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Board of Marital and Family Therapy to establish examination, training and
education requirements for entry into the profession, and to issue licenses
to qualified individuals. Information on file indicates there are
approximately 25 practitioners who would be affected by this legislation
upon passage. (CONTINUED) o _ _
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CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS - HB 305

This fiscal note represents the cost of licensing marital ano family therapists
with a five-member board and an estimate of 25 practitioners who would seek
and qualify for licensure. Costs of the program are projected based on the
number of licensees. Therefore, 25 licensees of the marital an | family therapy
licensing program will be responsible to cover less than one pe rcent (.010%) of
the division’ operating costs, in addition to other program costs required by the
hill. A breakdown of these costs is as follows:

Personal Sex*vices: $ 5.4

To provide administrative staffsupport.

Travel: 16.3

In FY 91, this funding will provide four face-to-face
meetings, two in Anchorage and two in Juneau, assuming
two members are from the Anchorage area, two from
Juneau, one from Fairbanks; and three division staff
(Director, Licensing Examiner, and Regulations Specialist)
to attend each meeting. This funding will also provide
travel to administer the licensing examination In various
locations throughout, the State.

In FY 92, funding provides for three board meetings and
travel to administer the licensing examination in various
locations throughout the Statu. ($13.9)

InFY 93 forward, the licensing program will have been iIn
operation for two years ana, therefore, require fewer
meetings to conduct its business. The number of board
meetings 1Is reduced to two meetings each year. This
funding also provides for travel to administer the licensing
examination invarious locations. ($9.8)

Contractual : 30.6

This funding provides $20.0 for development of a
professional licensing examination in the first year. An
additional $10.6 will fund printing, advertising, postage
and communication costs.

Supplies: I B o

Funding will provide standard office supplies.

Grand Total inFY 91: $53.2
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REVENUE:

The revenues are based on 25 practitioners paying a licensing fee of $150 per
year. Because licenses are issued on a biennial cycie, revenues are doubled
every other year. As indicated, 25 practitioners will not support a licensing
program with a five-member board unless licensees are willing to pay incredibly
nigh annual licensing fees. As an altemative, the licensing program may have
tobe supplemented by general funds or fees from other licensing areas.

AS 08.01.065(c), Fees established by regulation, provide that the "department
may establish a fee that is less than the cost of the activity for which the fee is
charged ifthe department determines that it isnot reasonable to impose the full
cost of the activity on the applicant or licensee.” Although fees from other
licensing areas may currently support the marital and family therapy program,
we are concerned that costs of licensing programs with small numbers of
licensees will soon exceed the amount of additional funds generated by other

licensing areas.

6366D/22190
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

MEMORANDUM January 15, 1990
SUBJECT: Sectional Description

CSHB 305( )
TO: Representative Max Gruenberg
FROM: Terri Lauterbach

Legislative Counseu.

Following is a sectional description of CSHB 305( ):

Sec. 1. Article 1 establishes the Board of Marital and
Family Therapy and sets out its powers and duties.

Article 2 describes the various types of licenses that can
be 1issued by the board and sets out the requirements that
must be met for each type of license.

Article 3 contains general provisions relating to fees, con—
fidentiality of communications, and imposition of disciplin—
ary sanctions. It also contains the basic provision in

Sec. 08.63.240 that, unless a person i1s licensed by the
board, the person may not hold himself or herself out to be

a licensed marital and family therapist. The bill does not
require a person to be licensed In order to practice in the

profession.

Sec. 2. Adds the new board to the list of boards in AS 08.-
LTTDTDT

Sec.®3 Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the
listing in AS 08.02.010.

Sec. 4. Adds the new board to the list of boards in AS 08.-
03.010, sunsetting i1t In 1994.

Sec. 5. Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the
definition of "health care provider™ in the statutes relat—
ing to the Medical Indemnity Corporation of Alaska (MICA).



Representative Max Gruenberg
Page 2
January 15, 1990

Sec. 6. Adds the new board to the list of agencies governed
by the Administrative Procedure Act.

Sec. 7. Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the
list of persons required to report suspected child abuse.

SecT* 8. Provides for initial appointees to the board.
Sec. 9. "Grandfather " provision.

Sec.10. Delays until 1991 the requirement that a person
not hold out to be a licensed marital and family therapist
unless licensed under this new board.

Sec. 11. Effective date for remainder of bill.

Please let me know 1f you have further specific questions
about the contents or effect of this bill.

TL: pi
wkp1/003



"~ Alaska Association for Mearriage and Family Therapy

A DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND

President
JOHN A. PAGAN. M. S.
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RANDALL JONES, M. A.
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MERCY DENNIS, M. A.

Secretary

PAMELA E. KIRK, M. S,
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Board Members
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ROBERT NELSON. Rel. D.
SARA GRIFFITH, M. Ed.
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2550 Denali Street .

AMILY THERAPY

19 February 1990

Dear Senator or Representative:

Please excuse this general letter. | wish I had the
time to sit down with you and talk with you personally
about the need fpr regulating the profession of marriage
and family therapy in the State of Alasle.

Enclosed you will find copies of House Bill 305 and
Senate Bill 481, which would set up scrrewhat differing
ways of regulating the profession. Also, you will find
enclosed a copy of the Alaska Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy Newsletter and letters frcm organiza—
tions and individuals around the State urging the passage
of legislation in this field.

Marriage and family therapists are one of the major groups
of cinical professionals not regulated and licensed by the
State of Alaska. Psychiatrists, clinical psychologists,
clinical social workers, and psychiatric nurses are all
regulated at present. Twenty two other states presently
regulate and license marriage and family therapists, and
eighteen additional states are presently considering such

legislation.

The Alaskan public deserves to know that its State govern—
ment establishes standards and regulates the profession
of marriage and family therapists.

I urge you to read this material. 1 will send seme addi—

tional information to you in a few weeks. Please consider
this legislation carefully and feel free to contact me if

you have any questions.

I ask your support of HB305 and SB481.

ThaiJ”Vou, N

President-eldfct, AKAMFT

Suite 005 . Anchorage, Alaska 00503 .

Telephone (007) 276-2523



Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

A DIVISION OF THE AMERICVN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAFY

NEWSLETTER

SPECIAL BULLETIN FOR STATE LEGISLATORS

Thi,s%Pecial bél”etln H] aska arltal and Fam|| SIS e|n |str|buted fo Il state
IS| ta

ors and their s ato ortakl tlme to ea}r]n
am| yacum %i

re anout t ﬁ)ra%tl ean YO(HGSSIOH 0T malrt §/
man wa S WIth whnic OUT e5s100 1M acts m ife af Otht natlo ate ey assk%nd-

encohrtag ngan atmosphere 0 mutual cooperation a aSS|stance between
egls at0rs.

KAMFT and its members welcome f utureo ortunl les to provide assistance and information to
ﬁglsha/]torsang staifin their efforts to Increas equahtyofPFe mAah

RN (e

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:

h|980tAkA dF Th hesh d
T S A e

? L |s at og ﬁ

marrlag Laml a oun on the helie Ensure 1S.0ne 0 emoste ctlve
nized ve at the State |evel f tect the public, AKAMET isco mh tted to the
eveo[? ento icensure for all h 8It 8at|0n rofessionals. Curf ntY er?arcsm
?tan % Itimate, TU gachedlte %n ucati naysoun rEenta th professions ich

major component o mental health industy S arriage an
h r3py, merhl ealth counseling, andc nlca] som%l Worlfrha mg% the nor-meaica arrh while

PSyC |atry an psychlatrlc nursing rorm the medical branch.

The need for licensure arlses out of several factors Al mental health professmns by whatever

name theK call themselves * |sgense strong medicing” which takes distem pS){chothe peutic

f[ The varjo strera euth Interve t| shave eﬂ?wgr to ? Impact hé Ily

reaﬂonsBlloorlP vidual'for better or Fh ee { levels. 1t s the mandate
sponsIniit State to rot et th menta)] |:0 'ﬁ He Wag Ine state has 8hosen
fO'[eC'[I cm% ns |sthr10 g e Ve |c|e ||ce sure, Four mental ealt P ssmna tothlf

aJr icense P p State. They arc: %c ah ah g/chl(atrlc nursmg psycholo soma WOrK,
fortunat mstar]ceswn e consu a e 8 sadvanéag d or mistreate ”

calmlnq ﬁo ‘menta aa Rro SSI? afrcwe ocumente tlsourstron elie aatb
ons wuatm menta eat{) eﬁsmn by means of |censu§e aa teﬁ

e ctlve a existin gaP hich allow those w ﬁarc untrained and unqua eﬁl 0
entl emselves, Oy the same time as those Who are i [v)tralne ompeter}t an ethical in
elrpactlce icenstire would serve to better inform the public regar qualifications, provide




estaplish. mrnrma? a ucation and supervis on re ents In addition, It is helleved
att‘re |ntlrsrono Hua fie %]g esslo aswrl tt es and ratio }/gossrbg owering
or at least slowing tne rise in the cost 0 servrces T enee trme IS now to licénse marriage
and family therapists.

AN OPEN LETTER TO ALASKA LEGISLATORS

|dentr |eg and state- sanctroped a\ﬁnues of re ress of which there arc none sh gld vrolatroq ﬂccur

Dear Legislator

Onb halfof the e(Aberso the Maska Division of the American Assocrat rhorM rrra%e and
Famr Ther py IMFT % wyiting to Introdu erﬁ %ganrza lon ncitepro 1SS10
repres nts saprelude toa fuller discoirse, some highlights arc listed

arriage and Family Therapy (MFT) is a well-established profession with a
strrnc bodyo|61< B cgestaglrssh erb rcsIO

2. The scope of knowledge of marri therapy and its related practice
arc uni ernhrerelat fonship to ot erafj ryfessrorPsy P

3 Ma ovrde ami era servrces hav Rtarned the requisite. . .
train gnor en rntrodug ngorous C0 eo etnICS necessary to maintain
approp |ate practrce stancards

Ma a cand f th rovr ene sa mental h ath servrce to individuals, ¢ ||dr
am S. me rcan ssocratron or Marriage a amr
era arc trare roe ro alsw scripe toar oro sc ethrcs or
the . tr terr pro ssron een Invoty vvr 0 lems,
Hee s ana ¢ mry AMF sam

an Ing. pattens of m antal n elationships, The
|scrﬁrnar ass C|§Ba wnrch mem ers om a| mental %a]th professions gpsychratry
psyc ologg social wvk. nursing).

The AAMFT requrre éhatallr members, re ardless of |s ||n of origin, ac uire specific and
F orPu trainin H rnﬂlacra emrcworEan supervise ca ex en%nce Inmarriage and
i ih i

ot Unr ed tates by ?rc?rers Iﬁrde en é“ emrsacﬁ\cg B?CO r?rat o ardsa éa”*

urrently,. 20 states re ra trceo arn eand ami era o

rc nsrn orcetr cfon tranrn ean hera rsts overs nb

commission o acr atr or arr ean mms nhas been
twento ducatr ast sol T

reoganized s n y for

ma ra%e andra aByedu atron the Un fl% earing ouse on
e rg nfor e en CA_ teo ouncr

Ru IS as [evje cnt jalin 0% e beh vrora sclence professions.

?t? % overnments
Przrarr e orsrr'rﬁh.agrargcgnapr e

ccordin Hﬁ gyagrm
Jrefre ISa e efineq’bo
rce In the yeview conqucte LEAR, the scope 0

rnrg r()irocsstn scope of pract

racficg and sam eo cur en Iaw aprh e¥C olo and marriade and
n] theTr gﬁy e ex |ne conc e tatw lle Was'some ove an, lmgntal
ealt pro? 10nS provi esenrrces U has psychotherapy, eac

unique skills or practiced principles,

It Is noteworrth that this non- brascd sou ce comprised of su er uI tods believes that ihcrc | ISﬁ
segarate pro P lon 0f marriage an amr th aﬁ A cons| era 0 feSearcy su?gestst at
rriage'and family therapy 1S an efficient and effective treatmentatcrna ISC {0 traditiona

the professions 1dentfie



aﬁ) roaches for a wide vanetg of emotional and behavror Idrsorders Forthrs and other reasons,

ederal overnment asr Co nrzeﬂ marriage and am s for some time. ormarw

ears marrra e and amryt er |sts ave bee eliqib em nta provr rs un er the Civilian
eath and Medical Pro% th Unr led Serr ft(h am us ditjonally arna ean
fami teraorstsarc IS asoneo Bre mental ro ess ons ythe Natron] Institute of
ental Health, and under federal law (Public Servrcg % a r] the core men al
ealth professions, trainin roqramsr marriage an amrI teragyar e gr eto recerveclrnrca
trainin grantson ‘the sam asls as pro ram? medicineg, Esyc 0 ? 1al work, and nursing.
Thus, there is a consistent consensus among federal agencies and national committees that MFT
carries distinct status as a profession,

Un ortunateI?]/ however not all who provide famrly therapy servrces have attarned the necessary

Ot e epeste e ey el st

estab t] elr (P ers ﬁ
ro essron tere exrst t tential oruntrarne |n vrduals to resentt emselvesasmarnage
n agn y therapists. This |%asourceo concern ortlh guarrg 0 essronasaitmemﬁersof
the public. Since we knowt (5 fhothera Ind can do ama?e the public, wit out he
a crtho Istin ﬂursh ualifie roessron remains more vulnerable to mist eatmeP t. The lack
reo0 ation o1t $SI0

t\]/l askam resentaoreater Igss to &ub hc than it
p(r)(():ESSI%lrJtrS professional memoership, srnce manyo rmembescanr entity with other

Agrowr Ognumbero marnage]and amil the]raprshs have received the most contemgorarg training
deveo ed inthe field. Oftent |stra|n|n is throug ?ra uate rograms In marriage and familv
teray The?e mental heath ro essron sarc Pre pared to off re ectrve treatment options f
Alaskan .ami |cs Kett ese h) essronasare ne her recogmze nor reg ated. Trained famr
therapists, alth ou sanctro ed natrona Yas legitimate rt) ovrders in ménial health services, have no
such status | Alask eresutrst at in many contex as an do not have a real option to
select g qualified am therggrst or fre tment ecause mo reimbursement s ﬁtemsd not
recogniz Hre ulateg provi enies freedom ofc orce for mental health services to

5 This
Alaskans who Mmay alréady be disa antage

We do not belreve this state of affairs, with the Rublrc being e xposed to untlualr led and
111 ePrO essional rac tioners, and potentralg ﬂ] Inited f rm |t|rnate treatment o tronf h]as been
t Governors ortele islators’ intent. Rather, It ma o |m|ted awareness of the part of
state officials regardrngteprofessronalo marriage an famryt erapy. Inastate known tohe in
the van%uard when 1t ¢omes to pr r|r])1oteotrn the general welfare o Its cifizenry, these seems
unfortunate. As mentroneo e twen stats ave now reco nized fhe need to re ulatea
recognrze the grofessrono marriage and famil theraev as ashoudgot e among the | ast
We str ngyurrqe that you Consider exploring With us ways fo address this 1SS e em ers

of AKMFT arc available to meet with you todrscuss approprrate o tions. AKMFT members also
st o(read tﬂ act as consutantswrth fegard toawrdevarret% ISsue  relevant to, families in
asra e oBegou find the enclosedspecial Issue of our newsletter helpful inincreasing your
nowledge of our organization.

Sincerely,

Randall G. Jones, M.A,
President-AKAMET



AAMEFT and the National Conference of State Legislators

The American Assomatl(f n for Marrlage and FamllyThera%%AMFTzwas among th?< an%
exhibitors at the National Conference 0f Slate Leqrslators Anhual Mee mg In Tulsa, Oklahoma
from August 6th-11th. This Zear was the first tlme that AAMFT exhibite at the NCS This
effort represented the Association’s commitment to expanding its advocacye orts for the
profe33| n of marriage and family therapy, mental health issues, and family centered social

policies.

Asqm jcant chan e from last year's NCSL meetm? Was an mcreased awarenesso marriage and
terap attendees This awarenesso demonstrated % eCl |§d In vm s regjarding
epoessm de>9pre33|0nso fsupport for the work done by ma |a8e and family therapists.

r%r?wmeg number of stat?s that have enacﬁed or considered re?ulagorx le |s|at|on ormarrla e and
a hera |sts and Ie9|sat|vee ucational campaigns conducted by AAFMT and |ts membérs
have su ﬁore this Increased awarenFss AAM T embers t?ave S0 so%ﬁ]ht t?s are
professional expertise Wlt state legislators on a broad range o f mental hea p0|C|es

"AAMFT (and Its members have ork?d closeIYwnh state le |s|ators¥] 0 help the mat?]etéer
understan ? e practice an profession marrlagean family t era V. T ese orts
ramat|c results” s id Michael Bowers AAMFT Dlrectoro DIVISIOn A alrs. "ThIS Year state
glsatorsweretel Ing usnowtatwe ng rporea bout yo eoo owar to utilizin lYour
members' expertise In avarle% olicy deve pment areas. This new |re?t|on \)orow es
AAMFT and state eglslators |th ppo tunltles that of erpotentlal benefits for everyone.”

States with Licensure or Certification for Marriage and Family
Therapists:

Arizona California
Colorado Connecticut
Florida Georgia
Malne Massachusetts
Michi Minnesota
Neva a New Jersey

North Carolina Oregon
Rhode Island South Carolina
Tennessee

Washington State Wyommg

News from the National Office; Two states pass MFT regulatory laws

Two moresates Oregon and Maine, have passed Ie9|s|at|on tore rg';ulate theR ?essmn of mar O{age
an fami gt era(% £se SUC csralset enFmbe ot states with regulation for marriage an
family thérapy to 20 (see chart above Tor complete It ,:ng o states).

The Maine Leg|s|ature Joint Standlnch| Committee on Business Legislation initi ”Y conT|dered a title
rotectlona arrlagDe and 1 ﬁ” thera{glsts rofessmnal]counselors an fmlca
rofessiona couns or urlng ommittee’s earln on t eﬁro[pose legislatjons,
epresentatives of thet ree §ro ssmnal 0ro LP Brow ed important testimon outllmng the need to

rotect consumers unprofession ified practitioners. Ino fance, the
P Islators were toIJ ofa Stat [lcense mentapﬂeath rol?essmnal ?10 adqw (P ﬁlsqlcense revoked

but continued to practice as "a mamagc counselor." Based upon such testimony and other



onsrder trons th commrttﬁe recommended tP t the hill be redrafted gs licensure law. The bill
ecame awwrth the overwhelming support of t estate legislature and the Governor.

The Qr on tatel Islature passed a multiple disciplinary requlatory law. The.lay prohibits the
use of t eeo marneagﬂe and f am? erap g profesgrona Co sefor ert% tYV pP

| M
and re ace a registration process for social workers with licensure awasg Pﬁ (5'
ro IS rins o privi |gcd communication except In certain cases (such as suspected child abuse or

eg ect

The origina bill was the product of extensive negotiatio n various mental he

ﬁ ess?on \o a |zat|onp % HB espite the |tn§rawayve Fone roup fro the%tp | and some
an etote a{t ersion, t ecame IaYvwrt wideran nﬁr g ort. In pther reﬁuato
eve[opments, Okla macovernqh arrgEh nron vetoed a Ircense arriage and
ami U[a[;[)]rst Inthestate. At this time. the egr c? rhers not In §es on owever, it 1S

anticipated that t elegrsﬂature may attempt to ov the governor's veto.

Senate Marriage and Family Therapy Bill Introduced

g g& r Danigl ar gD -NY Becent introduced theCom unity Menta eal ervices Act,
g ?‘ ursement ort eservrceso mar a%e an e t ceﬁtrgESts

tgc W\roﬁ@rg Cée rechratrcnur In community menta
urrenti edic rewo go reimburse W&sr}% artra tha nder

1z tron SEIVICeS
w, only hosprtals may receive reim ursement [ partia sprta Ization Services.
ctmento IS leqislation would enhance access to marriage mrI ther and other entaI
Ee] th servi esnor |onso ?H hyAmencaanho mrn erar} >rnentapP{eaI?tcare
Who often onotrecerve eﬁvri IS eSpecl eyrmén t in stat v(\jrrhlarerur are Wher
accesa toout aUFR ealth services I often severely limit e an Wher rﬁ 0S st osprta
rovidin oagrt% atron Ee\w 85 may be hundreds ot miles awar}/] also have a
osItive ﬂac 3? sin oorun erserved urban o munrtres to provide

eIvices {0 \/Iedrcare eligible population.

onsors of the Community Mental Health Services Act inclu eSenat s Robert Dole and.Spark
atsuna [é-law(an Li)ot[nh/] nkrn ¥)erso cSenate Inance ommtee |cﬁ wrﬁp
gonsr er natorD nre Inou WL The

¢ (D- Havgan glea ero the enta

enate Financ mmrtte IS ex edt sid 1|n e tem ran ea eras
P the hudpet recancl tron ackage for frsca Sy ear 1 8 ther nta heah ov srons
ci q are redm ursem ﬁe alservrce provided by psyc ogrstsand oclal workers
will also econsrdere package.

Other Legislative News:

AAMFT endorsedﬁ |ts ActS ecerveda ro aI from the Senra(r}e Lahor and
Human Resources

st}ur autho I enatorE ned¥ re ulre

em nérer&to provrde car rnsur nee ora\ éy theyr em onees owoktr f . haurs
eek. (Re urrements orsmaltemﬁ7 erswou ase In; bMarnaget an aer dera IStS
[e reco Uivalen edlth prof essronas ot reimbursement purposes under the
%?Isme taﬁ he{afth Srovrsron "tﬂere [be n no action on the House versio Hﬁ

Th ily th the work of marriage and family theranists arc re Ized
; fj°¥t?t°ﬁ%n°ent%r§tjt Petice at 9 [tam?%rtm gt‘ s Act

ﬂgc Use tre me eatm
horize on ressmen ete tar |ro ouse Wa san eans
Health Subco mittee. ThiS | novatrve Islatlo oul esta sha]s eparate addiction treatment
services frust funa under Medicare tobe anced through a minimal | crease In exclse taxes 0



cigarettes and alcoholic beveyages. Family therapy and family therapists would receive
re?mbursementf e senaces o y nerap

AKAMFT Announces 1990 Board Election Results:

Kathleen Holmes, AkAMFTs Nomination Committee Chairperson has announced the electjo
W {c]) HﬁFT‘B dposll\tIO hethreeyea Carm c0n W%t!)rwnl

0sitio rce vacate
E Medb oweL Rod Lfoweﬁ IS currently at the ¢ g ?1apa|n¢sogJ e at Fort Ric ar son an
een involved with AAMET Tor many years.

AKAMFT Board Members and Officers:
Randall G. Jones, M.A.. President
Oad]l ?)ale Street é\/l |e101
Ancnorage AK 9
g %réal\églaon 5el D., President-Elect
e B ey

P P dent
425 1,

chorage, A 99

é/l\garhg%\:%ayz% gEd Treasurer

asilla 9968

Sgr? arl%] Ed Secretary

9 9577
TlmS nder Ed.
F wban% -
i
nchorage AK %9%85
Rhoda V nderY| oort, M.A.

213 Tu orH| our
Anchorage, AK 9%105
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Copies of minutes listed below were originally included
in this file. The minutes are available on the STAIRS
database CMPR. In order to save space copies of minutes

have not been left in the files.
Mary Van Nimwegen
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Lauterbach
1/11/90
Original sponsor(s): REP. GRUENBERG, Menard
IN THE HOUSE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 305 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act regulating the practice of marital and family

BE

therapy; and providing for an effective date.”

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*

Section 1. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
CHAPTER 63. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.
ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.

Sec. 08.63.010. BOARD ESTABLISHED. (a) There is established
the Board of Marital and Family Therapy.

(b) The board consists of three persons licensed under
chapter and two members of the public.

Sec. 08.63.020. BOARD APPOINTMENTS. The governor shall appoint
the members of the board subject to confirmation by the legislature.

Sec. 08.63.030. MEETINGS. The board shall hold an annual meet-
ing and may hold special meetings at the call of the chair or a major-
ity of the board members.

Sec. 08.63.040. REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may
remove a member of the board for good cause.

Sec. 08.63.050. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall

N «
(1) establish objective examination requirements and train -

ing andeducation requirements for persons who apply for a license to
practice martial and family therapy;

(2) examine applicants and issue licenses to qualified
applicants;

(3) establish continuing education requirements for license
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renewal;

(4) adopt a code of ethical practice for marital and family
therapy;

(5) hold hearings and order the disciplinary sanction of a
person who violates this chapter or a regulation of the board;

(6) establish standards for supervisors and supervision
under this chapter;

(7) report annually to the governor and the department on
the board's proceedings each year; the report must include the number
oflicensure applicants, the number of examinations conducted, the
failure rate tor each examination, a financial report, and other

g
information requested by the department;

(8) enforce the provisions of this chapter and adopt regu-
lationsnecessary to carry out its duties under this chapter.
Sec. 08.63.060. PROCEDURES. The Administrative Procedure Act
(AS 44.62)applies to regulations and proceedings under this chapter.
ARTICLE 2. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY LICENSES.
Sec. 08.63.100. QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE. (a)
The board shall issue a license to practice marital and family therapy
to a person who
(1) applies on a form provided by the board;
(2) pays the fee required under AS 08.63.200;
N (3) furnishes ev dence satisfactory to the board chat the
person
(A) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for
> imposing disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.63.220;
(B) holds a master's degree or doctorate in a mental
health field, or the equivalent, from an accredited educational

institution approved by the board for which the person completed



a course of study that included instruction substantially equiva-
lent to the following:
(i) courses in marital and family therapy;
(ii) courses in marital and f ily studies;
(iii) courses in human development;
(iv) a course in professional studies or
professional ethics and law;
(v) a course in research; and
(vi) one year of supervised clinical practice in
marital and family therapy;
(C) after receiving a degree described in (B) of this
e &~
paragraph, has
(i) practiced marital and family therapy within
three years of the person's application, including 1,500
hours of direct clinical contact with couples and families;
and
(ii1) been supervised in the clinical contact for
at least 200 hours, including 100 hours of individual super-
vision and 100 hours of group supervision approved by the
board; and
(D) has passed a written or oral examination adminis-
tered by the board.

(b)™ under regulations adopted by the board, a person who holds a
master's or doctorate degree in a mental health field, or its equiva-
lent, from an educational institution approved by the board, but whose
course of degree study did not include all the courses or clinical
practicerequirements set out in (a)(3)(B) of this section may substi-
tutepost-degree courses or practice, as approved by the board, to

satisfy the requirements of (a)(3)(B) of this section.

-3- CSHB 305( )



10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

(c) The board may not allow an applicant who fails an examina-
tion given under this section to take a subsequent examination for a
period of six months froi e date of the examination that the appli-
cant failed.

(d) A license issued under this section expires two years from
the date of issuance. It may be renewed by payment of the fee re-
quired under AS 08.63.200 and by satisfaction of the continuing educa-
tion requirements established by the board for the renewal of licenses
issued under this section.

Sec. 08.63.110. LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE. (a) The board
shall issi 2 a four-year license for the supervised practice of marital
and family therapy to a person who meets the requirements of AS 08.-
63.100(a)(1), (2), and (3)(A) - (B).

(b) A licensee under this section may practice only

(1) under the direct supervision of a supervisor approved
by the board under AS 08.63.120; and

(2) in a clinic, social service agency, or other setting
approved by the board.

(c) A license for supervised practice expires four years from
the dateof issuance and may not be renewed.

(d) A licensee under this section shall submit to the board for
its approval a proposed plan for satisfying the supervision require-
ments of AS 08.63.100(a)(3)(C).

(e) A licensee under this section shall use the title "marital
therapy associate," "family therapy associate,”" or other title that is
approved by the board.

(f) The board shall revoke a license for supervised practice if

the person fails the examination required under AS 08.63.100 two or

more times.
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Sec. 08.63.120.AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS. (a) A person may not
supervise a person under this chapter unless approved by the board to
be a supervisor.

(b) A person who supervises a licensee under this section must

(1) have practiced marital and family therapy for five
years;

(2) be licensed under this chapter; and

(3) meet the minimum standards established by the board for
approved supervisors.

Sec. 08.63.130. TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL
AND FAMILY THERAPY. (a) The board shall issue a temporary license
for the practice of marital and family therapy to an applicant who
satisfies the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1), (2) and (3)(A), (B),
and (C) and has been approvedby the board to take the marital and
family therapy examination.

(b) A person may practice under a temporary, license until the
board issues the results of the first marital and family therapy
examination given after issuance of the person's temporary license and
either issues or denies a license under AS 0S.63.100 to the person.

(c) If a licensee wunder this section fails the marital and
family therapy examination, the board may not renew the person’'s
temporary license.

Sec”™ _08.63.140. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue
a license to practice marital and family therapy to a person who

(1) is licensed or certified for the practice of marital
and* family therapy in' another state that has requirements for the
license or certificate that are substantially equal to or greater chan
the requirements of this state; and

(2) meets the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1). (2), and
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(3)(A).
ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.63.200. FEES. The department shall establish fees under
AS 08.01.065 for the following procedures related to licensing under
this chapter:

(1) application;

(2) examination;

(3) <credential review;

(4) license;

(5) temporary license;

(6) license for supervised practice;
(7) renewal of license.

Sec. 08.63.210. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A person
licensed under this chapter may not reveal to another person a commu-
nication made to the licensee by a client about a matter concerning
which the client has employed the licensee in a professional capacity.
This section does not apply to

(1) a case conference with other persons licensed under
this chapter or with clinical social workers, psychologists, psycho-
logical associates, physicians, or surgeons;

(2) the release of imormation that the client in writing
authorized the licensee to reveal; or

(3) information revealed as part of the discovery of evi-
dence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a
court proceeding.

~ (b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a person licensed under
this chapter shall report incidents of child abuse or neglect as

required by AS 47.17.020.
Sec. 08.63.220. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY
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SANCTIONS. After a hearing, the board may impose a disciplinary
sanction on a person licensed under this chapter when che board finds
that the person

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional
misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresenta-

tion i1'i che course of pioviding professional services or engaging ir
professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or mislead-
ing manner;

@) has been convicted of a felony or of another crime chat
affects the person's ability to practice competently and safely;

(5) failed to comply with a provision of this chapter or a
regulation adopted under this chapter, or an order of che board;

(6) co’ ~inued to practice after becoming unfit due to

professional incompetence;

(B) addiction or severe dependency on alco
another drug that impairs the person's ability to practice safe-
ly;

(7) engage in lewd or immoral conduct in connection with
the delivery of professional services to clients.
Sec. 08.63.230. DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS, (a) When it finds that
a licensee has violated a provision of AS 08.63.220, the board nay
impose the following sanctions singly or in combination;
() permanently revoke a license to practice;
* (2> suspend a license for a determinate period of tine;
(3) censure a licensee;
(4) issue aletter of reprimand,
(5) place alicensee onprobationary status and require the
7- CSHB 305( )



licensee to

(A) report regularly to the board on matters involving

the basis of probation;
(B) limit practice to prescribed areas;
(C) ~continue professional education until a satisfac-

tory degree of skill has been attained in those areas determined

by. the board to need improvement;

(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a

licensee.

(b) The board may withdraw a limitation, condition, or proba-

t'Wnary status if it finds tha. the deficiency that required the

sanction has been remedied.

(c) The board may summarily suspend a license before final

hearing or during the appeals process if the board finds that the

licensee poses a clear and immediate danger to the public welfare and
safety if the licensee continues to practice. A person whose license
is suspended under this section if entitled to a hearing by the board

than seven days after the effective date of the order. The

no later
person may appeal the suspeiaion after the hearing to the superior
court.

(d) The board may reinstate a. license that has been suspended or

revoked if the board finds after a hearing that thr applicant is able

to practice with reasonable skill and safety.
(c) The board shall seek consistency in the application of
disciplinary sanctions, and the board shall explain a significant

departure from prior decisions Involving similar situations in its

findings of fact or orders.

Sec. 08.63.240. LICENSE REQUIRED IF DESIGNATION USED. A person

who is not licensed under this chapter or whose license is suspended
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or revoked, or whose license has lapsed, who knowingly uses in connec-
tion with the person's name the words or letters "L.M.F.T."
"L.M.F.C.," "Licensed Marital and Family Therapist,” "Licensed Mar-
riage and Family Counselor," or other letters, words, or insignia
indicating or implying that the person is licensed as a marital and
family therapist in this state or who in any way, orally or in writ-
ing, directly or by implication, knowingly holds out as being licensed
as a marital and family therapist in this state <s guilty of a class B
misdemeanor.

Sec. 08.63.900. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter, unless the con-
text indicates otherwise,
v 2°(l) "advertise" includes issuing or causing to be distri-
buted a card, sign or device to a person, or causing, permitting, or
allowing a sign or larking on or in u building or structure, or in a
newspaper, magazine, or directory, or on radio or television, or usirg
other means designed to secure public attention}

(2) "board" means the Board of Marital and Family Therapy;

(3) "course" means a class of at least three credit hours
In a graduate program at an accredited educational institution or an
institution approved by the board;

(4)  “"department" means the Department of Commerce and
Economic Development)

(5) “"practice of marital and family therapy" means the
diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorders that are
referenced in the standard diagnostic nomenclature for marital ard
fanily therapy, whether cognitive, affective, or behavioral, within
the context of human relationships, particularly marital and family
systems) marital and fanily therapy Involves

(A) the professional application of assessments and
-9- CSHB 305< )



treatments of psychotherapeutic services to individuals, couples,
and families for the purpose of treating the diagnosed emotional
and mental disorders;

(B) an applied understanding of the dynamics o
tal and family interactions, along with the application of psy-
chotherapeutic and counseling techniques for the purpose of
resolving intrapersonal and interpersonal conflict and changing
perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors in che area of human rela-
tionships and family life;

(6) "supervision" means face-co-facc consultation,
tion, review, evaluation, and assessment of the practice of the person
being supervised, including direct observation and the review of case
presentations, audio tapes, and video tapes.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(31) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010).

* Sec. 3. AS 08.02.010(a) is amended to read:
(a) An audiologist licensed under AS 08.11, a person licen
the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20, a dentist under AS 08.36,
a marital and fanily therapist licensed under AS 08.63, a medical
practitioner or osteopath wunder AS 08.64, a registered nurse under
AS 08.68, an optometrist under AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist under
AS 08.80, a physical therapist or occupational therapist licensed
under AS 08.84, a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a clinical social
worker licensed under AS 08.95, shall use as professional identifica-
tion appropriate letters or a title after that person’'s name which
represents that person's specific field of practice. The letters or
title shall appear on all signs, stationery, or other advertising in
which the person offers or displays personal professional services to

the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice of medicine
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or osteopathy under AS 08.64.380(2) or a person engaged in any manner
in the healing arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or counsels other
persons in relation to human health or disease and uses the letters
"M.D." or the title "doctor" or "physician"™ or another title that
tends to show that the person is willing or qualified to diagnose,
treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or
title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if any, such
as "dermatologist”, "radiologist”, "audiologist”, "naturopath"”, or the
like.

Sec. 4. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

24 Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010) --
*

June 30, 1994.
Sec. 5. AS 21.88.900(9) is amended to read:

(9) "health care provider®™ means an audiologist licensed
under AS 08. il; a chiropractor licensed wunder AS 08.20; a dental
hygienist licensed under AS 08.32; a dentist licensed under AS 08.36;
a marital and family therapist licensed under AS 08.63; a nurse |i-
censed under AS 08.68; a dispensing optician licensed under AS 08.71;
an optometrist licensed under AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed under
AS 08.80; a physical therapist or occupational therapist |licensed
under AS 08.84; a physician licensed under AS 08.64; a podiatrist; a
psychologist and a psychological associate licenced under AS 08.86; a
hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a governmentally owned
or operated hospital, a corporate entity covered under AS 21.8S.-
050(b)(Il); an employee of a health care provider acting within the
cqprse and scope of employment;

Sec. 6. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(55) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010).

Sec. 7. AS 47.17.070(9) is amended to read:
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(9) "practitioner of the healing arts" includes

practors, dental hygienists, dentists, health aides, nurses, nurse
practitioners, occupational therapists, occupational therapy assis-
tants, optometrists, osteopaths, naturopaths, physical therapists,
physical therapy assistants, physicians, physician’s assistants,
psychiatrists, psychologists, psychological associates, marital and
family therapists licensed under AS 08.63, audiologists licensed under

AS 08.11, hearing aid dealers licensed wunder AS 08.55, religious

healing practitioners, and surgeons;

* Sec. 8. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. (a) In ma.cing the initial appoint-
ments ofprofessional members to the Board of Marital and Family Therapy,
the governor™~Shall consider a personlicensed for the purpose of AS 08.63.-
010, enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, if the person would beentitled to a
license under AS 08.63.100(a)(1) - (3)(A) - (B), enacted by sec. 1 of this
Act. The Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall issue a license to
practice marital and family therapy to the professional members appointed
under this section.

(b) A license issued under this section is subject to the same
newal requirements as a license issued under AS 08.63.100, as enacted by
sec. 1 of this Act.

* Sec. 9. TRANSITIONALLICENSING. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.63.100,
enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, the Board of Marital and Family Therapy
shall issue a license to practice marital and family therapy to a person
who

(1) applies for a license before .July l, 1991;

'ij (2) satisfice che requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1l) -(3)(A),

enacted by sec. 1 of this Acts
(3) holds a master's or doctorate degree from an accredited

educational institution either in
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(A) marital and family therapy; or

(B) an appropriate course of study approved by the board;

and

(A) has practiced marital and family therapy in the state for at

least two years preceding application.

(b) A license wunder this section is subject to the same renewal

requirements as a license issued under AS 08.63.100, as enacted by sec. 1

of this Act.

(c) The Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall liberally construe
the requirements of (a) of this section for the purposes of licensing as a
marital and family therapy professional every person who merits licensing

by virtue of tfhe person's education, training, and experience in the field

of marital and family therapy.

* Sec. 10. AS 08.63.2A0, as enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, takes effect

July 1, 1991.
* Sec. 11. Except as provided in sec. 10 of this Act, this Act takes

effect July 1, 1990.
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