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3Y THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

IN Tits HOUSE
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 46 

IS THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to a special interagency coor­

dinating committee on schools.

3E IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there are no root causes of inadequate school performance 

greater chan environmental and social handicaps, especially those that are 

the result of chronic poverty; and

WHEREAS environmental and social handicaps include chronic poverty, 

households where parents are unable to provide parental guidance, substance 

abuse, especially abuse of alcohol and illegal drugs, unplanned or unwanted 

teen pregnancy, and trauma from exposure to violent behavior, especially 

child abuse; and

WHEREAS a high incidence of school problems associated with these 

handicaps have been clearly identified; m d

WHEREAS without a coordinated, unified, long-term, and sustained 

effort on the part of the various people and agencies charged with the 

esponsibility to provide health, social, legal, educational, and voca­

tional services, there is iictle likelihood chat these school problems will 

be overcome; and

WHEREAS the knowledge to address these problems is available; and 

WHEREAS no single governmental agency possesses all the resources and 

all the professional knowledge to address these problems, especial!/ when 

considering the many regions and multicultural populations in the state; 

and

7711X3 EAS early intervention among children with environmental and 

social handicaps makes a difference when intervention is develooed and 
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carried oat a cooperative effort auong the various people, agencies, and 

discipline;? concerned with child care and schooling; and

Vl'lERSAS a positive correlation has been found between success iu 

schools and the extenc to which local populations and school personnel are 

involved in the planning and executing of school programs;

3S IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is 

respectfully requested to establish a special lutaragcv.cy coordinating 

coonictev? consisting of the eonoias loners ft on the Departments of Educa­

tion, Health and Social Services, Community and Regional Affairs, and 

Labor; and a dean from the University of Alaska who is responsible for 

teacher training, selected by the governor; -arid be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the 3 peci.1 l interagency coordinating committee 

is requester! to identify Che oost critical social and health barriers tu 

learning, to •istabiiah plans to overcome Caen, to be responsible for Imple­

mentation of the plun3, iad to Issue an annual report; -aid be it

FURTHER RESOLVED ch.it che special Interagency coordinating committee j

1 3  requested to issue its first annual report by the i5rh day of the First j

Session of the Seventeenth Alaska State Legislature.

.



JOINT COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL PERFORMANCE 

LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE:

HB 469, HB 470, and HCR 46

Last year, the legislature established the Joint Commit­

tee on School Performance on the grounds that there is wide­

spread public concern for the condition of school performance 

in Alaska.

As one means to fulfill its responsibility to maintain a 

system of public schools, the legislature instructed the joint 

committee to identify those subjects for priority legislative 

attention that would improve school performance.

The committee identified five major subjects calling for 

immediate legislative action. They include:

1. Having mandated state goals of education;

2. Establishing mandated measures of achievement;

3. Providing incentives for the improvement of school 

performance;

4. Coordinating health and family service programs 

related to school performance; and,

5. Addressing long term and immediate needs for 

coordinated early childhood and parenting education.

To implement these five recommendations, the joint 

committee introduced HB 469, HB 470, and HCR 46.



HCR 46 addresses the joint committee's fourth recommenda­

tion by creating a special interagency coordinating committee 

that:

—  would identify the most critical social and health 

barriers to learning;

—  would establish plans to overcome those barriers; and,

—  would take responsibility for implementing those 

plans.

* * * * * * * * *

Increasingly, Alaskans are becoming aware that there are 

unacceptable levels of educational achievement among a signif­

icant portion of Alaska youth. Not only are individual youth 

at risk, so too is society as a whole. Left uncorrected, the 

cost to the state will be immeasurable in unfulfilled human 

potential and millions of dollars spent on remedial programs 

that will never restore what has been lost.

Corrected now, the costs still will be high. Ignored, it 

will be many times costlier.

HB 469, HB 470, and HCR 46 represent three approaches the 

bipartisan Joint Committee on School Performance believes will 

improve the condition of school performance in Alaska.


