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BY REP. KOPONEN, Navarre, Ulmer, Grussendorf, Gruenberg

L IN THE HOUSE

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 482

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Alaska State Fire Commission;

7 and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 44.41.120(c) is amended to read:

10 (c) The commission shall meet annually and shall try to coordi-

11 nate its annual meeting with a meeting of the Alaska Fire Chiefs'

12 Association. The chair, the governor, or three members of the com-

13 mission may call a special meeting.

14 * Sec. 2. AS 44.66.010(a)(13) is amended to read:

15 (13) Alaska State Fire Commission -- June 30, 1994 [1990];

16 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

HB0482A -1- HB 482

sam
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H B  482 w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  u n t i l  
1994, r a t h e r  t h a n  a l l o w i n g  it to s u n s e t  t h i s  year. It does, 
h o w e v e r ,  a m e n d  A S  4 4 . 4 4 . 1 2 0  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  and i n c r e a s e  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  fire s e r v i c e s  in Alaska.

C h a p t e r  157, S L A  1980 e s t a b l i s h e d  a T a s k  F o r c e  on Fi r e  
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  to: 1) i d e n t i f y  fi r e  loss p r o b l e m s  in
A l a s k a ;  2) i d e n t i f y  a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  in f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s ;  3) r e c o m m e n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  to i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  system; and 4) p r o v i d e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  to a s s i s t  
a g e n c i e s  in m e e t i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  
w a s  to  s u b m i t  t h e i r  final r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and 
l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  J a n u a r y  1, 1983. T h i s  T a s k  F o r c e  w a s  not 
f u n d e d  f o r  t h e i r  t h i r d  y e a r  a n d  t e r m i n a t e d  J u n e  30, 1983.

A  s e c o n d  T a s k  F o r c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1984 w i t h  t h e  same 
o b j e c t i v e s  and g i v e n  120 d a y s  to f i n i s h  t h e i r  work. The 
s e c o n d  T a s k  F o r c e  i s s u e d  a r e p o r t  in December, 1984 d e t a i l i n g  
e i g h t  m a j o r  a r e a s  of concern: 1) f i r e  e d u c a t i o n  and p u b l i c
a w a r e n e s s ;  2) fire s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g ;  3) c a p i t a l  p r o j ects;
4) ar s o n ;  5) c o d e  e n f o r c e m e n t ;  6) e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ;  
7) w i l d l a n d s  fire p r o t e c t i o n ;  and 8) i n t e r a g e n c y  planning, 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  W i t h i n  t h e  la s t  c a t e g o r y  the 
T a s k  F o r c e  r e c o m m e n d e d  c r e a t i n g  a S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  as a 
b r o a d  b a s e d  p o l i c y  s e t t i n g  g r o u p  t o  p r o v i d e  d i r e c t i o n  and 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  of all the f i r e - r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s .

In 1986 t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Fi r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  (AS 
4 4 . 4 1 . 1 0 0 - . 130) to: 1) d e v e l o p  a s t a t e  m a s t e r  p l a n  for fire
p r e v e n t i o n  and p r o v i d e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  for f i r e - r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s ;  
2) e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c y  g u i d e l i n e s  for a g e n c i e s  w i t h  fire 
p r o t e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s ;  3) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  as n e c e s s a r y ;  4) 
m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for f i r e - r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s ;  and 5) r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and l e g i s l a t u r e  w h e n  req u e s t e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a 
f i s c a l  n o t e  of $ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f u n d e d  w i t h  the bill e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .  Due to t h e  r e v e n u e  s h o r t f a l l  d u r i n g  FY 87, 
G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  for the 
C o m m i s s i o n  b e  elimi n a t e d ,  a n d  the C o m m i s s i o n  d i d  not b e g i n  its 
a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  F i f t e e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  a t t e m p t e d  to f u n d  the l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h r o u g h  a s e p a r a t e  a c c o u n t  i n t o  w h i c h  a t a x  on fire i n s u r a n c e  
p r e m i u m s  w o u l d  be  deposited. A l t h o u g h  t h i s  d e v i c e  is u s e d  in 
m o s t  o t h e r  states, it was not a c c e p t a b l e  t o  the A l a s k a  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p r o v i d i n g  d i r e c t i o n  
a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of f i r e - r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s  w a s  n o t  a d d ressed.



H B  482 c u t s  the n u m b e r  of r e q u i r e d  m e e t i n g s  t o  o n e  a y e a r  
( a l t h o u g h  o t h e r s  m a y  be  c a l l e d  in e m e r g e n c y ) . T h a t  m e e t i n g  is 
to  be c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  Fire 
C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T y p ically, t h e  A l a s k a  F i r e  F i g h t e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  F i r e  Insurers, t h e  I n s u r a n c e  S e r v i c e s  
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  fire 
s e r v i c e s  ^ n d  b u i l d i n g  codes, a n d  etc. all m e e t  a t  t h e  sa m e  
t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  o r  a t t e n d  one or  a n o t h e r  of t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  
m e e t i n g s .  All m e m b e r s  of the p r o p o s e d  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  
t h e r e f o r e  b e  at t h e  j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e .  T e s t i m o n y  on p o l i c y  
g u i d e l i n e s  for fire p r o t e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
t h e  s t a t e  fire p r o t e c t i o n  m a s t e r  p l a n  a n d  a l l  m a t t e r s  f a l l i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e  p u r v i e w  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c a n  b e  t a k e n  up  at t h a t  
time. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  can h a v e  a s h o r t  m e e t i n g  at  t h e  c l o s e  of 
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  to  m a k e  n e e d e d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .

F r o m  t h o s e  p r o c e edings, t h e  s i n g l e  s t a f f  m e m b e r  of t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n  can, u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  
Ma r s h a l l ,  p r e p a r e  t h e  n e e d e d  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and the 
l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h a t  sa m e  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t ,  will, d u r i n g  the 
year, m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  f i r e  a n d  r e s c u e  s e r v i c e s  
s t a t e w i d e .  I n t e r i m  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  b o a r d  for t h e  p u r p o s e  of 
d i s c u s s i n g  r e g u lations, b u d g e t  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  c a n  b e  h e l d  
by  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  a n d / o r  c o m p u t e r  ne t w o r k ,  a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  
e x p e n s e  a n d  t i m e  of travel.



R E S O L U T I O N  8 9 - 3

TITLEi S u p p o r t  -funding o-f A l a s k a  S t a t *  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  •

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b y  law, e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  not b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  by 
the G o v e r n o r ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  the -funding o-f t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
D e o a r t m e n t  o-f P u b l i c  Safe,^y.,,̂ a n r l . ---

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i \  due to "sunsety'^on J u n e  30, 1990, yet t h e
i‘1-- ''“mffiission c o n t d n i —     1v \  !  1

’/ Ass

n e e d  -for t h e  w o r k  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n t d q u e s  to g r o w ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Fire.f i a h t e r s ’j A 
F i r e  C h i e f s ’ f^ssociatian h a v e  f o r  „ y g y  8 0
f u n d i n o  of thi

s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a
and 

c a r r y
h a v e  for^gar* u r g e d  the apD^iintment and 
te R > r e  C o m m i s s i o n  s o  t h a t  i't Seould ca r r

S 'f's  ,^ -V i 1‘Al a s k a  S t a t e  .  ̂   .___ __
out its m i s s i o n .  S  V > " S\

/  ‘ v- —
T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  ~ — -----
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t  f o r - f u n d i n g  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n *  and
---------------w . . ,  *3* --------- , - i  t he

;an b e c o m e  a

R e c o m m e n d a t i

A d o p t i o n !  Pasj

/ RESOLWEGT, ,^th-at the.^Alaska S t a t e  Fi ref i^ghters' 
t h e  A1 asl<a 'Fire.fic'hief^ A s s o c i a t i o n  r e a f f i r m s  
u n d i n g  the jAlasjca S t a t e  F i r e  Commission'; 

r e s D e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h e .Legis i a t u r e /to a p p r o p r i a t e  to' 
D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;  fundi ng:’Boothe.--Commi ssi on* c j i  
r e a l i t y .  j J k  V V  I f

i0 n “‘
 V

W i l l i a m  S l i g h t e r ,  P r e s i d e n t ^ ^ A l a s k a  F i r e

t h e i r

e f s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n

N i k e " T a a a b a n , P r e s i d e n t ,  <Alaska S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s’ A s s o c i a t i o n

S u b m i t t e d  b y  R e s o l u t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e

D i s t r i b u t i o n !  G o v e r n o r  C o w D e r

G o v e r n o r ’s S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  - P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
Legi s l a t u r e

A S F A  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  G e o r g e
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STATE OF ALASKA 

1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST:

BILL VERSION: HB 482
PUBLISH DATE: ___________

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: _________________________
Title: An act relating to the Alaska
State Fire Commission._________________
Sponsor: Representative Koponen
Requestor: House State Affairs

Agency Affected: Public Safety
BRU: Commissioner's Office______

Component: __________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation not Included)

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

99.8 103.4 107.1 111.0 115.0 119.1

43.4 43.4 43.4 43.4 43.4 43.4

25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0

1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

13.5

TOTAL OPERATING 183.3 173.4 177.1 181.0 185.0 189.1

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

| REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS • 

OTHER/PROG RCPT 

TOTAL

183.3 173.4 177.1 181.0 185.0 189.1

. 1
183.3 173.4 177.1 181.0 185.0 189.1

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

2 2 2 2 2 2

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

A&  iQ(£repared by: -Gordon E. Brunton ___________ Phone: 465-4331
H ^ P l D I  vision: _F1 re Prevention /  ̂   Date: 2/26/90

Approved by Commissioner:^ - ^ - V ^ X A r t h u r  English Date:

Eublic SafelyAgency: _Depar t m e n t  of Public Safety Paoe 1 of 4



ANALYSIS!
The members of the Alaska State Fire Commission will be 
appointed early in FY 91. The Commission will be housed in the 
Department of Public Safety which will provide administrative 
support.

ASSUUEIIQNSi

Equipment purchases in FY 91 are a one-time expense. Personal 
Services increases are 3.62 merit pay.

CQdEUIAIIQNSl

Personal Services - Administrative Officer III $62.8
Administrative Asst. I 37.0

$99.8

Travel - Commission Meetings, includes 9 members 
and 5 ex-officio members; 4 meetings 
at $600 per person (travel & per diem)

Staff travel for conferences, other 
meetings; 4 trips at $600 each

Field travel for research, hearings;
10 trips at $500 each

Contractual - Communications
Printing & advertising 
Subscript ions

Supplies - $250/position = 0 . 5
Misc. office supplies = 1.1

Equipment - Office furniture, filing cabinet, 
microcomputer/printer w/ software

36.0

2.4

5.0

8.6
16.0
0.4

$43.4

$25.0

$1.6

$13.5



FY 91REQUEST FOR 

HEW POSITION

AGENCY
BRU

COMPONENT

Department of Public Safety

Commissi oner's O ffice Revised Date

Position T i t le  . .  . . . . .  ^  Admimstrative O ffice r J I L No. o f positions Range/S^pA Bar3- GGU
Time SJjj^us S ta f f  Months Location ,Anchorage Election D is t r ic t

Ju s t i f ica t ion
Type o f  Expenditure Amount

1 2 3
Salary* $45,744 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
Benefits* 17,060 ///////////////////
Premium Pay (Included in Above) ////////////////// ///////////////////
Other ////////////////// ///////////////////

Total Personal Services ////////////////// $62,804
Travel 3,700
Contractual 25,000
Commodities 800
Equipment 10,000
Other

Total Cost 102,304

Personal Services Salary and Benefits Costs are from PACS.

This position w i l l  administer the Alaska State Fire Commission. 
Will recommend po licy and operational guidelines developed by 
the Commission re la t iv e  to a l l  State agencies with f i r e  
protection re spons ib i l i t ie s .  Provide l ia s io n  between the 
Commission and Federal, State and loca l governments and the 
private sector.

Funding Source f o r  Total Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 102,304
Program Receipts/GF 1005
I-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other



Range/StepAdministrative Assistant I
Location Election

Anchorage

, Unit

ict

Justification

Type o f  Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary" $24,864 ///////////////////
Benefits* 12,087 ///////////////////
Premium Pay (Included in Above) ////////////////// ///////////////////
Other ////////////////// / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

Total Personal Services / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / $36,951
Travel 3,700
Contractual ; -0 -
Commodities 800
Equipment 3,500
Other

Total Cost 44,951 l

Funding Source f o r  Total Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 44,951
Program Receipts/GF 1005
I-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

This position w il l provide research and c le r ic a l  support fo r  
the Alaska State Fire Commission.

Personal Services Salary and Benefits Costs are from PACS.

REQUEST FOR 

HEW POSITION

AGENCY
BRU

COMPONENT

Department o f  Public Safety
Commissioner's O ffice Revised Date

FY 91




