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DESCRIBE WHY THIS INCREMENT/DECREMENT IS NEEDED AND WHAT IT PURCHASES:

The need for Alaskans to understand the rest of the world and its 

languages is critical for economic and social development. Students 

need greater opportunities to develop proficiency in a foreign 

language. Learning a foreign language strengthens academic skills, 

enhances international economic competitiveness, helps develop informed 

citizens, stimulates an appreciation for our multicultural, pluralistic 

society and promotes world understanding.

In Alaska only 2.4% of all elementary students, 12% of all junior high 

and 26% of all high school students are enrolled in a foreign language 

program. The national percentage of student enrollments at the 

secondary level is 27-45%.

In school year 1988-89, Asian language programs were offered in 

eighteen elementary and secondary schools. Less than 1% of the total 
foreign language enrollments in Alaska were In Chinese, 13% in Japanese 

and 3% in Russian. These enrollments compare with 28% in French, 9% in 

German and 39% in Spanish..

There is a great need to assist school districts in the planning, 

development and evaluation of Asian language programs. Enrollments 

have increased by the following percentages from 1987 to 1989: Chinese 

+ 60%; Japanese + 24%; Russian + 91%.

Funding will provide;

An incentive grant program to school districts for beginning or
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improv. . j language programs in Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Russian or Tagalog; .

2
Personnel in the Department to carry out the Asian Language Grant Program. An Education Specialist II and Clerk III 
will perform the following functions!
. Provide training and technical assistance in program development requirements and application procedures;
. Provide and/or develop appropriate resource materials and program support;
. Review, approve and award grant proposals;
. Provide clerical support to carry out the above;

. Develop regulations and Requests for Proposals for the Asian Language Grant program.

Phone, postage, copying costs for the program 

Purchase of supplies

Purchase of word processing equipment compatible with Asian languages software 

2677, page 19
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FY - 91

ADDITIONAL BRU Education Proqram Support
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O r i g i r -.1 sponsor(s): REP. ELLIS, M.Davis, Ulmer, Brown

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 6 . (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Pacific Rim language study grant

fund."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to

(1) assist the public school system to provide Pacific Rim 

language study programs;

(2) encourage pupils in the study of Pacific Rim languages;

(3) promote growth in relations between the state and Pacific 

Rim nations.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.30 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 9. PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND.

Sec. 14.30.700. PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND. (a) The 

Pacific Rim language study grant fund is established. The fund con­

sists of legislative appropriations and public or private donations 

made for the purpose of the fund. The department may make grants from 

the fund to- eligible districts in the public school system for both 

written and spoken Pacific Rim language study programs in grades K-12.

(b) The department shall establish by regulation eligibility

criteria for receiving grants under this section. The department may 

not award a grant to a district of the public school system under this 

section for more than three consecutive fiscal years.

(c) In this section, "Pacific Rim languages" means Russian,

Tagalog, Chinese, Japanese, or Korean languages.
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March 13, 1990 

TO: Representatives R on  Larson and Lyman Hoffman,  Co-Chairs,  
Members, House F inance  Committee

Deedie Sorenson 
Region I Director

©903 Sunr.v Dr 
Juneau. Alaska 99801

RE: HB 6 and HB 7 "An a c t ...

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages passage o f  HB 6 and 7.
Beverly Goad
R̂egionit Director \ye support the concept o f  the addit ion of  foreign language study opportunities for  

copperceni«. Aiaika99573Alaska’s students. The geographic  location and trade relations o f  Alaska with
DeWayne Craig 
Region 111 Director

406 So Forest Dr • J-A 
Kenai. Alaska 99611

countries o f  the Pacif ic  R im  make our abi li ty  to communicate  with people o f  those 
nations a necessity i f  we arc to expand economic opportunity  and cultural  
exchange.

MyraFoage 
Region IV Director

Box 973
Nome. Alaska 99762
Marilyn Rosene 
Region IV Director 
Box 1170
Dith ogham Alaska 99576

Mike Warme 
Region iV Director 

PO Box 72
Noofxik. Alaska 99763

Part o f  foreign language study in high schools a lways involves  cultural study as 
well. It is clear that as a nat ion and state w e  are sadly lacking in even a basic 
understanding o f  the cultures o f  the Paci f ic  Rim nations. With more and more 
direct business and trade relations with Japan, Korea, and China we need, not only  
the abi l i ty to communicate  e ffe c t ive ly ,  but the knowledge o f  protocol,  tradition,  
and social  structure o f  those countries.

Claudia Douglas 
Region V Director
PO Box 74837 
Fairbanks Alaska 99707

It is important that we move  toward providing qual i ty  programs in Asian language  
in order to open a w in do w  o f  opportunity  for  our students and for  Alaska.

Gayle Harbo 
Region V Director

Box 80522
College. Aosta *9708
Loretta a Christie 
Region VI Director

2220 Yorkshire Lone 
Anchorage Alaska 99504

The  fund ing  for  this program as well  as others must be supplemental to full  
foundation funding.  Absent fu l l  funding  any categorical aid is l ikely to be used 
to f i l l  the gaps lef t by cuts father than move school districts forward in enhancing  
their p r o gra m -w hich  is the intent ion o f  this legislation.

NEA-Alaska encourages your support for  HB 6 and 7.

Don Hadley 
Region VI Director

3259 WesKan Dr 
Anchorage. Alaska 99508

Re/nb

Richard Kronbe.?
Region VI Director 

3511 Chmtak Bay Dr 
Anchorage. Alaska 99515

A
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t&v— ■"

Leona Mounds 
Region VI Director

581b Wtiidmg Wav 
Anchorage Alaska 99504

Don Oberg,  
President

Robert C. Manners  
Executive  Secretary

Pamela Reynolds 
Region VI Director
ISlOEIcadore Dr -135 
Anchorage. Alaska 99507
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Carolyn Tolaon 
Region VII Director

Box 8739.1.1 
VVasiQa. Alaska 99687
Hank Harrison 
Region R Director
Box 110325 S Station 
Anchorage Alaska 99511




