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STAIfc UK ALASKA BILLVERSION:  HCR 16
1989 legislative session PUBLISH DATE: 2705/89
REQUEST:

RevIlil0QDaw: - AgencyAffected: - UnlverS|ty of Alaska
Tide: "Supporting the establishment of a BRU:_ LILfi
program leatling %9 a maader of Social -
Work degree at the UnlversUy of Alaska.™ Components:
SPONSOR! The Health, Education L social ~ ————————
Services Committee REQUESTOR: HESSC
OPERATINO FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94
personalservices -0- -0-
TRAVEL -0- —*0-
CONTRACTUAL J -n-
SUPPLIES n-
EQUIPMENT -0- -0-
LAND A STRUCTURES -n- -n.
ORANT3, CLAINS >
MISCELLANEOUS -d- r -J-
TOTAL OPERATINO *6- -0-
CAPITAL
REVENUE
GENERAL FUND -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS -0- -i-
OTHER -0-
TOLVr, -n- - zSL__
POSITIONS:
FULL- TIME -0- 0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Auachaseperata pege if necessary)

The cost of passage cf this resolution is zero,

Us Went 1s attached.
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Division: Statewlce Sudnst Office

Approvedhv  BH AO.Eocers, ;® W
Agency: UnLvers ity of *1aska
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Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Reguestor
OfSce éManagement and Budget
L-npaced Agencyiea)

but the cost of Implementing
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Mss tar of Social tosk Budgec
Proposed Year 1 X%drgeonanc - Preparation

laltry/ganefUn

| Full Professor? 550,000
Benefits @ 32,n 16,130
Tow | Salary Incranenti 566,150
Consultant? 3.000
rr(i-wk visit by one consultant)
library Acquisitions? 2,500
- éourne[TubaanpcmnSJ specialised
ooks and research materials)
Video tqulpnenct 2.000
Contractual Services? 2,000

(in-sca'ta communication coats)

In-state Traveli o 4,000
(Site visitation and coordination?

poasibli sites include?
rairbinkSj Juneau, Dllllngham bethel,

Kanai, Seward, Soma:, Kodiak, Valdes)
Out*of"State Travel; 3,000
(Z'iiV'tt. conference)
Total MSV Year 1 Increment? 532,650

NOTEs This Increment if facts M.S/J, Pro%ram only. Dots not
include casts for continuing the 5.5.U. Program (see

Proposed BSV continuation budget
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Master of Social Work Budget ,
Propoeed Year 2 Incremenng-gflanmng and ImpUnencins

Salary/Benefits t

Directori (full Profum) 750,000
2 Associate Professors: ©4,000

Sancfiu J 32.37. *3,232
Secretarial Supporti 24,000

Benefice 3 25.3X 6,072
Adjunoc Tnetruetorot it«000
Toul Salary Increnanti $212,334
Consultant! 3,000
Library AcQulaialenat 12,000

(Journal eubsoripclone; aptcialised
books and research siactrialti)

Computer Squtpnonci 5,000
Office Spocat _ 5,000
Coice and Shipment
Contractual Serviceat 2,000
(loi""Tti eocvnunicatier. coses)
Coaaodicioei 2,000
Candidacy Duee, C.3»W.S.r 1,000
rr.olci\ca} Tra_ve\}{ onfesordinacici bly at 4,000
.6 viavtacion/caordipacicin possiply a
?alrb_anﬁe, Euneau, DII|Iﬂ(§1hﬁa,p aacga)f,
Kanai, Seward, Hoser, Kodiak, Valdes)
Out-of-state Travel: *.000
(c.s.wTs. conference)
Toul MSW rear 2 increr.cnc 5230,35*
NOTS]  ThiS incrsr.ar.t M.S.w. Trojran cnly. . 2cea noc
7rojran (aau

include ccscj f)r :ontinula- 5he 3.5.V,
Proposed 23V comtindation budge?).



POSITION  RMPHR/)epartment ¢ Health & Social Services

POSITION PAPER

House Concurrent Resolution No. 16

Supporting the establishment of a
program leading to a Master of
Social Work degree at the University
of Alaska.

The Department of Health and Social Services is in support of this
resolution to develop a Masters of Social Work program at the University of
Alaska.

The Division of Family and Youth Services (DFYS) is the primary division in
the department employing social workers. Of approximately 160 social
worker positions within the division, less than half ar? filled with
persons holding a masters in social work degree (MSk). Staff without an
MSW must leave the state in order to pursue that degree. The necessity to
leave Alaska has deterred many staff from seeking that advanced degree. Of
those who leave the state to further their education, a percentage do not
return. In addition, we believe an in-state MSW program will assist
significantly with increasing ihe number of Native social workers.

With budget reductions, many child welfare/child protection agencies have
been forced to discontinue programs that provided staff the opportunity to
return to school to pursue an advanced degree. DFYS®" program was
discontinued 1in 1979. If an MSW program were developed in Alaska, DFYS
will enable and encourage interested staff to "job share"™, work part-time,
or attend evening classes to obtain their degrees. In addition, DFY5 would
designate two to five positions in the DFYS office in Anchorage as
"rotation” positions, to be filled by staff from other locations who wish
to temporarily transfer into Anchorage 1in order to continue working and
attend school part-time. Both of these measures will encourage staff to
remain in the state, receive additional training and a degree and, most
importantly, 1improve the services provided to children in state custody.
The additional time to further increase knowledge in a chosen profession
creates better qualified professionals and avoids burn out and departure
from the chosen field of work.

The Director of DFYS is presently a member of the MSW advisory committee at
UAA, and the Department will continue to support the University's efforts
in this area.

RECOMMENDED: A 1*.
Yvonne M. Chase, Director
Division of Family
and Ycuth Services

/
DATE:
APPROVED:
Myra M~/funson, Commissioner
Department of Health
and Social Services
DATE:



STATE OF ALASKA
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Box VERSION: — E L 16
PUBLISH DATE:  2-15-89

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:
Revision Date: h n " n Agency Affected :  DHSS
Title: "Supporting the establishment of  bjuj

a program leading to a Master of Social Work degree at the University of Alaska.
Components «

Sponsor:  House HESS

Requestor:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollare)

OPERATING FY 8 FY 90 FY a FY @ FY 8B FY o4
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EEUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- 0 -0- 0

CAPTTAL -0- -0- -0- 0 -0- 0

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- 0 -0- 0
FUNDING: (Thousands of Pollan)
GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- 0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TTME -0- -0- -0- 0 -0- 0
PART-TIME -0- -1i- > 0 -0- 0
TEMPORARY BT T P . g™ 0 -0- 0
ANALYSIS @ (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Pgaredby:  Yvonne Chase, Director A 46M170
Division: tanily and Youth S€NNet Dal - <ZITM 1
Arrmvnd hv S?ToN «3/1k;t
Aggncy. Department ot Heaitn and Social Services /
Distribution (by preparer):

Legislative Finance

Legislative Sponsor

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ics) P°RC -------- of



HOL'SE COMMITTEE REPORT

(7)
Date Referred: February 15, 1989 FURTHER REFERRALS: FINANCE

Date of Committee Action: Anfo$9

The HEALTH. EDUCATION. & SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HCR 16

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 16
[MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM: U OF A]

Supporting the establishment of a program leading to a Master of Social
Work degree at the University of Alaska.

RECOMMENDS :
the same title

replacing with [ 1 a new title
the attached amendment(s)
do pass

do not pass

no recommendation

individual recommendations

additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of iIntent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): APPROVES PREVIOUS:
[ 1 fiscal impact [ 1 fiscal note(s) published:

[ 1 zero fiscal note

[XJ zero with analysis [ 1 zero fiscal notes(s) published;

SIGNING OTHER THAN DO PASS:

SIGNING DO PASS:
(Do Not Pass, No Recommendation, Amend)

"s signature



Alaska Foster Parents Association
P. O. BOX 140651 = ANCHORAGE-.. ALASKA 99508

POSITION PAPER
HCR 16
ESTABLISHMENT OF MSW PROGRAM

The Alaska Foster Parent Association strongly supports the
passage of HCR 16 as a positive step in increasing the level
of knowledge and expertise among social workers iIn Alaska.

IT we are to have community based programs in mental health,
substance abuse and child protection, It is necessary to
provide educational and employment opportunities to our
young people. We are in particular need of greater
involvement of Native Alaskans and any impediment to
education and advanced degrees that we can remove, can only
enhance the opportunities available. By keeping Alaskans in
Alaska for education, we will promote their return to their
home communities to build knowledgeable community-based
services and combine the best of both worlds--local, ethnic
priorities with educated, knowledgeable service personnel.

Another possible benefit could be the research resulting
from advanced studies. We are quite sure that there will be a
great deal of academic curiosity directed toward issues of
local iInterest as well as how social issues in Alaska may be
similar or different from related issues in other states.

Miriam Sumner Frank H. Wasmer
{-resident Vice President



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _
committee name

committee on y £ Uz dated 3- 1Q- 9 f
bill/subject
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ; jt o
committee name
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Alaska State Legislature
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ALASKA MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM DIRECTOR®"S ASSOCIATION
c/o David C. Wagner, Ed.D.
215 Fidalgo Street, Suite 102
Kenai, AK 99631

March 10, 1989

House Health, Education and

Social Service Committe
House of Representative
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 59801

Gentlemen/Ladies:

The Alaska Mental Health Program Directors Association supports the
development of a Master of Social Work Degree Program at the Univer-

sity of Alaska for the following reasons:

1. Alaska"s unique cultural diversity requires specially trained
professionals to meet the emotional, psychological and psycho-
social needs of many indigenous ethnic groups within the state.
Social workers trained to understand the traditional values,
customs and subsistence-based lifestyles of Native groups Iis

essential.

2. Geographic characteristics and climate are important factors
that deserve special attention. Mental Health professionals in
Alaska must understand the impact climate and isolation make on
emotional/psychological wellbeing.

3. Alaska has a shortage of mental health professionals. The prob-
lem is especially acute in rural areas. This is due, iIn part,
to lower 48 perceptions of Alaska as a state with a dwindling
economy, an undesirable climate, and limited opportunities for
professional growth. Over the last several years, mental health
centers in Alaska have spent considerable time and money to
"sell™ Alaska and recruit social workers to the state. This has
been done with Hlittle success. An in-state MSW Program would
provide training which is cost effective and culturally unique.

On behalf of the Alaska Mental Health Program Directors Association,
I urge you to support the establishment of an MSW Program at the
University of Alaska. Such a program is essential 1iIn providing
quality care to Alaskans in need of social work services.

For the Alaska Mental Health Program Directors Association, 1 am

David C. Wagner, Ed.D.
Vice Chairman
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Original sponsor: Health, Education and
Social Services Committee

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 16 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
Supporting the establishment of a pro-
gram leading to a Master of Social Work
degree at the University of Alaska.
BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there 1is a substantial need for a program leading to a Master
of Social Work degree (MSW) in the state, as evidenced by the most recent
assessment conducted by Dr. Diane Bernard, who was formerly with the Coun-
cil of Social Work Education and is eminently qualified to conduct this
type of assessment; and

WHEREAS, of the 18 agencies 1iIn Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau that
were contacted as part of the assessment, 16 iIndicated that there was an
immediate need for state-trained master social workers to provide basic
social work services, including rural, cross-cultural, mental health, and
substance abuse services; and

WHEREAS social workers are specifically trained to address rural,
cross-cultural, mental health, and substance abuse issues and are trained
to bring resources in line with human needs; and

WHEREAS state agencies, particularly the division of mental health and
developmental disabilities and the division of family and youth services Iin
the Department of Health and Social Services, have expressed adesperate
need for additional qualified socialworkers; and

WHEREAS, 1in a follow-up study of Bachelor of Social Work graduates
from the University of Alaska, 60 percent wanted to pursue a MSWand would
prefer to obtain that degree iIn the state; and

WHEREAS an advisory committee composed of representatives of the

~1- CSHCR 16(HESS)



University of Alaska, the Department of Health and Social Services, Native
organizations, students, private practitioners, and state legislators was
created to address the feasibility of a program leading to the MSW degree
in the state, and that committee recommended the iImplementation of the
program;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the addition
of a program leading to the Master iIn Social Work degree to the University
of Alaska and encourages the University of Alaska to initiate the develop-

ment and implementation of that program as expeditiously as possible.

CSHCR 16 (HESS) _3



