic a p p ed  s tuden ts  tl r o u g h o u t  the S ta te  o f  A la s k a .  W i t h o u t  these  v a lu a b le  
s e rv ic e s  m an y  o f  o u r  ru ra l  h m d ic a p p c d  s tuden ts  w o u ld  n o t  be ab le  to  rem a in  
in th e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I f  y o u  need  any  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rm a t i o n  re g a rd in g  th is  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  S p e c ia l  
E duca t ion  issue p lea se  fee l f re e  to  c a l l  my o f f i c e  at 2 6 9 - 2 2 9 4 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ ?

Jam es  L . R ic h .  E x e cu t iv e  D i r e c t o r  
S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n  
Anchorage S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

P r e s i d e n t
A la s k a  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  A d m in i s t r a t o r s  f o r  
S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n

c c :  M i k e  M a lo n e .  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  P la n n in g  &  D e v e lo p m e n t  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

A A A S E  B o a rd  M em be rs




