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IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA AND SZYMANSKI 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to an essential air service

subsidy for the City of Valdez.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA.:

WHEREAS the City of Valdez is a community with a population of 3,700 

9 persons and is about 300 road miles and 150 air miles from Anchorage, the

10 nearest urban area; and

11 WHEREAS the current level of scheduled air service to the City of

12 Valdez adversely affects the safety and comfort of the residents of the

13 city and prevents quick access to Valdez in the event of an emergency

14 involving the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System oil terminal; and

15 WHEREAS the City of Valdez is unable to further develop its tourist

16 industry and to fully utilize its civic center facilities without adequate

17 scheduled air transportation services; and

18 WHEREAS Valdez is subjected to inclement weather during much of the

19 year, with a high proportion of overcast and rainy days during the summer

20 and overcast and snowy days during the winter; and

21 WHEREAS the only aircraft that can provide the City of Valdez with

22 reliable scheduled air service is the DeHavilland DASH-7, which is a four

23 engine aircraft with short take off and landing capabilities and is

24 equipped with microwave equipment that is compatible with the microwave

25 landing system at the Valdez airport; and

26 WHEREAS the DeHavilland DASH-7 aircraft can operate during periods of

27 inclement weather that are frequent in Valdez and has in the past provided

28 Valdez w:"h a scheduled flight success rate of 90 percent; and

29 WHEREAS at least two Commercial air  carriers have e x p re ss ed interest

SJR027a SJR 27



ALASKAN POINTS CURRENTLY RECEIVING 419
NIKOLSKI ( U M N A K  ISLAND) ALEUTIAN AIR. LTD. $39,570

CORDOVA 
GUSTAVUS /
PETERSBURG >

W R A N G E L L  
Y A K U T A T  '

BOSWELL B A Y  
CAPE Y A X A T A G A  

' ICY B A Y

CHISANA 1
- CENTRAL >
, CIRCLE '

C A P E N E W E N H A M  
- C A P E R O M A N Z O F  <
N Y A C  ^

• S A N D  POINT ”N
• PORT HEIDEN
• PERRYVILLE 
' IVANOFF B A Y  
' KING COVE
• FALSE PASS

A T K A
• ST. GEORGE
• AKHIOK 
A M O O K B A Y  
K A R L U K  
KITOI B A Y  
LARSEN BAY 
L A Z Y  BAY/ALITAK 
MOSER B A Y

' OLD HARBOR 
OLGA B A Y  
OUZINKIE 
P A R K S / U Y A K  
PORT BAILEY 
PORT LIONS 
PORT WILLIAMS 
S AN JUAN/UGANIK 
SEAL B A Y  
TERROR BAY
WEST POINT/VILLAGE ISLE 
Z ACHAR B A Y

A L A S K A  AIRLINES. INC. $1,414,021

CHITINA AIR SERVICE $ 103,386

40 MILE AIR, LTD. $55,466

FRIENDSHIP AIR ALASKA. INC. $83,141

REEVE ALEUTIAN AIRWAYS. INC $1,241,985

1.̂ ;:

PENINSULA AIRWAYS, INC. $700,215

M A Y  CREEK 
M C C A R T H Y

S E W A R D

} SPORTSMAN FLYING SERVICE $18,705 

HA R B O R  AIR $53,331
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ALASKAN ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE POINTS
ife K'SHt? *■’*’ *V

E.A.S. P o i n t S e r v i c e  H u b Miles

Ada k Is l an d A N C 1192
A k h i o k A D Q 64
A k i a c h a k B E T 16

A k i a k B E T 22
A k u t a n CDB 143
A l a k a n u k K S M ■ 61
A l e k n a g i k DL G 17

-> A l l a k a k e t B T T 40
A m b l e r O T Z 130

. A m o o k  B a y A D Q 54
A n a k t u v u k  Pass B T T 85
A n i a k A N C 318
A n g n n n .INI! 5Q
A n n e t t e / M e t l a k a t l a K T N 22
A n v i k ANT 77

. A r c t i c  V i l l a g e FYU 108

A t k a  I s l a n d A D K 106

A t m a u t l u a k B E T 16
B a r r o w F A  I 503
B a r t e r  I s l a n d / K a k t o v i k F A  I 386

s e e 115
-> B e a v e r FAI 1 0 8

B ethel A N C 399

B e t t i e s FAI 179

-> B i r c h  C r e e k F Y U 27

• Boswell 3 a y C D  V 24

B r e v i g  M i s s i o n O M E 64

B u c k ! a n d O T Z 75
• C a n d l e O T Z 140

• C ape L i s b u r n e O T Z 165
• C a p e  N e w e n h a m B E T 148.

• C a p e  R o m a n z o f B E T 156
• C a p e  Y a k a t a g a C DB 106

Central FAI 104

Chal k y i  tsik F Y U 41

C h a t h a m J N U 60

• C h c r n o f s k i O U T 54

C h e v a k B E T 136
C h i c k e n T O K 62

C h e f o r n a k B E T 90
C h i g n i k P TH 46

C h i g n i k  Lake P T H 46

C h i g n i k  L a g o o n P TH 45
< C h i s a n a T O K 90

C i r c l e FAI 2 4 8

C l a r k ' s  P o i n t D L G 14
C o l d  B a y A N C G21

C o r d o v a A N C 160
Council OM E 58
C r a i g K T N 59

C r o o k e d  C r e e k A N  I 51

E.A.S. Point

Deering 
Dutch Harbor 
Eagle 
Eek

* Egegik
* Ekuk 

Ekwok
Elfin Cove 
Elim
Excursion Inlet- 
False Pass

• Farewell
• F l a t

-> Fort Yukon 
Funter Bay 

-> Galf.ii:

Service Hub Mil

Gambol 1 
G o l o v i n  

Goodnews 
-> Grayling 

Gulkana 
Gustavus 
Haines 
Hawk Inlet 
Holy Cross 
Homer 
Hoonah 
H o o p e r  

Hughes

Bay

S a y

->

Huslia 
Hydaburg 
Icy Bay 
Igiuglg 
Iliamna 
Ivanoff 
Kake 
K a l s k a g  

Kaltag 
Karluk 
Kenai 
Ketchikan 
K1ana 
King Cove 
Kipnuk 
K1 toi Bay 
Kivalina 
Klawock 
Kobuk 
Kollganek 
Kotlik

Bay

OTZ 5

AN C 79

FAI 19

BET 4

A K N c
D L G 1

D L G L
J N U e

O M E c

J N U

C DB

M C G (
M C G I
FAI 1<

J N U

A N C 3;

FAI 21

O M E 1!

OM E

B E T 1

A N  I

A N C 1-

J N U  .

JNIJ

J N U

ANI 1

A N C 1

J N U

1

G A L 1

G A L

K T N

CDB 1

A K N

A N C 1

P T H

P S G

ANI

G A L

A D Q

A N C

S E A e

O T Z

K V C

B E T

A D Q

O T Z

KT N

OT Z
*

D L G

S K M
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Service Hub MilePoint Service Hub Miles E.A.S. Point

COB 282
ANC 442
UNK 47
ANC 767
ANC 557
ADQ 37
OME 167
BET 14i
OTZ 7‘
ANC 7*
ANI r
UNK 3;
5KM 5
AKC 145'
OME 12
OTZ 14
JNU 9
JNU 8
ANC 6
ANI 7
AKN 1
UNK 5
FAI 9
ANI 9
MCG 1
FAI ‘ 12
MCG 1
OME 5
JNU 5
ADQ 2
OME 10
DLG 6
BET 11
BET 3
BET 4
BET 11
DLG 6
AKN t
DUT 11
ANC 3i
GAL 12
ANC 12
FYU c
BRW i
OME 1C
ADQ
OME <
KTN I
JNU 1!
ANC 3'
JNU
ADQ
BET
IJLG
ADQ

1

Koyuk 

K o y u k u k  

Kwet.hl uk

• K w i g i l l i n g o k
kwi gulf /Frrvnnnalf

• Lake M i n c h u m i n a
• L a r s e n  B o y  

L a z y  B a y / A l i t a k  

L e v e l o c k

• M a n l e y  H o t  S p r i n g s  

M a r s h a l l / F o r t u n a  L e d g e

• M a y  C r e e k  

M c C a r t h y
-> M c G r a t h  

M e k o r y u k

• M i n t o

• M o s e r  B a y  

M o u n t a i n  V i l l a g w  

N a k n e k  

N a p a k i a k  

N a p a s k i a k

N e w  S t u y a h o k  

N e w t o k  

N o a t a k  

N o o r v i k  

- >  N u l a t o

• N u n a p l t c h u k
• NYAC

Old H a r b o r

• Olg a  Bay 

Ouzirikie 

P arks

P e l i c a n  Ci t y

P e r r y v i l l e

P e t e r s b u r g

P i l o t  P o i n t  

-> P i l o t  S t a t i o n  

P l a t i n u m  

P o i n t  H o p e

• P o i n t  L a y

• P o r c u p i n e  C r e e k  

P o r t a g e  c r e e k  

P o r t  B a i l e y  

P o r t  H c i d c n  

Por t L i o ns  

Por t W i l l i a m s  

P r u d n o e  B a y / O e a d h o r s e

• Queen 
Q u l n h a g a k  

Rampart
• Red Devil 

R ub y

— >  R u s s i a n  M i s s i o n

l a t i t l e k

• U miat

OME 130
GAL 25
BET 13
BET 80
v<;m A-l
TAI 148
ADQ 58
ADQ 89
AKN 31
FAI 83
BET 75
GKN 104
GKN 97
MCG 221
BET 154
FAI 39
ADQ 64
KSM 14
AKN 14
BET 11
BET 6
DLG 50
BET 96
OTZ 48
OTZ 43
GAL 34
BET 23
ANI 44
ADQ 49
ADQ 77
ADQ 11
ADQ 57
JNU 67
PTH 75
JNU 123
KTN 112
AKN 84
KSM 16
BET 123
OTZ 150
BRW 180
BTT 40
DLG 30
ADQ 24
ANC 424
ADQ 16
ADQ 47
ANC 627
DLG 12
BET 71
FAI 82
ANI 73
GAL 44
BET 71

St, George 
►St. Mary's 
St. Michael 
St, Paul Island
Sand P^int
San Juan/Uganik 
Savoonga 
Scammon Bay 
Selawik 
Seward 
>Shageluk 
Shaktoollk 
Sheldon Point 
Shemya 
Shishmaref 
Shungnak 
Sitka 
Skagway 
Skwentna 
Sleetmute 
South Naknek 
Stebbins 
Stevens Village

Tanana
Tatallna
Teller
Tenakee Springs 
Terror Bay 
Tin City 
Toglak 
Toksook 
Tuluksak 
Tuntatullak 
Tununak 
Twin Hill?
Ugashik
Umnak Island/Nikolski
U nalakleet
Utopia
Valdez
Venetie
Wa1nwr1ght
Wales
West Point 
White Mountain 
Wrahgell

Yakatat

Zachar Bay 
Kongiganak 
Manokotak 
Seal Bay 
Part Alexander 
Portane Creek



(U.S. DOT) p r ogr am for subsi d i z i n g  air service to g e n e r a l l y  smaller 

c o m m u n i t i e s  which would not o t h e r w i s e  receive s c h e d u l e d  air 

service. The U.S. DOT, under this program, makes payments to air 

carrier s to p r ovide EAS to c ommuniti es d e t e r m i n e d  by the U.S. DOT, 

using c r i t e r i a  m a n date d by statute, to be elig ible for this 

service. Generally, carriers, unless they are subsidized, would 

not p r o v i d e  s c h e d u l e d  air service to c e r t a i n  EAS commu n i t i e s  

b e c a u s e  these commun i t i e s  do not g e n e r a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers of 

p a s s e n g e r s  at fares that cover c a r rier costs. The U.S. DOT 

a u t h o r i z e s  s u b s i d y  for a c a r rier to provide EAS o n l y  whe n no 

carrier is w i lling  or able to provide the r e q u i r e d  level of service 

w i thout s u b s i d y  support.

In 1978, w h e n  the A i r l i n e  D e r e g u l a t i o n  Act (ADA) took effect, 746 

c o m m u n i t i e s  in the U n i t e d  States and its territ o r i e s  were l isted 

on air c a r r i e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  issued un der S e c t i o n  401, Fede ral 

A v i a t i o n  Act. Prior to deregulatio n, most of these c o m m u n i t i e s  

were a s s u r e d  a m i n i m u m  level of air service. In light of the ADA's 

p r o v i s i o n s  a l l o w i n g  air carriers to terminate  s e r vice w i thou t prior 

G o v e r n m e n t  approval, there was c o n c e r n  that c o m m u n i t i e s  that 

g e n e r a t e d  low traffic levels wo uld lose s e rvice as c a r riers 

w i t h d r e w  to larger, mo re lucrative markets. To address this 

concern, as part of the A D A  the C o n g r e s s  a d ded S e ction 419 to the 

Federal  A v i a t i o n  Act, w h i c h  e n sure d that these c o m m u n i t i e s  would 

c o n t i n u e  to r e c e i v e  EAS for ten years, with Federal  s u b s i d y  if 

n e e d e d .

Under this program, U.S. D O T  d e t e r m i n e s  the m i n i m u m  level of EAS 

that these c o m m u n i t i e s  require. U.S. D O T  will p r ovide s u b s i d y  to 

an air carrier, if necessary, to assure that this m i n i m u m  level of 

s e r vice is provided. Of the a p p r o x i m a t e l y  208 c o m m u n i t i e s  for 

w h i c h  EAS d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  have b e e n  issued in Alaska, 41 c o m m u n i t i e s  

receive s e r v i c e  that is s u p p o r t e d  by an EAS subsidy.



The ten year service p eriod  d e s i g n a t e d  by the Airli ne Deregu l a t i o n  

Act of 1978 was schedu led to terminate on O c t o b e r  24, 1988.

However, C o n g r e s s i o n a l  interest in e n s uring c o n t i n u e d  service to 

these c o m m u n i t i e s  r e m a i n e d  strong, and pri or to the expira t i o n  

date, legisl a t i o n  was e n a c t e d  (attached) e x p a n d i n g  the EAS p r ogr am 

and e x t e n d i n’ it for ten addit ional years.

In the 1987 legislation, w h i c h  became e f f e c t i v e  O c t o b e r  1, 1988, 

C o n g ress p r o v i d e d  for a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of EAS guarantees, termed 

"Basic EAS". U nder Basic EAS, any point was to be p r o v i d e d  ten 

more years of b a s i c  service if it was (1) e l i g i b l e  for service 

u nder the e a r l i e r  program, (2) a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v i n g  s e rvice du ring 

any part of Fiscal Y e a r  1988, and (3) s i t u a t e d  at least 45 miles 

from the n e are st "hub" air port —  now d e f i n e d  as an airport 

e n p l a n i n g  a n n u a l l y  at least 0.25% of all e n p l a n e m e n t s  in the Unite d 

States. C e r t a i n  o t h e r  s e r vice upgr ades were also mandated, such 

as g e n e r a l  em ploy m e n t  of aircraft h a v i n g  at least 15 p a s s enger 

seats, and use of p r e s s u r i z e d  a i r craft if the flight n o r m a l l y  flies 

h i g h e r  than 8,000 feet above sea level. For A l a s k a  however, the 

1987 Act c o n t a i n s  la nguage which allows for the use of smaller 

aircraf t to provide service, p r o v i d e d  that the c o m m u n i t y  agrees in 

w r i t i n g  wi th the U.S. DOT.

T he 1987 l e g i s l a t i o n  als o e s t a b l i s h e d  two forms of service 

enhancement, by w hich  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  more s e rvice than 

basic EAS by (1) a g r e e i n g  to a s u b s i d y - s h a r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  or by 

(2) r i s k i n g  loss of b a s i c  serv ice if U.S. D O T - f u n d e d  enhanced 

s e r vice f ail ed to meet a g r e e d  levels of p a s s e n g e r  usage. The new 

l e g i s l a t i o n  also p r o v i d e d  that any c o m m u n i t y  not e n t i t l e d  to Basic 

EAS migh t agree with U.S. D O T  on a r e a s o n a b l e  s e rv ice level and 

r e c eive s e r v i c e  as a "new point" on a s u b s i d y - s h a r i n g  basis.

U n d e r  the new Act, each EAS point c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  s e rvi ce must 

be r e - e v a l u a t e d  to d e t e r m i n e  the a d e q u a c y  of b o t h  s e rvi ce and 

subsidy. At this point, on?.y a h a n d f u l  of A l a s k a n  EAS points have 

been a d d r e s s e d  and it app ears that it m ay be six m ont hs until all



points have been r e - e v a l u a t e d  .Until that time,, service and

subsidies as stipulat ed under the c u rre nt agreement b e t w e e n  the 

c a r rier and U.S. DOT will continue.

Proposed rulemakings to implement the 1987 l e gisl ation i.e. 

subsidy-sharing, are c u r r e n t l y  under d e v e l o p m e n t  and are not 

available at this time. The U.S. DOT A l a s k a  Fiel d Of fi ce p e r s onne l 

are not c e r t a i n  when additi onal i n f o r m a t i o n  on the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

of the Act will be available. However, they conti n u e  to m a i n t a i n  

an open line of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  with the D O T & P F  r e g a r d i n g  any new 

d e v e l o p m e n t s  on both the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the new Act and the 

status of the FY89 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  shortfall.



R E Q U E S T  F O R  A N  E S S E N T I A L  A I R  S E R V I C E  G R A N T  
T O  T H E  C I T Y  O F  V A L D E Z ,  A L A S K A

P R E S E N T E D  T O  T H E  O F I C E  O F  E S S E N T I A L  A I R  S E R V I C E  
F E D E R A L  A V I A T I O N  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N ,  W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C,

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  
T H E  C I T Y  O F  V A L D E Z

N O V E M B E R  1 9 8 8



S U M M A R Y

The C i t y  of V a l d e z  lacks an e s s e n t i a l  level of air service. This 
d e f i c i e n c y  is due p r i m a r i l y  to w e a t h e r - r e l a t e d  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  of 
e x i s t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  service. To c o r r e c t  this p r o b l e m  aircraft 
w i t h  m i c r o - w a v e  l a n d i n g  syste m c a p a b i l i t y  s h o u l d  be e m p l o y e d  to 
serve the c o m m u n i t y  on the e x i s t i n g  s c h e d u l e .  To o b t a i n  service 
from a c a r r i e r  e m p l o y i n g  m i c r o - w a v e  e q u i p p e d  a i r c r a f t ,  the City 
r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  F A A  i s s u e  a " R e q u e s t  f o r  P r o p o s a l s "  f r o m  
i n t e r e s t e d  c a r r i e r s .  S h o u l d  the F A A  f i n d  t h a t  s o m e  l e v e l  of 
s e r v i c e  o t h e r  than the e x i s t i n g  level s h o u l d  be e m p l o y e d  in the 
RFP, then the C i t y  and the FAA s hou ld J o i n t l y  d e v e l o p  the RFP 
s e r v i c e  g u i d e l i n e s  to w hi ch the c a r r i e r s  r e s pond. F u n d i n g  to pay 
the s u c c e s s f u l  p r o p o s e r  should come from the F A A  E s s e n t i a l  Air 
S e r v i c e  (EAS) P rogram.

C O M M U N I T Y  D E S C R I P T I O N

O v e r v i e w :  V a l d e z  is a c r i t i c a l  l i n k  in A m e r i c a ' s  n a t i o n a l
s e c u r i t y .  The c o m m u n i t y  of V a l d e z  is s i t u a t e d  at the terminus of 
t h e  T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  S y s t e m  ( T A P S ) .  E a c h  d a y  2 m i l l i o n  
b a r r e l s  of crude oil arrive in V a l d e z  f r o m  the N o r t h  Slope oil 
f i e l d s .  The oil is t r a n s s h i p p e d  to the c o n t i n e n t a l  United States 
w h e r e  it a c c o u n t s  for b e t w e e n  18X and 20% of d a i l y  U.S. 
c o n s u m p t i o n .

B u t ,  as s h o w n  b e l o w ,  V a l d e z  is a l s o  an i s o l a t e d  c o m m u n i t y ,  
l o c a t e d  some 300 road miles and 150 air m i l e s  f r o m  Anchorage, the 
n e a r e s t  u r b a n  area. A d d i t i o n a l l y  V a l d e z  is s u b j e c t  to inclement 
w e a t h e r  m u c h  o f  t h e  y e a r .  S u m m e r s  in t h e  a r e a  h a v e  a h i g h  
p e r c e n t a g e  of o v e r c a s t  and rainy days. In w i n t e r  V a l d e z  has a 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  p e r c e n t a g e  of o v e r c a s t  and s n o w y  days, wit h an 
a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  s n o w f a l l  of 290 inches. The w i n t e r  of 1986-87 set 
a n e w  r e c o r d  w i t h  388 inches of snow.

O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  P o p u l a t i o n  and L o c a t i o n :  V a l d e z  is a Horae Rule
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  A l a s k a  l a w .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is 
a p p r o x i m a t l e y  3 , 7 0 0 .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  is l o c a t e d  on a f j o r d  on 
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  o n  t h e  s o u t h c e n t r a l  c o a s t  of A l a s k a .  
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound is itself located on the G u l f  of Alaska, in 
the N o r t h  Pacific Ocean. The c o m m u n i t y  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150 air 
m i l e s  a n d  300 r o a d  m i l e s  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  *400 a i r  m i l e s  f r o m  
J u n e a u  and 1,200 air m iles from Seatt le.



C l i m a t e :  The V a l d e z  c l i m a t e  la m a r i t i m e ,  w i t h  h e a v y  year round
p r e c i p i t a t i o n  and t e m p e r a t u r e s  r a ngi ng from eight degreea (P) 
d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  to z e r o  d e g r e e s  (P) in t h e  w i n t e r .  M a j o r  
c l i m a t i c  i n f l u e n c e s  are the n o r t h e r n  l a t i t u d e  (sixty-one 
d e g r e e s ) ,  the p r o x i m i t y  of the J a p a n e s e  c u r r e n t  and the a d j a cent 
c o a B t a l  m o u n t a i n  range. The J a p a n e s e  C u r r e n t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
f u n n e l s  l arge  v o l u m e s  of w a r m  w a t e r  and w a r m  m o i s t  air to the

V a l d e z  a r e a .  H e r e  t h e  w a r m  a i r  a n d  w a t e r  s t r i k e  t h e  C h u g a c h  
m o u n t a i n  r a n g e ,  w i t h  p e a k s  r a n g i n g  u p  t o  6 , 0 0 0  f e e t ,  r i s i n g  
d i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  the City. W h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  the n a t u r a l l y  cold 
air a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the c o m m u n i t y’s l a t i t u d i n a l  location, the 
r e s u l t  is, of course, h e a v y  c o n d e n s a t i o n  and p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  as 
noted in the " S u m m a r y” above.

E c o n o m y :  T h e  V a l d e z  e c o n o m y  is c o m p o s e d  o f  o i l  t r a n s s i p r a e n t
o p e r a t i o n s ,  fis hi n g ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  retail trade, tourism, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and n a t i o n a l  defen s e .  T A P S - r e l a t e d  activity, 
i n c l u d i n g  p i p e l i n e  a c t i v i t y  and an a v era ge of 3*5 tankers per 
day, is n o t  o n l y  I m p o r t a n t  to the local economy,  it is vital to 
the e n e r g y  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of the e n t i r e  United States.

R e c e n t l y  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  d e c i d e d  to l o c a t e  a 
m i n e s w e e p e r  in Valdez, and s u p p o r t  for this o p e r a t i o n  wil l for m a 
g r o w i n g  p a r t  of the e c o n o m y  in the c o m i n g  m o n t h s  and years.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  V a l d e z  is c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  by
air, road and w a t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  links.

V a l d e z  A i r port: The V a l d e z  A i r p o r t  is owned and o p e r a t e d  by the
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Public Facil i t i e s  
(D O T P F ) , N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n .  The C ity of V a l d e z  owns and operat es 
the a i r p o r t  t e r m i n a l .  O t h e r  p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  on the a i r p o r t  
g r o u n d s  i n c l u d e  a n  E R A  A l a s k a  h a n g e r ,  a V a l d e z  A e r o  S e r v i c e  
b u i l d i n g ,  a D O T P F  M a i n t e n a n c e  s t a t i o n  and a C F R  station.

T he a i r p o r t  has on e e a s t - w e s t  runway, d e s i g n a t e d  6/24, w h i c h  is 
150 w i d e  a nd 6,500 f e e t  in length. The r u n w a y  has a p a r a llel 
t a x i w a y  a n d  f o u r  c r o s s  t a x i w a y s .  T h e  r u n w a y  a n d  t a x i w a y  a r e  
l i g h t e d .  The a i r p o r t  is a l s o  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a B endix m i c r o - w a v e  
l a n d i n g  s y s t e m  (MLS).

R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y :  R o a d  links are via the R i c h a r d s o n  Highway,
t h r o u g h  the T h o m p s o n  Pas3, to G l e n n a l l e n ,  a d i s t a n c e  of 
a p p r o x i m a t l e y  120 m i l e s .  D u r i n g  the w i n t e r  m o n t h s  the T h o m p s o n  
Pass is o f t e n  u n u s a b l e  o w i n g  to snow a c c u m u l a t i o n .  From 
G l e n n a l l e n  to A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  the r o a d  d i s t a n c e  i3 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  180 m i l e s  and 240 m i l e s  res pec t i v e l y .

A v e r a g e  d a i l y  t r a f f i c  ( A D T )  o n  the R i c h a r d ; o n  H i g h w a y  in the 
i m m e d i a t e  V a l d e z  v i c i n i t y  is 3hown in the char e below.



L o c a t i o n

R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  A t  V a l d e z  
( 1 9 8 7  F i g u r e s  b y  D O T P F )

D a i l y  T r a f f i c

F e r r y  T e m i n a l  D o w n t o w n  
C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t
M a i n t e n a n c e  S t a t i o n  at t w o  m i l e ,  ( D e c e m b e r )  
M a i n t e n a n c e  S t a t i o n  at t w o  m i l e ,  (July) 
A i r p o r t  a t  t h r e e  m i l e  
S e v e n  m i l e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y

1525
W 5
2318
44 1 9

2900

2 5 2 5

T h e  A D T  s h o w  the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  to h a v e  m o d e r a t e  u t i l i z a t i o n  
f o r  a s e c o n d a r y  h i g h w a y .  In a d d i t i o n  the a p p r o x i m a t e  50% d r o p  in 
t r a f f i c  at two m i l e  b e t w e e n  s u m m e r  a n d  w i n t e r  is a t t r i b u t a b l e  to 
b o t h  a g r e a t e r  d e m a n d  f o r  t r a v e l  in t h e  s u m m e r  .and to i n c l e m e n t  
c o n d i t i o n s  in the w i n t e r ,  w h e n  t r a v e l  o n  the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  
is r i s k y  a n d  t h e  l i k l i h o o d  of  the r o a d  b e i n g  c l o s e d  is s o m e t i m e s  
h i g h .

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  ( A M H S )  : T h e  A M H S  is o w n e d  a n d
o p e r a t e d  by the D O T P F .  T h i s  s y s t e m  p r o v i d e s  V a l d e z  w i t h  w a t e r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  v e h i c l e s .  T h e  A M H S  s y s t e m  is 
a l s o  a n  s o u r c e  o f  f r e i g h t  s h i p m e n t s  f o r  t h e  V a l d e z  c o m m u n i t y .

T w o  v e s s e l s ,  t h e  M . V .  B a r t l e t t  a n d  t h e  M . V .  T u s t e m e n a  s e r v e  
V a l d e z ,  d o c k i n g  a t  the D O T P F - o w n e d  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  in the
d o w n t o w n .  T h e  M . V .  B a r t l e t t  c a r r i e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 7 0  p a s s e n g e r s  
a n d  t h i r t y - t h r e e  v e h i c l e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  M . V .  T u s t e m e n a  c a r r i e s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  f o r t y - t h r e e  v e h i c l e s .  B e t w e e n  
t h e s e  t w o  v e s s e l s ,  V a l d e z  r e c e i v e s  d a i l y  s e r v i c e  in t h e  s u m m e r  
a n d  s e r v c e  a b o u t  f o u r  t i m e s  p e r  w e e k  d u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  the 
y e a r .

S e r v i c e  is p r o v i d e d  to W h i t t i e r  a n d  S e w a r d  o n  t h e  K e n a i
P e n i n s u l a ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  r o a d  a n d  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  to 
A n c h o r a g e .  S a i l i n g  t i m e  to W h i t t i e r  is a b o u t  s e v e n  h o u r s  a n d  to 
S e w a r d  a b o o u t  t w e l v e  h o u r s .  C o n n e c t i o n s  c a n  a l s o  b e  m a d e  
i n f r e q u e n t l y  to J u n e a u  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  
as w e l l  as to C a n a d a  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e .

D u r i n g  19 8 7  t o t a l  p a s s e n g e r  t r a f f i c  ( e m b a r k i n g  a n d  d i s e m b a r k i n g )  
at V a l d e z  w a s  a b o u t  3 3 * 3 5 0  a n d  t o t a l  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c  w a 3  a b o u t  
8 , 4 5 0 .  No f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on A M H S - c a r r i e d  f r e i g h t
s h i p m e n t s  o t h e r  t h a n  v e h i c l e s .



R E C E N T  H I S T O R Y  O P  V A L D E Z  A I R  S E R V I C E S

Civil A e r onautics' B o a r d  (CAB) E s s e n t i a l  A i r  S e r v i c e  Findings: 
The C A B  f ound in its 1976 review that at l e a s t  f i f t y - e i g h t  w e e k l y  

\ flights , w i t h  a c a p a c i t y  of about H75 p a s s e n g e r s ,  comp r i s e d  an 
■""essential l e v e l  of a i r  s e r v i c e  at V a l d e z .  T h e  e s s e n t i a l  a i r  

s e r v i c e  level d e t e r m i n e d  by the C A B  was c o m p r i s e d  of numerous 
f l i g h t s  by s m a l l  c a p a c i t y  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of 
p a s s e n g e r  seats a v a i l a b l e  d u ring a g i v e n  w e e k  was t h e r efore not 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by the c a n c e l l a t i o n  of a s ingle flight or 
even t wo or three flights.

It is t h e r e f o r e  seen that, if the a i r c r a f t  s e r v i n g  V a l d e z  were 
l a r g e r  and the l i k l i h o o d  of c a n c e l l a t i o n  cons t a n t ,  then the total 
n u m b e r  of seats a v a i l a b l e  by l a r g e r  a i r c r a f t  to meet this same 
level of s e r v i c e  w o u l d  have to be s u b s t a n t i a l y  larger.

A i r c r a f t  a n d  C a r r i e r s :  In f a c t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w e e k l y  V a l d e z
f l i g h t s  a n d  t h i e r  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  h a s  c h a n g e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
since the 1976 CAB d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  In the early 1980s ERA Alaska 
b e g a n  u s i n g  Dash-7 D e H a v i l l a n d s , w i t h  a s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  of fifty 
pe o p l e .  At the same time the f r e q u e n c y  of f l i g h t s  was cha nged 
from e i g h t  or nine a day to three p e r  d a y  in the s u m m e r  and two 
per d a y  f or the r e m a i n d e r  of the year.

The D a s h - 7 s  w e r e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  m i c r o - w a v e  e q u i p m e n t  and could 
m e e t  F A A  rainirauras for the a i r p o r t .  T h e s e  a i r c r a f t  could 
t h e r e f o r e  o p e r a t e  d u r i n g  i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r  and enjoyed  a
s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t  s u c c e s s  rate of o v e r  90% . In s i m p l e  terras the 
D ash-7 a i r c r a f t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o v i d e d  a y e a r  round a v erage of
a b o u t  7 0 0  w e e k l y  p a s s e n g e r  s e a t s  to V a l d e z  a n d  a n o n - s u m m e r
a v e r a g e  o f  a b o u t  675 w e e k l y  s e a t s .  G i v e n  the l a r g e r  s e a t i n g  
c a p a c i t y - c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  a n d  the h i g h  r a t e  of 
s u c c e s s  in m e e t i n g  the schedules, this s e r v i c e  p e r h a p s  met the 
CAB-deterrained rainimums for e s s e n t i a l  a i r  service.

H o w e v e r  ERA A l a s k a  f o u n d  that, o w i n g  to f i n a n c i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  
use o f  the D a s h-7 s in the V a l d e z  m a r k e t  was u n e c o n o m i c a l .  In 
early 1986 ERA A l a s k a  retired the D a s h - 7 s  and b e g a n  e m p l o y i n g  
C o n v a i r  580s on the same s e r vice s c h e d u l e .  T h e s e  a i r c r a f t  also 
h a v e  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t i e s  of f i f t y  p e r s o n s .  But, u n l i k e  t he 
D a s h - 7 3 ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  m i c r o - w a v e  e q u i p p e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  the 
s u c c e s s  rate for m e e t i n g  the s c h e d u l e  has d e c l i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .

In fact, w h e n  m i c r o - w a v e  e q u i p p e d  a i r c r a f t  ceased V alde z
o p e r a t i o n s  in 1986, the w i n t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  of s c h e d u l e d  flights 

' fell f r o m  96% to S^% or by about o n e - t h i r d .  The r e s u l t i n g  6^X 
-''reliability brin gs air service in the c o m m u n i t y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

b e l o w  C A B  m i n i m u m  g u i d e l i n e s .



M o r e o v e r  t h e  r e d u c e d  r e l i a b i l i t y  is n o t  l i m i t e d  to w i n t e r  
o p e r a t i o n a .  D u r i n g  the p e r i o d  S e p t e m b e r  t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r  1985# 
E R A  A l a s k a  c o m p l e t e d  113 of 125 s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t s  to V a l d e z ,  for 
a s u c c e s s  r a t e  o f  o v e r  9 0 X .  B u t ,  a f t e r  m i c r o - w a v e  e q u i p p e d  
a i r c r a f t  w e r e  d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  M a r c h  o f  1 9 8 6 ,  d u r i n g  s u m m e r  
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  J u l y  and A u g u s t  o f  1 9 8 6 ,  E R A  w a s  a b l e  to 
c o m p l e t e  o n l y  118 o f  152 s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t s ,  f o r  a s u c c e s s  ra t e  of 
j u s t  u n d e r  78%.

A i r - b o r n e  f r e i g h t  s h i p m e n t s  a r e  a l s o  a f f e c t e d ,  as 62,16*1 p o u n d s  
w e r e  s h i p p e d  by E R A  in J u l y  of 1985 a n d  o n l y  4 2 , 7 5 3  in J u l y  of 
1 986, a d e c l i n e  o f  a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d .

A t t a c h m e n t  1 s h o w s  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  a i r  s e r v i c e  
o p e r a t i o n s  at V a l d e z  b e t w e e n  1984 a n d  1987.

R E C O M M E N D E D  P A A  A C T I O N S

T h e  C i t y  o f  V a l d e z  d e s i r e s  that e x i s t i n g  s c h e d u l e s  a n d  s e a t i n g  
c a p a c i t i e s  be m a i n t a i n e d  and th a t  s e r v i c e  r e l i a b i l i t y  b e  i m p r o v e d  
to 1 9 8 6  l e v e l s .  T h i s  i m p r o v e d  r e l i a b i l i t y  c a n  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by 
u t i l i z i n g  m i c r o - w a v e  l a n d i n g  s y s t e m  (MLS) e q u i p p e d  a i r c r a f t  o n  
the e x i s t i n g  s c h e d u l e .

At p r e s e n t  o n l y  t h e  D a s h - 7  D e H a v i l l a n d  is c a p a b l e  o f  m e e t i n g  the 
F A A  m i c r o - w a v e  m i n i m u m  in V a l d e z .  B o t h  E R A  A l a s k a  a n d  M a r k  Air 
h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  M L S  e q u i p p e d  s e r v i c e  to 
V a l d e z .

T h e  C i t y  t h e r e f o r e  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  F A A  i s s u e  an  R F P  to at 
l e a s t  M a r k a i r  a n d  E R A  A l a s k a  to p r o v i d e  M L S  e q u i p p e d  s e r v i c e  to 
V a l d e z ,  a t  o r  a b o v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  s e r v i c e  l e v e l .  If the 
F A A  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e s e  s e r v i c e  g u i d e l i n e s  c a n n o t  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  
i n t o  t h e  R F P ,  t h e n  t h e  C i t y  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  
l e v e l s  b e  d e v e l o p e d  J o i n t l y  by the C i t y  a n d  t h e  FAA.

T h e  C i t y  f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t s  that r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  C i t y  sit 
o n  t h e  t e a m  r e s p o n s i b l e  for r e v i e w ,  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e r s .



F I G U R E  1
E R A - A L A S K A  F L I G H T  P A S S E N G E R  D A T A  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7  

( V a l d e z - A n c h o r a g e )

F l i g h t s F l i g h t a S u c c e s s
Y e a r / M o n t h s P a s s e n g e r s S c h e d u l e d C o m p l e t e d P e r c e n t a g e

1984 M a y - A u g 5 , 3 3 8 411 395 9 6 . 1 *
1984 S e p t - D e e 4 , 8 2 1 239 237 9 9 . 2 *
1985 J a n - A p r i l 4 , 0 6 1 240 220 9 1 - 6 *
1985 M a y - A u g 6 , 1 3 2 269 269 1 0 0 . 0 *
1 9 8 5  S e p t - D e e 3 , 6 2 8 250 232 9 2 . 8 *
1 9 8 6  J a n - A p r i l 2 , 9 9 5 243 2 3 0 9 4 . 7 * *
1 9 8 6  M a y - A u g 6 , 0 7 6 272 237 8 7 . 1 *
1 9 8 6  S e p t - D e e 2 , 6 0 5 241 194 8 0 . 5 *
1987 J a n - A p r i l 2 , 0 9 3 238 185 7 7 . 7 *

F I G U R E  2
E R A - A L A S K A  F L I G H T  P A S S E N G E R  D A T A  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7  

(A n c h o r a g e - V a l d e z )

F l i g h t s F l i g h t s S u c c e s s
Y e a r / M o n t h s P a a 8 e n g e r 8 S c h e d u l e d C o m p l e t e d P e r c e n t a g e

1984 M a y - A u g 5 , 4 0 3 411 395 9 6 . 1 *
1984 S e p t - D e e 4 , 7 8 2 239 237 9 9 . 2 *
1 9 8 5  J a n - A p r i l 3 , 9 7 3 240 220 9 1 . 6 *
1985 M a y - A u g 5 , 1 6 2 269 269 1 0 0 . 0 *
1 9 8 5  S e p t - D e e 3 , 4 2 2 250 2 3 2 9 2 . 8 *
1 9 8 6  J a n - A p r i l 3 , 0 3 2 243 2 3 0 9 4 . 7 * *
19 8 6  M a y - A u g 4 , 4 7 8 272 237 8 7 . 1 *
1 9 8 6  S e p t - D e e 2 , 6 0 5 241 194 8 0 . 5 *
1987 J a n - A p r i l 2 , 0 9 3 238 185 7 7 . 7 *

•Note: M i c r o - w a v e  e q u i p p e d  a i r c r a f t  c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  in M a r c h
1986.



A T T A C H M E N T  1 
( C o n t i n u e d )

F I G U R E  3 
E R A - A L A S K A  F L I G H T  C A R G O  D A T A  

( A n c h o r a g e - V a l d e z  a n d  V a l d e z - A n c h o r a g e )

Y e a r ____________________________________________________________Pounds o f  Cargo

V a l d e z - A n c h o r a g e

1 9 3 4  (8 m o s . ) ............................................................ . 1 6 5 , 4 8 8
1 9 8 5  (12 m o s . ) ............................................................1 6 0 , 1 7 1
1 9 8 6  (12 m o s . ) ...........................................................  8 1 , 7 3 8

1 9 8 7  (4...m o s . ) ............................................................  1 6 , 4 3 9

A n c h o r a g e - V a l d e z

1 9 8 4  (8...m o s . ) ............................................................. 2 5 1 , 2 4 7
1 9 8 5  (12 m o s . ) ........................................................... 2 8 1 , 8 2 3
19 8 6  (12 m o s . ) ........................................................... 2 6 0 , 7 4 3
1 9 8 7  (4...m o s . ) ............................................................  1 6 , 4 3 9



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a y  Kerttula  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. 0. Box V  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  Kerttula:

I v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  o f f e r  to h e l p  us w i t h  o u r  p r o b l e m  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a i r  s e r v i c e  to Valdez. As y o u  a r e  a w a r e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
a t t e m p t i n g  to s e c u r e  an essential a i r  s e r v i c e  s u b s i d y  for t h e  pa st 
two years.

My m o s t  r e c e n t  m e e t i n g  in Washington, D.C., r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
a i r  s e r v i c e  s u b s i d y  r e s u l t e d  in b o t h  g o o d  n ews a n d  b a d  news. Our 
m o s t  r e c e n t  proposal, w h i c h  I hav e a t t a c h e d  to this letter, was 
e v a l u a t e d  as b e i n g  t e c h n i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  m a k i n g  us e l i g i b l e  for an 
e s s e n t i a l  a i r  s e r v i c e  subsidy; however, C o n g r e s s  h a d  r e d u c e d  the 
funding for the p r o g r a m  thus l e a v i n g  i n a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  for  our 
program. O n e  item th at J o h n  C o l e m a n  of the E s s e n t i a l  A i r  S e r v i c e  
Pr o g r a m  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  is a letter from M a r k  Hickey, C o m m i s s i o n e r  
of the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s portat ion, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  V a l d e z  h a s  a 
u n i q u e  si tuat i o n .  We h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o u r  n e e d s  are 
u n i q u e  b a s e d  on o u r  w e a t h e r  conditions, our g e o g r a p h i c  c o n d i t i o n s  
and the e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  25 p e r c e n t  of the 
n a t i o n ' s  c r u d e  oil c o m i n g  from our port.

W h e n  we b e g a n  th e a c t i o n  n e e d e d  to s e c u r e  an air s e r v i c e  subsidy, 
we w e r e  faced w i t h  a m o d e r a t e  p r o b l e m  of p r o v i d i n g  r e l i a b l e  air 
se r v i c e  to Valdez. This p r o b l e m  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  w o r s e  d u r i n g  our 
w i n t e r  m o n t h s  w h e n  o u r  s u c c e s s f u l  f l i g h t s  d e c r e a s e d  by 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 percent. R e c e n t l y  t h e  F A A  c a n c e l e d  all night  
flights  in and o u t  of V a l d e z  b a s e d  on the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the 
a i r c r a f t  s e r v i n g  Valdez. F AA also has i n c r e a s e d  t h e  mi n i m u m s ,  thus 
d e c r e a s i n g  the n u m b e r  of d a y t i m e  s u c c e s s f u l  flights. W e  are now 
a v e r a g i n g  less t h a n  one f light per day, and a c t u a l l y  o n l y  h a d  14 
flights in the e n t i r e  m o n t h  of November. It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  of D e c e m b e r  w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 p e r c e n t  of o u r  flights, and n e i t h e r  t h e  N o v e m b e r  
n o r  D e c e m b e r  s t a t i s t i c s  include t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of t h e  night 
flights n o r  the i n c r e a s e d  d a y t i m e  limits.

We are q u i t e  convinced, and this is s u p p o r t e d  b y  s t a t e m e n t s  from 
e x p e r t s  in the a v i a t i o n  industry, t h a t  t h e  o n l y  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  could  
p r o v i d e  t h e  C i t y  of V a l d e z  w i t h  r e l i a b l e  a i r  s e r v i c e  is the 
D e H a v i l l a n d  DASH-7. T h i s  a i r c r a f t  is u n i q u e  in t h a t  it is a Stohl 
a i r c r a f t  h a v i n g  four engines. FAA r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of 
this aircraft, and the D e H a v i l l a n d  DASH- 7 c o m b i n e d  w i t h  the 
m i c r o w a v e  l a n d i n g  s y s t e m  i n s t a l l e d  by the C i t y  of V a l d e z  g i v e s  us
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C I T Y  O F  V A L D E Z  
P. 0. B o x  307 

Valdez, A l a s k a  99686

(907) 8 3 5 - 4 3 1 3

N o v e m b e r  17, 1988

Mr. K e v i n  A d a m s
U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
R o o m  5100
O f f i c e  of A v i a t i o n  A n a l y s i s  
P-54
4 00 - 7th Street, S.W.
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20590

D e a r  Mr. Adams:

A t t a c h e d  p l e a s e  find a " R e quest  for E s s e n t i a l  A i r  S e r v i c e  Grant 
to t h e  C i t y  of V a l d e z ,  A l a s k a , "  w h i c h  y o u  r e c e n t l y  discussed 
w i t h  our c o n s u l t a n t s .

Y o u  w i l l  n o t e  that w e  are m a k i n g  our r e q u e s t  for assistance 
u n d e r  the e x i s t i n g  E AS Program, g i v e n  that the C i t y  is not 
c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  e v e n  the old C A B - a d o p t e d  air s e r v i c e  levels.

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s ,  and if yoi 
h a v e  any q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  us.

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a y o r

D G / m j w
0 6 2 5 g

A t t a c h m e n t s



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a y  K e r t t u l a
J a n a u r y  1 9 ,  1 9 8 9
P a g e  2

m i n i m u m s  w h i c h  a l l o w  s u c c e s s f u l  flights in e v e n  o u r  m o s t  serious 
m o n t h s  to b e  in the h i g h  90 percents. V a l d e z  d i d  have a 
D e H a v i l l a n d  DASH-7 d u r i n g  a full y e a r ' s  s e r v i c e  and r e c o g n i z e d  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  in our air service.

If w e  are able to s e c u r e  an air s e r v i c e  subsidy, it w o u l d  be 
u t i l i z e d  to s u b s i d i z e  a c a r r i e r  in p r o v i d i n g  D e H a v i l l a n d  DASH-7 
s e r v i c e  to Valdez. As it n o w  stands, w e  are u n a b l e  to u t i l i z e  the 
fine C i v i c  C e n t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  for c o n v e n t i o n s  and o t h e r  meetings. 
We feel t h e r e  is a t r u e  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of air 
s e r v i c e  to V a l d e z  in t h e  event of a n y  e m e r g e n c y  r e l a t e d  to the 
A l y e s k a  terminal.  W e  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  o ur t o u r i s t  industry 
c a n n o t  d e v e l o p  f u rther w i t h o u t  a r e l i a b l e  m e a n s  of air 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  In a d d i t i o n  to all t h a t  I h a v e  mentioned, there 
is the m a t t e r  of o u r  c i t i z e n s  c o m f o r t  and s a f e t y  w h e n  air 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is r e d u c e d  to the p o i n t  w e  are n o w  experiencing.

Again, I w i s h  to t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to help. If a 
r e s o l u t i o n  c a n  b e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  in 
s u p p o r t  of o u r  problem, w e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  that. If y o u  
ne e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h i s  resolution, please 
feel free to c o n t a c t  me.

Sincerely,

/ J o h n  Devens, Ph.D.
M a y o r

JD: jd

E n c l o s u r e

cc: V a l d e z  C i t y  C o u n c i l
D o u g  Griffin, C i t y  M a n a g e r  
K i m  H u t c h i n s o n




