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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

1990 FURTHER RE FE RRALS

Date of C om mittee Action:

T he FINANCE Committee considered: H B  385

H OU SE  BI LL  NO. 385 VETERANS' B URIAL AL LO W AN CE  EL IG IB I L I T Y

"An Act r elating to elig ib il it y for veterans' b ur ia l a llowance."
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I STATE OF ALASKA 1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION £ ( s '  BELL VERSION: CSHB 385 (SA) PUBLISH DATE: HOUSE 2/7/90
REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
n . . _ February 5, 1S90Revision Date:_________J

Title An Act relating to eligibility
for veterans burial allowance.
Sponsor: Rep. Hudson
Requestor: House State Affairs ~

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (ThousandsofDollais)

EMVAAgency Affected:
RRtl- Veterans Affairs

Components ^
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUALSUPPLIESEQUIPMENTLAND & STRUCTURESGRANTS. CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUSTOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL

REVENUEFUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)GENERAL FUND FEDERAL FUNDS OTHER TOTALP O S IT IO N S :FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARYA N A LY SIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The additional death gratuities paid to survivors of the additional 
qualified veterans created by this bill are projected to be negligible 
based on past experience. This negligible increase in death gratuities 
will be absorbed within the existing budget for this ccsnponent.

Prepared KyJeff Morrison, Director
Division ;• Administrative & Support Services, EMVA

Phone^ 5 -4 6 p p ,^ 2 /05/90.
Approved by JohA S c h a e ffe r_________  .
Agency. Departanent o f  M i l i t a r y  & V ete rans A f f a i r s
Distribution (by preparer) :Legislative Finance Legislative Sponsor Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
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O f f e r e d :  2 / 7 / 9 0
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e
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Original sponsor(s)) REP. HUDSON, Gruenberg
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IN  T H E  H O USE B Y  T H E  S T A T E  A F F A IR S  C O M M ITTEE 

CS FO R  HO USE B I L L  NO. 3 8 5  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F A LA S K A  

S IX T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S IO N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n s ’ d e a t h

g r a t u i t i e s . "

8 B E  I T  EN A C TED  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  2 6 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ( a )  i s  am en d ed  t o  r e a d :

( a )  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s ’ A f f a i r s  s h a l l  p a y ,

u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a  d e a t h  g r a t u i t y  i n  t h e  am o u n t o f  $ 7 5 0  t o  t h e  s u r ­

v i v i n g  s p o u s e  o f  a  q u a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n  [W HOSE B U R IA L  IN  T H E  S T A T E  O CCURS 

ON OR A F T E R  MAY 1 3 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  AN D ] who w a s  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h e

t im e  o f  d e a t h .  I f  t h e  v e t e r a n  h a s  n o  s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e ,  t h e  g r a t u i t y

s h a l l  b e  p a id  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n .  A  v e t e r ­

a n  i s  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  t h i s ,  s u b s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  v e t e r a n ' s  b u r i a l  o c c u r r e d

( 1 )  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o n  o r  a f t e r  M ay 1 3 .  1 9 8 4 ;  o r

( 2 )  e l s e w h e r e  o n  o r  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  A c t ,

HB0385B -1 - CSHB 3 85(SA)

; v;.. ’



S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY 
AN D  VETER ANS AFFAIRS

F R O N T IE R  BUILDING 
S U IT E  6 2 0
3601 C  ST R E ET
A N C H O R A G E  ALASKA 9 9 5 0 3  59B9

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL P H O N E  |9 0 T | 2 4 3  0656 
A UTC V O N  6 2 6  14 4 4

(907) 249-1565

A u g u s t  4, 1989

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Bill Huds o n 
P.O. B ox V
Juneau, A K  99811-0101 

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hudson,

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  letter of J u l y  7th c on ce r n i n g  an amendment 
t o  AS 26.10.080, the Death Grat ui ty  Program.

In FY88 w e  pai d 304 claims for a total of $ 2 2 8 . 0 0 0 . In FY89
t h e  n u m b e r  w a s  360 for an expen di t ur e of $270,000. According to
o u r  records, th er e has been only one c la im  last year denied 
b e c a u s e  t h e  s ur v ivors p l a n ne d an out of state The statute
is p r e t t y  c l e a r  on that issue and m o s t  applic an ts / su rv iv or s appear 
t o  k n o w  t h e  r e q ui r em en ts  b e f or e su b mi t t i n g  t he ir  claim. It's hard 
t o  p r e d i c t  w h a t  sort of fiscal impact y o u r  a me ndment w ould have, 
b u t  I a n t i c i p a t e  not too great.

T h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  wit h the Death G r a t ui t y Program is that 
p e o p l e  in rural A la sk a are no t m a k i n g  claims. Ac co r d i n g  to our 
r e c e n t  analysis, out of 304 app li ca ti on s  in 1988, only twelve were 
r e c e i v e d  from the areas of the N o r t h  Slope Borough, Northwest 
A r c t i c  Borough, Berin g Straits, W e s t e r n  Alaska, Bristol Bay and
t he A l e u t i a n  Chain.

W e ' r e  t a k i n g  steps in the D i v i si on  of V e t e ra ns  Affairs to 
i m p ro ve  o u r  o ut re a ch /i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  in hopes of striking a 
b e t t e r  b a l a n c e  of applicants. I e x p ec t the o utreach effort will 
h a v e  a n o t i c e a b l e  impact.

If I c a n  b e  of further assistance, p le a se  let m e  know.

Sincerely,

M p j o r  General 
A l as ka  Na tional G ua rd  
T he A d j u t a n t  General

J W S / h a h
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REPRESENTATIVE BILL HUDSON COMMITTEES:

P.O. BOX V 
Juneau . A la s ka 

9 9 8 1 1
( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 7 4 - 4  o r  4 9 9 1

Tansponailon 
Resources 

Foreign Trade

FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEES 
DOT/PF 
C&RA

J u l y  7, 1989

M a j o r  General Joh n  W. Sch a e f f e r 

T he A d j u t a n t  General 

C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  and 

V e t e r a n  Affa i r s  

3601 "C" Street, Suite 620

:o AS 2 6 . 1 0 . 08 0  Death G r a t u i t y and w ould 

, . p r i o r to filing.

S p e c i f i c a l l y  John, I have been appro a ch e d  by several veterans asking 

t hat v/e e l i m i n a t e  the r e q u i r e m e n t that burial be in the state for a 

s u r v i v i n g  spouse to receive the $750 allowance.

T his seems r e as o n a b l e  beca u s e  the original p u r p o s e o f  the al l o w a nc e  was 

to p r ov i d e  some re l i e f to n ext of kin and was to h o n o r  veterans.

Bef or e  I file this change, I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  analysis of its 

effect. For e x am p l e  h o w  m a n y  claims are paid a n n u a l l y  and ho w  m a n y  are 

t u r n e d  down beca u s e  the d ec eased wa s  not b u ri e d  in A l a s k a?

Y o u r  c a n d i d  o p i n i o n  will also  be appreciated.

BH/klc

REPRESENTING
^  ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY
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REPRESENTATIVE BILL HUDSON
P.O. BOX V 

Juneau . A la s ka 
9 9 8 1 1
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F e b r u a r y  6, 1990

COMMITTEES:

TVansponaiion 
Resources 

Foreign Unde

FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEES 
DOT/PF 
C&RA

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lyman Hoffm an  
and
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o n  La rson 
C o -C ha ir m en
House F i n a n c e  C om mittee 
A la sk a S t a t e  Legisl at u re  
Juneau, A l a s k a

De ar  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H o f f m a n  a nd Larson:

CSHB 385, r e l a t i n g  to e li gibility for veterans' d e a t h  gratuity 
a l l o w an c e w a s  a d o pt ed  by the House State A f f ai rs  Committee on 
F e b r ua ry  6. The  b i l l' s  nex t committee of ref er ra l  is the 
House F i n a n c e  Committee.

This bil l seeks to e li mi na te  the re quirement tha t an Alaskan 
v e t e r a n  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  b u r i e d  in Alaska. Several veterans have 
e x p r es se d  to me the fact that it is bec o mi ng  h a r d e r  t o  find 
burial space in veterans' plots. M a n y  families h a v e  family 
plots a n d  w i s h  t o  p l a c e  t h ei r d eceased A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  in 
those f amily plots.

I feel t he inte nt  of the State of A l a sk a 's  p a y i n g  a death 
g r a t u i t y  in the a m o un t of $750 is t o  assist the d e c e as ed  
v e t e r a n ' s  fami ly  and to h o n o r  the dec ea se d for h a v i n g  served 
in the U n i t e d  States military.

W h er e an A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  is buried r e al ly  shoul d  be u p  to the 
family, and n o t  b e  cond i ti on ed  u p o n  state policy. Th e burial 
of an A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  in anot he r state does not d i m i n i s h  the 
fact t h a t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  served in the m i l i t a r y  or was an Alaska 
res i de nt  at t h e  time of death.

This le g is l a t i o n  has a zero fiscal note, and the enclosed 
letter from J o h n  W. Schaeffer, M a j o r  General A l a s k a  National 
Guard, T h e  A d j u t a n t  General, points out this le gi s l a t i o n  will 
ha v e v e r y  little, if any, fiscal impact.

HB 385 ha s t h e  sup po rt  of the Ve te ra ns  of F o r e i g n  Wars. A  
copy of t h e i r  letter is also enclosed.

REPRESENTING 
^  ALASKA’S CAPITAL CITY 
W



Repre s en ta ti ve s H o f fm a n and Larson 
F e b r ua ry  6, 1990 
Re: HB 385
Page Two

Y ou r favorable d e c is io n to place this bill on the H ou s e 
Finance C o mm ittee agenda at the earliest pos s ib le  da t e will be 
v e r y  m u c h  appreciated.

BH:lh

Enclosures




