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B Y  T HE S E N A T E  S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E  ON
1 IN T HE H O U S E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  A N D  T O U R I S M

2 S E N A T E  CS F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 6 (ITT)

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 S u p p o r t i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of coal

5 m i n i n g  at W i s h b o n e  Hill.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

8 W H E R E A S  the e c o n o m i e s  of c o m m u n i t i e s  in S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  h a v e  b e e n

9 s l o w e d  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  d ue to a v a r i e t y  of  factors; a n d

10 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  coal r e s e r v e s  are t he g r e a t e s t  of any state, yet

11 r e m a i n  l a r g e l y  u n d e v e l o p e d  and u n t a pped; and

12 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  has long sought to e n c o u r a g e  t r a d e  w i t h  its n e i g h b o r s

13 o n  the P a c i f i c  Rim; and

14 W H E R E A S  I d e m i t s u  A l a s k a ,  Inc., the s u b s i d i a r y  of a l a r g e  J a p a n e s e

15 e n e r g y  firm, I d e m i t s u  K o san, Ltd., owns e i ght state coal l e ases i n  the

16 W i s h b o n e  H i l l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  has i m m e d i a t e  p l ans to m i n e  the coa l  and expo r t

17 it to Japan; and

18 W H E R E A S  the W i s h b o n e  H i l l  d i s t r i c t  has b e e n  the site of e x t e n s i v e  coal

19 m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  o v e r  the last 70 years; a n d

20 W H E R E A S  I d e m i t s u  A l a s k a ,  Inc., a n t i c i p a t e s  an e m p l o y m e n t  b a s e  of 180

21 f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w i t h  an  a n n u a l  p a y r o l l  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f or the

22 m i n e  itself; and

23 W H E R E A S  the S t a t e  of Alaska, the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B c r o u g h ,  the A l a s k a

24 R a i lroad, a n d  the City of S e w a r d  w o u l d  e a c h  b e n e f i t  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e

25 a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  f r o m  ro y a l t i e s ,  p r o p e r t y  taxes, i n d i r e c t  e f f e c t s  on  trans-

26 p o r t ation, a n d  t he o t h e r  s e r vices r e q u i r e d  by a n  o p e r a t i n g  m i n e ;  and

27 W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  is the p r i n c i p a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l ink fro m

28 W i s h b o n e  H i l l  to t i d e w a t e r ;  and

29 W H E R E A S  one of  the p u r p o s e s  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  is s u p p o r t  f o r  the

HCR006b -1 - SCS HCR 6 (ITT)



1 d e v e l o p m e n t  of A l a s k a ' s  n a t u r a l  resources; a nd

2 W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  E x p o r t  A u t h o r i t y  has

3 b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  in p r o m o t i n g  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  s i m i l a r  to the

A W i s h b o n e  Hill coal mine;

5 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that t he S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y

6 supports the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  A l a s k a ' s  n a t u r a l  re s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the coal

7 d e p o s i t s  at W i s h b o n e  Hill; a nd be it

8 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  that the state

9 a g e ncies w o r k i n g  on this p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a nd do t h e i r

10 u t most to take w h a t e v e r  p r u d e n t  a c t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  to b r i n g  t his p r o j e c t

11 into operation; and be it

12 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  is e n c o u r a g e d  to s u p p o r t  the

13 d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o a 1 m i n i n g  at W i s h b o n e  H i l l  to the g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  a l l o w e d  

1A u n d e r  the findings a n d  p u r p o s e s  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  Act; and

15 be it

16 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n c o u r a g e s  the

17 A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a nd Expo r t  A u t h o r i t y  to do e v e r y t h i n g  poss i -

18 bl e  to support and p r o m o t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of c oal m i n i n g  at W i s h b o n e  Hill.

19 COPI E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to M a r k  S. H i c k e y ,  commis-

20 s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a nd p u b l i c  fa c i l i t i e s ;  to L e n n i e  B o s t o n - G o r s u c h ,

21 c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o urces; to D e n n i s  D. Kels o ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

22 e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n ;  D o n  W. C o l l i n s w o r t h ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f ish and

23 game; and to F r a n k  T u r p i n ,  p r e s i d e n t  a nd c h i e f - e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of  the 

2A A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n .
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Rick Uehling, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee 
Senator Johne Binkley, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Rep. Cur£v'S^?ard, Co-Chair House Resources Committee

DATE: March 22, 1989

RE: HCR No. 6 - Supporting the development of coal mining at 
Wishbone Hill

I would like to request that the Senate Finance Committee hear 
House Concurrent Resolution No. 6 at the earliest possible 
date. Speedy passage is warranted in this case given that the 
Resolution has no fiscal impact and will send a strong message 
of support to the various state agencies which are currently 
handling administrative aspects of the project or will be 
integrally involved with the project over its anticipated 
12-15 year life.

Again, I would appreciate your prompt consideration of this 
very important resolution.


