


Alaska State Legislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Official Business P.O. Box V
State Capitol

funeau. Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Johnny Ellis, Chairman
House HESS Committee *

From: Representative Mike MillerH |

Re: Scheduling request for HB 509, "An Act prohibiting
abortions sought solely because of the gender of the

fetus"

Date: 3/7/790

I believe most Americans are shocked to hear that a baby would
be aborted simply because i1t is of the wrong sex; however,
this practice does take place and according to numerous
publications, the practice is becoming increasingly acceptable
in the United States. Although gender selection may not be a
large problem now, given the way things go in this country, it
could be trendy in five years and routine in ten according to
Tabitha Powledge, of the prestigious Hastings Center,

Institute of Society, Ethics and the Life Sciences in
Hasting-on-Hudson, N.Y.

While nationwide polls indicate a majority of Americans do not
support a total ban on abortion, these same surveys show
varying degrees of support for restricting abortions under
certain circumstances. In ~ ooll conducted by the Gallup
Organization for Newsweek Magazine in 1989, 806 of the
respondents indicated abortions for the purpose of selecting
sex should be i1llegal. With this in mind, 1| introduced HB 509
to focus discussion on this topic.

I respectfully request that HB 509 be scheduled for a hearing
before the House HESS Committee at the earliest available
date. If you have any questions regarding this request,
please contact me at x-4976.



Americans and Abortion

r all the- heat the issue raises, Americans taken measured
Riew of abortion: a majority endorses the rijrht toend a
pregnancy, but only for the most compelling reasons

)o you think abortions should be:

Lfi. Al AW 1.EUAI'(T.RTAIS lit.niAl All
CISIUMSIANIES CIRCUMSIANCES  CIRCUMSI AMIS'
Current 27% 50% 18%
1991 23% 52% 21%
1975 21% 54% 22%

Should abortions be legal or not legal hi eaih of the
following circumstances?

UWAL I.tr.Al
Woman's I fc encljnge't'd 89% 8%
Rape O' incest 81% 16%
Woman's health woo'd be impaired 75% 17%
Chance baby wli be bom dcfo’med 57% 31%
Mmdttir { ljriTia’ricd 37% 56%
Cfint nfforti Child 35% 59%
f'a'on!:, don'twant a cMd 30% 66%
P,Vents wan! cMff'r'nJ *(>» 15% 80%

If the Supreme Court should overturn ROC V. H:adc,
would the following be true or false?

Till € TAIM
More women would die because of
il'egai abortions 75% 19%
There would be more widespread
use of birth control 67% 25%
Most of the unwanted babies would
be adopted 58% 33%
There wojid be more mistreated children 56% 34%
Only rich women would be able

37% 58%

to get abortions

If state legislatures nrc permitted to make abortions
Illegal, would you:

56% Consider a candidate spos'hon on abortion o ne of many
important factors when voting
17 % Not think it shoo'd be a maior issue
14 % Always vote lor a candidate who opposed abo'hons
9% Never vote for a candidate who opposed aboiions
,f;:ff‘rsM T 7 i TN L e,
*< It#lome TSt 1or S UL *'I BUIL "
M UsUIIk ATL11 tif"

39



fritf 5£>

ecting a R
Still No Certain Method

By SANDRA BLAKESLEE

IOR most couples, pregnancy is a time of

eanticipation: Is it a boy or girl, is it

healthy, who wall it resemble? A small

number of couples, however, want to take
the mystery’ out of pregnancy. They want their
child to be a particular sex. and they are walling to
pay thousands of dollars, listen to anybody or try
any method that promises to change the odds of
conceiving a boy or girl.

By using special douches, charting body tem-
peratures or having sperm treated before the
mother is inseminated, the couple is told, a child
of the coveted sex will be bom. According toan in-
formal survey of obstetricians, fertility experts
and experimental geneticists from around the
country, these couples are mostly being fooled by
false promises.

No sex preselection method has yet been proven
effective according to the rigorous standards of
professional medical journals. And those who pro-
mote the various techniques say that none are
guaranteed.

Techniques that rely on separating sperm
"have not been show to work in humans," said Dr.
Kurt Hirschhom. chairman of pediatrics at the
Mt Sinai Medical Center in Manhattan. Methods
that require women to follow set regimens prior to
conception do not succeed either, according to the
American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Bui if a sex-selection technique ever is p«rfect-
ed. medual experts say. the ethical and social

consequences could be disturbing.

rani

Some experts say efforts
to perfect techniques
raise troubling concerns.

According to the demographer Dr. Charles
Westoff of Pnnceton University, studies show
that most Americans want a boy and a girl in that
order.

"If we had a technology available to predeter-
mine the sex ratio of children it would not have
any dramatic effect on the sex ratio overall." Dr.
Westoff said. "But theorderof birth would change
dramatically." <

The number of male firstborns with little sisters
would double, he said "The implications are any-
body's guess,” Dr. Westoff said. Birth order is
widely believed to affect personality, academic
achievement and later success in life.

An effective sex preselection technique would
have even greater consequences in countnes
where the desire to produce maie heirs ts para-
mount, Dr. Westoff said. Many families would
choose not to have girls, resulting in a rapid over-

Continued on Puge C6 j
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supply of boys. In general, he said one
of the strongest preferences for boy
babies is found in the Chinese culture.

Today many couples spend as
much as 5250 per month on treat-
ments in an attempt to determine the
sex of their children. They explain
their needs in letters such as these,
which were addressed to Gametrics
Ltd., a center In Sausalito, Calif., that
promotes a procedure to separate
sperm In an attempt to insure that
male conceptions are more likely to
occur.

From a farmer's wife:

"1 dearly want another child. But
my husband doesn’t want another
girl. He farms and would love to have
a son to farm with him. This would
definitely be our last child."

From a woman with five sons:

"My desire to have a daughter is
still very much a part of me. | guess it
has been my life's dream. | guess if
there's any way to liave one, |
would."

From the mother of three girls:

"We wanted a boy all three preg-
nancies. As mufch as | love our girls, |
feel something is missing. When | see
my husband's eyes when he see a lit-
tle boy with a basetx.ll cap on or foot-
ball shirt, | ache for him. He coaches
midget football. He loves to hunt and
he collects guns He always used to
say, 'I'll save this one for my boy."

(Wav 20

From a distraught woman:

"My husband is from the Middle
Easf. | have had .three pregnancies
and two girls. With the third preg-
nancy we had an amniocentesis and it
was a girl so it was aborted. The pres-
sure from my mother-in-law and my
husband's sisters to have a boy is un-
bearable.”

Because a couple’s reproductive
wishes and choices are usually kept
private, it is hard to know how many
couples today want to alter the odds
in favor of having a child of a particu-
lar sex. Nan Chico, a sociologist at
California State University at Hay-
ward, says that such a desire seems
to be the exception rather than the
rule. Professor Chico has catalogued
more than 6,000 letters written to
Gametrics ovetf the last 10 years. A
third of the lettfers gave specific rea-
sons why the couples wanted to
choose the sex of their next baby.

The vast majority of couples, Pro-
fessor Chico said, have two or three
children o* the same sex and wantone
more of the opposite sex. Only 17 cou-
ples indicated they wanted to choose
the sex of their firstborn (11 elected
boys and 6 wanted Rtrls). Many cou-
ples had had children by previous
mamages and wanted Just one more,
of a specific sex. Intheir current mar-
riage.

Professor Chico said many couples
"think modem medicine can do any-
thing." There are embryo transfer*,
lest tube babirs, genetic engimvnng

, I"rss

and prenatal diagnostics, she said,
"So why not sex preselection?"

Dr. Ferdinand Beemink, an obste-
trician-gynocologist at Advanced
Reproductive Services in Berkeley,
Calif., which also offers the same
sperm separation procedure devel-
oped at Gametrics, said many of his
clients, some of whom come from
abroad, face cultural pressure to
produce a male heir. This is particu-
larly true, he said, of Asians, East In-
dians, people from the Middle East
and Nigerians.

Worldwide, 106 boys are bom for
every 100 girls. Despite their slight
advantage at birth, however, boys
have a higher infant death rate, so
girls sc”*n outnumber boys.

The promise of sex-selection tech-
niques is that couples can alter those
odds. Two books on the subject have
just been revised.

One of the books, "How To Choose
the Sex of Your Baby" by Landrum
Shettles and David Rorvik is based on
a finding made 25 years ago by the
Dr. Sophia Kleegman of New York
University Medical School. She dis-
covered that, for reasons still un-
known, more boy babies are bom to
women who conceive as a result of ar-
tificial insemination given on thedav
of ovulation or the day before ovula-
tion.

Dr. Shuttles, a specialist in repro-
duction. and Mr Rorvik say that the
same results may be obtained by
women who conceive naturally nt the



time of ovulation. They advise chart*
_ing body temperature to know when
ovulation occurs and to douche with
liquids that are said to create a
favorable environment for either
male or female sperm. Critics of this
method say that Dr. Kleegman's find-
ings are not relevant to natural con-
ception.

The other book, "Boy or Girl?” by
Elizabeth Whelan, appears to contra-
dict the advice of the first book. Ac-
cording to the book, written in 1977,
girls are more likely to be bom when
conceived close to ovulation. Boys are
favored when sperm are mtrvliired
earlier in the cycle, the book says.

A spokesman for the American Col-
lege of Obstetrics and Gynecology
says that such "rhythm” techniques
do not provide consistent, predictable
results.

Even Dr. Whelan, who has a Ph.D.
in public health, has had second
thoughts about raising the hopes of
couples who want to determine the
sex of their baby. "The honest to God
truth is that we don't have an an-
swer,” she said in a telephone inter-
view. Her research, she said, shows a
slight correlation to skewing the 50-50
odds in a way "that could only warm
the heart of a statistician.” "I try to

people not to accept false prom-
ises from someone wanting to make a
quick buck," she said.

Another method aimed at sex selec-
tion involves separating sperm,
which are produced In two varieties,

X and Y. When an X-bearing sperm
fertilizes an egg, a girl is conceived. A
Y-bearing sperm produces male em-
bryos. Sperm separation tt-chmques
try to collect sperm of one variety
over the other and artificially insemi-
nate a woman with the sperm of the
desired sex.

Dr. Ronald Ericsson, founder and
president of Gametrics, was the first
to offer such a service. His semen fil-
tering technique favors the collection
of X sperm, which generally swim
faster than Y sperm. He has licensed
his method to 36 clinics around the
world and says that of a total of 198
successful pregnancies, 15 were
boys and 42 were girls. He says that
the sample size is too small to prove
the validity of his technique, but he
expects to gain more evidence as his
centers expand. Dr. Hirschhom, of
the Mt. Sinai Medical Center in Man-
hattan, said the technique has "not
received a proper scientific trial in
man."

No sex selection technique will be
accepted by the medical profession
until scientific papers present the
methods and results in a Journal that
requires a review by other profession-
als before publication, Dr. Hirsch-
hom said.

Nor do genetic counselors advise
their patients who may carry defec-
tive genes that are only expressed In
boy babies (hemophilia is an exam-
ple) to try techniques designed to
fuvor the birth of a girl. "There are

potential hazards in manipulating
sperm." said Dr. Michael Kaback, di-
rector of the prenatal diagnosis and
genetic courseling center at Harbor-
UCLA Hospital in Los Angeles.
Sperm could be damaged while being
handled outside the body, medical ex-
perts say.

Ocher experts expressed ethical
concerns. Dr. John Fletcher, assist-
ant for bioethics at the clinical center
of the National Insitutes of Health in
Besthesda, Md., is an expert on sex
selecticn. issues. He said his views are
his own and that the Federal agency
has no policies on these matters.

"I worry that these techniques
could » a precedent for eugenics,”
he said. "One should use medicine to
treat diseases and conditions that are
profound. Gender is not a disease. We
live in an era when we ought to be
careful about drawing lines in human
genetics and reproduction.”

Second, he said, if everyone could
choose the sex of their baby, "it would
be bad for girls." "If the perponder-
ance of firstborn are boys," Dr.
Fletcher said, "they would get the
lion’s share of attention."

Finally, he said "it might lead to
more abortions for sex choice.”
"W hile there is no evidence to support
this," he said, "emome people commiit-
ted to predetermination might be in-
terested In making sure of what they
got."
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U.S. policy overdue

etal Sexing

Bar llurbor, Maine—U.S. ge-
neticists need to grapple with the eth-
ics of determining the sex of healthy
fetuses al the request of parents who
may opt for abortion on the basis of
sex, say concerned experts.

A small but growing number of cou-
ples ask about their fetus’ sex, and
60% of U.S. medical geneticists sur-
veyed in 1355 said they'd do the test
or refer the couple to someone who
would, Ten years ago, only 1% of
medical geneticists approved of test-
ing for sex. Though the geneticists' at-
titudes haven't translated into prac-
tice, pressure is mounting to “start
some dialog,” notes Dr. Elizabeth
Short, chairman of the American Soci-
ety of Human Genetics public policy
committee.

Policy decisions will be needed
within the next few years, she said at
the annual genetics course held at the
Jackson Laboratory' here. Though the
capability for fetal sexing has heen
limited to amniocentesis, first-trimes-
ter chorionic villus sampling could be-
come readily available at the conclu-
sion of the multisite National Insti-
tutes of Health trial comparing the two
procedures.

Hut Dr. Haig Kazazian, commenting
from the audience after Dr. Short's

- “mfE

Dr. Flctchi'r expressed
concern that geneticists
who agree to fetal sex
determination may be
swayed 'by the notion
that par,-nls hare aright
to shape their own
perfect child.'

X
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Is It Ethical? When?

presentation, called sex predetermin-
ation a nonissue. The prenatal diagno-
sis clinic that he heads at Johns Hop-
kins has received no overt requests for
the procedure during the past 10
years. A single disguised request was
unmasked.

Eight other prenatal diagnosis clin-
ics contacted by MWN reported some
demand. UCLA gets about 50 overt
requests a year, and both Boston Uni-
versity Medical Center and the Uni-
versity of Michigan Hospital in Ann
Ar™or report rare inquiries. Three of
e eight centers, in addition to Hop-
kins, reported at least one case in
which parents had used concern about
maternal age or heritable disease to
conceal their desire for sex selection.
None of the respondents knew
whether healthy fetuses had been
aborted.

The Genetics & IVF Institute in
Fairfax, Va. has performed 19b of its
2.000 CVS procedures because “par-
ents wanted to know the fetal sex and
had no>medical indication for testing,"
says its president, Dr. Joseph D.
Schulman, a professor of human ge-
netics, pediatrics, and ob-gyn at the
Medical College of Virginia.

Son wanted. Even ifa clinic gets
only two requests a year, “the impact
per case is high because they make ev-
eryone quite uncomfortable,” says Dr.

Short, who practiced in California be-

fore joining the Association of Ameri-
can Medical Colleges as deputy direc-
tor for biomedical research policy.
Most requests come from couples in
which "the hushand wants a son."

Ten years ago she would not have
performed amniocentesis in such situ-
ations. Hut now that CVS is on the
scene and prenatal testing facilities
are more widely available, she savs, "l

might do sex selection once inawhile.”

Lacking legislative or professional
guidelines, most genetics clinics have
elected not to test for sex alone. How-
ever, on request they reveal the sex of
a fetus tested for a medical reason.

Given the opportunity, about 75%
of parents choose to learn their unborn
children's sex, says Beth Fine, presi-
dent of the National Society of Genet-
ics Counselors (NSGC). At Chicago's
Michael Reese Hospital, where she
counsels patients, tests are refused
those who ask outright for determina-
tion of sex.

The NSGC has no official position
on sex selection, though Fine told
MWN that she and many of her col-
leagues find the practice "abhorrent.”
She's also concerned that withholding
sex infr-mation obtained during a test
fcr medical reasons might be as legally

i roblematic as failing to report a tu-

mor discovered during tests for an-
other ailment.

But ethicist John C. Fletcher sees"a
very important moral line between us-
ing knowledge to diagnose "nd treat
disease, and using it to alter the nor-
mal state of affairs." Chief of bioethics
at the NIH clinical centers in Be-
thesda, Md., he urges U.S. medical ge-
neticists to adopt a uniform policy— as
their West German and British col-
leagues have done— of "not informing
parents about the sex of the child until
24 weeks," except when sex is diag-
nostic for a hereditary disease. The
policy should be developed by the
American Society for Human Genet-
ics. he says.

Dr. Short, who chairs the ASHG
public policy committee, agrees, but
she says the organization has no offi-
cial position on sex determination and
is not ir. the process of drafting one.

MFDtc \L WORLD NF.Ws."aEPTLMBEK 2S. 1957

Neither wants state or federal law-
makers setting the policy, but Dr.
Fletcher thinks legislation may prove
necessary. For a decade, consensus
conferences and major statements on
genetic testing have promised that
clinical geneticists "intend to use ge-
netic knowledge in an ethically accept-
able way," he told MWN. “If they can't
keep that promise, then other people
are going to have to do it for them."

In-a 1985 survey of 1,070 clinical
geneticists, Dr. Fletcher posed a hypo-
thetical sex-select:on case in which a
couple with several daughters re-
quested fetal sex determination but
had no maternal age risk or other indi-
cation for testing. The couple planned
an abortion if the test was refused. Of
295 U.S. geneticists surveyed, 32%
said they would perform the test and
289h said they would refer the couple.

In 16 of 19 countries where the sur-
vey was conducted, more than 75% of
geneticists said they would neither
test nor refer. "American geneticists
are out of step,” observes Dr.
Fletcher.

He expressel surprise at the U.S.
results and doesn't think they reflect
actual practice. In a 1975 surve- 1%
of medical geneticists approved of us-
ing prenatal testing to determine sex.
By 1977, the proportion had risen to
219b.

Eugenics seen. Dr. Fletcher
calls sex predetermination “a prece-
dent for eugenics." He's concerned
that geneticists are being swayed "by
the notion that parents have a right to
shape their own perfect child."

Washington attorney Andrew Kim-
brell, policy director for the Founda-
tion on Economic Trends, speaks
more bluntly. “If children are viewed
asacommodity, then sex selection be-
comes like choosing Fepsiover Coke."

Public policy should be formulated
now while demand is low, before peo-
ple assume that fetal sexing is a right
and before the testing becomes an im-
portant source of revenue to prenatal
diagnosis facilities, he argues. m

10
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Genetic choice anc

By John J Fried
Knight Nows Sorvico

Tho woman, aboul 15 works pregnant, was nrrvous as she
fared the gcnelirs counselor at a large medical center She and
her husband were already the parents of two girls They didn’t
warn another girl. The mother wanted the center to help deter-
mine the sex of her unborn child so that she could decide wheth-
er to continue her pregnancy.

The counselor, firmly but politely, refused.

The woman was not the first to come "to the center, nor would
she be the last Across the country, university-based medical
centers, genetic counselors, and many obstetricians are finding
that parents, determined to control the gender of their next
child, a.. *-««'kling in for help

The trickle, some experts believe, may become a steady
stream, especially as techniques to determine the sex of a fetus
are simplified. "It (gender selection) may not be a large problem
now," said Tabitha Powledge. of the prestigious Hastings Cen-
ter, 'nstitulc of Society. Ethics and the Life Sciences in Has-
tmgs-on-Hudson, N Y. "But. given the way things go in this
country, it could be trendy in five years and routine in 10"

Currently, a "diagnosis" of fcul sex is made'with the help of
amniocentesis. A needle is inserted into the womb and used to
withdraw amniotic fluid containing cells sloughed oft by the fe-
tus. The cells are then gi >wn (or "cultured") and their heredi-
tary material analyzed.

Amniocentesis was developed not to determine jex but to
help diagnose potential hereditary diseases in the fetus Since
there are many congenital defects stemming from the chromo
somcs that determine sex, analysis of the fetal cells automatical-
ly yields information about the child’s gender. m

If parents then decide the child is of the "wrong" sex. they
can turn to abortion to end the pregnancy

Although physicians in virtually
every major medical center 6peak
of gender control with abhorrence,
some will admit they have
performed amniocentesis to
provide information about sex

Some parents seeking to find out the sex of a fetus know that
amniocentesis, because it is a complicated and somewhat risky
procedure, is made available only lo parents who carry heredi-
tary disease, to women over 35 (who run @ high risk of bearing a
genetically defective child) and to women who have previously
had a child born with a hereditary problem

"There is no hard data because people whu are doing it don’t
want lo talk about it," Powledge said !‘But you hear from ge-
neticists that thry arc getting more and more requests (for fetal
gender identification)"

Those physicians and geneticist* who do overcome their re-
luctance to discuss the issue insist that moral and elhiral consul
crations — on their part and on the part of parents and other
mcdiral professionals - are keeping gtnd r control from becom-
ing anything more than u sometime ibe ration

"It is not a serious, unlreiuble here, ilary condition to be a
boy or a girl,"” said Dr Michael M Kaback associate chief of the
division of medical genetics at llarbor-UCL A Medical center "It
goes beyond my limits as a person and a physician to use (am
nlocentesis) to determine the sex of a child and terminate the
pregnancy o-» chat bant

Three have been families that have tome in naive fashion



HiscliM hart data bacauae people who are doing it don't
waal to talk about it," Powledge uid. ‘But you hear from ge»
RttkUU that they are getting more and more requests (for fetal
gender ldentification).”

Thoae physician* and geneticist* who do overcome their re-
luctance todiacuu the taaue Insist that moral and ethical comld-
eratlona — on their part and on the part of parent* and other
medical pro/eaalcnala—are keeping gender control from becom:
ing anything more than a aomeUmc aberration.

"It la not a serious, unbeatable hereditary condition to bo a
boy or agirl," said Dr. Michael M. Kaback, associate chief of the
dlviaico of medical genetic* at Harbor-UCLA Medical center. "1t
got* beyond my limila aa a person and a physician to use (am
nloceotes)j) to determine the aex of a child and terminate the
pregnancy on that basis.

‘There have been families that have come In naive frthlon
and have asked for thli. And when you alt down and talk you
find out that the Issue is not gender, but that they may not even
want the child and they are using this aa a way of rationalizing
not continuing with the pregnancy.

"But If you help them think through the moral and social
implications of wtultbejLwanUo-ria, Imajr own experience,

"thoae families elect not to do anything."
Despite the boetllity with which the topic of gender control U
mmat, there are Indications that oppoaiiirn to the practice la any-
thing but total ~ or consistent. Although physicians in virtually
j, avary major madical center speak of gender control with abhor-
rence, some will admit they have performed amnlocentesla to
' provide Information about
;— !lOrar thalast 10yaaral have dona It In about 12cases," Dr.
Barbara Crandall, aa aﬁociate profesaor of pediatrics and>y-
: chi*try at UCLA, aaidl. | have dooe so because | bad a aubjec-
stivafading that theae were psychlalrically sound, aenalhle peo-
ple who had thought things out And In thoae cases, none of the
parents, aa far aa | known, choee to go ahead with an abohlon."
Thoae madical center experts whowill not participate In gen-
Identificrtjon efforts wil', nevertheless, refer patients to lab-
oratories or obstetricians In private practice who wliL
— T hop* to talk them out of It,” Kaback said: “But If they
(Ijnslitsgon pursuing It, | will give tbema list of facilities that wiU
O . L J L J

* Moreover, aome medical centers that unUlnow have refused
lo Involve themselves In gender Identification are cautiously
changing their policies. Until six-months ago, Johns Hopkins
University Medical Center genetics counselor* Would not deal

with parents who wanted to know the gender of their next child.

*  But after some soul-searching in-houu debates and discus-
lions with John C. Fletcher, a medical ethics expert al the Na-
tional Institute of Health, Johns Hopkins genetic experts decid-
ed to offer counting and amniocentesis for gender selection on
a limited bails.

To a Urge extent, parental attempts to practice gender con-
trol have been limited because amniocentesis has been consid-
ered a rigorous procedure best left to the experts at large medi-
cal centers. . o'

*But an increasing number of medical scientists ore coming to
believe that amniocentesis, after a decode of use. should now be
looked upon as a medical tool ready for widespread use.

Thus,' the procedure U already being carried out In small
community hospitals. And, more and more obstetricians arc not
only learning to do amniocentesis, but are performing the tech-
nique In their offices. - .

“As a result, amniocentesis is likely to be used increasingly
for gender Identification because women who now go to medical
centers for that purpose and get turned off will go to private
doctors,” said Powledge,

Ilustration lor Th# Globa by Karan W*WOfl
|

Amniocentesis is performed between the 14th and 16lh weekv
And. usually there is a three-we”k waiting period before th£R8ff[
results are known."™" " ‘

’
" . -

* o o~

As a result, if parents learn that their unborft chll4;l1*;"W
“wrong" sex and want to abort It, they are faced with termirUt<
Ing the pregnancy after the 18th or 10th week -4’a time whetTth!
risk of injury or death lo the mother Is high. This la Itvif, some
experts say, Is sufficient to discharge pwplo'iMcnUon gender
control. e 1 .Jipr,

n i s N r* *1til
But researchers arc passing ahead to find new procedure*
that will allow physicians to identify fetal choracterlatlarisrilajr
ond earlier in the pregnancy and to do so withoutsubm itting”

mother to.the rigors of amniocentesis. * m

Stanford U-ienlists, for example, hive found th?b«iiifo”™$
fetus,can b$ found circulating in the mother's blood stream sis
early as the 15th week of pregnanoy; And although they have noj
yet found a way of.‘,culturing"tfce fetal cells obtained
blood stream, researchers, have, learned that theselcolls catft
used to determine the sex of the child. , i |

GENDER, Page 42
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A simple blood test, in other words, eould yield infor
matlon now only available through amnioccntrtis

“Conceivably. identification of gender will bo done
earlier and earlier,” Powledge said. “And. while ihclr
work haj not been duplicated here yrl. Chinese research
era have reported that they have managed to acrape fclat
crlli from the (vaginal wall) u early aa tevrn weeks into
the pregnancy.”

These celb too would yield dues to the child’s sex.
Powledge points out

Because the technology for gender t ntrol already ex-
ists a;d because it U likely to be vastly simplified within

the next five to 10 years, many experts believe that the i

medical community and the public at large must start
facing up to the Issue's moral and legal implications.

Thus, do lors who will perform abortion on demand,
argued Fletcher, who is special assistant for bioethics to
the dirrctor of the National Institutes of Health, cannot
lake a self-rightcoua view toward the use of abortion and
amniocentesis for gender control.

“It is inconsistent for physicians to perform abortion
for other reasons and then refuse sex choice cases on the
basis that thla is a IrivialitaUon,” Fletcher told the Jour-

nal of the American Medical Asan “If you accept the i

Supreme Court's decision on abortion, them you must ac-

cipl six itillin' os a valid reason for ihc prcmduie"

(In essence. Thr Supreme Court has ruled that abor-
ton is n womnn’s rhoire and that it is not subject to regu-
lation by the slate, the woman'’s partner or her parents )

The opportunity to choose the child’s gender, popula-
tion experts point out, could have explosive implications
In a society that still seems to perfer male In female chil-
dren drspitc strenuous efforts by women, edurntors and
sociologists to dispel sexist attitudes

The issue. Fletcher concludes, cannot bo avoided. "We
have to think about the long-range implications of sex
selection,” he said. "The problems of large-scrde use of
sex selection techniques are scary.

"The struggle between the sexes is hard enough with-
out exacerbating it with something like this " i



Abortion

Signs of trouble ahead

New research and changing public attitudes may have opened a Pandora’s
box of potential problems—some of them as yet only dimly seen.

by JOAN BKCK

A sail irony now confronts thr trim
insls who fought so li.inl nnil so hunt to
nuke abortion on demand legally .w.nl
able Abortion is increasingly being used to
end the life of healthy tinhorn infants (list
because they art; not of the sex their pur
ents prefer And almost all of the unborn
babies being aborted for no reason except
that they art; of an unwanted sex an'
lemale

This ultimate discrimination against
females is expect! ] to mue.ise rapidly Il
the next few years Cheap and highly .iccii
rate methods of learning the sex of unborn
infants early in pregnancy will become
widely available in one to two years These
methods will replace the c implex and
expensive techmipies now rei mreil lor the
purpose Couples Willing In resort,In almr
tion will then find it easy to produce only
sons or daughters in tin* prei isr onler they
desire

Girls Mot Wanted

There is every indiniliuii already that
such prospective parents—Irum well
educated Amencuns to Third World peas
ants—do not want girls, at least not until
after one ot mop: boys

cuurvar 0< = Clkwyo Tigast

Drug Addict
Contmuoa hom Imptci/l .

to get hold of the drugs they need
For this reason il von find it necessary to

mali chromosome) e. lirst penetrated
liy a sperm with an X or a male Y llirnino
Mime An epii illation contains millions ol
each kind ol sperm

livery cell lll the body ol the newly util
ceived child will then have the female XX
pattern or the male X Y hliiepnnt It is rel.i
lively easy to determine whether alell has
XX or XY chromosomes The diffiuilly Il
the past has been to obtain cells fnun the
onhorn baby lo examine

Now its done by amniocentesis. ,l in h
impie developed lo ilelei I allil tri al Kli ills
ease before birth, and now used lo dug
nose Down's syndrome ami about 7(1 other
genetic disorders Amniocentesis lout lie
dime unlit about the thirteenth week ol
pregnancy and reipures inserting .l needle
mtn the uterus ol the pregnant woman lo
willidtaw Ilunl surrounding the milium m
(eelit lor testing The Imil contains cells
sloughed oil from the haliy

Chinese scientists have ilevi loped .l new
method ol obt.lining fetal cells Iroin the
placenta by means of a cervn.nl smear, nl
most as sunlile .is .1 Cap lest So far il sonly
tM)% to ‘KIN .10 urate. loutpaced to ‘HI% lot
.immocenlesis Hut it i.in be done as early
as seventh or eighth week ol pregnancy,
when a first trimester abortion is still .1
possibility

Still another new method louiles and

"made." wli.il a particular doctor prv
scribed, how "easy" he was. and what
drugs they noticed in his olliu-

Doctors' tars, usually with sjxu.il msig
ilia are easy til identify Some nhvsu Llns

tests lel.il while blood cells ill the mother s
lilnud stream Until techniques are expei |
eil to lie easily available here vsillim .l levs
years

Not Hindi flllliter into the future ate 110
proved ways lo till the oddsof conceiv ing |l
child ol lliti desired sex liy artilu i.illv
1L npping either the X or ttie Y hear
mg sperm m the race lowurd the ovum
Theoretically. this is |xis.sihle In'tause ol
the iiilimtesimally small differences ill the
vseighl (untidily, and life spun "I the X and
Y sperm

I'ovsihilrlius include diaphragms that per
nut passage of only Y liearmg sjM'riu. sper
miciil.il creams that would kill either X or

si.essed tooth he makes lull um-ol it ile
goes from dentnl lo dentist asking for p.ell
medicine and antibiotics visiting dm.lor s
uffli.es and hnspii.ils as well M isl dentists
ntul phvsii Lms will give .l n.ifintii when

Y' sperm ami separating the two types ol
sperm by elei Iroplioresis and using the tie
nii'd kind Im artificial insemination Abor
lion would ILU kstop (adores

Ugly Predlcllonx

So sure are some scientists that sex selec
lion of duldreii will soon he widespread
that they are worrying with psychologists
and mu lologisls aliotil how it will affect the
world Almost everyone agrees that most
parents will opt for hoys, at least at first

In the most hopeful views of the select-
ed m’'x world, parents will alvi choose lo
have a girl later on then stop with the ideal
i/eil two child family, reducing the birth
rale This family pattern, psychologists say.
links males into typical first-child leader
slop patterns, with females typecast as sec-
ond place followers from infancy on

In liglier predictions, couples XMOlintie to
prefer Imys lo girls, knocking the inale-fe
male balance permanently askew and re
suiting Ul a male-dominated world with
more violence wars, and homosexuality
and Il serious disruption of Irudttion.il
I.mu!) hie Women might become little
more than queen ants useful chiefly for
M-x ami reproduction

Its a Pandoras box of [Hitential trim
hie—iilid it was abortion, with the insis
tein.e outlie legal right lo eliminate human
beings unwanted for any reason, that
opened the lid first m

A lIrieiul of mine has (lorj)hyria of the
llule inlermiiienl type | think it is hard lo
diagnose ami that . physician has lo send <
urine s|hd mien away somewhere lo be

who h takes li ne Several of my
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| lie debate over uses
of prenatal testing

Ry Christopher Farlev
USA TODAY

In a break with past medical
attitudes, more geneticists are
open to identifying gender for

£ expecting parents early — so
~t)jEy can decide whether to
ej abort

~ ATht change has ethicists do-
»_bSjing where a parent's right to
Q-information ends and the
£> rights of the unborn begin

c

A recent national survey of
medical geneticists found

rE £0 percent approved of per-

p 'Xorming prenatal testing for
sex selection In a 1973 survey.

mE 1 percent approved

C - One reason for the growth

a; tXhe increased availability ol

rj .prenatal lesting equipmenL

p 5 Many experts aren'l wel-

27
ic

C*
2 .

coming the shift "If you're
wiiling to use human geneucs
5 © control gender in thLs gener-
CBUon. we may later misuse the
Qtnowledge in other cases to in
go control for intelligence or
oskjn color." says John Fletcher.
°an ethlcist at the University of
AVirginia and one of three ex
¢ ports behind the recent survey
Abortng because of gender,
or “sexing." is still very rare
Fewer than 1 percent or all
abortions are because of sex-
ing estimates Dr Lawrence D
Platt a genetiCLSt at the Uni-
versity ol Southern California.
Los Angeles, who was also on
the suney learn
Prenatal diagnoses, through
amniocentesis or chonomc vil-
lus sampling ts typically used
as an early warning for such
disorders as.Down's syn-
drome. Tay-Sachs disease and
hemophilia
"Probably 99 percent ol non
medical requests for prenatil
diagnosis are made because
people want @ boy." says Dr

*«» UlarV ' Evahs." an obstetrician

and geneticist at Wayne Suite
University. Detroit and the
survey team's third member
Some experts u.c “ncemed
about the societal imp ct

Another issue
in the battle

Fetal sex selection pro-
vides yet another battle-
ground In the ongoing etrug-
gle between anti-abortion
and procholce groups.

“One of the Interesting as-
pects to tills debate is that
It's girl babies being killed,1
says Dr. John Wilke, presi-
dent of the National Right to
Life Committee. “It's bad
enough that abortion vio-
lates the human rights of ba-
bies, but when It tilts like
this, feminists will have to
start thinking about their
unborn sisters? rights."

However, procbnlce ad-
vocates are wary of inniting
a woman's right to informa-
tion about her own body.

"Tlte Information Bbcut a
woman’s pregnancy has to
be made available to her,"
says Barbara Radford, ex-
ecu':-* director of the Nft-
tk'  Abortion Fe eration.
“We can't legislate what a
man or woman will do with
medical information. Physi-
cians with problems with
the wBY a patient *111 use In-
formation they give them
should let the patient know
so they can go elsewhere "

Evans turns dow n non-medi-
cal sex-sclection requests "Be-
ing female." he says, "is not a
disease ”

Prenatal.diagnosis "was not
deflgned to identity and de-
stroy healthy fetuses," says Dr
Thomas Murray, dlfc-Ctor of
the center of biomedical ethics
at Case Wcsiem Reserve Uni-
versity.'Clcvclane "I'm very
uncomfortable w.ih the quesi
«for a perfect child We need to
be concerned about whether
prenatal diagnosis is bring
used frivolously or seriously”
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ktmdesperately-Acting on matwish.
,c*i did something once considered
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1,1 dace ac-’I h<r (he Y -hrc

*i-. d«VI mreeviruble (Of Ism*-

.cn I'js managed to tilt Sims*
ddx ‘Hiver> «, L'V.n
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Choice of a boy or a girl may
become feasibie-with profound
impact on family patterns
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it/; doriw" alhu-nin ‘Olvticn "r>fs
w .ik cr eiiixirrnsl ‘perm, Uivs rfn->
r->r ruir.nit tlic fretiii*v ¢l ¢ *
soriyn nr.'{:lp tly racing tie "»*Tn
tleu'jyh 1. O f .ilbunin "sCfCvri.'
he cjn alse rnicc** th* Xs.tnd mcrw.it/*
olv* -iiJe Y<  "tr>7»percent, gism*
j f(X"> vrj - .ororix>r <har=-mo’

tv'IKcfp J* ' »c
ref his mcthesj (a »st  jvailbli* I>s
.snting him atC.rrnetrics Ltd.. ISO H.v-
bur D*. S-iaSli'lo. Cal. Still
considered cspenrneiiMi. his 9= p’p-
veleaien techaque h.is pioducr'd 17
childien so far—11 boys end four girls

One of the centers is the Fast Bay
fertility Ob-Cvn Medical Croup in
Berkeley. Cak, vsh.rre the Oklahoma
ci'uple mn! to have their son There
Dr. Ferdinand Dremnk tells parsI is
;hc process is still considered cvperi-
rner.td! "I explain dlaf we're r.Ot guar-
anteeing anything,” says Bocmir.V

And | te'l them that, at worst, their
chances or having a boy are 50-50 hut
that we're confident ihere is some
gain over that.” So far lib score w:our
ooys to two girls.

No one knows what the score >son
the ether technique of sex control,
called selective abortion, Much more
controversial and nsky than the Erio
son method, this offers 100 percent
sex control By this method, a woman
who is already p-egnant asks herdoc-
tor for amniocentesis. Developed to
spot birth defects, the test senrens a
sarrpli of amniotic fluid drawn out of
the mother's womb for inheritable dis-
eases. Since some of these di.vases -
such as muscular dystrophy cr homo-
philia—cm onlybe passed on to —'le
babies, it checks for the sex oi tiso
child oswell. If the fetus turns cut to
bo of the unwanted tex. some women

have ar abortion.
Mew me-'iywomen are doing this is

not known few doctors will do the
test jyrt to discover the sex or the
IVtus But some women don't tell their
doc’nr tlie real reason for requesting
the (C't-
‘A womzn could corne to me jnd
*Iy. ") want amniocentesis. V.y fist
f, thiici lud DownS svndrome and died."
¢ and | d cooperate with her." jcknowl-
" edges Dr Maurice Mahonev. director
? of prenatal diagnos.s at the Y'jle Ur.i-
5 ver-jitv School of Medicine. "I don'":
? have,my way to check the veraeitv o’
? he/ statement
Maboney” fosilie*. {riarrcl ov other
diKtoe., Is that rf is torin ot sex svk'c-
oon Is not widely used yrb Doctors
.ve reluctant to do it: : is ex-."cnviv
Cisstnig Hundreds ot dollsr ..md >tran
Si* rivkv -
tabitha Fosviisigr of the IDst nrs
CenuK. Inytitutecf S>x ctv. f thies.V'd
ri¥> tin- Sciftko m Hastings-cr>
Hudson ‘XY . bfi‘eses lha: v yc'nr
;ion tv ammocentesi* is hVelv to m-
cr»*s<- -Jespitr the hrks Jnd >re Cf>’
conf.m .fcj
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