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IN THE HOUSE

BY FOSTER, GRUENBERG, NAVARRE, 
GRUSSENDORF, SHARP, ZAWACKI, GOLL, 
MENARD, SH’.'LTZ, M.DAVIS, C.DAVIS, 
COLLINS, HUDSON, BOUCHER, CATO, 
ULMER, BARNES AND KOPONEN

HOUSE JOINT RESOLU TI ON  NO. 16 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALA SKA  

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to medical benefits for v e t e r­

ans .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS comprehensive health care is a benefit that veterans have 

earned through their service to our country; and

WHEREAS comprehensive health care benefits for veterans have histor-

11 ically included coverage for the costs of heart transplants when  me dically

12 necessary or desirable; and

13 WHEREAS the federal Veterans Administration is currently reviewing its

14 policy of covering heart transplants for veterans under their hea lth  bene-

15 fits, and this coverage may be restricted or eliminated; and

16 WHEREAS restricting or denying heart transplant coverage to veterans

17 would unfairly deny to them their right to comprehensive health care;

18 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that heart transplant

19 coverage should remain part of the comprehensive health care package that 

£0 is available to veterans.

21 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Dan Quay-e,

22 Vice-President of the United -tates and President of the United States

23 Senate; the Honorable Jim Wright, Speaker of the United States House of

24 Representatives; Edward J. Derwinski, Administrator of Veterans Affairs;

25 and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable F rank Murkowski, U.S.

26 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

27 Alaska delegation in Congress.
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Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
House

P .O . BOX V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

M E M O R A N D U M :

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Health, Education, and Social Services Coimuttee 

Rep. Richard Foster !

April 13, 1989

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16

Thank you for scheduling HJR 16. Either I or one of my staff will be 
available for the ccmnittee meeting. This problem was first brought to my 
attention by a constituent who had a heart transplant in Salt Lake City last 
year. Added information concerning proposed cuts in spending for veteran 
medical benefits was highlighted in the 'Vet's Forum", Volume 3, Number 1, 
page 3, January/February 1989; Division of Veterans' Affairs, State of Alaska. 
See the attached copy of the referenced page.



"A man who is g o od  enough to shed his blood 
fo r  his country is good enough to be giuen a 
square deal afterwards. More than that no 
man is entitled to, and less than that no man 
shall haue." —Theodore Rooseuelt

★ * * WHAT’S NEW & ON THE HORIZON FOR VETERANS * ★ *

VA Budget Plan Draws 
Congressional FIRE

(From the
H o u s e  V e te ra n s  Affairs C om m ittee  n e w s  Jan .  1989)

WASHINGTON — T h e  R e a g a n  Administration p r e s e n te d  
Capitol Hill with a p r o p o s e d  sp e n d in g  plan for v e te r a n s ’ 
p ro g ra m s  tha t  w ould  cu t nearly 9.000 VA health  c a re  
e m p lo y e es ,  r e d u c e  m ed ica l  facility construc tion , a n d  deny  
m edica l c a r e  to th o u s a n d s  of ve te rans .

"This  is sho ck in g .  W h o ev e r  p la n n e d  this bu dg e t  certainly 
isn't paying  c lo s e  a t ten tion  to  the  real world." r e m a rk e d  Rep. 
G. V. “S o nn y"  M o ntgom ery  (D-MS), C h a irm an  of th e  H o u se  
V e te ra n s ’ Affairs C om m ittee .  "It m a rks  a  continuation  of 
OMB’s  [Office of M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B uuget]  pa tte rn  of back  
door  a p p r o a c h e s  to kill v e t e r a n s ’ heaitii  c a r e  p rog ram s. 
T h ey  c o n t in u e  to c u t  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  hold ba ck  re s o u rc e s  
a n d  naturally, few e r v e te r a n s  will r e c e iv e  c a re .  T h e n  they 
b a s e  the ir  p ro jec t io ns  on  th is  reduction, a n d  s o  on, a n d  so  
on. It’s  a  cy c le  th e y ’v e  p layed  to the  hilt, a n d  this C om m ittee  
is fed up  with it."

T h e  V e te ra n s  Administration, in r e c e n t  m onths ,  h a s  b egu n  
to te rm ina te  health  c a r e  p rog ram s,  ta k e  hospital b e d s  out of 
s e rv ic e  (in addition to t h o u s a n d s  a lready  c lo sed ) ,  a n d  deny  
to ce r ta in  g ro u p s  of v e te ra n s ,  c a r e  a t  virtually every  v e te ­
r a n s ’ hospita l  in th e  country. H o u s e  V e te ra n s ’ Affairs C o m ­
m ittee staff fo recas t ,  conservatively , a  m ed ica l  budge t  s h o r t ­
fall ov e r  th e  nex t  two y e a r s  of $1.1 billion be low  th e  am o u n t  
n e e d e d  to deliver th e  level of s e rv ic e s  provided in FY ’88. 
T h e  Administration p ro jec ts  w h a t  M ontgom ery  calls  "u n re a l ­
is tic” d e c l in e s  in th e  n u m b e r  of v e te ra n s  utilizing VA health 
c a r e  s e rv ic e s .  Fund ing  c u ts  a r e  c a lc u la te d  o n  t h e s e  s a m e  
pro jec tions . A cco rd in g  to th e  Administration, (an d  their 
u p s id e -d o w n  crys ta l  ball.) th e re  will b e  (FY 9 0  c o m p a re d  to 
FY 89): 17 .516  few e r  pa t ie n ts  t re a te d  in VA hospita ls ; a  
23.8% (6,269) d e c r e a s e  in th e  n u m b e r  of domiciliary patients; 
& a  23 .7%  (7 ,983) d e c r e a s e  in nurs ing  h o m e  c a r e  pa tients .

" T h e s e  n u m b e r s  fly in th e  fa c e  of all fa c ts  a n d  logic. 
Eligible v e t e r a n s  a r e  literally s ta n d in g  in line for c a r e  th a t  this 
bu dg e t  s e e k s  to d e n y  the m ."  s a id  Montgomery. T he Admin­
istration a lso  p r o p o s e d  to cu t th e  n u m b e r  of full-time m edica l 
a n d  r e s e a r c h  e m p lo y e e s  by 8 ,957  — from 199,852  to 
190,895. T h e  Adm inistra tion r e q u e s t e d  m ed ica l  facility c o n ­
struc tion  funding tha t  falls sho rt  of pub lish ed  VA r e c o m m e n ­
da tions  for FY 90  by at leas t  $180.3 million.

M edical c a r e  is not t h e  only p ro g ra m  tha t would b e  a d v e r ­
se ly  a ffec ted  if th e  b u d g e t  p ro p o s a ls  v .ere  im plem ented . 
U nder  th e  A dm in is tra t ion’s  FY 9 0  blueprint, funding for the  
D e p a r tm e n t  of V e te r a n s ’ B enefits , w hich  is r e s p o n s ib le  for 
th e  ad jud ica t ion  of c la im s  for c o m p e n s a t io n ,  p e n s io n  a n d  
e d u c a t io n  benefi ts  a s  well a s  h o m e  loap g u a ra n te e s  a n d  
burial benefits , is $ 3 0  million sho rt  of a  cu rren t  s e rv ic e s  level.

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t ’s  em ploy m en t  level would fall 6%  from 
th e  1988  level of 12,872. This, d e sp i te  th e  fact tha t,  s in c e  
1979, m o re  th a n  one-th ird  of th e  DVB (benef i ts  c o u n s e lo r s )  
w ork fo rc e  h a s  b e e n  cut. w hich h a s  re s u l te d  in a  co n tinu ing  
de te r io ra t ion  in t im elin ess  a n d  quality of s e rv ic e  to  v e te ra n s .  

O ther  Administration re c o m m e n d a t io n s :
- i n c r e a s e  from 1 % to 3.8% th e  or igination f e e  c h a r g e d  a 

v e te ra n  for a  V A -gu aran tee d  h o m e  loan; rep e a l  t h e  recen t ly -  
re in s ta te d  travel a l lo w a n ce  eligibility prov is ions  to  allow only 
v e t e r a n s  in n e e d  of s p ec ia l  t ran sp o r ta t io n  or t h o s e  w h o  live 
100  miles or m o re  from a VA m edica l  facility to r e c e iv e  th e  
benefit;  a n d

- r e d u c e  m e d ica l  a n d  p ros th e t ic  r e s e a r c h  by $12 .9  million. 
T h e  H o u s e  V e te ra n s '  Affairs C o m m it te e  h a s  s c h e d u le d

b u d g e t  h e a r in g s  in early February.
NOTE: T h e  im p a c t  of th e s e  p ro jec ted  shortfalls  a n d  r e d u c ­

tions  of s e r v i c e s  would b e  a  s e v e r e  blow to  v e t e r a n s ’ en ti­
t l e m e n ts  — vour en t it lem ents  a n d  th e  s e r v ic e s  you  m a y  
n e e d .  D rop  a letter to  your  c o n g re s s io n a l  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  
a n d  e n c o u r a g e  th e m  to he lp  p r e s e rv e  v e te r a n s  be n e f i ts  a n d  
e n t i t lem en ts .  L isted  below a r e  A l a s k a s  S e n a to r s  a n d  
R e p resen ta t iv e .

S e n a to r  T e d  S te v e n s  
U.S. S e n a t e  
5 2 2  Hart Building 
W ash ing ton , D.C. 20510  
Local P h o n e  ff: 9 0 7 -2 7 1 -5 9 1 5

S e n a to r  Frank Murkowski 
U.S. S e n a t e  5 2 2  Hart Building 
W ash ing ton ,  D.C. 20510  
Local P h o n e  ##.907-271-3735

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Don Young 
H o u s e  of R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  
2331 R ayburn  Building 
W ash ing ton , D.C. 2 0 51 5  
Local P h o n e  ##:907-271 -5978

i',

DID YOU KNOW? ★ DID YOU KNOW?

Burial in a  N ational C e m e te ry  is av a ilab le  to a  v e t e ­
r a n 's  widow, minor children, unm arr ied  ch ild ren  u n d e r  
t h e  a g e  of 23  a t ten d in g  s c h o o l  a n d  u n d e r  ce r ta in  
co n d it io n s  to u n m arr ied  adult children.
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Official Business

H ouse
P .O . BOX V 

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

H E M O R A N U M :

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

House Finance Conmittee 

Rep. Richard Foster 

April 20, 1989

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16

Thank you for scheduling HJR 16. Either I or one of my staff will be 
available for the conmittee meeting. This problem was first brought to 
my attention by a constituent who had a heart transplant in Salt Lake 
City last year. Added information concerning proposed cuts in spending 
for veteran medical benefits was highlighted in the "Vet's Forum",
Volume 3, Number 1, Page 3, January /February 1989; Division of Veterans' 
Affairs, State of Alaska. See the attached copy of the referenced page.

The issue of veterans' benefits will become more important in future 
years as the large number of WW II veterans retire and move from private 
health care plans provided by employers. At the same time they are 
approaching the age where there will be a dramatic increase in the need 
for health care.

In rural Alaska there is a large group of veterans who do not have 
private health care. They depend upon the Indian Health Service (IHS) 
for health care. President Bush and Congress have also proposed 
substantial cuts in IHS as well.




