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O r ig in a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : REP . BOUCHER, Hudson

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE HESS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 389 (HESS)

IN THE LEG ISLATU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEG ISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A B IL L

F o r  an A c t e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  e s t a b l is h in g  a T a sk  F o rc e  f o r  the  D eaf and

Hard o f  H e a r in g ; and p ro v id in g  fo r  an e f f e c t iv e

d a te . "

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1. TASK FORCE FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING. (a )  The 

T a sk  F o rc e  f o r  th e  D eal and Hard o f  H e a rin g  i s  c re a te d  in  the Departm ent o f 

A d m in is t r a t io n .

(b ) The ta s k  fo r c e  c o n s is t s  o f  seven  members ap p o in ted  by the  g o v e r­

n o r . Fo u r members s h a l l  be d e a f o r hard  o f  h e a r in g  p e rs o n s , one member

s h a l l  be a p a re n t o f  a d e a f o r h a rd  o f  h e a r in g  p e rso n , one member s h a l l  be

an o f f i c e r  o r employee o f  a p r iv a t e  o r m u n ic ip a l o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t  p ro v id e s

s e r v ic e s  to  d e a f o r h a rd  o f  h e a r in g  p e rs o n s , and one member s h a l l  be an 

em ployee o f a s t a t e  agency th a t  p ro v id e s  s e r v ic e s  to d e a f o r hard  o f h e a r­

in g  p e rs o n s . The g o ve rn o r s h a l l  re q u e s t  and c o n s id e r  recom m endations from

th e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  th e  D eaf b e fo re  a p p o in t in g  members to the ta sk  
%

f o r c e .

( c )  The T a sk  F o rc e , by m a jo r it y  v o te  o f  the m em bership , s h a l l  e le c t  a 

c h a i r  and o th e r o f f i c e r s  i t  c o n s id e rs  n e c e s s a ry  from among i t s  m em bership .

(d ) Members o f  the  ta s k  fo rc e  s e rv e  w ith o u t co m p en satio n , but a re  

e n t i t l e d  to p e r diem and t r a v e l  exp enses a u th o r iz e d  fo r  boards and commis­

s io n s  under AS 3 9 .2 0  ’ SO.

*  S e c . 2 . POWERS OF THE TASK FORCE. ( a )  The ta sk  fo rc e  may

( I )  a s c e r t a in  the  e x te n t  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v ic e s  to d ea f 

and hard  o f  h e a r in g  p e rso n s  w it h ir .  the s t a t e  and recommend im provem ents to
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che a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and q u a l i t y  o f  th o se  s e r v ic e s  and the developm ent o f  new 

s e r v ic e s  when n e c e s s a ry ;

(2 )  make recom m endations th a t  w i l l  a d v o ca te , p ro v id e , and c o o r­

d in a te  ad o p tio n  o f p u b lic  p o l i c i e s ,  r e g u la t io n s ,  and program s to  advance

the in t e r e s t s  o f  d e a f and hard  o f h e a r in g  p e rs o n s ;

(3 )  recommend methods to  promote p u b lic  aw areness o f  d e a f and I 

h a rd  o f h e a r in g  p e rso n s and t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to s o c ie t y :

(4 )  w ork w ith  the D epartm ent o f E d u c a t io n , the Board o f  Regents

o f th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a , lo c a l  sch o o l d i s t r i c t s ,  and o th e r  p u b l ic  and

p r iv a t e  e n t i t i e s  to encourage ongoing in t e r p r e t e r  e d u ca tio n  program s de­

s ig n e d  to  in c re a s e  the  number o f  q u a l i f i e d  and competent in t e r p r e c a r s  fo r  

d e a f and hard  o f  h e a r in g  p e rso n s  in  (h e  s t a t e ;

(5 )  o b ta in  equ ipm ent, in c lu d in g  TTY m ach in es , and s e r v i c e s ,

in c lu d in g  in t e r p r e t e r  s e r v i c e s ,  th a t  a re  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  the ca sk  fo r c e  to : 

e x e r c is e  i t s  powers under t h i s  A c t .

(b ) C o n t ra c ts  f o r  equipm ent and s e r v ic e s  fo r  the ta s k  fo r c e  a re

exempt from  AS 3 6 .3 0  (S t a te  P rocurem ent C o d e ).

*  S e c . 3 . REPORT. The ta s k  fo rc e  s h a l l  re p o rt  i t s  f in d in g s  and r e c ­

ommendations to  the  g o ve rn o r and th e  le g i s la t u r e  on o r b e fo re  Ju n e  30 ,

1991.

*  S e c . 4 . D EF IN IT IO N S . In  se c s  1 - 4 o f  t h i s  A ct

(1 )  " d e a f"  means r * ; e c t  to  a lo s s  o f che a b i l i t y  to  h e a r and 

u n d e rs ta n d  speech so th a t  p r im a ry  inode o f  com m unication i s  th ro ugh  

A m erican  S ig n  Language, speec . e a d in g , g e s t u r e s ,  o r w r i t in g ;

(2 )  "h a rd  o f  h e a r in g "  means s u b je c t  to a p a r t i a l  lo s s  o f h e a r in g  

in  one o r both e a rs  th a t  r e s u l t s  in  d i f f i c u l t y  in  h e a r in g  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  

speech in  th e  e a r ;

(3 )  " t a s k  fo r c e "  means th e  T a sk  F o rce  fo r  the D eaf and Hard o f

H e a r in g .
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*  S e c . 5 . T h is  A c t i s  re p e a le d  June  30 , 1991.

*  S e c . 6 . T h is  A ct ta k e s  e f f e c t  J u ly  1, 1990.
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S T E V E  C O W P E R
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FEB 0 *  XS t a t u  o  i » A l a s k a
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J  U N  B  A  O

Ja n u a ry  30 , 1990

Mr. A lb e r t  Ee rke  
P re s id e n t
A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the  Deaf 
1345 Rudakof C i r c l e ,  S u it e  107 
A nchorage , AIC 99508

Dear A lb e r t ,

Thanks f o r  yo u r l e t t e r  e x p re s s in g  yo u r su p p o rt f o r  e s ta b ­
l i s h in g  a Commission f o r  th e  Deaf and H e a rin g  Im p a ire d  
(HB 3 8 9 ) .

In  re sp o n d in g  to  your re q u e s t  t o r  su p p o rt o f t h i s  b i l l ,  I  
co n s id e re d  in fo rm a t io n  from  the Departm ent o f H e a lth  and 
S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s ,  th e  Departm ent o f E d u c a t io n 's  D iv i s io n  o f 
V o c a t ic n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t io n ,  and from  the  G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c il f o r  
th e  Handicapped and G if t e d .  The re sp o n se  from  th e se  and o th e r  
o r g a n iz a t io n s , p lu s  s t a f f  recom m endations, do no t su p p o rt th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f a n o th e r co m m issio n . As you know, th e  
G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c il f o r  the  Handicapped and G if t e d  has th e  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  p ro te c t io n  and a d v o ca cy , s e r v i c e s ,  and 
powers and d u t ie s  as o u t l in e d  in  t h i s  d r a f t  b i l l .

On November 9 , 1989, I  ap p o in ted  M r. Roger C la u sse n  to  the  
G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c il fo r  th e  Handicapped and G if t e d .  Mr. 
C la u sse n  re p re se n ts  th e  d e a f community and was endorsed  by 
yo u r o rg a n iz a t io n . I  would encourage you to  w ork w ith  M r. 
C la u sse n  and the C o u n c il to  e n su re  th a t  yo u r co n ce rn s  a re  
known.

I  am su re  th a t  you w i l l  work c lo s e ly  w ith  yo u r l e g i s la t o r s  
re g a rd in g  passage o f HB 389 . Sho u ld  the  b i l l  p a s s , I  w i l l  
c e r t a in l y  re v ie w  yo u r l e t t e r  and comments a g a in .

S te v e  Cowpcr 
G overnor



S T E V E  C O W P E R
G O V E R N O R

March 19 , 1990

The H onorab le  Johnny E l l i s  
A la s k a  S ta te  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  
P .O . Box V 
Ju n e a u , AK 99811

R e : HB 389

Dear R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E l l i s :

My o f f i c e  has conducted  e x te n s iv e  r e s e a rc h  on th e  need f o r  a 
s e p a ra te  com m ission f o r  th e  d e a f and h e a r in g  im p a ire d . I  
have c o n s id e re d  in fo rm a t io n  from  th e  Departm ent o f H e a lth  
and S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s ,  th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n 's  D iv is io n  
o f V o c a t io n a l R e h a b i l i t a t io n ,  and th e  G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c il fo r  
th e  H andicapped and l i f t e d .  The re sp o n se  from  th e se  and 
o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s , p lu s  s t a f f  recom m endations, do no t 
su p p o rt th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f a n o th e r co m m issio n .

The G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c il fo r  th e  H andicapped and G if t e d  has 
th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  p ro te c t io n  and a d vo ca cy , s e r v ic e s ,  
and powers and d u t ie s  as  o u t l in e d  i n  HB 389 . In  a d d it io n  to  
t h i s  C o u n c i l ,  th e  S ta te  has o th e r  a g e n c ie s  and re s o u rc e s  
a v a i la b le  to  th e  d e a f community such  a s  th e  L o u ise  Rude 
C e n te r , D iv is io n  o f V o c a t io n a l R e h a b i l i t a t io n ,  and 
In t e r p r e t e r  R e f e r r a l  L in e ,  to  name a fe w .

G overnor Cowper r e c e n t ly  ap p o in ted  Roger C la u sse n  to  the  
G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c il fo r  th e  Handicapped and G if t e d .  Mr. 
C la u sse n  i s  d ea f <.nd was recommended by A1 B erke  and the  
A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the  D e a f . The d e a f community i s  
f u r t h e r  re p re se n te d  on the  C o u n c il by B lan ch e  W a lte r s , a 
p a re n t o f a d e a f a d u lt  so n .

S in c e  M r. C la u s s e n 's  appointm ent in  November o f 1989, I  have 
encouraged A1 B c r k c , a s  P re s id e n t  o f th e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  
fo r  the  D e a f , to  w ork w ith  Mr. C la u s se n  and th e  C o u n c il to  
e n su re  th a t  the A s s o c ia t io n 's  co n ce rn s  a re  known.

S t a t  k o  f  A l a s  k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J n  N  E  A  u



R ep re sen ta t iv e  E l l i s -2- March 19 , 1990

I  spoke to  e x p e r ts  in  the f i e l d  s ta te w id e  a s  w e l l  a s  
re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  d e a f com m unity. My re s e a rc h  co n ­
c lu d ed  th a t  i t  i s  no t th e  consensus o f th e  d e a f com irun ity 
th a t  a new and s e p a ra te  com m ission i s  needed.

I  thought you sh o u ld  be aw are o f  and c o n s id e r  t h i s  
in fo rm a t io n  b e fo re  t h i s  T h u rs d a y 's  h e a r in g  on HB 389.
I f  you have any g u e s t io n s , p le a s e  c a l l  me a t  465-3500 .

S in c e r e ly
-o

Penny F o rsmo
S p ecial Staff A s s i stant
Boards and C o m m i s s i o n

c c :  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B i l l  Hudson
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