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BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 230 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to compensation of justices and

7 judges; and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY rJHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 22.05.140(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

10 (a) The monthly base salary of the chief justice is $8,333 and

11 for each other justice, the monthly base salary is $8,292.

12 * Sec. 2. AS 22.05.140(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

13 (c) In addition to the monthly salary, each justice is entitled

14 to receive a geographic cost-of-living adjustment under AS 22.35.010,

15 based on the location of the primary office assignment. Retirement

16 contributions and benefits shall be computed only on the monthly base

17 salary not including the geographic cost-of-living adjustment.

18 * Sec. 3. AS 22.07.090(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

19 (a) The monthly base salary of a judge of the court of appeals

20 is $7,833. The compensation of a judge may not be diminished during

21 the term of office, unless by a general law applying to all salaried

22 officers of the state.

23 * Sec. 4. AS 22.10.190(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

24 (a) The monthly base salary for each superior court judge is

25 $7,667.

26 * Sec. 5. AS 22.10.190(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

27 (c) In addition to the monthly salary, each superior court judge

28 is entitled t t  receive a geographic cost-of-living adjustment under

29 AS 22.35.010, based on the location of the primary office assignment.
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Retirement contributions and benefits shall be computed only on the 

monthly base salary not including the geographic cost-of-living 

adjustment.

* Sec. 6. AS 22.15.220(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) The monthly base salary for each district court judge is 

$6,500.

* Sec. 7. AS 22.15.220(d) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(d) In addition to the monthly salary, each district court judge 

is entitled to receive a geographic cost-of-living adjustment under 

AS 22.35.010, based on the location of the primary office assignment. 

Retirement contributions and benefits shall be computed only on the 

monthly base salary not including the geographic cost-of-living 

adjustment.

* Sec. 8. AS 22 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

Sec. 22.35.010. GEOGRAPHIC COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT. The 

following geographic cost-of-living adjustments apply to the first 

$40,000 of the base salary of a justice of the supreme court or a 

judge of the superior or district court earned during a fiscal year:

CHAPTER .'15. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

Location of Primary Office Percent Change 

0First Judicial District

Second Judicial District 17.5

Third Judicial District other than

Kodiak and Valdez 0
Kodiak and Valdez 10.5

Fourth Judicial District other than Bethel 3.5

Bethel 17.5

* Sec. 9. This Act takes effect July 1, 1990
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A Bill Voraioa: CSSB 230 (Finance)

1990 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION P ubU ih  P i t a : V / 7 / 9 0

FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E S T :

R oviaion D a te  6 /7 /9 0

Title: An Act relating to compensation

Sponso r:

R equesto r:

o f  ju s t i c e s  a n d  J u d g e s

R u le s

A gency  A ffec ted ; 

' b RU:

C om ponents:

A la s k a  C o u r t  S y s te m  

A p p e l la te  & T ria l C o u r t s

F in a n c e

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S : (T housands o f  D o llar* )

O P E R A T IN G F Y  90 FY  91 FY  9 2 FY  93 FY 94 FY  95

Persona l Serv ice* 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7

T rave l

C on trac tu a l

Supplie*

E qu ipm en t

L and  fir S tructure*

G ran ta &  C laim *

T O T A L  O PE R A T IN G 0 .0 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7

C A P IT A L

R E V E N U E

F U N D IN G : (T housands o f  D o lla rs)

G enera l Fund* 0 .0 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7

F edera l Fund*

O the r

T O T A L 0 .0 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7 9 4 4 .7

POSITIONS:
F u ll- t im e

P a r t- t im e

T em p o ra ry

A N A L Y S IS : (A ttach  a  sepa ra ta  page i f  n ecessary )

S e e  a t t a c h e d  a n a ly s is .

Prepaired by : 

D ivision:

A pproved  by: 

A gency:

R o b e r t  G . F is h e r , M a n a g e r , F is c a l  O p e r a t io n s  

A la s k a  C o u r t  S y s ta m  ^

A rth u r H . S n o w d e n , II, A d m in is tr a t iv e  cD ire c to r

_Phone: 

_Date:

D ate :

2frK°;.215

03/C7if90

03/07/1)0

•" A la sk a  C o u r t  S y s te m

D iatribu tloo  (by p rep a re r): 
L eg is la tive  F inance  
L eg is la tive  Sponso r 
R equesto r
O ffice  o f  M anagem en t &  Budget 
Im pacted  A gency (iss)
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A la sk a  C ourt S y s te m
S B  2 3 0  -  J u d ic ia l C o m p e n sa tio n
A n a ly s is  o f  P r o p o s e d  S a la r ie s

Position | Proposed Existing! !  Change!"

Chief Justice - Anchorage $96,996 $85,728 $11,268

Supreme Court Justice - Anchorage 96,504 85,728 10,776

Supreme Court Justice - Fairbanks 97,896 97,728 168

Appellate Court Judge - Anchorage 91,200 79,992 11,208

Superior Court Judge - Anchorage 89,196 77,304 11,892

Superior Court Judge - Barrow 96,204 90,828 5,376

Superior Court Judge - Bethel 96,204 90,828 5,376

Superior Court Judge - Fairbanks 90,600 88,128 2,472

Superior Court Judge - Juneau 89,196 77,304 11,892

Superior Court Judge - Kenai 89,196 82,716 6,480

Superior Court Judge - Kodiak 93,396 85,416 7,980

Superior Court Judge - Kotzebue 96,204 90,828 5,376

Superior Court Judge - N o m e 96,204 90,328 5,376

Superior Court Judge - Palmer 89,196 80,004 9,192

Superior Court Judge - Petersburg 89,196 80,004 9,192

Superior Court Judge - Sitka 89,196 80,004 9,192

Superior Court Judge - Valdez 93,396 90,828 2,568

District Court Judge - Anchorage 75,696 66,816 8,880

District Court Judge - Fairbanks 77,100 76,176 924

District Court Judge - Homer 75,696 71,496 4,200

District Court Judge - Juneau 75,696 66,816 8,880

District Court Judge - Palmer 75,696 69,156 6,540

A la sk a  ? o u r t  S y s te m  -  F is c a l  O p e r a t io n s  -  2 9 -M a r -  8 9 P a g e  3  of
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□RRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

415 MAIN STREET, ROOM 318 
KETCHIKAN, ALA9KA 80M1

Superior Cdnttri
J&aU of .Aittalw

□  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

P.O. BOX 1008 ’ 
PETERSBURG, ALA8KA 99833-1008

J^FIRS? JUDICIALQISTRICT

P.O. BOX 880 
WRANGELL, ALASKA00e29

Chimlwfs of 
JUDGE THOMAS M. JAHNKB

April 20,1990

House Finance Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RB: Judicial Salaries; SB 230

Dear Members of the Committee: <* •

Senate Bill 230 is now in the House and I wanted to bring to your attention 
two recent developments." ^

First, I recently learned that the Alaska judiciary will lose 10 judges this ̂  
year. Many of them are leaving the bench for financial rea: ons. That is a 
Joss of talent and experience the people of Alaska simply cannot afford.

Second, at m y  last count, seven attorneys were applying lor the upcoming 
vacancy on the superior court in Juneau, only isms, of w h o m  is a private 
practitioner. It is difficult to resist the conclusion that most of our finest 
private practitioners are not considering judicial service because the salaries 
have fallen so far below the salaries in private practice,

•i

1 believe in the ideals of public service, one of which is that a public servant 
works to achieve the greater good and not to gain great financial reward. 
However, w e  have reached the point white dedicated public servants (good 
Judges) and aspiring public servants can make so much more In private
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practice that they cannot Justify to their families their decision to remain in 
or enter the public service. ■

I urge your favorable action on SB'230 to stop the hemorrage of talent and 
. to foster an infusion of new talent that.wiil maintain the excellent quality of 
,.the Alaska judiciary.:.'

; Very truly yours,

Thomas M. Jahn^e J  
Superior Court Juafrr




