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Relating to improving school performance.
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April 24, 1989

To Representative Johnny Ellis, Chair 
Members, House HESS Committee

Re House Concurrent Resolution No. 33; "Relating 
to improving school performance."

NEA-Alaska supports HCR 33.

We also encourage that the State Board of Education be 
directed to work cooperatively and in joint ventures with 
classroom teachers and other school district employees as 
they seek to define programs which will contribute to the 
improvement of school performance.

Too often those who work directly with students are not 
involved directly in the investigation, planning, and 
critical decision making which is essential when seeking to 
improve school performance. Teachers are in their 
classrooms and are frequently not consulted when this kind 
of activity is taking place.

Since many of the solutions are going to be unique to 
particular districts it is even more important that those 
who work directly and regularly with students be afforded 
this opportunity.

We cannot escape a reality that quality education is 
expensive. But, ignorance is even more expensive.

K - 1 2  public education has been cut and under funded 
extensively during the past three years.

Financial constraints have necessarily limited essential 
pLograms and services. Increased financial support for 
public education is a critical ingredient to the improvement 
of school performance.

Thank you for you consideratJ ' ** '

Bob Manners 
Executive Secretary

pudy Sjrlo 
President


