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Introduced: 1/9/89
Referred: Resources and Finance

IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA
SENATE BILL NO. 33
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Willow Mountain Critical
Habitat Area; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. The Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area 1is
established to

(1) protect the area"s exceptional fish and wildlife habitats
and populations;

(2) ensure that the area will be managed primarily to maintain
the productivity of the habitat for moose and will provide opportunities
for hunting, trapping, and other dispersed recreational activities.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 16.20.620. WILLOW MOUNTAIN CRITICAL HABITAT AREA ESTAB-
LISHED. (a) The following described area 1is established as the
Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area:

(¢H) Township 20 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian
Section 7
Sections 18 - 19

(2) Township 20 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 1 -2
Sections 11 - 14
Sections 23 - 24

3) Township 21 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 4 -7

Section 18: WI/2

SBO033A SB 33
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(4) Township 21 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian
Section 1
Sections 11 -14
Sections 23 -26
Sections 35 -36

(5) Township 22 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 19 -21
Sections 28 -33.

(b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.510 - 16.20.530, the commissioner
of fish and game, in consultation with the commissioner of natural
resources, shall prepare a management plan for the Willow Mountain
Critical Habitat Area. The commissioner of fish and game and the
commissioner of natural resources shall exercise their respective
authorities over the area in a manner consistent with the management
plan.

*Sec. 3. Until a management plan is developed under AS 16.20.620(b),

enacted bysec.2 of this Act, management decisions for the Willow Mountain
Critical Habitat Area must reflect the intent of the Willow Mountain Sub-
unit of the Hatcher Pass Management Plan adopted in October, 1986.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c)-

SB 33 -2- SBO033A



STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICLIOF THE GOVERNOR

mS& i
BILL ANALYSIS
. JlisteN 2ILL NUMBER  SPONSOR
- FisH cifijjifc " Habits L SH163 T senator Kerttula
' ] one COMMISSIONERS SIGNATURE / 0ATS
' SUMMARY
. CONSTITUENT GRCUPIS) AFFECTED SY 3ILL
| f ptatura| P&sourcss Hunting, fishing, trapDina, recreational
interests, Palmer/Wasi lia area residents
tanuSKa-Susnr.? ce-tuc- ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL
Ea e?rlfmen { of Varural resources None known
' EnV|ro/menta’> Organizations
1=rcj» IMPRT* _ NONE S FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED
NTiST
The. O?ﬁ istaolishing Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area is to protect ana
[esl g *2"itat tnat is rest crucial to the perpetuation of fish and wildlife
apulations. sz V moose.
;ava-.'CS 05 S: EFFECTS

The bl” establlshes Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area. . It provides for the

T]w*ea uncer the State Critical Habitat Area program. It establishes the
AUR e ~1l WhC tne area Is tc be managea ana ensures protection of essential moose
habitat

ALASKA DEPT. CF
FISH & GAME

UR 20 198/

REGION IV
HABITAT DIVISION

P1EA.SC ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR AOtXTIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.
Q-acP
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough
BOX B. PALMER. ALASKA 99645 « PHONE 745-4801
BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

February 5, 1987

Jan Faiks, Senate President
Scare of Alaska

Pouch 7

Juaeau, AE 99811

RE: Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area
Dear Senator Faiks:

The Matanuska-Susitna 3oroug™n Assembly voted unanimously on February 3, 1987
to approve and endorse legislation to create the Willow Mountain Critical
Habitat Area (approximately 23,000 acres) and to express concern for ensuring
that the management intent of the area stays in-tact as described in the
Hatcher Pass Management Plan.

If you should have any questions or need further information, please feel
free to contact nv office.

Sincerely,

C

Dorothy A. Jo"fs, Mayor
Matanuska-Susitna 3orough

DJ/cJLs
Enclosure

cc: Commissioner, Dept, of Fish. & Game
Senators Kerttula & Szymanski
Representatives Larson & Menard
m/"Jack Didrickson 7\



ALASKA FRONTIER TRAPPERS ASSN

P.O. BOX 2856 -*>b-7 0T_s-
PALMER, ALASKA 99645 0O (907)745 -1660

5 0etcher 1955
Dear Sandra,

The Alaska Frontier Tranters Ass. would like to propose
that all lands in the Hatcher Pass Management Plan, that are
3000 feed elevation or lower and within, the following:
T1I9N_R1IW T19N_.R2W T19N,R13 T20N.R1W T20N,R2W T21N.R1W
T21INfR2®V T22N,R1IW T221i,R2".v; be designated as critical
wildlife habitat. This araa renresent3d the major habitat
area for moose and other wildlife left undeveloped in the
lower Susitna Basin. Primary consideration, should be for
protection, and/or enhancement of tne nabitat- area. This
was also mentioned in the draft plan for the Willow Sub Basin.
(1981) in. areas 13, 15A, and 21.

Recreation values are high for both consumptive and
non-consumptive users primarily due to its non-development.
Most, current uses are compatible within this environment.

We feel that development of this area would not be con-

oatible with wildlife habitat. /

Lets maintain this area with its pr/mary function ss
wildlife habitat. We also feel that Pi;h and Game should
have primary control in decisions affec :ing this area,

They have the needed expertise in Wildl fe Management.

\Q Jt-
Michael Peryam

Director, A.p.T.A.



ALASKA CHAPTER 800 Frit: Cove Road

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Margaret Hayes, Regional Manager
Alaska Department or Natural Resources

Division of Land and Water Management
Southcentral Region
3601 C Street

Box 7-005
Anchorage, AK 99510-7005

to

Dear Ms. Hayes:

This is to transmit the recommendations of the Alaska chapter of The
Wildlife Society with regard to the draft Hatcher Pass Management Plan.

Despite the lateness of our response 1 am hopeful that our
recommendations will be given full consideration. | would have

appreciated having more time to prepare a written response but certainly
understand the need to complete the plan according to schedule.

The Wildlife Society is an international organization of wildlife
professionals dedicated to the wise use of fish and wildlife resources.

It is the Society"s intent to provide the best possible scientific infor—
mation and recommendations regarding the use, development and management
of natural resources. In that context I would like to provide the
following specific comments and recommendations on the draft plan:

(1) The Willow Mountain Planning Area is an extremely valuable area for
moose and several other big game species. Moose population estimates for
the area are in the 1,500 to 2,000 range- one of the densest moose
concentrations anywhere in the state. The Government Peak and Hillside
Planning Areas also contain large populations of moose, estimated to
range from 500 to 700 animals. The importance of these areas can not be
overstated given the increasing loss of similar habitat to development in
the Matanuska - Susitna Valley. The recreational value of these areas to
moose hunters is also important and is expected to increase given the
dense concentrations of animals and the close proximity of the area to
human population centers.

RECOMMENDATION-
The entire Willow Mountain Planning Area should be designated as a
Game Refuge or Critical Habitat Area for moose, brown and black bear,
and furbearer3. The Department of Pish and Game should play a
major role in managing development of the nniror~ponr-Jw.
Hillside Planning Areas.

(2) The potential may exist for vastly enhancing portions of the Hatcher
Pass Management Area for moose populations. This would serve to increase
the recreational use of the area and also allow for the planned harvest
of timber or other forest products. Such a harvest could be conducted in
coordination with moose habitat enhancement efforts.



RECOMMENDAT ION-

The Department of Fish and Game should have Che option to conduct
habitat enhancement projects in the Hatcher Pass Management Area as
deemed necessary by the Department.

(3) Harvest of moose in the Willow Mountain Planning Area will be greatly
curtailed if motorized access is prohibited. This is primarily due to

the fact that the location of harvest is often too remote from the
existing road system to allow recovery of the animal without the aid of

an off-road vehicle. Given the capacity of moose populations to

fluctuate greatly in numbers depending on range conditions, weather and
other factors it would be wise to retain the option of artificially
reducing moose numbers through a controlled harvest. Such capacity would
be impaired by a restiction on motorized access in the Willow Mountain
Planning Area.

RECOMMENDATION-

Motorized access should be allowed for the the sole purpose of
retrieving downed big game in the Willow Mountain Planning Area
and elsewhere, as is deemed necessary by the Department of Fish and
Game. Access outside the hunting season should not be allowed.

The Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the Draft Hatcher Pass Management Plan. If you have any
questions on our recommendations please feel free to contact the

Southcentral Alaska representative of The Wildlife Society (Jon Andrew)
at 786-3437.

Sincerely

John Schoen, President
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