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Senate Special Committee on School Performance No. 32

Notes on the role of broadcasting in instruction in Alaska, 
based on a memorandum from the Alaska Public Broadcasting 
Commission, September 16, 1988; "The Future of State-Supported 
Broadcasting in Alaska," Larry L. Pearson, 1987; "A Report to 
the Alaska Legislature in Response to Intent Language 
regarding Telecommunications in the FY88 Operating Budget," 
December, 1987, and a review of RATNET minutes, 1986-1988.

PUBLIC BROADCASTING

1. In FY 1989, the State appropriation for public television 
station operation is about $2.5 million; these funds, 
supplemented by other funds, are used for the operation of 
four PTV stations serving about 80 percent of Alaska's 
population. Three stations are control]sd by locally-elected 
boards; the fourth is operated by the University at 
Fairbanks.

2. For 25 years instructional television has been shown to be 
effective in presenting content of specific courses, in 
providing experiences not otherwise available, and in 
motivating students to learn.

2. No instructional television is carried in Juneau; Bethel 
carries 2 1/2 hours weekly, Fairbanks carries almost 5 hours 
weekly, and Anchorage caries 25 hours. Community-controlled 
stations are required by regulation to provide free time for 
instructional programming provided by local schools.

3. Nine programs for children and youth are available to 
stations for out of school viewirg this year. In addition to 
the well-known programs such as "Sesame Street," they include 
programs to stimulate enthusiasm for learning reading 
("Reading Rainbow"), for mathematics and problem solving 
("Square One TV"), and for science and technology ("3-2-1 
Contact"); other programs are dramatic works or discussions 
dealing with issues facing pre-teens and adolescents.

4. General PTV programming is often suitable as a supplement 
to classroom instruction in science, history, government, and 
other subjects. It can be the subject of homework or, when 
allowed, be taped for classroom use. Print materials are 
available for many such programs.

5. Alaska's 15 public radio stations (supported by state 
appropriations of about $4 million) are sources of information 
and news for their listeners, but carry no instructional 
programming. Several stations carry programs in languages 
other than English.

6. Elsewhere in America, telecommunications technology is 
widely and effectively employed in addressing issues of
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schooling —  teacher in-service training, interactive 
coursework for students at remote locations, teleconferences, 
and so on. Such uses were made of the LearnAlaska network 
until funding for its operation was deleted in 1986.

7. The Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission is located (by 
law) within the Department of Administration. The nine 
members of the commission are appointed by the governor for 
five-year terms.

THE RURAL ALASKA TELEVISION NETWORK

8. During this fiscal year, the State appropriation ?or the 
Rural Alaska Television Network (RATNet) is about $2 6 
million. Of this amount, $2.2 million is payment to Alasc )m 
for the use of its satellite and ground stations.

9. RATNet provides television service to 248 communities, 121 
of which have no other television service (about 18,000 
persons), and 41 of which have no radio service (about 4,400 
persons).

10. Progamming on RATNet is preponderantly commercial 
television —  news, weather, sports, and entertainment. It 
does, however, carry a few PTV programs such as "Sesame 
Street," "Mr. Rogers7 Neighborhood," and "3-2-1 Contact."
(Two recent weekly schedules are attached.)

11. There is virtually no instructional use made of RATNet 
during days or evenings, even though the legislative intent 
(FY 1987) was that "RATNet and Learn/Alaska be combined on one 
statewide network managed by the Department of 
Administration." In 1987, the consultant to the House 
committee on telecommunications said the RATNet directors 
refused to return to the pre-Learn/Alaska format of daytime 
instructional programming and evening entertainment. He said, 
"...they have considered instructional programs during the day 
on a case by case basis and have expressed unwillingness to 
make a regular day-time slot available for instructional 
programs."

12. RATNet's policy guideline on this subject is that 
"Instructional programming is considered to be consistent in 
quality with network programming and will be assigned on a 
time slot basis."

14. Currently, the Department of Education uses the satellite 
for transmission of programs between the hours of 2:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 a.m. (for eight weeks each year) for recording by 
school districts for their later use. The department also has 
been authorized to uso five hours this yoar for "Talkback," 
special presentations affording students the opportunity to 
ask questions.
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13. The department's request for one hour daily, four days a 
week, for transmission of a course in Japanese for up to 15 
district", for this school year was rejected by the RATNet 
board.

14. RATNet programming is determined by a 17-member board made 
up of 12 representatives of Native non-profit corporations, 
two appointees of the governor, and one representative each 
from the Department of Education, public broadcasting, and the 
University of Alaska. There are no fixed terms.

------------------------ Comments--------------------------------

a. Given the achievement levels that are implied by test 
scores in many rural areas, and the existing demands upon 
teachers and schools, I think it is important to consider 
whether and how State-supported broadcasting capabilities 
should be employed to assist what State-supported schools are 
seeking to do, and that is the reason I prepared this summary.

b. Here are some of the things that broadcast television can 
do in support of schooling goals:

Extend the school day for the student without extending 
the school day for the teacher;

Carry instructional programming that small school 
faculties are unable to offer;

Present information at home that would be useful to 
both parents and students (e.g., drugs, alcohol, and 
other health information);

Present information for parents as parents; and 

Provide in-service education for teachers.

c. Broadcast radio can also be useful in instructional
programs, perhaps especially in language arts. In the
communities whure stations exist, high school students could 
also use them as places of learning.

d. I have written the president of RATNet, asking what
criteria are used in making program decisions, and I will
share his reply with you once I receive it.

e. The Governor's Telecommunications Information Council
(made up of the cabinet and throu others) may have the
authority to consider the issues noted hero. Although the
council may not decide specific program content, its purpose 
regarding information technology resources is very broad.

B o b  A r n o l d  1 0 / 1 9 / 8 8
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RURAL ALASKA TELEVISION NETWORK (RATNET) 
Briefing to House Finance Subcommittee 

March 15, 1989 
by Division of Teiwcommunlcations 

Department of Administration

•The Rural Alaska Television Network (RATNET) began providing television to bush 
communities in Jan. 1977. At present, 248 communities receive State-funded 
television. It began as a demonstration project (TVDP) of a single delivery system for 
education and entertainment then changed to two separate systems (LEARN/Alaska and 
RATNET) and again into a single system, (RATNET). Throughout Its evolution, one constant remained in the minds ot Alaska's lawmakera-that State government should have nothing to co with selecting the programs.

•The RATNET Council was formed to allow rural viewers to select network 
television programs. Originally an Interim steering committee, the Council was 
reorganized In 1981 to Include representatives of 12 regional non-profit native 
corporations and two Governor's appointees representing statewide Interests. In 1986, 
the then separate LEARN/Alaska network was discontinued and the RATNET Council 
was expanded to 17 members to more broadly represent educational and public 
broadcasting Interests. The newest members represent and are appointed by the 
APBC, the Department of Education and the University of Alaska. (Included also in the current mix of members are 2 retired teachers and one active teacher.)

•The RATNET Council meets quarterly to review, evaluate and select programming, as 
well as to discuss Input (complaints, praise and program preferences) from the viewers 
they represent. Programming Is selected from a number of sources, Including ABC, 
CBS, NBC, PBS, FOX, the U of A, DOE and Independent Alaskan producers. With a 
wide variety of programming to choose from and only one channel available, (even 
though the schedule is reviewed and updated quarterly), It Is easy to understand why 
the Council comes under fire for not airing particular programs.

•The Council uses a number of techniques to select programs. Tho primary tool Is a 
program survey of the local area, which helps to ascertain favorite and least favorite 
programs. Viewers also provide Input as to tho programming they would like added or 
decreased, I.e. sports, education, PBS, "specials", etc. In cases where programs are 
offered far enough In advance, the Council may employ telephone polling as a method of determining Interest.

• Council meetings are generally 2 days In duration. General business Is 
conducted tho flrat day; a primary agenda Item Is Council mombor comments. This 
consists of reports on letters, phone calls and personal contacts received during the 
quarter. Towards tho end of the first day, programs aro presented for consideration. On tho second day, tho Council gets down to tho serious business of making program 
selections. E^ch hour of each day of tho week's J r  time Is considered and programs 
aro selected os deemed appropriate for each tlmo slot.
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Division of Telecommunications provides assistance to RATNET Council with meeting coordination and travel per diem. 

Division technicians provide ntatowlde maintenance and repair to 102 small earth station sites that receive TVP.

Division engineers update and maintain 248 FC C  licenses and associated documentation.

Division operates and manages Tape Delay Center In Anchorage with staff of 6 to deliver television programs, produce tv 
schedule and liaison with RATNET Council.

17-Member RATNET Council meets quarterly to seloct programs for TVP based upon Input from viewers/entitles each 
re p re se n ts .

Satellite uplink and transpondor services leased from Alascom.

144 small earth stations and downlink services to 248 sites are leased from Alascom.

Division maintains and repairs 102 State-owned small earth stations.

Residences In 248 communities receive TVP signal via State-owned or Alascom small earth stations at each location.
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Dob Ao< mtci
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PCM 023023

Anchor* ge

O e c t  Tech Sprv, 
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PCM Q23011

Sol do too

Elect, T ech 
Steve Ippuch 
PCM 023030

D e c t  Tec h  
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PCM 023017
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Elect Tech 
At Sandera 
PCM 023032
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Elect Tech 

Carl Lareon 

PCM 023033

S e c r e t o r y  I
Haney Cr*ŷ (ctl«r

PCM 023003

r.ngr. a  
Makata
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H k e  Ridge
PCM 023029
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Cor w  Enor. 11 
C.I/J Cax/Nll 
PCM Q 2 3 W 7

Joneou

Elect. Tec h  Sprv. 
Ml Hosey 

PCM 023030

D e c t  Tech 
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 222G32__
D e c t  Tech

j*££h" S » 1'
D e c t  Tech 

Ron Chnet e n e e n

PCM 023033
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Anchorage

D e c t  Tech. 
M l  Sr-ursch 
PCM 023020 
D e c t  Tech 
R u x Jy  H ervcy
PCM 023016 

PCM 023012

D e c t .  T e c h  
T*h rutKf a . 

PCM 023013

D e c t  Tech 
Norn Cxeraid 
PCM 023023

D e c t  Tech. 
Roger Vs~ch 
PQI 023027

D e c t  Tec h  
Stfvf rtiilh 
PCM 023020

D e c t  T ech

i i s r d S K r

Elect Tech
M U  J>«igntn«
PCM 0 2 * 1 3

D e c t  Tech 
ftfcc Paotettl 
PCM 023062

D e c t  Tech 
At Schuater 
PCM 023014

D e c t  Tech 
Gaytand Vohlgenutt 

PCM 023041

J c n e e u
Tele con. PUnner n  

John Caneron 
PCM 023100

David Loont* 
C o m .  Ca* ts 1

PCM 023104

Trlecon. Planner I 
Deborah Gazaeay

PCM 023101___
Ackvrv Aeetrt U  

U z  Gonez

LpQLaeart.
YjOomntuy.x r j 

Ed VtUone 
PCM 023107

Clerk Typert □ 
fitly Jo Todd 
PCM 001093

Clerk Typttt IU 
A  10 m o n s

. a a m ____

F a irb .n k s

Ooct. Tech. Spvr. 
Sob Votfe 
PCN 023061

D e c t  Tech 
Richard Detvert 

PCM 023042

D e c t  Tech 
Jchn Coodftl 
PCM 0 2 * 4 3

D e c t  T ech  
J e r e  G raudon  
P C M 9 2 3 0 1 0
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♦ISAAC KAYUTAK, President 
Box 764
Barrow, AK 99723 
852-2070 (Msg. Phone)
852-4750 (H)

♦LINDA DAVIDOVICS, Vice President 
c/o Maniilaq Assn.
Box 256
Kotzebue, AK 99752 
442-3311 (W)
442-3711 (H)

♦KAY SHEPHERD, Secretary 
Box 727
Whittier, AK 99693 
472-2350 (H)

Inupiat Community

Maniilaq Association

Governor's Appointee

TIM TOWARAK 
Box 89
Unalakleet, AK 
624-3003 (H)

99684

Kawerak, Inc.

♦RUSSELL NELSON 
Box 161
Dillingham, AK 99576 
842-5471 (Msg. Phone) 
842-2370 (H)

♦HAROLD HOPPER 
BOX 245
Haines, AK 99827 
766-2249

Bristol Bay Native Assn.

Governor's Appointee

♦PETER TWITCHELL 
BOX 703
Bethel, AK 99559 
543-3131 (W) 
543-3640 (H)

AVCP (At™n. of Village 
Council Presidents)

CHRIS GENE 
Box 124
Gakona, AK 99586 
822-3497

Copper River Native Assn.

RHEA MAE KNAGIN 
Box 265
Port Lions, AK 99550 
454-2276 (H)

Kodiak Area Native Assn.



VELMa SCHAFER 
Box 70
Huslia, AK 99746 
829-2258 (H)

NELLIE H. VALE 
Box 193
Yakutat, AK 99689 
784-3423

GARY HARRISON 
BOX 1105
Chickaloon, AK "74 
745-7184 (H)

ARNOLD MELSHEIMER 
722 Ocean View
English Bay via Homer, AK 99603 
281-2231

DIMITRI PHILEMONOF 
c/o APIA 
1689 C Street 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
248-5341 (H)
276-2700 (W)

JERRY BRIGHAM 
C / O  KYUK TV 
P.O. BOX 468 
Bethel, AK 99559 
543-3131 (W)

LOIS STIEGEMEIER 
BOX F
Juneau, AK 99811 
465-2884 (W)

EDIE LYNCH 
ACC/K-102
2533 Providence Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508-4670 
786-1990 (W)

ALTERNATES.:
Billie Benedict (Russell Nelson) 
Box 1011
Dillingham, AK 99576

Reggie Cleveland (L. Davidovics) 
General Delivery 
Shungnak, AK 99773 
437-2168

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Tlingit & Haida Indians

Cook Inlet Native Assn.

North Pacific Rim

Aleutian/Pribilof 
Island Assn.

Alaska Public Broadcasting

Dept, of Education

UAA/ACC Instructional 
Telecommunications

Larry Sinyon (Chris Gene) 
Star Rt. Box 150 
Gakona, AK 99586

Debbie Harris (Nellie Vale) 
P.O. Box 233 
Yakutat, AK 
784-3288/3233



Bonnie Eastburn (Gary Harrison) 
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Margaret Galovin 
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c/o APIA 
1689 c Street 
Anchorage, AK 99503



State must take active role in rural TV programming
By DANIEL HOUSBEflC

It la refreshing to i «  tht 
rlste legislature U reviewing 
the merits o f the Rurm) Alas- 
k t  T e lev is ion  N etw ork  
(RATNet.)

The review Is Uk lnc piece 
in light of dwindling reve­
nues. However It is e review 
thst should have been con­
ducted in 1VT7 when RATNet was established, and every 
year thereafter . F o r the 
questions o f  state funded 
television go beyond the cost 
consideration.

I am in favor ot maintain- 
In f RATNet. But to merely 
continue funding RATNet 
w ithout con s ld e r lc f how 
television f lu  Into the life­
sty le o f ru ra l A laskans would be unwarranted.

Television Is vital to rural 
Alaska. It can open new 
worlds for people who rare­
ly travel beyood their lsolst- 
ad village. It can provide an 
Immediate source o t oews 
and public effective learning 
aid. And. yes. TV can pro­
vide entertainment.

Television Is a tool whose 
power Is underestimated. It 
should not be dismissed sole­
ly as a source of benign 
entertainment. Iu  p'sce In

-found

ed to be Ignored. In rural 
Alaska, tbe Impact of telrvt- 
sloo Is amplified because of 
tbe lack of exposure to otber 
forms of stimulation and re­
sources.

However what television 
Is. and what It could/ibould be are vastly different. Tbe 
world portrayed on televi­
sion Is often discordant with 
tbe values and lifestyle of 
tbe Nstlve community. Alas­
ka Native culture Is based 
on cooperation and sharing, 
values necessary to living In 
the Arctic. But television 
emphasises competition and 
acquisitiveness. TV presenU 
role models Irrelevant to 
young Natives living ln the 
Bush. And there U  an ab­
sence of news and public 
affaire programming exam­
ining the Issues Important to 
Alaska’s Natives, such at 
self determ ination o r  re- 
aourre development.

RATNet perpetuates this 
destructive tendency by of­
fering the lamest o f pro- 
grsmi to Its viewers. Sports

and entertainment programs 
routinely take priority over 
worthwhile television. Tbe 
ooe Alaska (Anchorage) pro­duced, statewide "news" 
program Is at best humor­
ous, and at worst offensive 
to rural audience*. It doesn't 
begin to provide rural view- 
era with the information or 
analysis RATNet's viewers 
deserve.Tbe RATNet board will 
tall you they are providing 
what the viewer wants. This 
notion is based oo surveys that a n  conducted h i pitas, 
ardly. In assy case, what the viewer wants Is not neces­
sarily  what tbe viewer needs. Most children will eat 
Twinkles Instead of vegeta­
bles. Tbe television audience 
has been fed a steady diet of 
Junk food TV, and that's 
what It has become accus­
tomed to. So long as the 
state Is Involved. It Is RAT- 
Net's responsibility to pro­
vide w hat the audience 
needs along with what It 
wan la.It Is vital ior RATNet to 
provide programs that deal 
with Nstlve Issues and por­
tray Native values and role 
models. Programs thst dis­
cuss current events are also

Important for rural aud i­
ences as the outside world continues to encroach on ru­
ral Alaska. Locally produced 
programs oeed to be encour­
aged. with funding If neces­
sary.Anchorage-based televl* 
sloo needs to be sensitive to 
the Issues facing rural Alas­
ka. It cannot continue to 
Ignore the Alaska outside of 
the urban areal, if neces­
sary, It needs to tap new 
markets ln o rde r. to fund - 
this kind o f programming. 
And of coun t , rural Ales- 
knni Deed to  be Involved In 
production. / i  a spin off. 
urban Alaskans will be bet­
ter served. Urban viewers 
art deprived of programs 
thst accurately reflect con­
temporary Native/rural life, 
(be bearl o f A laska. It's 
ironic that television gives urban viewers an opportuni- 
ty to see cultures around the 
world, but they rarely tee 
programs about Native life 
in their own state.

Tbe legislature made a big 
mistake In 1916 when It 
elim inated  LearnA laska  (Tbe educational counterpart 
to RATNet). I assume the 
Intent was to combine the 
dual purposes of informing

and entertaining into the 
one present channel. This 
hasn't happened. Now that 
tbe debate regarding the 
world of state funded televi­
sion has been opened agsln. 
there is a second cbtr.ce for 
Um  state to take an active 
role In ensuring RATNet 
provides informative snd 
educational programming.

A structure should be cre­
ated whereby RATNet may- 
benefit from the revenues 
generated from advertise­
ments contained in advertis­
ing space. Tbe money gener­
ated shou ld  be m id t  
available to production fecll- 
Itles to produce rural orient­
ed programming.

More funding should be 
made available to the rural 
production fscililles already 
In operation Some of the 
funding could be channeled 
through the Department of 
Education. (A  student may 
spend six boun  In ■ class­
room. but thst student easi­
ly spends six hours In front 
of the tube )

The state, through the De­
partment o f Education and 
other educational institu­
tions, should exercise more 
control over the RATNet 
board to ensure responsible

decisions art being made. 
And i t  the very Itast. more 
public broadcasting p ro ­
grams should be aired. Both  
of these measures would cost 
nothingI am perhaps naive to 
think that the legislature or 
RATNet would choose to  
pre-empt "As the W orld  
TUrei" for the "Woild Re­
port" or "Hoopennan" for 
MacNcil/Uhrsr. That would 
really wake up the viewers. 
And why risk that while 
they are passively sleeping 
in front of the -be! What 
I'm hoping for Is a change of 
consciousness.

Tbe considerations of tele­
vision In rural Alaska go 
beyond the funding and po­
litical Issues. We all need to 
becone active, rather than 
passive viewers We need to 
recoynlie the power of tele­
vision and use that power to 
better ourselves and our 
community.
□ Dental Hows' haa bean producing I#tarns., urograma 
In Alaska alnca 1Mb. Four ot 
those ysarn wars spent In Kos- 
rebus. Mia programs haw atrod 
on national and Alaska tatavt- 
iton. Including the flu'll Alaska Television HetworV
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Lawmakers debate funding of rural TV
By L A R R Y  PERSILY 
Associated Pres*

JUNEAU —  The state spends 
$2.6 million a year beaming tele­
vision to 248 communities, but 
some lawmakers a re  uncon­
vinced that broadcasting "M iam i 
Vice" is an essential service o f 
state government.

" I  don’ t see entertainment as 
an essential function,”  Rep. K ay 
Brown, D-Anchorage, said 
Thursday.

" I f  we maintain it, I think it 
would be appropriate to shift its 
focus to more educational,”  
Brown said.

The House Finance Subcom-

Re*. K«y Brown Re*. Rorrry PMIIlM Re*. Fron Ulmer Dir 'Red' nevcher

mittec on the Department o f Ad­
ministration budget started its 
review this week o f state funding 
fo r the Rura l Alaska Television 
Network, known as RATNET.

Subcommittee Chairwoman

Rep. Fran U lm er said she is not 
prewired to recommended RAT- 
N ET ’S closure, but udded that 
she "m ay reach that point.”  

•’We’ ve got lots o f problems in 
the villages. There’s a lot o f vio­

lence on TV. Maybe you could 
take away ’Miami Vice’ and 
maybe thcre’d be fewer prob­
lems in the villages," the Juneau 
Democrat said.

Many people lie lleve that the 
overuse o ' TV  is detrimental to 
children and detracts from their 
time with fam ily, friends and 
school work, Brown said.

" I t ’s not rea lly  a good way to 
develop the m ind," she said. 

Despite the debate between 
entertainment and educational 
IV ,  ru ra l lawmakers don’ t want 
to pull the plug on the channel 

" I  think that it is essential sor- 
Sce TV, page A-8
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TV: State debates funding for transmitting 'Miami Vice'
Continue, from page A-l

vice," said Rep. Lyman Hoff- 
man. D-Bethel. Many social 
problems in rural Alaska ire 
caused by a luck of activities, 
and TV helps (111 that void, he 
said.

Sen. Johne BlnkJey, R-Bethel, 
said Ihe network is ihe only 
source of news (or many vtl- 
l.i/ -s. and he favors changing the 
network's schedule to include 
more educational shows.

Most Of the 18-hour-a-day pro­
gramming on RATNET is com­
mercial TV, picked up from the

three network* and independent 
stations and transmilted by sat­
ellite to earth stations across the 
state.

Movies, sports, soap operas 
and comedies are Joined for less 
lhan 10 hours a week by "Sesame 
Street," "Mister Rogers" and 
"National Geographic."

Nightly statewide news pro­
grams and national network 
news shows alto are earned on 
the channel.

The entertainment valu- Is 
important to consider, Binkley 
said. "We don't have swimming 
pools or hockey rinks that many 
of the people In larger urtun

communities take for granted 
everyday."

The r.ews value is Important 
in many villages that don't have 
the luxury of cable or even radio, 
Hoffman Mid

Canceling RATNET would 
add lo rural Alaska's social prob­
lems, he said.

"Everyone acknowledges that 
there are serious problems in 
rural Alaska with soaring alco­
holism and suicide rales," he 
« ld . "By eliminating RATNET, 
you’re going to further aggra­
vate the situation" by depriving 
people of an alternative lo drink­
ing and drugs.

Hoffman serves as cochair­
man of ihe House Finance Com­
mittee. and any proposal lo cut 
or change RATNET would have 
lo move through his chambers 

Brown serves with Ulmer and 
Rrps Red Boucher and Randy 
Phillips on ihe subcommittee 
looking al state-funded TV.

The channel went on the air in 
1777 and its schedule Is deter­
mined by a 17-member cltirens 
beard, said Stoux Plummer, act­
ing director of tlw state Tele­
communications Division

The program's C 6  million 
budget pays fo r satellite time, 
canh station leaves and admin­

istrative costs, Plummer said.
The chirms board includes 

representatives from 12 regional 
native corporations, the Univer­
sity of Alaska, public broadcast­
ing. stale Education Department 
and two members appointed by 
the governor.

If I fie rharrwl Is continued, 
user fees could be collected to 
help cover ihe costs, Ulmer and 
Brown suggested.

An annual charge of DO per 
household would csn-er much of 
the channel's operating expenses 
and would be appropriate if peo­
ple continue lo enyoy commrf.

cUI TV at slate eepense, Iflmer 
said

•’ That would not be a vuhte 
opfson.”  Hoffman u k ! Many 
rural Alaskans lead subutlmcr 
lifestyles, and tfvsr limited cash 
goes toward heat and ocher es 
srntial utilities, he said

Gov J in *  fowper fw*» years 
ago recommended dnppvng 
RATNET from the air. but law­
makers rejected the monry sav­
ing proposal

Thu rear the governor has 
liken no position on having fee 
the state dsanret. Co-per 
•pnkesfltaA D t vtd fUmseur ta id



Is it education or just entertainment? !
Budget-wary lawmakers take up question of rural TV channel

HOC tr«c*>Lawmaker* are wondering If Crockett 
and TubuC belong on state-funded TV.

By LARRY PERStlY
The Asoooaiod Pro*

JUNEAU — The slate spends $2.6 
million a year beaming television to 246 
communities, but some lawmakers are 
unconvinced that broadcasting "Miami 
Vice" is an essential service of state government.

"I don’t see entertainment as an 
essential function." Rep. Kay Brown. 
D  Anchorage, said Thursday.

"If we maintain it. I think it would 
be appropriate to shift its focus to more 
educational/' Brown said.

The House Finance Subcommittee on 
the Department of Administration bud­
get started Its review this week of state 
funding for tbe Rural Alaska Television 
Network, k n o w n  as RATNET.

Subcoram It I t -  Chairwoman Rep. 
Fran Ulmer sal I she is not prepared to 
recommended RATNETs closure, but 
added that she "may reach that point.”

"We've got lots of problems in the 
villages. There’s a Jot of violence on TV. 
Maybe you could take away ‘Miami 
Vice' and maybe thrro’d be fewer prob­
lems In the villages." the Juneau Demo­
crat said.

Despite the debate between enter­
tainment and educational TV. rural 
lawmakers don't want to puli the plug 
on the channel.*'I think that It Is rttentlal service."

said Rep Lyman Hoffman. D-Bethel. 
Many social problems In rural Alaska 
are caused by a lack of activities, and 
TV helps fill that void, he said.

Most of the 18-hour-a-day program­
ming on PVTNET is commercial TV. 
picked up from the throe networks And 
independent stations and transmitted 
by satellite to earth stations across the 
state.

Movies, sports, soap operas And com­
edies are Joined for V a  than 10 hours a 
week by "Sesame Street," "Mister Rog­
ers" and "National Geographic."

Nightly statewide news programs 
and national network news shows also 
are carried on the channel.

Tbe channel went on tbe air ln 1977 
and its schedule Is determined by a 
17-member ritixou board, said Sioux 
Plummer, acting director of the state 
Telecommunications Division.Tbe program's 12 6 m illion budget
Cys for satellite time, earth station 

Lvrs and administrative costs.
The dllxcns board includes rrorwen- 

ta t lm  from 12 regional Native corpora­
tions. the Uni versit) i f  Alaska, public 
broadcasting, state Education Depart­
ment and two members appointed by 
the governor.

If the channel b  continued, user tees 
could be collected to help cover the ew*t«. Ulmer and R m «e suggested
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Alaska State Legislature

please enter into the record my testimony to the Hou9& Health Education and social Services
committee name

dated March 3 1 ,: 198?____________committee onHg251» h c r i s ,  H3 2 H ,  H S 2 Q3 .

bill/subject

fawerak Incorporated is supportive of HB 136 with some minor 
?echnical amendments. We agree that the Governor should appoint the 

[members of the Rural Alaska Television Network Council. We would like 
*0 'see language included in the bill which directs that the-membership- 
[of the Council includes at least one member from each of the twelve
|Tegions established pursuant to ANCSA. T*._s will ensure the Council
[maintains a statewide as opposed to a special interest perspective. 
[Wa urge continued funding of the RATNET system.
|®k

[In* reference to HB 251. We support requiring additional educational 
>rogramming on RATNET as long as the programming is selected by the 
RATNET Council. Key to this whole issue is what constitutes

[.Educational programming. In example, we consider statewide news and 
weather to be educational programming. If the effect of the 
amendment is to mandate that 50% of air time be turned over to the 
Department of Education to use as they see fit, we oppose this bill. 
We understand that the RATNET council does net. receive many requests 
[for additional educational programming. Currently the hours of 2 - 6 
tam are reserved for educational materials on the RATNET system. If
[individuals are interested in a particular subject or class, the 
session can be videotaped by the students or teachers for later 
viewing. This committee may wish to consider increasing the number of
strictly instructional hours as opposing to increasing the number of
educational hours.

We would also like to state that we are wholly supportive of HCR 18, 
HB 203 and HB 231. These three bills will help ensure the residents
and children of Alaska receive a quality education.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input.

Signed: . errf-ku 'Bto'/hrc/
Testifier

N.r.wgrak Tr>ror*f lr  ■« r **4 1 PQ B n v  q/.a  9L22£2-

Representing (Optional)
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