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The Joint Committee on School Performance will continue the work of the
Senate Special Committee on School Performance and includes:

3 House members

3 Senate members

The Joint Committe on School Performance will:
*Review the work of the Senate Special Committee on School
Performance
eldentify subjects for priority legislative attention
*Review the latest achievement test data and surveys
*Monitor school improvements thus inaugurated
*Address policy issues needing further examination such as:
Teacher certification
Administrator certification
Tenure
Evaluation
Categorical Programs such as
Special edjcation
Bilingual education
Collective Bargaining
Administrative consolidation
Other areas relating to school performanco such as:
boarding schools
social service agencies link with schools
tuition vouchers
school accreditation

The Research Assistant, at the direction of the Committee, will examine the
State education delivery system and recommend reforms leading to the
enhancement of school performance. The position will continue through the
first session of the Seventeenth Alaska State Legislature in order to provide
support to committees considering school performance legislation.

Projected expenses for the Joint Committee on School Performance are as
follows:

Personal Services -
Staff for the Committee: Research Assistant, Range 17, Step A

48,100
Travel- 5trips @ 366 x 6 members 10,980
2 days per diem ($80)
5 trips X 6 members 4,800
*
Contractual - Advertising/Public Notices 3
66,880 = 66.9

Supplies - Will come from existing Legislative Council and Legislative
Operating supplies.

Equipment - Will come from existing Legislative Council and Legislative
Operating equipment.
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March 21, 1989
To: Representative Eileen MacLcan
From: Judy Salo, NEA-Alaska President
Re: HCR 18 and HB 203

Preliminary Reaction Paper for Sponsor Only
HCR 18 - Establishing the Joint Committee on School Performance

The idea and motivation for establishment of a special committee on school

performance is commendable. NEA-Alaska supports and encourages any propci

aAnld Iy(oosmve focus on education and the improvement of educational services in
aska.

The scope of activity and responsibility for a legislative task force on school
performance is best focused on obtaining constituent input and statutory review of
education law. If the purpose is broader than that, then perhi ps the task force
should be expanded to include expertise from various interest groups, and certainly
from the profession.

If the intent and purpose of the Joint Committee on School Performance is
primarily to examine education in rural Alaska then perhaps that should be clearly
stated in the title or the body of the resolution.

We will certainly not oppose this resolution. We do, however, have a few
reservations about the effect that another committee or task force will actuallx
have on education. It is very difficult to legislate education reform because the
best efforts to change educational practice arc made at the school level. There
were some suggestions on how to facilitate local change in the Hensley Report and
an effttjtrt to implement those suggestions might come as a result of this follow-up
committee.

[1B 203 - An Act relating to requirements for teacher certificates and accounting
for teacher certificate fees; and defining teacher.

There is little doubt that you have tackled a serious problem with the draft of HB
203. Working it out is difficult at best and wc have particular problems with the
issue for the following reasons:

1 In this 33c of education reform wc arc hearing a cry for higher
standards for teachers in regards to initial certification.

2 At the same time we believe in the value of the N'a ivc language and
culture programs, and for that matter the scr.ices tnat arc being

rendered by ROTC instructors in Anchorage and the Type D
Vocational “instructors.

@L-Joe



,  HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date Referred: February 21, 1989 FURTHER REFERRALS: FINANCE

~ Date of Committee Action: “[//1//
o V-
4. The HEALTH, EDUCATION, & SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HCR18 *

house CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 18

-y n [JOINT COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL PERFORMANCE]
/ Establishing the Joint Committee on School Performance.

RECOMMENDS :

X,] the same title
] a new title

] replacing with

] the attached amendment(s)
do pass

] do not pass

] no recommendation

] individual recommendations

e e el e

] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of intent

lvsi®
(ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): APPROVES PREVIOUS:
[~] fiscal impact [ 1 fiscal note(s) published:
[i*] zero fiscal note
[ 1 zero with analysis [ 1 zero fiscal notes(s) published:

SIGNING OTHER THAN DO PASS:
(Do Not Pass, No Recommendation, Amend)

Ch/ifman"s signature
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MEMORANDUM

Olstricl 22
Ambler
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Buckland
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Kivalma TO: All Legislators
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Noatak FR: Representative Eileen P. MacLean *
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Borougn DATE: March 3, 1989 «
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Point Lay SUBJ: HCR 18 Establishing the Joint
Selawlc Committee on School Performance

Shunonak
Wainwnght

For your information, attached is a copy of
the HCR 18 relating to the Establishment of a
Joint Committee on School Performance. This
committee would continue to explore the steps
that could be taken to bring about higher
levels of student achievement in basic skills
and other areas. The committee would also
help to encourage broad public participation
in continued exploration of school performance
issues.

Most legislatures undertaking school reform
spend two to three years iIn the effort. The
Senate Special Committee on School Performance
was successful in identifying several 1issues
and recommending solutions to improve the
quality of school performance. However, many
issues were left unresolved. Because of the
complexity of the issues that underlie the
recommendations, the need to continue the
special committee on school performance as
outlined in the committees®™ Ffinal report is
evident.



HCR 18
Page 2

Here are brief descriptions of some of the
policy issues that need further examination:

Teacher certification. The State Board
and Department of Education are presently
reviewing and considering what changes ought
to be made to teacher preparation and
certification requirements contained in the
regulations. The efforts to improve the
schooling process by other states often
deviate from traditional to competency based
requirements for certificate renewal. The
basic foundation requiring outstanding
teaching and administrative talent. As it now
exists, numerous Alaskan Superintendents have
founded the teacher preparation for
certification to be lacking.

Administrator certification. Research has
indicated that the school principal is the key
component for establishing the quality
standards for a school. With this as a
qualifier, one state is requiring competency
by constituting effective parent/school
relationship, initiating a high quality school”
climate and proving instructional leadership
before the administrator®s certificate can be
renewed.

Tenure. The Association of Alaska School
Boards has called for an amendment of the
current 2-year teacher tenure law to be
extended to 5 years. Comments made by
superintendents range from support for that
proposition to a more extreme view, i.e. 1).

"Many average teachers....tend to become
stagnant and weak quickly after becoming
tenured.” 2). "Abolish tenure.” On the other

spectrum, teacher representatives don"t view
the present tenure law as the problem but
state that it is the failure of school
districts by not establishing and carrying out
effective teacher evaluations.

Evaluation. The testimony recommendation
was that the issue of teacher/administrator
evaluations be critically reviewed. Some
administrators utilize teacher evaluations as
tools for recommending to inept teachers to



HCR 18
Page 3

choose other occupations. There are reports,
though, that some local teacher organizations
exert pressure upon school administrators to
avoid unfavorable evaluations of members. For
example, one witness called for external
review by peers of superintendents”
performance to assist boards in reaching
decisions about renewal of contracts, other
states and districts require student partici-
pation in the evaluation process and
researchers support both that approach and
peer review. Both are permitted by
regulation, but neither is required.

Categorical programs. Two kinds of
problems were called to the committee”s
attention. The first was a concern of parents
whose children are placed in "special
education™ on the basis of perceived deficits
in linguistic or social skills, even though
the parents disagreed with the decision. The
second concern voiced by superintendents was
over the disruption caused by "pull-out”
programs for special categories of children.
These are usually federally funded and
regulated programs. A process of review Iis
needed which might produce prospective
remedies.

Collective bargaining. As a means of
removing from the local arena what is often an
adversarial contest, three recommendations
were submitted for statewide negotiations with
teacher organizations. One said it was the
<"number one thing the legislature could do to
improve student performance.”™ Rural spokesmen
said the tensions arising through the whole
process of negotiations stand in the way of
bringing about the comraunity-school unity
which is needed. Some jurisdictions in other
states have discovered means of conducting
collective bargaining but avoided the kind of
results occasionally reported. It 1s a
complicated issue, with additional information
with the essentiality of the committee being
formed the proposal could be further
evaluated.

Administrative consolidation. Districts
with minimal enrollment of students have



HCR 18
Page 4

reported the hardship imposed on them for
regulatory written reports by the Department
of Education. Most of the single or dual
school district sites have limited monies to
employ sufficient staff members. For example,
one superintendent declined to answer our
questionnaire because he did not have any
staff members. Others described their need
for technical assistance which large districts
can provide for themselves. As noted earlier,
increasing the iImportance of school advisory
panels in rural communities might allow the
consolidation of administrative functions
without reducing local control.

Other. A few illustrations: Since many
rural students are turned away from Mt.
Edgecumbe as are admitted, 1is there a need for
another boarding school? Does a large number
of computers in schools represent unrealized
promises? Can the energies of social service
agencies and schools be linked in new ways
which may help schools and students in their
tasks? Should tuition vouchers be offered to
allow greater choice in schools? What types
of issues are to be considered if the state
required all schools to be accredited? Can
correspondence coursework become the basis of
mastery learning in classrooms? Can the
Teacher Scholarship Loan Program be modified
to increase the number of Native teachers in
rural areas?

c. The committee should also review the
latest achievement test data and surveys, and
monitor school iImprovements which have been
inaugurated.

d. Even though some superintendents did not
welcome legislative iInterest in this area in
fact, one declined to reply to our
questionnaire, one urged continuation of the
committee and several applauded the committee
for i1ts bread concern with the quality of
schooling. The School districts and the
Alaska Federation of Natives has urged its
continuation.



SPEECH ON HCR 18 TO HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE

March 31, 1989

This committee would continue to explore the
steps that could be taken to bring about
higher levels of student achievement in basic
skills

and other areas. The committee would also
help to encourage broad public participation
in continued exploration of school performance

issues.

Most legislatures undertaking school reform
spend two to three years in the effort. The
Senate Special Committee on School Performance
charired by Former Senate Willie Hensley, was
successful i1n identifying several issues and
recommending solutions to improve the quality
of school perfcrmance. However, many issues
were left unresolved. Because of the
complexity of the issues that underlie the
recommendations, the need to continue the
special committee on school performance as

outlined in the committees®™ final report is

evident.
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At this time, 1 would like to state some of
the policy issues that need further
examination: (@ will summarize from my memo
of 3/3/89)

Teacher certification. The State Board
and Department of Education are presently
reviewing and considering what changes ought
to be made to teacher preparation and
certification requirements contained in the
regulations.

Administrator certification. Research has
indicated that the school principal is the key
component for establishing the quality
standards for a school. This needs to be
further resolved.

Tenure. The Association of Alaska School
Boards has called for an amendment of the
current 2-year teacher tenure law to be
extended to 5 years. The complexity of tenure
continues to be a recurring problem and needs
to be put to rest for now until this joint
committee further explores this Iissue.

Evaluation. The testimony recommendation
was that the issue of teacher/administrator
evaluations be critically reviewed.

Categorical programs. Two kinds of
problems were called to the committee®s
attention. The first was a concern of parents
whose children are placed in "special
education™ on the basis of perceived deficits
in linguistic or social skills, even though
the parents disagreed with the decision. The
second concern voiced by superintendents was
over the disruption caused by "pull-out”
programs for special categories of children.
These are usually federally funded and
regulated programs. A process of review is
needed which night produce prospective
remedies.

Collective bargaining. As a means of
removing from the local arena what is often an
adversarial contest, three recommendations
were submitted for statewide negotiations with
teacher organizations. Ono said it was the
"number one thing the legislature could do to
improve student performance.”™ Rural spokesmen
said the tensions arising through the whole
process of negotiations stand in the way of
bringing about the conmunity-school unity
which 1is needed.

B« f o feiioe 1 «k»ei



reported the hardship imposed on them for
regulatory written reports by the Department
of Education. Most of the single or dual
school district sites have limited monies to
employ sufficient staff members.

Other. A few illustrations: Since many
rural students are turned away from Mt.
Edgecumbe as are admitted, 1is there a need for
another boarding school? Does a large number
of computers i1n schools represent unrealised
promises? Can the energies of social service
agencies and schools be linked iIn new ways
which may help schools and students in their
tasks? Should tuition vouchers be offered to
allow greater choice in schools? What types
of issues are to be considered if the state
required all schools to be accredited? Can
correspondence coursework become the basis of
mastery learning in classrooms? Can the
Teacher Scholarship Loan Program be modified
to increase the number of Native teachers in
rural areas?

c. The committee should also review the
latest achievement test data and surveys, and
monitor school iImprovements which have been
inaugurated.

d. Other 1issues can be looked into such as
the questions that were raised iIn yesterday®s
HESS meeting with the State Brd. of Ed. such
as 1). What role should the state play in
addressing failing achievement by individual
students and school districts? 2). Should
the Dept, of Ed. offer technical assistance to
school districts in addition their
responsibility of monitoring educational
programs? 3). Researching or assessing the
creation of regional schools in some hub
towns, 4). Other ideas are welcome.
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The Joint Committee on School Performance will continue the work of the
Senate Special Committee on School Performance and includes:

3 House members

3 Senate members

The Joint Committe on School Performance will:
*Review the work of the Senate Special Committee on School
Performance
eldentify subjects for priority legislative attention
*Review the latest achievement test data and surveys
+Monitor school imnrovements thus inaugurated
eAddress policy issues needing further examination such as:
Teacher certification
Administrator certification
Tenure
Evaluation
Categorical Programs such as
Special education
Bilingual education
Collective Bargaining
Administrative consolidation
Other areas relating to school performance such as:
boarding schools
social service agencies link with schools
tuition vouchers
school accreditation

The Research Assistant, at the direction of the Committee, will examine the
State education delivery system and recommend reforms leading to the
enhancement of school performance. The position will continue through the
first session of the Seventeenth Alaska State Legislature in order to provide
support to committees considering school performance legislation.

Projected expenses for the Joint Committee on School Performance are as
follows:
Personal Services -
Staff for the Committee: Research Assistant, Range 17. Step A

48,100
Travel- 5 trips (g) 366 x 6 members 10,980
2 days per diem ($80)
5 trips x 6 members 4,800
Contractual - Advertising/Public Notices 3.000
66,880 = 66.9

Supplies - Will come from existing Legislative Council and Legislative
Operating supplies.

Equipment - Will come from existing Legislative Council and Legislative
Operating equipment.
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March 27, 1989
To Representative Johnny Ellis, Chair
Members, House HESS Committee
Re House Concurrent Resolution No. 18:
"Establishing the Joint Committee of School
Performance."

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages a positive focus on
public education and any opportunity to improve educational
services iIn Alaska.

The March 3 Memorandum from the sponsor to all legislators
IS an energetic statement of policy issues which would be
considered by this joint committee. If such is to be the
scone and focus for such a committee then we strongly
encourage that the committee be expanded to minimally
include classroom teachers since they are directly
responsible for delivery of programs and services to
students.

Legislation of educational reform 1is difficult at best.
Positive change in educational practices and programs at the
school or building [level iIs best achieved when the
professionals meaningfully participate in the analysis of
the problem(s) and iIn the decisions relative to their

resolution.

Some of the premises and the conclusions in the March 3
Memorandum ani in the Hensley Report will require iIn depth
consideration by a variety of respondents before their
validity can be conclusively established.

Successful i1mplementation of any educational roform effort
will require a unified consensus from all of the interests:
administration, employees, school boards and the public.

NEA-Alaska is anxious and willing to work 1in cooperative
ventures to this end.

Thark you for your consideration of our position.

g~ -



Respectfully submitted,

Bob Manners Judy Salo
Executive Secretary President

cc: Representative Eileen MacLean
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March 15, 1989

Rep. Eileen MaclLean
P.0. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative MaclLean:

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska Federation of Natives
to support House Concurrent Resolution 18 that would establish
the Joint Committee on School Performance.

The establishment of this committee to continue the
important work of the Special Senate Committe on School
Performance has received wide support in the Native community.
Delegates attending the 1988 AFN Convention recommended that
such a committee be established through passage of Resolution
88-38. I have enclosed a copy of this resolution which outlines

the convention support.

IT AFN can provide you with any further information, please
let us know. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Janie Leask
President

enclosure

Integrity ¢ Prido in Heritage < Progress
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Northwest Arctic Borough School District

BOX 51
KOTZEBUE. ALmSKA 99752 MAR 2 3 &==) orzene -
(907)442-3472 BUCXLUX) :SSEHH\JWQTM

-NOORVX

March 22, 1989

ska tae ouse
Juneau AK 99811
Dear Eilgen:

| have had gn og)dqortupn to review House Concurrent Re? tjon 18 estabhshmg the
Joint Committee on School Performance. %are In sup orto fanlisning aJothom tee of
School P erormance to continue the work o te?enate f] mmltteeexammlnr%]

Ees &EF(E] tPn It %econcerns expressed by the public during the public testimony giver to the Senate

ou wish further information fram us conceming the establishment of this joint
commlttee ease contact me atyour convenience.

?§ ﬁsentatwe Eileen MacLean
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March 15, 1989

Rep. Silcen MaclLean

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Maclean;

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska Federation of Natives
to Bupport House Concurrent Resolution 18 that would establish
the Joint Committee on School Performance.

The establishment of this committee to continue the
important work of the Special Senate Committe on School
Performance has roceivod wide support in the Native community.
Delegates attending the 1988 AFN Convention recommended that
auch a committee be established through passage of Resolution
68-38. 1 have enclosed a copy of this resolution which outline

the convention support.

IT AFN can provide you with any further information, plea6
lot us know. Thank you.

Janie Lcask
President

enclosure

Intogrily ¢ Prido iN Heritage « Progress
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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES. INC.

1988 ANNI AL CONVENTION

RESOLUTION NO. 88- 38

A resolution urging the 16th Alaska Legislature to help assure
improvements in public schooling by continuing the work of the
Senate Special committee on school Performance.

Whereas, test data and other estimates of school
performance indicate that several thousands of Alaska®s
students will face difficulties in successfully ncvling on to
their next level of education, or obtaining work at reasonable
wagos, or in other ways shaping worthwhile and satisfying

lives for theneelveo; and

Whereaa. theae circunstnncas led the Ger.ate, during the
15th Legislature, to establish a Cenato Special Committee on
School Performance to explore what stepG should be taken by
the State to help aooure that all children and youth benefit

from achooling; and

Whereas, that committee, chaired by Senator Willie Hensley
of Kotzebue, has gathered information relating to issues cf
school performance and has disseminated it to key
organizations, stimulating broad interest in improving

education in Alaska; and

Whereas, that comaitteo has conducted the first two of
five planned hearings at which students, parents, and
educators have identified issues and proposed actions that
promise improvements in schooling; and

Whereas, at its first hearing alone,the committee heard
nineteen houra of tootinony from persons acrccs the state on
tho needs for improvements in the education of Natives end
other ninoritiee; and

Whereas, the State Boardof Education has a bread agenda
of initiativesthat it Is pursuing toward tho improver,ant of

public education; and

Whereas. these undertakings by the Board, and ethor
crganiwaclons that oapiro to help rake schools r.ora effective,
would bo immeasurably enhanced by sustaining the efforts ncv
underway by tho senate Gpocial Comaitteocn  Schccl

Performance.

BE IT RSGOLVED, tho Alaska Federation of Natives strongly
urges the 10th Alaska Legislature to continue the work of the
Ser.uto special Ccmmittco cn School Performance fcy astabllshing
a Special ccmaittae on School Performance.

cDUIJtvTKi: .eco:ul\dation; to taps

CONVr.KTION ACTION:  FASSrD
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March 15, 1989

Rep. Eileen Kaclear.
P.0. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Roprocontative MaclLean:

I am writing on behalf of tho Alaska Federation of Kativac
to support Kouse’concurront Resolution 18 that would eotablish
the Joint COEPittee on School Performance.

The establishment of this committee to continue tho
important work of the Special Senate Cormitte on 3chool
Performance baa received wide support in the Kativo community.
Delegates attending tho 1986 AFH Convention recommended that
auch a committee ho established through paeeage of Resolution
68-38. I have enclosed a copy of thio resolution which outline!

tho convention support.

If AFU car. provide you with any further information, pleas*
let ua know. Thank you.

Jar.le Leaek
Prosidont

enclosure

Integrity + Pride in Hontags + Programs
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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES. INC.
1988 ANNUAL CONVENTION

RESOLUTION NO. 88- 38

A resolution urging the 16th Alaska Legislature to help assure
improvements in public acliooling by continuing the work of the
Senate Special Committee on School Performance.

vrhnraas. tostdata and other estimates of school
performance indicate that several thousands of Alaska"s
students will face difficulti&e in succeasfully moving on to
their next level of education, or obtaining work at reasonable
wages, or in other ways shaping worthwhile and satisfying
lives for themselves; and

Whereas, these circumstances led the Senate, during the
15th Legislature, to establish a Senate Special Committee on
School Performance to explore what stops should be taken by
the State to help assure that ail children and vruth benefit

from schooling; and

Whereaa. that committee, chaired by Sonator Willie Hensley
of Kotzebue, has gathered information relating to issues ef
school parforaa.xe and has disseminated it to key
organizations, stimulating broad interest in improving
education in Alaoka; and

whareaa. that committee has conducted the Tfirst two of
five planned hearings at which students, parents, and
educators have identified issues and proposed actions that
promise iImprovements in cchooling; and

whereas, at its first hearing alone, the committee heard
nineteon hours of testimony from persons across the state cn
dx* needs for improvements in the education of Natives and

other minorities; and

Kharsue, the State Board of Education hue a broad ugends
of initiatives that it is pursuing toward the improvement of
public education; and

wh?roe»-, those undertakings by the Hoard, and other
orgur.izatione that aspire to help makeachcolc more effective,
would be iImmcacurably enhanced by sustaining the effcrtn ncv
unaurway by the Senate Special committee cn Schcce:

FArfomance.

P, IT KESOLVSO, the Alaska Kaderavion of Natives strongls
ergon tiat 1°th Alaska Legislature to continue the work of thi
Scnute J.-ftoial Committee on School performance by establlshln:
a Crucial Committee on School rorfcmancc.

cc::iirrrri. F.EcoussoMTiOa: 10 pass

C::.-vs:..T2W action: ?aS5*T
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Eiccutive Director

Chair

Jim Schlcgcl Mary Stone
ViceCtiair Administrative Assistant

aunouith Street. Sulk’ tot o gau. .Alaska 99801
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March 28f 1989

Representative Eileen P. MaclLean
Alaska State House of Representatives
Post Office Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

SUBJECT: House Concurrent Resolution 18
Dear Representative MaclLean:

On behalf of the Governor’s Council on Vocational Education,
I would like to extend the Council®s support of House
Concurrent Resolution 18, which establishes a Joint
Committee on School Performance. The Council has reviewed
"Helping Schools Succeed At Helping Children Learn,”" the
Report of the Senate Special Committee on School
Performance, and belive it is a good start. But it iIs just
that, a good start. While the Special Committee was
successful in identifying issues and offering
recommendations, there are other issues that have still not
been addressed, and others that were addressed that need
greater in-depth attention.

Educating Alaska®s youth is one of the most important
agendas before educators and policy makers. It Is not a
simple challenge. Establishing a Joint Committee on School
Performance to continue the initial work of the Senate
Special Committee would continue to focus a spotlight on
school performance.

The Governor®s Council would encourage passage of HCR 13.

Executive Director



North Slope Borough School District

March 20, 1989

Representative E||Ten MacLean
Alg%k State Legisiature

Juneau Alaska 99811
Dear Representative MacLean:

The VY E School District is indeed su%po tive o House Concurrent Resolution 18
establishing a joint Committee on School Performance.

nclosed Sac the District's educational philosophy and goals, which express

oard S %eﬁgmat all cthren can le f? ? (PIIS copn%ltmeﬁt to esta\arI ﬁ |r%h
starhdar so]ac?de Ic excellence. School Po |cny estanlishing competencies
each grade level and secondary course Is also enclosed.

For your additional information, | am enclosing graphs which show our students'
acadyemlrc growth Jurlng the 1987- §8 school yegarg g a resucft oP tY1Ve [TBS scores.

?u need an 8a33|stance during the i |m Iementat|on rocesso the School
rmance omm|ttee?m| 3|ona @)as pl aseP sure to request Zhel
y? , the NSBSD IS a rea flec

ntlngetk Hve school orr tes’in a
% our cassroomi\ am very| ereste in speaking to this aspecto
erformance In Alaska

Llook forward to hearlng from you.

Sincerely,

"Shil g/"Holloway Ed.D.
Supetintendent

Bl/ma
Enclosures

cc.  School Board memhers
Patsy Aamodt, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction

Brenda |tta, SEemal A53|sta t to the Superii.tcndent
Ashley Reed, Lobbyist, N

Pouch 169 < Bauow. Alaska 99723 e (907) 852-5311
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EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

Education, a lifelong process, is the sunto le rn|n é]uwed thrOU%h interaction with one's
enwronment amusJ commumt members, scho other Instjtutions and a enmes Within

the Home 1y o the North 4 { dt J
respongbﬁtl;/%Mumﬁdprﬂ]I %(IOpe e0r00urgq1 Sg oo? tﬂc Bsocargoolp %dtljsca%%r%p Cic, mancats

The Board of Educat|on is committed to providing academic excellence in the “schooling"

environment. This commitment to academic excéllence shall focus on the learner, reco%nlzm%
at eachsude r\n sto the “schooling” environment his own interests, leaming styles, cultural

h

Eackgrounéa abi
Adopte 10/13/76
Revised: 2/10/86
Revised: §/11/87

North Slope Borough School District. Alaska p. Lof 1
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SCHOOL DISTRICT GOALS

The Board believes the "education” of the children on the North Slope is everyone's
responsibility. The "schooling” of children Is the responsibility of the North Slope Borough
School District Board of Education. The Board is committed to working in cooperation anti unity
with parents to assist students In reaching their maximum potential.

The Board believes ALL children can learn and is committed to providin% uality schooling.
This cluaht ?]choquﬁ_{neans estahlishing standards of excellence for stutlents with the
expectation that all children can achieve.

The Board is committed to the achievement of the following goals:

1 Upon comﬁlenon ofelementaR/ school,studeq%s ill have A?TERED th(? basic skills; .
re?]dlr\g, lanquage arts, ma}ha d com ut?r teﬁ no ogx at a leve necessarg or entering high
school classes. Because 0 ,fh unique cultural environment of the North Slope BoroH h
?cnool District, st fnts il pe offered the 0 ortuW to gain skrjlls In Suo |steWCﬁ untmgr

hs m% and ?thers Ills_related to the maintenance of trfe Intpiat ||,estyl? and oral u%ncyo
the Indpia .anﬁuFﬂ?. These opportunities wi students In the

Inupiat traditional Tirestyle.

2. Upon complef'on of hi h,school,studentswiILhave mastered thg com e‘eﬂcies ne eﬁsary to
succeed In'college, voc tl_?na,l training or work, In ﬁd Ition, students will have had the
opportunity to acquire skills in the Intpiat traditional lifestyle.

3. Upon cquIetion of high school, students will have developed, the self confidence and
F]%%Poonnmm ity to enable them to be happy, productive citizens in their community, state and

promote participation 0

Adopted: 8/13/84
Revjseq: 2/10/86
Revised: 8/11/87

North Slope Borough School District. Alaska p. lof 1



PHILOSOPHICAL PREMISES:

*All Students Can Learn

and Succeed

®uccess Causes Further Success

@Schools Control the

The Conditions of Success



EFFECTIVE SCHOOLS
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INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS

Com etenues will be established for each grade |evel and secondarY course. At key stages of a
stud nt's academic expenence competency based examinations wili be gfwen to deterntine the
student's acquisition of basig sk|IIs It students do not meet the basic skills criterion, additional

support/program will be provided.

Adopted: 2/10/86

North Slope Borough School District. Alaska p. lof |



ACADEMIC GROWTII 1907 -00

OF ALL SCOnES INCREASED MURE 1LIAN ONE YEAR.



ACADEMIC GROWTH 1987 - 88

OF ALL SCORES INCREASED MORE TIIAN TWO YEARS.



ACADEMIC GROWN 11907 - 00

02% OF ALL SCORES INCREASED.



North Slope Borough School District

Number of College Students Pri vided Support
Via North Slope Borough School District
Guidance and Counselling Program:

As of February 1989: 78 students

1 part-time

2 In Vocational Technical Programs
2 ?raduate students

73 tull-time undergraduate students

Of 78 students, 58 are Native students
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Maroh 15, <389

Hop. Sileen MaclLean

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 39811

Dear Representative KacX.ear.;

I an writing a. behalf of the Alaska Federation of Natives
to suppor; House Coccurror.t Resolution 18 that would establish
tho Joint Committee on School Porforr.ar.oo.

Tho establishment of this committee to continue the
important work of the Special Senato Committe or. School
Performance has rocaivoi wide support in the Native community,
nelogatas attending tr.o 19883 AFN Convention recommended that
such a committee be established through passage of Resolution
48-38. I have enclcood a copy cf thi3 resolution which outline

the convontion support.

If AFN car. provide you wit-, any further information, plBae
let U9 know. Thank you.

Janie loask
President

onclosure

Inthngnly < Prldo in Heritage < Progress
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*aKFEDNATYV 0'?22'76"'7383
ALASKA FEDERATION "OF NATIVES. INC.

1988 ANNUAL CONVENTION

RESOLUTION NO. 88- 18

A resolution urging the 16th Alaska Legislature to help assure
improvements ir. public schooling by continuing the work cf the
Senate Special Committee on School Performance.

whereas. test data and other estimates of school
performance indicate that saveral thousands of Alaska“s
students will face difficulties in succersfully coving on to
their next level of education, or obtaining work at reasonable
wages, or 1ir. other ways shaping worthwhile and satisfying
lives for the.-68lves; and

Whsreao. thnss circumstances lad the Senate, during the
loth Legislature, to establish a Sonata Special Committee on
School Performance "o explore what steps should be taken by
the state to help assure that all children and youth benefit

from schooling; and

Whereas. that committee, chaired by Senator Villie Hensley
of Kotzebue, has gathorcd information relating to issues cf
school porfonaar.ee and has disseminated it to key
organizations, stimulating bread interest in improving
education in Alaska; and

Vharaas. chat committees has conducted the Tfirst two of
five planned hearings at which students, parents, and
educators have 1identified 1issues and proposed actions that
promise improvements in schooling; and

Whereas, at itE first hearing alone, the committee heard
nineteen hours of testimony frcr. persons acrces the state on
tho nacdo for improvements in the education of Natives and

other minorities; and

Wherean. the State Hoard of Education has a brcud agenda
of initiatives that ~t is pursuing toward the improvement of

public education; and

Whor”~as. these undertakings by the Board, ar.d cthor
organizations that aspire to help rake schools more effective,
would be immeasurably enhanced by sustaining the effcrtu now
underway by the Senate Special committee on School

Performance.

JS IT RESOLVED, tho Alanka Federation of Natives strongly
urges the 16th Alaska Lcginlaturo to continue tho work of the
Senate Hpeciai Ccmmittco on School parformor.co by establishing
a Special committee on School Performance.

couur .TFi: necciuie."0ation: co pass
CCNVC.VTION ACTION;  pAbSfD
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March 15, 1989

Rep, Siieen Maclean

P.0O. Box V
Juneau, AR 99311

Oaar Roprocontative Macloac:

I am writing a. behalf of tho Alaska Federation of Natives
to support House Concurrent Resolution 18 that would eotabltsh
che Joint Canrutte* on School Performance.

Tho establishment of this committee to continue tho
important vor!® of tho Spocial Ser.ute Ccnmitte on 3chool
Performance has received wide support in the Native community.
Celegateo attending the 1935 AFN Convention rocor.nar.ded that
such a conrni-tee bo establishf| through passage of Resolution
68-38. I have enclosed a copy of chie resolution which outlines

the convention support.

If AFN car. provide you with any further information, plait*
let ua kr.ov. Thank you.

Prosidor.t

enclosure

Intdgrlity < Prido in Horltag# < Progreat
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ALASKA FEDERA1ION OF NATIVES. INC.
1988 ANNUAL CONVENTION

BESOLUTIC.i1 NO. 88-38

tt resolution urging tha 16th Alaska Legislature to nolp assure
improvementc in public schooling by continuing the work of the
Senate Special Committee on School Verforaanco,

Whsreai. test data and other estimates of school
performance indicate tnat ceveral thouoand3 of Alaska®s
students will Tface difficulfci&s in successfully noving on to
their next lovel of education, or obtaining work at reasonable
wages, or in other ways shaping worthwhile and satisfying
lives for themselves; and

Pereas, these circumstances led the Senate, during the
15th Legislature, to establish a Senate Special Committee on
School Performance to explore what stops should be taken by
the State to help assure that all children and youth benefit

from schooling; and

vitpreao, that committee, chaired by Sonator Willie Hensley
of Kotzebue, has gathered information relating to issues cf
3chool performance and has disseminated it to key
organizations, {stimulating broad in<* *e9t in improving
education in Alaeka; ad.

whereast that committee has conducted the first two of
five planned hearings at which students, parents, and
educatar3 have 1identified issues and proposed actions that
promise improvements in schooling; and

whereas, at its firar hearing alone, the committee heard
nineteen hours of testimony from persons across the state cr
the needs Cor improvements in the education of Natives anc

other minorities; and

Whar-snfl. the State Hoard of Education has a broad agendf
of initiatives thut it IS pursuing toward the improvement o:

public education; and

Whereas, these undertakings by the Hoard, and othe.
organizations that aspire to help make schools more effective
would be immeasurably enhanced by sustaining the efforts nc
underway by the Senate Special Committee on schecc

Performance.

9E 1? resolved, the Alanka Federation of Natives strcr.gl
urgua the lath Alaska Legislature to continue the work of th
Senate Special Committee on School performance by eetablishir
a Special Committee on School Performance.

COKNITTEI!' JIECOMNE.VDATION: DO PASS
CCSVZNTIOM ACTION:  PASSED
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411 W. 4th Avenue. Suite 301 « Anchorage, Alasxa 99501 <+ Phone (907) 274-3611

March 15, 1989

Rep. Eileen MaclLean

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative MaclLean:

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska Federation of Natives
to support House Concurrent Resolution 18 that would establish
the Joint Committee on School Performance.

The establishment of this committee to continue the
important work of the Special Senate Committe on School
Performance has received wide support in the Native community.
Delegates attending the 1988 AFN Convention recommended that
such a committee be established through passage of Resolution
88-38. I have enclosed a copy of this resolution which outlines

the convention support.

IT AFN can provide you with any further information, please

let us know. Thank you.

Janie Leask
President

enclosure

Integrity « Pride in Heritage ¢ Progress
Z&iré&li
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Northwest Arctic Borough School District

BOX 51 9 KIVA
KOTZEBUE, ALASKA 99752 3 KorzeDLE
(907)442-3472 ST LG

March 22, 1989

a State House
0. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Eileen:

| have had an O(P(ﬁortu i%to review House Concurrent Re ?JLHion 18 establishing the
P ance.0 tahg\re n su%port,ofesta Ishing a Joint Comrgg tee of

Joth(iom Ittee on Schaol Perfo
School Performance to continue the work enate Special C m|tteeexam|n|nr%1 anteSenate

Eeps &%P%]tr%mee goncerns expressed oy the pub?lc urlnget%e pugn]c testimony giver to

RTgrﬁsentative Eiieen MacLean
pe;

..._ITyou wish further information fram us concerning the establishment of this joint
committee ;}fease contact me & your convenience.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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Tanana Chiefs Conference ,Inc.

201 Firat Avsnue
Fairbanki, Alaska 99701*4897
(907) 452-8251

Position Statement
House Concurrent Resolution No. 18

The Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc. Education Department 9trongly supports
House Concurrent Resolution No. 18,

TCC is supportive of the establishment of a Joint Committee on School
Performance to address the legislative monitoring and implementation of the
major recommendations contained in c'ne Report of the Senate Special Commir ee
on School Performance, However, we would like to expand and extend the scone
and purpose of the committee.

Because of the multi-year effort of effective school reform, TCC would
like to respectfully sngest that the Joint Committae on School Performance
be instituted into the legislative proceoe on a permanent baai9, and that this
committee apend time, starting with che 17th legislative session, to obtain
additional testimony from che public aector on ang educational issues chat
needs to se monitored and/or implemented by the I8ch legislative session. A
pattern can be established by the committee whereby one legislative session
would be spent in listening to testimonies of interested educators on a state-
wide basi9, and the nexc session, in working with other legislative people, to
implement new programs and monitor on-going programs.

Although, Alaska has initiated effective school reform within the past
y(ear, specifically, in the areas of elementary and secondary educacion, che
CC recognizes that Chare are a myriad of crucial educational concerns yet to
be addressed on a statewide basis.

We must still resolve how we are going to deal with che cough issue of
students dropping cut of high school, and che resultant issue of the typee of
shore and long term planning and programs that should be Implementated to build
up che self-esteem of all students. Perhaps, we need, simultaneously, to review
and examine the curriculum on a village-by-viilage basis to ensure the immediate
Incorporation of cultural values and traditions into every course by every teac-
cher in every school. These two concerns, although pressing, are no more and
no less crucial than che ocher acute educational issues facing us in the years

to come.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

f/[S 263- committee name
committee on c23 ! faul> Mdatedr/7 cAaa)™ V #
bill/subject
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Signed: UAJAST L LAJSANES |
Testifier /.. , Native Procrrame/Jfera Publlic Sch
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Representing (Optional) Box 131. NCm~ AK 99762
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Address
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Phone No.
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SOME STATISTICS ON NATIVE STUDENTS

Total Native enrollment 1in grades K-12, including the
Alternative Correspondence School 540 <7014 of total Nome
Public Schools enrollment

-20% of elementary students below grade level

-4514 of jJjr/high students at least TWO grade levels below

-5414 (118) of jr/high students received deficiency notices
-there were a total of 123 notices sent out-

these students received a total of 206 deficiencies
- 152 (7414) forpoor test scares

115 <5614) forinadequate written homework

91 4514) for 1inadequate preparation for class

82 (4014) far lack of serious approach to study
65 (32/4) for poor attendence/l ateness

68 (337.) for lack of affective motivation

51 (2514) for lack of attention or participation
3 (214) for poor aptitude 1in subject and one for

inadequate foundation 1in subject

BY SUBJECT
-4414 (87)
-2114  (40)
-1114  (22)
-914  (17)
-914  (17)
-814  (15)

in English

in math

in science

insocial sciences

in PE

inother (home ec, familylife, typing etc.)

BY STUDENT FOR DEFICIENCY

- 101 (8614) for poor test scares

-83 (7214) for 1inadequate writtenhomework

- 65 (5514) forinadequate preparation for class
- 60 (5114) for lack of serious approach to study
-40 (3414) for poor attendence/l ateness

-54 (4710
-38 (3214)

for -for lackof effective motivation
for for lackof attention or participation

-2 (1.714) for poor aptitude in subject
-1 for 1inadequate foundation in suDject

1.75 average deficiencies per student received
2.3 average deficiencies received by students with
attanaance/lateness problems
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BY GRADE

12 ssvantn
33 eighth
25 nineth
13 tenth

18 eleventh
22 twelveth

DROPOUTS

one dropout -from regular high school

five dropouts mfrom Alternative High School

Three seniors will not be graduating because of lack of
credits

Two seniors are marginal, they must pass every course and
are receiving tutorial help

ALTERNATIVE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL

studentsare below the 3rd grade reading level
studentsare below the 4th grade reading level
studentsare below the 5th grade reading level
studentsare below the 6th grade reading level
studentsare below the 7th grade reading level
studentsare below the 7th grade reading level

oomoowwt:
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a) parent » 27 Native Programs Survey
c) parent/teacher Sent out 90 - May 31. 198%
c) teacher - 1

Pleaia Circle the number which rate* th* program according to tha Importance vou
feel It lhould have. Will you plea*e ratt the™ «s (i) vary important, (2) im—
portant. (3) let* important, and (@) not Important,

COALS | OBJECTIVES

Devtlop academic skills (math, reading, language, science, etc.)

I 2 3 a
P« 2 (9)) i 1
T= 3 1
\ Develop social skills (listening, speaking, self-confidence, etc.)
i 2 3 e
P= IS (67)) 8 (3)) 1
T= 2 2

Develop life skills Oob preparation, decision-making, vocational education)
1 2 A (3

Pw 17 (66)) 8 (3) 1

T- 1 2 1

levelop knowledge of and pride in Native culture and heritage (and In current
Native issues) (teachers tool)

3

%ﬁ 15:9'_ (591) 21 13)) 5 (1)
TUTOR PROCRAM
Basic skills, tutoring in math

1 2 «
TP: 17 (66)) 3 (301) |
Basic s"ills, tutoring in reading

1 2
$>_> 12 (70)) 6 (231) 1
Basic skills, tutoring in language arts

1 2 e
pr e@y 00wl
Basic skills, tutoring in writing

1 2
?:} 12 (46)) %I35i) [M)I

Tutor in any subicct studant reeoi help
1 2

> b Gy D GYP



MAR 31 09 14:50 NOME-1_10*443-2162 P. 11

TUTOR PROCRAM  (continued)

Tutoring during school hours

1 2
- 15 (62 T (2% 3 (11%
B 5 2 ] @ 3 v
\ Tutoring after school hours
1 2 3
P= 10 3D 8 (314) 6 (23%) 2 (6%)
\ T- J 3
Preschool Alda (helps teacher with preschool children In school readiness skills)
p* 13 (52%) 5 (20%) 6 (24%)
T» 1 2 ¢ 1

Communication between tutors 4 parents
1 2 3
P- 13 (52%) J? (D) § ©%)
1
HOME SCHOOL COOROINATOft/COUNScLINC
Home vl;i*s by Home School Coordinator
1 2 3

P= 3 (13% 46% 9 (38%
u 1(1 ) %( ) (38%)

Counseling services for students at all grade lewels

3
$m 1% (58%) 3(23%) ?L @15%)
Special help for potential drop-outs
| 2
P- 14 (56%) 4 (24%) e (16%)
T« 3

Alconol and drug prevention awareness among scr.ool age population

1

TP- 1«1 (51%) % (25%) 3 (13%)
Child apuse prevention

1 3
?T 142 (54%) |1 (32%) 3 (12%)
Career auseling

1
?(: 1% (52%) 4 %) 51 (20%)

==
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CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE/ENRICHMENT
Native language instruction In Inupiaqg
1 2 4

P= 9 (36%) 6 (24%) 5 (20%) 5 (2)
T« 3 1

Native language instruction in Siberian Yupik

\ 1 2 3 4
1F-’rf (:SL (24%) % (36)) ‘le. (161) 6 (23MN)
\ Curriculum and materials development on Native cultures
4
P- 14 (54%) 6 (23%) 4 (20%)
T« 1

Land Claims/Native corporation®*, Native issues
1 2 3 4
P- 12 (4™) 6 (23%) 5 (10%) 3
T- 2 1 1
PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Parent training on discipline, drugs, alcohol
1 2 3

P- n (@2 9 (3%) ! (15%) 2 (8%
T» 2 1 1

Parent training on nelping their children with schooiwork, study habits

3

P» 9 (36%) I (44%) 3 (12%) 2 8%
T» 1 2
Communication between home ana school
P- 13 (58%) 7 @mM) 2 (7.30) 2 (7.3%)
T» | t 1 I
Native Parent Committee

1
P- n:;BV) 6 TN <(C» 5 (20%)
T- 1 2 1

GT»
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PARENTS

COMMENTS-SECTION 111
Other Services

Pride is lacking in many students. They need to achieve feelings
of self worth, equality, confidence.

Consumer Education under Extracurricular Activities.
Teacher aids from students enrolled in Exceed etc?

Good teachers wno are not just in It for the money. The teachers
at the Nome Public Schools make to much money!!

Teacher evaluation, to hell with tenour (sp?). IT a teacher is
worthless 4 overpaid, then can them.

How you are going to get from here to there.

School Social workers.

The bus rides are hectic, kids are noisey. Extracurricular
activities need to have other activities besides basketball con-
tinues sponsoring dances. Should have class gatherings, 1.e.
pizza feeds, video nights, comic book or cassette tape trade-a-
shows, or "puttir.g-on-the kids™".

Parents Page 3
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10.

11.

12.

13.

PARENTS

COMMENTS-SECTION V
What Keeps Students Prom Learning? Others

Teachers who drink 4 go school hangover 4 shaking.

To my knowledge, my children aren®t Into drugs 4 alcohol. Let"s
hope it stays that way.

Role models. Students see very poor role models In their teachers.
Alcoholics/smokers/moneygrubbers. Bar hoppers.

Communication problems between students 4 teachers. Knowing the
Rules - Rules should be the same in all classes with ALL the
teachers.

In order to learn iIn school you need discipline in the home and
school . I don"t mean abuse. I mean discipline with guidelines.

I know the 05% of teachers 1| had were good, the other 95% only
collected paychecks. Teacher attitude is a students biggest
problem.

Community support.

Mo goal 1is presented, no opportunity to see the r.eed for effort in
an area like Algebra or Grammar or History ever arises. The wealth
of Literature on the market in the form of News Papers, Magazines,
with pertinent articles are ignored in favor of work bock3. These

are sterile.

Emotional Maturity.

The bigge3t problem is many teachersdon®t care. The school is
an hostile environment to students 4parents. Many students 4
their parents don"t care also. The parents are into bar3, bingo
4 booze. The students into playing out late, booze 4 drugs.

A teacher that is boring to a student - who normally gets good
grades. More teachers discipline iIn student work habits,

This question is poorly asked - depending on the child 4 their
problem 4 home life will reflect the answer of why the child doesn"t
learn. They all enter into how students learn. Excluding teachers
- the qaulity of the teacher depends on whether many students learn
- children at a "normal”™ heme life - aren"t motivated 4 desire to
learn by poor teachers - or teachers bringing their problems tc

the class room.

Kids have no idea how Education will help them until after their
out of school and working. The people that quit school work for
peanuts and those who continue their Education make cut like fat
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PARENTS

COMMENTS-SECTION V
What Keeps Student3 From Learning
Others Cont.

15. Lovable Teacher®s for our Native childrens.

16. Family violence, teacher interest. Respect.

Parents Page ca



MAR 31 789 14:54 NOME-L10443-2162

3.

10.

11.

12.

PARENTS

COMMENTS-3ECTION V
What Keeps Student3 From Learning?
Other Comments

. Having a gole in life is important. And knowing whar. is reauired

to reach a gole or Job is helpful.

Students must experience success and they must be introduced to
failure. They must never leave a subject without a mastery of it.

An encouraging "SMART"™ teacher can influence a kid really well. A
teacher who gold mines ordoes other summer Jobs only give 3/k%.
Teachers are paid for thewhole year 4 schould work the whole year.

I have a shy 9th grade girl - she needs an Adult "friend” in the
school building. Some one she could SAY: "Hi'" to or confide with.

Some teachers come to school with booze on their breath. Real poor
examples for the stduents to foliow.

Get rid of all teachers who drink. It"s a big lie havirg drunk
teachers and try to put this Jheet of paper out.

Maybe not encouraging the children and giving them credit for
what they have learned.

I feel if a student has a potential to learn more, the teacher

should see the need to expose the child to a higher advanced level
and not to think that just because the other children iIn the same
class are "just learning their a, b, c"s, the student has to sufferl.

Students i1n Jr. High or High School should not repeat subjects

when they are more advanced than other students. Advanced students
should be allowed to choose classes that are more challenging

and interesting. Example: Jr. High students should not have to
repeat basic science in High Schoolbut Ad/anced Science.

I think this survey iIs a good idea. I1"d like to have some feedback
on it.

So we"ll have less drop out from out school.

Home 9eltz teachers have No Pride as educators.The teachers

are very poor role models, with extremely lew standards. Nome
3eltz School Board members d£f not know how to function as school
policy makers where student achievement(s) are concerned.



"PR 31 "09 14:56 NOME"-L10*443-2162 P. 17

yrUDENT COMMENTS

Section 5 - What keep* students from rea-ning

1- Interfearence v/ocher peopel lik* brothers

.Teacher* don't make th* classes that funso whatinterest do we have.

Like getting bored in class shen ~L*eacher is speaking

= w2

A loss of relative or good friend,

5. Too may convieniences such as t.v., rec.center, Awheelers, etc.
6. Personal problems.

7. Depression,

8. If you already know what che teacher is teaching, you might be bored out
of your brains,

9. Not getting enough sleep.

10. What other people chink of you.

11. Teachers

12. Not the right skills being taught to study.

13. Music.
1A, Some of che teachers don't seem to care if you are failing, they seem to
enjoy ic.

15. People like teachers celling you what you should do, and what you can't or
haven't done.

16. Don't want to, lack of motivation.

17. Not really understanding what th* teachers say and don't have time to
come in mornings or after school to speak to them.
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Alaska State Legislature

[please enter into the record my testimony to the Houa& Health Education and_Social Services
committee name

HCR18, HB231, HB203_ . dated J~ch 31, 1989

bill/subject
Cavlerak Incorporated 1is supportive of HB 136 with some minor
?echnical amendments. We agree that the Governor should appoint the

[members of the Rural Alaska Television Network Council. We would like
7?6 see language included in th. bill which directs that the-membership*
Ef the Council includes at least one member from each <f the twelve
JFegions established pursuant to ANCSA. This will ensure the Council
fmaifttains a statewide as opposed to a special interest perspective.
[We urge continued funding of the RATNET system.

[Intreference to HB 251. We support requiring additional educational
Programming on RATNET as long as the programming is selected by the

RATNET Council. K*y to this whole 1issue 1iIs what constitutes
[ -educational programming. In example/ we consider statewide news and
weather to be educational programming. if the effect of the

amendment is to mandate that 50% of air time be turned over to the
Department of Education to use as they see fit, we oppose this bill.
We understand that the RATNET council doe3 not.receive many requests
:for additional educational programming. Currently the hours of 2 - 6
Lan are reserved for educational materials on the RATNET system. If
Individuals are interested in a particular subject or class, the
session can be videotaped by the students or teachers for Jlater
viewing. This committee may wish to consider increasing the number of
strictly instructional hours as opposing to iIncreasingthe number of
educational hours.

We would also like to state that we are wholly supportive of HCR 18,
HB 203 and HB 231. These three bills will help ensurethe residents
and children of Alaska receive a quality education.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input.

Lorrtfcu &///0sc/

Signed: Testiof «

Kawcrak Incorporated, PQ Bnv

Representing (Optional

Address
43-5231
Phone No.
GC\ fcacUavd tbsWV, 6rtoet\_ M sxqLEOX\
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March 31, 1989

Representative Eileen McLean
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Eileen:

As the opportunity to comment on House Concurrent Resolution 18
is offered, here are my comments pertaining to this resolution.

First of all, in relation to teacher certification, there should
be required cross cultural training or inservice for the teachers
who intend to teach iIn rural areas of the strte. It is a real
disservice to two way communications if the prevalent attitude is
one that does not consider local customs arid lifeways.

The tenure requirements need to be overhauled, as well. Instead
of a two year vesting requirement, a fiva year wait should be
mandatory, as something as iImportant as evaluation of teacher
performances locally is of utmost concern, and five years would
serve to extend the time needed to fully evaluate not only teach-
ing skills, but other areas of equal concern such as social ad-

justment and soforth.

The collective bargaining 1issue 1is an unfortunate one. It
teachers wind up having to use a union to promote their inter-
ests, such as compensation, then it seems that iIn some ways that
this would be self defeating. As an example, 1if higher wages for
teachers were sought, that the dollar amount appropriated to
school districts would either have to reduce its teaching staff
or reduce programs to rob the district of academic credential, so
to speak. IT the teachers union were to have collective bargain-
ing powers, then they should give up tenure. If given both, the
checks and balances that allow negotiation for education for the
dollar will be clearly stacked iIn favor of harming the situation
as It exists now. This concludes my comments.

Sincerely,

Pete Schaeffer
Vice President

\js
&, - |
1= emoer Villages Ammer Buckiana. Carniie. Ceering. n<wa. Ktvaiinn. rtoii.*. Kot:tDi.0. Nofj*. Hnomk Seia*i*. Shuntjnjk
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ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA SCHOOL BOARDS

316 W 11thS. « Juneau, Alaska 99801-1510 « (907)586-1083
AIYM

POSITION PAPER

The Association of Alaska School Boards supports HCR 18 Establishing the Joint
Committee on School Performance.

AASB believes that some ofthe current proposed legislation could have atremen-
dous impact on the quality of Alaska education for many years to come. Itis
param ->untthatthese issuesgetadequate hearings and public input before being

decided upon.

Thewhole issue of school reform iscomplex and deserves careful attention and far-
sighted recommendations. The original Senate Special Committee on School
Performance did an admirable job of identifying areas particularly critical for
improvement of Alaska's schools, but they themselves recognized that they had

barely made a beginning.

AASB believes a special committee, conducting in-depth research on the many
intertwined issues that affect public education, is an excellent way to begin
education reform in Alaska.



