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1 IN THE SENATE BY FISCHER AND STURGULEWSKI

2 SENATE BILL NO. 39

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 F o r  an  A ct e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  to  A m ateur R ad io  W eek."

7 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t io n  1 . AS 4 4 .1 2  i s  am ended by a d d in g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

9 S e c . 4 4 .1 2 .2 0 0 .  OBSERVANCE OF AMATEUR RADIO WEEK. To i n c r e a s e

10 p u b l i c  a w a re n e s s  o f  t h e  v i t a l  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a m a te u r  r a d io  t o  t h e  l i f e

11 and  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  e a c h  y e a r  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l

12 i s s u e  a  p r o c la m a t io n  d e s i g n a t i n g  a s  A m ateu r R ad io  Week t h e  w eek  i n

13 J u n e  t h a t  i n c lu d e s  t h e  f o u r t h  S a tu rd a y  o f  t h e  m o n th .
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Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate D istrict D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99869 
(907) 262-9420 W 

262-9269 H

M E M O R A N D U M

S t a t e  S e n a t e

tAJhlln In fiinamwnuo in JUnOmU
RQ Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  R o n  L a r s o n  and 
L y m a n  Hoffman, C o - C h a i r m e n  

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r  Paul F i s c h e r & r .

S e n a t e  Bi ll  39 
(relating t o  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  Week)

A p r i l  8, 1989

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for s c h e d u l i n g  the a b o v e  
r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  the H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
at y o u r  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e ni en ce .

P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  for t h e  a n nu a l o b s e r­
v a n c e  of a m a t e u r  r a d i o  w e e k  in Alaska. It w i l l  a l s o  c o i n c i d e  
w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  " F i e l d  Day" a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
R a d i o  R e l a y  L e a g u e  s p o n s o r s  e a c h  y e a r  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  S a t u r d a y  
in June.

T h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  m y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is 
t o  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s e r v i c e  t h a t  a m a t e u r  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  b e t t e r  k n o w n  as "Hams", h a v e  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p r o v i d e  in t h e  State. I n  n u m e r o u s  cases, a m a t e u r  r a di o 
o p e r a t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n l y  l i n k  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  
f o r t y - e i g h t  states. F o r  a n  example, d u r i n g  t h e  1964 A l a s k a  
E a r t h q u a k e ;  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f irst r e p o r t s  
t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  K o d i a k  h a d  s u r v i v e d  t h e  ea rthquake. D u r i n g  
t h e  d a y s  t h a t  followed, t h e y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  v i a b l e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  d e p e n d  upon.

A s  s t a t e d  in t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  report, p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
C i v i l  D e f e n s e ;  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army, a nd t he 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Defense, c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  G r e a t  E a r t h q u a k e , .... 
" A m a t e u r  r a d i o  w a s  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  in t h i s  d is a ster. O n e  of t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  is t h a t  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  is an i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of m a n y  A l a s k a n s '  d a i l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  places"...,



M e m o r a n d u m
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  L a r s o n  a nd H o f f m a n  
A p r i l  8, 1989 
P a g e  T w o

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w h e n  local e m e r g e n c i e s  o c c u r  s u c h  as fires a n d  
a u t o m o b i l e  accidents, a m a t e u r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  v e r y  o f t e n  p l a y  
a p a r t  in r e l a y i n g  information, v i t a l  t o  t he p u b l i c ' s  safety, 
as w e l l  as a i d i n g  in c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  v i c t i m s  n e x t  of kin. M a n y  
o p e r a t o r s  o f f e r  t o  s e n d  free mes sa ge s,  d u r i n g  t h e  holidays, to 
f a m i l i e s  of o u r  serviceman.

F o r  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  reasons, I t h i n k  it is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a m a t e u r  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  b e  o f f i c i a l l y  r ec og n i z e d .

A s  y o u  a r e  aware, i d e n t ic a l l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  u n a n­
imously, early, d u r i n g  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  L e gi s la tu re . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
l a s t  session, t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
C o m m i t t e e s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  o u t  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  
w i t h  " u n a n i m o u s "  d o - p a s s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  & 
C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  r e p o r t e d  it o u t  
w i t h  3 "do p a s s "  v o t e s  a n d  2 "no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s " . It w a s  n e v e r  
c a l a n d a r e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f or H o u s e  a c t i o n  p r i o r  
t o  a d j o u r n m e n t .

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r ec ia te d.
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