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SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman

SENATOR JIM DUNCAN, Vice Chairman ROOM 508
SENATOR [HVB YR sl
SENATOR TIM KELLY )

Senate Committee on

?|ealtf), education anb Social iberbi'ces
Letter of Intent SB 172

It is the intent of the Alaska State Legislature that the
Department of Education evaluate the efficiency and services
provided by the Special Education Services Agency during the
interim and report back to the Legislature no later than the
fifteenth day of the second session of the 16th Alaska
Legislature. It is further the intent of the Legislature that
the Department include in its report recommendations for the
improvement fo the operation and financial support of the

Agency.
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1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISHDATE:
| FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:

Revision Dare:__ . Agency Affected: Education
Tide: Extending The Termination Date of RPtr- IC-12 Support

The Special Education Service Agency
Sponsor : Zharoff, Duncan, et.al. Components « Schools for the Handicapped
Requestor: Zharoff

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL J

REVENUE

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attacha sgparate page ifrecessary)

Formula funding of SESA is included within the Department®s operating
budget request within the component "Schools for the Handicapped."”

Preparedby:  Mary Hakala Phone:‘f65'2800
Division:  Commissionerls Date: . H 14/yy
Approved by Commissi 2/14/89

Agency: Education
Distribution (by preparer j)-
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Inpacted Agenoy(ies) ek, of



State of Alaska Bill Version: sb 172
1989 Legislative Session Publish Date: 47112189

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:

Revision Date: Agency: Dept, of Education
TITLE: Extending termination BRU: K-12 Support

date of Spec. Ed.Service Agency J-
Sponsor: Zharoff, Duncan et al COMPONENTS: Schools for the Handicap

REQUESTOR: Senate Finance

kpenditures/Revenues: (millions of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 "fy n r Fy 92 FY 93 FY 94

Pers .Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land/Build.

Grants/Claims 1.42 1. 42 1.42 1.42 1.42

Miscellaneous

TOTAL 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.42 1 -47

1 CAPITAL

I REVENUE I r

Funding: (Thousands of Dollars)
General Funds 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.42 1. 42
Federal Funds

Other
TOTAL 1.42 1.42 1.42 1. 42

Positions:
Furr-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

Phone No .: 465-4821
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Social Services and
Finance

IN THE SENATE

For an Act entitled:

BY ZHAROFF, DUNCAN,
UEHLING AND RODEY

SENATE BILL NO. 172

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

"An Act extending the termination date of the Special

Education Service Agency; and providing for an effec-

tive date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.66.010(a)(14)

is amended to read:

(14) Special Education Service Agency (AS 14.30.600)

June 30. 1992 [1989];

* Sec.

Sb0172a

2.

This Act takes effect

immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

-1- SB 172



THE LEGISLATURE SSSST"
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

BU[EFN\DAUD'T WMHTE PHONE- (907) 465-3795

December 7, 1988

SUMMARY OF: A Performance Report on the Special Education
Services Agency, July 1, 1987 - June 30, 1988.

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

In accordance with the intent of Title 24 and 44 of the Alaska
Statutes (sunset legislation), we have examined the activities of
the Special Education Services Agency for the past fiscal year.
Our examination was conducted to determine iIf the Agency has been
operating 1in an efficient and effective manner and whether the
Agency should be reestablished. The law now specifies that the
Agency will terminate June 30, 1989.

REPORT CONCLUSION

In our opinion, the Special Education Services Agency should be

reestablished. The need to provide adequate education to low-

incidence handicapped students in the least restrictive setting

is mandated. The Agency provides this service by furnishing

itinerant resource services to school districts where the stu—
dents are enrolled. The Agency assures that the target popula—
tion of students 1is being served through training and services

for special education instructors in addition to working directly

with the students.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation No. 1

The Department of Education and SESA should work toaether to seek

statutorv chances that would clarifv the Department®s administra—
tive responsibilitv over the Aaency.

Recommendation No. 2

The Department of Education should provide quidelines to the

school districts and SESA for the proper reportina of special

education students and the transmitting of iInformation between
the entities.



March 27, 1989

Senator Zharoff
P.Or Box V, FvOom 121
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator:

I am pleased to write to you about the Special Education Services
Agency (SESA) based in Anchorage.

We became aware of SESA in September of 1985 when our daughter,
Gwen, became involved as a participant of SESA services in the

Ketchikan Gateway School District. At that time, she was
interviewed and loaned the appropriate visual aids to benefit her
in the <classroom. SESA has been very adamant about sending wus

reports following their visits with her in the classroom.

The current representative, Bill Mclver, is very conscientious and
works hard to make sure Gwen has the proper tools to wuse in the
classroom. He has also made provisions for her to attend a summer

camp for blind and low vision children held in Anchorage the last
two years.

I feel fortunate that Gwen has had this assistance through her
elementary years and now in the junior high period of her life.
She has been and is aware of her handicap and copes extremely well
in her daily activities.

Your efforts in sustaining further funding for SESA to continue
will be most appreciated by Gwen and all other students who benefit
from their assistance.

Thank you for your time and consideration given to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth G. & Mary Sue Wright
P.O. Box 9488
Ketchikan, AK 99901
Parents-of:'" Gwen K. Wright
7th Grade
Schoenbar Junior High



RANGELL

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DISTRICT OFFICE
PO. BOX 2319
WRANGELL, ALASKA 99929
GATEWAY TO THE STIKINE Telephone (307) 874-2347

MARY A. FRANCIS, Ph.D., Superintendent

March 29, 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Zharoff:

As the superintendent of a school district which receives services
from the Special Education Service Agency (SESA), | wish to commend
you for your efforts to maintain this agency.

SESA provides much-needed support and expertise to our special
education staff. It is simply not possible for a small staff
to have expertise in the full range of handicapping conditions.

The SESA people bring us excellent, up-to-date information and
techniques with which we would not otherwise be familiar.

Please continue your support.
Sincerely, N

'm NES T A on

Mary Annexstad Francis, Ph.".
Superintendent

MF: 1h

ACCREOTED By NORTHAEST ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY AND HGHR SOHOALS
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Wrangell, AK 99929
March 27, 1989

Alaska State Senate
Box V
Juneau, AK 99&)1

Dear Senator Zharoff

Thank you for your support of the Special Education Service Agency (SESA).
It is, in my opinion, vital that SESA continue in its present capacity.
Small schools such as Wrangell simply cannot have a special education staff
well-equipped to deal with the full range of handicapping conditions. SESA
staff members provide us with excellent, up-to-date information and techni—

ques to put to use in our classrooms.

Thank you fcr your efforts.

Yours truly

Madelyn A. Stella

4-6 Resource teacher



March 22, 1989

.Senator Paul Fisher
Senator Zharoff
Senator Lloyd Jones
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senators,

My husband Ken and | have lived in Wrangell, AK for the
past five years and intend to continue to make it our permanent
home. We own and operate a yacht based sport fishing business.
Part of the reason we will continue to live here is due to
the consistent services of the "Special Education Service
Agency"” SESA which provides the necessary services for our
five year old daughter Joywho-was born with Down Syndrome.

Joy will be mainstreamed into the regular kindergarden in
the fall of '89. She has made much progress largely due to
the services provided by SESA, however she will continue to

require such specialized services in order to attain her full
potential and become a productive asset to our society.

We are in favor of Senator Zharoff's bill to drop the review
provision and make the agency a permanent one.

The costs to provide these services to handicapped youngsters
particularly in these early years when they benefit the most
from thera will, in the long run cost the state far less than
attempting to impart the same training at an older age.

With the aid of SESA and other like agencies, my daughter and
many other handicapped youngsters can and will become productive
citizens of our society. Please, lets help them attain that
status in our society and the necessary self esteem to do so.
We owe it to ourselves and the handicapped are no less deserving.

Thank you for considering our heartfelt request to continue
to fund such vitally necessary services as SESA.

Sincerely,

Angling Adventures
P.O. Box 2027
Wrangell, Alaska 99929



~Alaska Specialized Education and Training Services, Inc.
A Nonprofit Alaskan Corporation

2330 Nichols Street
Anchorage, AK 99508-3495
(907) 279-6617

March 20, 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Zharoff,

Karen Ward, Ed.D.

Executive Director

I am writing on behalf of the Specialized Education and Training Services, Inc.
(ASETS) in support of SB 172 to continue the Special Education Service Agency.

It is imperative that Alaska continues to provide specialeducation services to
low incidence handicapped children in their home communities. For many
years, children with handicapping conditions were sentoutside and later to
urban areas toreceive services. ASETS is a private non-profit agency in
Anchorage which provides residential and vocational services for adults with
developmental disabilities and severe mental illness. We serve many adults
who were displaced from their communities years ago due to lack of services
in rural Alaska. Many of these individuals have little or no contact with their
families or culture. Agencies such as the Special Education Service Agency

bridge the gap for children with severe handicaps in rural Alaska.

Today,

children with disabilities are more likely to remain in their home communi-
ties with families and friends who cars and receive appropriate services.

The Special Education Service Agency helps coordinate services

Alaska and will be instrumental inthe development of services forthese

dren when they reach adulthood in rural Alaska.

ASETS supports SB 172 wholeheartedly.

Sincerely,

Karen M. Ward, Ed.D.
Executive Director

cc. Senator Paul Fischer

Business Service and Human Ser\ice Go Hand in Hand

rural

chil-



— ‘At ascevss

University of Alaska Anchorage

321! Providence Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

March 8, 1989
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
19071 756-1771
VAX .0: AYSOE
FAX: 736-1749

Senator Fred Zharoff
Capitol Room 121

P. 0. Box V

Juneau Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Zharoff:

This letter of support is written on behalf of the Special Education Services
Agency (SESA). My extensive experience with SESA has been centered around two
experiences. The first was as a service provider (Infant Learning Teacher) in
Nome from 1981-1984 and currently as a professor for the Special Education
program located at the University of Alaska Anchorage.

As a ILP teacher, the assistance SESA provided was invaluable. SESA provides
technical assistance and training for rural professionals working with children
who experience a low incidence handicapping condition. SESA staff assist rural
professionals with identification, assessment, program planning, and training to
carry out the child's individual program. There were numerous occasions when |
do not know what | would have done if SESA staff were not available to provide
this service.

SESA provides this valuable service 'free of charge' to its constituents. Rural
school districts and Infant Learning Programs would be unable to provide these

services if SESA were not available and agencies needed to contract with private
oroviders. We are all aware of the many problems rural programs face. SESA is
an excellent way to assist programs in providing quality individual services to
handicapped children and their families.

As a professor at UAA, | have utilized SESA staff in a variety of ways. SESA
staff have acted as consultants (again ‘'free of charge') in planning our rural
distance delivery orogram. SESA staff have produced training videotapes around
the issue of providing services to children with low incidence handicapping
conditions. The tapes have been very well received by our graduate students.

| strongly support the continuation of SESA funding. They are providing a
service no one else provides that the state rural professionals could not live
without. As with many agencies, SESA could utilize more staff and reach even
more children and their families. They are number one in nmy book: they not only
promise services--they delivery.

Sincerely,

I/aX

Oebra Veit, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Special Education Program

OV/sw
1/DV.0309.1



600 University Avenue, Suite B + Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 « Phone (907) 474-2440

February 27, 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff
Alaska State Legislature
PO Box V

Juneau AK 99811

Dear Senator Zharoff:

The Governor's Council for the Handicapped and Gifted supports SB172 which
would continue the Special Education Service Agency.

We feel and data show that the agency plays a very important role in making
sure quality special education services are available to our children with the
most severe disabilities no matter where they live in Alaska.

We are also pleased that SESA has been able to secure federal grants of about
$400,000 each year for projects which improve special education services in gen-
eral and provide training and other opportunities to teachers, aides, and commu-

nity agency personnel.

Thanks to you and the co-sponsors of SB172 this agency can continue to provide
specialized help to children with disabilities and their families, and the local

school districts which serve them.

The Endorsement of the agency by the Council, the state special education
directors' association (AAASE), the school boards association (AASB), the State
Board of Education, and NEA show how much broad-based support there is for

SESA.
Thank you very much for your leadership in introducing this legislation.

Sincerely,

Duui N, 1IVII M-I
Council Chairperson



ALASKA ASSOCIATION FOR
ADMINISTRATORS
OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 196614
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6614
269-2294

March 2. 1989

The Honorable Fred F. Zhoroff
P.O. Box V(MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Zhoroff:

I am writing this letter as President of the Alaska Association of
Administrators of Special Education (AAASE) in support of the continuation of
the Special Education Service Agency (SESA). At our fall conference, our
organization voted wunanimously to suppurt the continuation of SESA. The
administrators of special education arc very supportive and appreciative of
the scope and quality of services SESA provides to our low incidence
handicapped students throughout the State of Alaska. W ithout these valuable
services many of our rural handicapped students would not be able to remain
in their home communities.

If you need any additional information regarding this very important Special
Education issue please feel free to call my office at 269-2294.

Sincerely,

James L. Rich, Executive Director
Special Education
Anchorage School District

President
Alaska Association of Administrators for
Special Education
cc: Mike Malone, Executive Director
Communication, Planning & Development
Anchorage School District

AAASE Board Members

AAASE.06



Senator Fred Zharoff
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Fred,

As an employee with the Wrangell Public Schools in Southeast Alaska,
I would like to take this opportunity to let you know that 1 am very much
behind your bill to provide permanent assistance to smaller school districts
with low-incidence handicapped students. The Special Education Service Agency
(SESA) is a great help to our district. We have only three handicapped students
in the district but these three require a tremendous amount of help. In a
district as small as ours there is no way that we could afford to hire the
specialists that these few students demand.

I am writing letters of support of your bill to Senator Lloyd Jones and" to

Senator Paul Fisher. Please do everything in your power to see that this bill

is passed and these children get the support that they need.

Sincerely

|

Kodiak High School Class of 61
P.0. Box 424

Wrangell, Alaska 99929



It is the intent of the Alaska State Legislature that the Department of
Education evaluate the efficiency and services provided by the Special
Education Services Agency during the interim and report back to the
Legislature no later than the fifteenth day of the second session of the 16th
Alaska Legislature. It is further the intent, of the Legislature that the
Department include in its report recommendations for the improvement of the

operation and financial support of the Agency.






PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR! SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME: ROGER CLYNE, PHD

TITLE:
ADDRESS: 3011 LEXINGTON

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99502

PHONE: 562-2924
BILL NO: SB 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: AS YOU ARE AWARE, RURAL ALASKA, INCLUDING THE ALEUTIANS, DOES NOT HAVE
ACCESS TO ENOUGH SPECIALTY SERVICES FCR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS. THE
PECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY OFFERS THE ONLY SOURCE OF THIS EXPERTISE AND
ERVICE. PLEASE LEND YOUR FULL SUPPORT TO SB 172 TO CONTINUE THESE CRITICAL
ERVICES.

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME: WES HEDROW
TITLE:
ADDRESS: BOX 1764
CITY: BETHEL ZIP: 99559
PHONE: 543-4870
BILL NO: SB 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: SESA IS AN IMPORTANT SERVICE FOR BUSH SCHOOLS. OUR SPECIAL
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES YOU TO PASS THIS BILL.

POHI0: 00140125
DATE: 02/27/89
TIME: 14:01:25

LIONAME: JUNEAU LIO

COPIES: SENATOR

BINKLEY



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME! ANDREA MCCELLAND

TITLE!
ADDRESS: 7530 BLACKBERRY
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99502

PHONE: 246-5602
BILL NO: SB 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: AS CHAIR OF STATEWIOE PARENTS ORGANIZATION, 1 MOULD LIKE TO VOICE
MAY SUPPORT OF SB 172 IN FAVOR OF CONTINUING SESA FUNDING AND SUPPORT.

THIS ORGANIZATION IS VITAL IN SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES PARTICULARLY FOR
THE RURAL SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATION.

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR! SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME: CHERYL HART
TITLE:
ADDRESS: 5121 CHENA «6
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99508
phone: 338-7865
BILL NO: SB 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: PLEASE CONTINUE FUNDING FOR SESA. THE RURAL COMMUNITIES NEEDS FUNDI
AND SUFPORT TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE SERVICES TO THE SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN
ACROSS ALASKA. BUSH ALASKA WAS MY HOME FOR 4 YEARS. GOOO SERVICES ARE BADLY
NEEDED. 1 NEED YOUR SUPPORT ON SB 172. THANK YOU

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME: DAN BECK

TITLE: ADMIN. ASST., DELTA/GREELY SCHOOL DIST.
ADDRESS: P.0O. BOX 527

CITY: DELTA JCT. ZIP: 99737

PHONE: 895-4658
BILL NO: SB 172
subject: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY >ROVIDES A HUCH NEEDED SERVICE
FOR RURAL ALASKA. IF THEY ARE NOT FUNDED, THERE IS NO REPLACEMENT AVAILABLE.
PLEASE TAKE THIS INTO CONSIDERATION. THANK YOU.

POHID: 02152638
DATE: 02/27/89
TIME: 15:26:38
LIONAME: DELTA JUNCTION LIO



DEAR: SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME: ED HARRISON
TITLE: PROGRAMS MGR FOR SEVERLY HANDICAPPED
ADDRESS: KPBSD.148 N. BINKLEY
CITY: SOLOOTNA, ALASKA ZIP: 99669
PHONE: 263-9478
BILL NO: SB 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: | AM A USER OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES TO RURAL ALASKA AND 1
FIND THE SERVICES VERY HELPFULL AND IF THE SERVICES WERE ENDED THERE WOULD BE A
VOID FOR SERVICES TO HANDICAPPED BOYS AND GIRLS. 1 HAVE FOUND THE SERVICE WELL
RECEIVED BY PARENTS AND OTHER SCHOOL STAFF. PLEASE SUPPORT CONTINUED FUNDING
FOR THIS AGENCY.

& (
PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME: JILL CCCH
TITLE:
ADDRESS: FO BOX 3290
CITY: KODIAK ZIP: 99615
F'ICNE: 437-2188-"""
BILL NO: S3 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE*. MY SON IS INVOLVED IN THE PROGRAM AND | THINK IT IS A
PROGRAM. HAS HELFED MY SON SO MUCK. PLEASE HELP WITH
, PASSAGE OF THIS BILL.

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ZHAROFF

NAME-* JAN PORTERFIELD
TITLE:
ADDRESS: 3007 W 32ND
CITY: ANCHORAGE Z1P5 99517
PHONE: 248-6989

BILL NO: SB 172
SUBJECT: EXTEND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY
MESSAGE: PLEASE CONTINUE FUNDING OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY. THIS j

AGENCY PROVIDES ESSENTIAL SERVICES TO TEACHERS WORKING WITH STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES IN RURAL ALASKA.

POMID: 00100112
DATE: 02/27/89
TIME: 10:01:12

LIOMAME: JUNEAU LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

FISCHER
DUNCAN
ADAHS
JONES
KELLY
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STATECONTRACT

FOR
LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED OUTREACH

SERVICES

BI-ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE PERIOD
JULY 1+ -Decembers: 19353

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICEAGENCY
2211-B ARCA DRIVE
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9950B





