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Senate Special Committee on School Performance No. 32

Notes on the role of broadcasting in instruction in Alaska,
based on a memorandum from the Alaska Public Broadcasting
Commission, September 16, 1988; "The Future of State-Supported
Broadcasting in Alaska,”™ Larry L. Pearson, 1987; "A Report to
the Alaska Legislature iIn Response to Intent Language
regarding Telecommunications in the FY88 Operating Budget,"
December, 1987, and a review of RATNET minutes, 1986-1988.

PUBLIC BROADCASTING

1. In FY 1989, the State appropriation for public television
station operation is about $2.5 million; these funds,
supplemented by other funds, are used for the operation of
four PTV stations serving about 80 percent of Alaska®s
population. Three stations are control]sd by locally-elected
boards; the fourth 1is operated by the University at
Fairbanks.

2. For 25 years instructional television has been shown to be
effective in presenting content of specific courses, in
providing experiences not otherwise available, and in
motivating students to learn.

2. No instructional television is carried iIn Juneau; Bethel
carries 2 1/2 hours weekly, Fairbanks carries almost 5 hours
weekly, and Anchorage caries 25 hours. Community-controlled
stations are required by regulation to provide free time for
instructional programming provided by local schools.

3. Nine programs for children and youth are available to
stations for out of school viewirg this year. In addition to
the well-known programs such as "Sesame Street,” they include
programs to stimulate enthusiasm for learning reading
(""Reading Rainbow™), for mathematics and problem solving
('Square One TV'"), and for science and technology ("3-2-1
Contact™); other programs are dramatic works or discussions
dealing with issues facing pre-teens and adolescents.

4. General PTV programming is often suitable as a supplement
to classroom instruction in science, history, government, and
other subjects. It can be the subject of homework or, when
allowed, be taped for classroom use. Print materials are
available for many such programs.

5. Alaska®"s 15 public radio stations (supported by state
appropriations of about $4 million) are sources of iInformation
and news for their listeners, but carry no instructional
programming. Several stations carry programs in languages
other than English.

6. Elsewhere in America, telecommunications technology I1is
widely and effectively employed in addressing 1issues of
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schooling — teacher in-service  training, interactive
coursework for students at remote locations, teleconferences,
and so on. Such uses were made of the LearnAlaska network
until funding for its operation was deleted in 1986.

7. The Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission 1is located (by
law) within the Department of Administration. The nine
members of the commission are appointed by the governor for
five-year terms.

THE RURAL ALASKA TELEVISION NETWORK

8. During this fiscal year, the State appropriation ?or the
Rural Alaska Television Network (RATNet) is about $2 6
million. OF this amount, $2.2 million is payment to Alasc )m
for the use of its satellite and ground stations.

9. RATNet provides television service to 248 communities, 121
of which have no other television service (about 18,000
persons), and 41 of which have no radio service (about 4,400

persons).

10. Progamming on RATNet iIs preponderantly commercial
television - news, weather, sports, and entertainment. It
does, however, carry a few PTV programs such as '"Sesame
Street,” "Mr. Rogers7 Neighborhood,™ and "3-2-1 Contact.”

(Two recent weekly schedules are attached.)

11. There 1is virtually no instructional use made of RATNet
during days or evenings, even though the legislative intent
(FY 1987) was that "RATNet and Learn/Alaska be combined on one
statewide network managed by the Department of
Administration." In 1987, the consultant to the House
committee on telecommunications said the RATNet directors
refused to return to the pre-Learn/Alaska format of daytime
instructional programming and evening entertainment. He said,
"...they have considered instructional programs during the day
on a case by case basis and have expressed unwillingness to
make a regular day-time slot available for instructional
programs.'

12. RATNet"s policy guideline on this subject 1is that
"Instructional programming is considered to be consistent Iin
quality with network programming and will be assigned on a
time slot basis.™

14. Currently, the Department of Education uses the satellite
for transmission of programs between the hours of 2:00 a.m.
and 4:00 a.m. (for eight weeks each year) for recording by
school districts for their later use. The department also has
been authorized to uso Tfive hours this yoar for "Talkback,"
special presentations affording students the opportunity to
ask questions.
209



13. The department®s request for one hour daily, four days a
week, for transmission of a course in Japanese for up to 15
district”, for this school year was rejected by the RATNet
board.

14. RATNet programming is determined by a 17-member board made
up of 12 representatives of Native non-profit corporations,
two appointees of the governor, and one representative each
from the Department of Education, public broadcasting, and the
University of Alaska. There are no fixed terms.

a. Given the achievement Ilevels that are implied by test
scores in many rural areas, and the existing demands upon
teachers and schools, 1 think it is important to consider
whether and how State-supported broadcasting capabilities
should be employed to assist what State-supported schools are
seeking to do, and that is the reason 1 prepared this summary.

b. Here are some of the things that broadcast television can
do in support of schooling goals:

Extend the school day for the student without extending
the school day for the teacher;

Carry instructional programming that small school
faculties are unable to offer;

Present information at home that would be useful to
both parents and students (e.g., drugs, alcohol, and
other health information);

Present information for parents as parents; and
Provide in-service education for teachers.

c. Broadcast radio can also beuseful iIn iInstructional
programs,perhaps especially in language arts. In the
communities whure stations exist, high school students could
alsouse them as places of learning.

d. I have written the president of RATNet, asking what
criteria are usedin making program decisions, and 1 will
share his reply with you once 1 receive it.

e. The Governor®sTelecommunications Information Council
(made up of the cabinet and throu others) may have the
authority to consider the issues noted hero. Although the

council may not decide specific program content, 1its purpose
regarding information technology resources is very broad.

Bob Arnold 10/19/88
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RURAL ALASKA TELEVISION NETWORK (RATNET)
Briefing to House Finance Subcommittee
March_15, 1989
by Division of Teiwcommunlcations
Department of Administration

*The Rural Alask Telev |on Network RAIé\tET() rovrdrn\g tglevrsron to, bush
corenvrnsrﬂgrr] ' I an as a de srtersepon ro ect I ) Ere%?r'r ae Junoee
iuﬁ\aétnn an aeg re]rtlalrnomgngm e d n eIO N&se rate \\g%ﬂm%sn ea and
ﬁons ant) rema{n%d ttln1 n] y&aska Iawma era- tha alte governmenp should
ave nothing to co with selec ng the programs.

~T e. RATNET Councrl &v r ed t? allow rural. viewers t? sele%t n(etwork

te evisian ra%s rlrﬁrna(ﬁg nterim steering committee, the Council was
r%?r%rgltgns and cly orge%resgrnnaetel\s/esreoreslentrrtn 'OQaat er\]rr(r)rn E native In 1986
(n P then sgggrate LNAENYX aska neft ork wa? scontrn d and tH APFY\?EITS Councr? '
tg &Fx ann nterests. ﬁgrsne\?ve@orr% tr)n er yee ergg%n educaeroenaloand b“C

8e artment of técatron n & iJ \Persrt ?\a?li p ged Xlso In the

current mrx of ‘members are 2 retired teachers and one ac eac er

as to |scus ut com aints, “prajisg an ences

L R A

wﬁou(g eysc %(ul% | }/gewd and uPdated guartey f ?t ?s easy to un erstg why
ouncil comes under or not aifing particular z ograms.

RATN T Coun il meets )Jarterly o, revre\ér pervaluate an1de rseleet Rro ra mmgnrers

*The Council uses a nymber of techniques to select rams. .Tho primary tool [s a
groaram surve of % l1or:ael area whic ﬁelps {0 ascejr Fn P] vorite arPd t[favon

le
rograms, VIEWers aso rovr e rboérg as o't dpro&ramrmng éretgyw ould ? IKe %mse or

sed, Iesors edication ecials rogr
ﬁerea Tt enouélw dvance, the Coun may empfoy telephone po mdp 294 Method
détermining tergst

c%ﬁttﬂ‘é"eé“tﬁt'tt% U generﬁlrd/arz %aVeSnJ” R oo bt Soments This.
consists of re rs 0 Ie s and persona contacs received during,
uarer, To r ) tho en t 3 |rst fograms arp presented Tof, considera |on

second y\ Council gets dow rigus, business of makin ro ram
selection our, of each 0a ho we [ {ime Is considere programs
aro selected 03 eemed appropriate for each mo slot.



STATE TELEVISION PROJECT
(RATNET)
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1. Division of Telecommunications provides assistance to RATNET Council with meeting coordination and travel per diem.
2 Division technicians provide ntatowlde maintenance and repair to 102 small earth station sites that receive TVP.
3- Division engineers update and maintain 248 FCC licenses and associated documentation.

Division operates and manages Tape Delay Center In Anchorage with staff of 6 to deliver television programs, produce tv
schedule and liaison with RATNET Council.

5- 17-Member RATNET Council meets quarterly to seloct programs for TVP based upon Input from viewers/entitles each
represents.

Satellite uplink and transpondor services leased from Alascom.

144 small earth stations and downlink services to 248 sites are leased from Alascom.

Division maintains and repairs 102 State-owned small earth stations.

In 248 communities receive TVP signal via State-owned or Alascom small earth stations at each location.

© -~ O
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SATELLITE TELEVISION SCHEDULE!

SUNDAY 3/12
£]C0 AM SUNDAY TODAY
7 130 MEET THE PRESS
1100 NBA BASKETBALL

(DENVER VS BOSTON)
10:30 NCAA BASKETBALL: BIG EAST FINAL
12:30 PM SPECIAL: ROAD TO ALBERTVILLE
1i30 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP SELECTION
2100 CARTOONS
3i00 SUPERBDY
3:30 THE BATTLE FOR EASTERN AIRLINES
4:20 AUSTIN CITY LIMITS
5:30 NATIONAL NEWS
Sioo CHANNEL £ NEWS
6130 A DIFFERENT WORLD
7100 60 MINUTES
8 i00 MURDER, SHE WROTE
9100 15TH ANNUAL PEOPLE"S CHOICE AWARDS3
11100 TOUR OF DUTY
1£:C0 BEYOND TOMORROW
1100 AM MARRIED WITH CHILDREN
MONDAY 3/13
7:00 PM DOLPHIN COVE
8:00 MOVIE: ORIGINAL SIN
10100 ROSEPNNE
10130 PERFECT STRANGERS
11100 CHANNEL 2 NEWS
11 i30 MATLOCK
12:30 AM IN THE HEAT Or THE NIGHT
TUESDAY 3/14
7:00 PM PARADISE
8i 00 MURPHY BROWN
8:30 HOOPERMAN
9:00 MOONLIGHTING
10100 GOLDEN GIRLS
10130 CHEERS
i 100 CHANNEL 2 NEWS
i 130 ABC NIGHTLINE
12100 MIDNIGHT CALLER
1i00 AWM 227
WEDNESDAY 3/15
7100 PM GROWING PAINS
7:20 HEAD OF THE CLASS
8100 ALr
a 130 DEAR JOHN
9 100 A FINE ROMANCE
10:00 CHINA BEACH
11 1CO CHANNEL 2 NEWS
11120 AMERICA”S MOST WANTED
12tcCo LATE MOVIE: NIGHT HEAT

WEEK OF MARCH ip 1989
THURSDAY 3/16
7100 PM FULL HOUSE
7:30 FAMILY TIES
8:00 DYNASTY
9100 MOVIE; PETE”S DRAGON
11:00 CHANNEL 2 NEWS
lit30 THE REPORTERS
12:30 AM WAR OF THE WORLDS
FRIDAY 3/17
7:00 PM THE WONDER YEARS
7:30 THE COSBY SHOW
8:00 DALLAS
9:00 20720
10:00 MTAMI VICE
11 100 CHANNEL 2 NEWS
11:30 HUNTER
12:30 AM FRIDAY NIGHT VIDEOS
SATURDAY 3/18
6:00 AM CARTOONS
8:00 N C A A BASKETBALL
S E C 0O N D R 0 U N D
10100 N C A A BASKETBALL
S E C 0O N D R 0O U N D
12:30 PM N C A A BASKETBALL
S E C.0 N D R 0O U N D
3:00 CARTOON
3:20 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
S P E C I AL
4:30 STAR TREK: T H E N E X 7
G E N E R A T I 0 N
5:30 NATIONAL NEWS
6:00 CHANNEL 2 NEWS
6:30 GREAT C I R C U S E S 01
T V E W 0O R L D
7:30 MAGICAL WORLD OF DISNEY
8:30 HEARTBEAT
9:30 MACGYVER
10:30 L. A. LAW
11:20 T U N D T E R R O R
T H E A T R
THE FOLLOWING DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PROGRAMS ARE SCHEDULED FOR:
MAR . 16. 11AM TO 12N- TALKBACK1 AIDS
Students will have a chance to learn
ABOUT AIDS, ITS EFFECT ON THE UNITE:
STATES AND ALASKA. AND WHAT CHOICES
THEY MUST MAKE TO PREVENT 17T.
MAR . 21. 10130 TO 11130 AM- NASA
TTeCHnOI CGY And y5 1JE CLASSROOM)

TALKBACK

(CCEP WIS TAravno' crrur
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11263 SCHE
3130 20 M
6100 THIS
6130 ABC
7100 G0OD
9100 FAMI
9130 WHEE
10100 CART
11100 ije SESA
12100 ALL
1100 PRIC
<+ WOMEN
2100 GENE
3100 MR .
<
3 130 GOVE
4100 m T HE
4130 NEWS
3100 CAPI
5130 NBC
£100 STAT
6>30 ALAS
7100 GROW
7 130 HEAD
£100 ALF
8130 DEAR
3100 A FI
10100 YUKDO
4
10130 NITGH
WOMEN
11 100 CHAN
11 130 AMER
12 100 LATE
1100 EMPT

% 1 1*%

« o«

tmmmmt s«

WEDNESDAY MARCH 8, 1989
DULES & toveiiiaaaannnn.
INUTE WCRKQUT OFF AIR CH
MORNING18 BUSINESS OFF AIR CH
WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING OFF AIR CH
MORNING AMERICA OFF AIR CH
LV FEUD OFF AIR CH
L OF FORTUNE
0O0NS
ME STREET
MY CHILDREN OFF AIR CH
E IS RIGHT
IN AK HISTORY (PSA #5S)
RAL HOSPITAL OFF AIR CH
ROGERS
RNOR”3 WINDOW
ALASKA REPORT HtCx"<@*d
CLIPS ALASCOM
TAL "89 ALASCOM
NEWS OFF AIR CH
EWIDE NEWS OFF AIR CH
KA WEATHER TAPED HERE
ING PAINS OFF AIR CH
OF THE CLASS OFF AIR CH
JOHN
NE ROMANCE
N QUEST SLED DOG RACE OFF AIR CH
T COURT
IN AK HISTORY (PSA #8)
NEL 2 NEWS TAPED HERE
ICA”S MOST WANTED
MOVIEi NIGHT HEAT
Y NEST

mm mm

13
13
13
13

11

13

13

(KJUD/JUNEAU)

2

13
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13

13

13
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8*00
ftl 00
6130
7»30
8 130
Si (DO
S$130

11%30
18100
2100

2*30

4 130
Si 30
6100
8130
7%00
$ 100
9>00
10100
11 100
lioo

1i30

2100

SATURDAY MARCH
ALL-NIGHT PROGRAMMING
“FLINTO9TONE KIDS
WINNIE THE POOH
THE REAL GHOS7BUSTERB
SCoOO0OBY DOD
NCAA PRE-TOURNAMENT SPECIAL (PT.
NCAA BABKETBALL BIG EAST SEMI-FINALS
NCAA PRE-TOURNAMENT 3PECIAL (PT.
NCAA BASKETBALL BIG EAST SEMI-FINALS
CARTOONS
WOMEN IN AK HISTORY (PSA #11)
WONDERWORKS (THE LION. THE WITCH

AND THE WARDROBE

STAR TREKI THE N
NATIONAL NEWS
CHANNEL 2 NEWS
MR . BELVEDERE
MAGICAL WORLD OF

HEARTBEAT

WOMEN IN AK HI3TO
MACGYVER

*

L. A. LAW

MQVIEI PSYCHO 11
WHO"™S THE BOSS

SCHEDULEY9 ...
ALL-NIGHT PROGRA
- DISPLAY ALCOHOL

- PART 2 & 3)

EXT GENERATION
DISNEY

RY (PSA #11)

1

MMING

DISCLAIMER

11,

9]

2)

1983

OFF
OFF
OFF
OFF
OFF
OFF
OFF
OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

AILR

AIlR

AIlR

AILR

AILR

AILR

AIlR

AILR

AILR

AIlR

AIlR

h1R

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

13
13
13

13
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11
11
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RATNET COUNCIL
February 1989

* Denotes Executive Council

+1SAAC KAYUTAK, President
Box 764
Barrow,
852-2070 (Msg.-
852-4750 (H)

AK 99723
Phone)

+LINDA DAVIDOVICS,
c/o Maniilaq Assn.
Box 256

Kotzebue, AK 99752
442-3311 (W)
442-3711 (H)

¢KAY SHEPHERD, Secretary

Box 727
Whittier, AK 99693
472-2350 (H)

TIM TOWARAK
Box 89
Unalakleet, AK
624-3003 (H)

99684

¢RUSSELL NELSON
Box 161
Dillingham, AK
842-5471 (Msg.-
842-2370 (H)

99576
Phone)

+HAROLD HOPPER
BOX 245
Haines,

766-2249

AK 99827

+PETER TWITCHELL
BOX 703
Bethel,
543-3131
543-3640

AK 99559

w
Q)

CHRIS GENE
Box 124
Gakona,

822-3497

AK 99586

RHEA MAE KNAGIN
Box 265

Port Lions,
454-2276 (H)

AK 99550

Vice President

Inupiat Community

Maniilag Association

Governor®s Appointee

Kawerak, Inc.

Bristol Bay Native Assn.

Governor®s Appointee

of Village

AVCP (At™n.
Presidents)

Council

Copper River Native Assn.

Kodiak Area Native Assn.



VELMa SCHAFER
Box 70

Huslia, AK 99746
829-2258 (H)

NELLIE H. VALE

Box 193

Yakutat, AK 99689
784-3423

GARY HARRISON

BOX 1105

Chickaloon, AK "74
745-7184 (H)

ARNOLD MELSHEIMER

722 Ocean View
English Bay via Homer, AK 99603

281-2231

DIMITRI PHILEMONOF
c/o0 APIA

1689 C Street
Anchorage, AK 99503
248-5341 (H)
276-2700 (W

JERRY BRIGHAM

c/o KYUK TV

P.O. BOX 468
Bethel, AK 99559
543-3131 (W)

LOIS STIEGEMEIER

BOX F
Juneau, AK 99811

465-2884 (W)

EDIE LYNCH
ACC/K-102

2533 Providence Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508-4670

786-1990 (W)
ALTERNATES.:

Billie Benedict (Russell Nelson)

Box 1011
Dillingham, AK 99576

Reggie Cleveland (L. Davidovics)

General Delivery
Shungnak, AK 99773
437-2168

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Tlingit & Haida Indians

Cook Inlet Native Assn.

North Pacific Rim

Aleutian/Pribilof
Island Assn.

Alaska Public Broadcasting

Dept, of Education

UAA/Z/ACC Instructional
Telecommunications

Larry Sinyon (Chris Gene)
Star Rt. Box 150
Gakona, AK 99586

Debbie Harris (Nellie Vale)
P.0O. Box 233

Yakutat, AK
784-3288/3233



Bonnie Eastburn (Gary Harrison) Margaret Galovin

c/o CINA I~ n
Dimitri Philemonof

1569 S. Bragaw, Ste. 200 é}o APIA )

Anchorage, AK 99508 1689 ¢ Street

Anchorage, AK 99503



State must take active role Iin rural TV programming

By DANIEL HOUSBEfIC and en ertar ment pr rams Im ortant for ru ral auq and entertarnrn to % iec smns art be,taqs made.
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Lawmakers debate funding of rural TV

By LARRY PERSILY
Associated pres*

JUNEAU — The state spends
$2.6 million a year beaming tele-
vision to 248" communities, but

some lawmakers are uncon-

vinced that broadcasting "Miami
Vice" is an essential service of
state government.

"| don't see entertainment as
an essential function,” Rep. Kay
Brown D-Anchorage,  said
Th yr?day

[T we maintain it, | think it
would be appropriate to shift its
focus to more educational’
Brown said.

The House Finance Subcom-

TV: State debates funding for transmitting '"Miami Vice'
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ET'S closure, but udded that

she 'may reach that point”
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CUt

representatives from
ave

lence on TV. Mayhe you could
take away 'Miami Vice' and
maybe thcre'd be fewer prob-
lem's in the villages," the Juneau
Democrat said.

Many peo lelielleve that the
overusé o' TV is detrimental to
children_and detracts from their
time with family, friends and
school work, Brown said.

"It's not reall @ good way to
develop the mind," she said.

Despite the debate between
entertainment and educational
IV, rural lawmakers don't want
to pull the plug on the chanpel

| think that it is essential sor-
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Is It education or just entertainment?

Budget-wary lawmakers take up question of rural TV channel
By LARRY PERStY Wd Re(P gpro Hgffllrrr]tarnura[i)ﬁ
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Alaska State Legislature

please enter into the record my testimony to the HOO& Health Education and social Services
committee name

committee ONHY251» neris, we2w  ws2qs.  dated  March 31, 1987 _

bill/subject
fawerak Incorporated 1is supportive of HB 136 with some minor
?echnical amendments. We agree that the Governor should appoint the

[members of the Rural Alaska Television Network Council. We would like
0 "see language included in the bill which directs that the-membership-
[oFf the Councilincludes at least one member from each of the twelve
|Tegions established pursuant to ANCSA. T*._s will ensure the Council

[maintains a statewide as opposed to a special interest perspective.

ﬂ%iurge continued funding of the RATNET system.

[In*reference to HB 251. We support requiring additional educational
>rogramming on RATNET as long as the programming is selected by the

RATNET Council. Key to this whole 1issue 1is what constitutes
[ -Educational programming. In example, we consider statewide news and
weather to be educational programming. If the effect of the

amendment is to mandate that 50% of air time be turned over to the
Department of Education to use as they see fit, we oppose this bill.
We understand that the RATNET council does net. receive many requests
[for additional educational programming. Currently the hours of 2 - 6
tam are reserved for educational materials on the RATNET system. IFf
[individuals are interested In a particular subject or class, the
session can be videotaped by the students or teachers for later
viewing. This committee may wish to consider increasing the number of
strictly instructional hours as opposing to increasingthe number of
educational hours.

We would also like to state that we are wholly supportive of HCR 18,
HB 203 and HB 231. These three bills will help ensurethe residents
and children of Alaska receive a quality education.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input.
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