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Original s p o n s o r ( s ) : REP. KOPONEN, Boyer, Ulmer

IN THE HOUSE B Y  THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS F O R  H OUSE BILL NO. 282 (Finance)

IN THE LE GI S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

SI XT EE NT H L E GI S LA TU RE  - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act r elating to cooper a ti on  b e t w e e n  school d i s­

tricts for educational a nd administrative services 

and to the employment of chief school a d m i n i s t r a­

tors."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.14.110(a) is amended to read:

(a) W h e n  n e c e s s a r y  to provide m o r e  efficient or mor e economical 

educational services, a district m a y  cooperate or the department may  

require a district to cooperate w i t h  other districts, state-operated 

schools, or the B u re au  of Indian Affairs in p r o v id in g  educational or 

a dm inistrative services [OR IN EST AB LI SH I NG  BOAR DI N G AND TUITION

ARRANGEMENTS, A R R A NG EM EN TS  F O R  THE EXCHANGE OF PUPILS O R  TEACHERS, OR 

O T HE R SIMI L AR  ARRANGEMENTS]. However, if a cooperative arrangement 

requires pupils to live away from their us ua l homes, the school board 

shall provide classes w i t h i n  the attendance area w h e n  there are at 

least eight c hildren eligible to a ttend eleme nt ar y and secondary 

school in the attendance area. In this subsection

(1) " ad mi nistrative services" includes supervisory, m a i n t e­

nance, purchasing, or other services that are r e q u ir ed  for unified 

administration; and

(2) "educational services" includes boa rd in g an d tuition 

arrangements, pupil or teacher exchanges, special education services.

or curriculum development.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.14.110 is amended b y  adding a n e w  s ubsection to read:
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(d) The department shall a n n u a l l y  report to the legislature on 

the cooperative arrangements entered into u nd er  (a) of this section, 

and shall include in the report the es ti m a t e d  cost savings resulting 

from the cooperative arrangements.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.14.130(a) is amen d ed  to read:

(a) Eac h school bo ar d  shall select and employ a qu alified person

as the chief school administrator for the district. In this s ub se c­

tion, "employ" includes employment by contract.

* Sec. 4. AS 14.14.130 is amended by adding a n e w  subsection to read:

(d) This section does n ot pro hi bi t two or m o r e  school districts

from sharing the services of a chief school administrator.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  N iilo  K o p o n e n

Pouch V  House District 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8172

SPONSOR STATEMENT
A s  s t a t e  f i n a n c e s  g ro w  t i g h t e r  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  e x p e n s e s  g ro w  l e s s  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  t h e  e c o n o m ic  d o w n s id e  o f  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  a p p e a r s .  We h a v e  c r e a t e d  55 s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  e a c h  w it h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c r e a t e  a n  e n t i r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e r , p u r c h a s i n g ,  e t c .  I n  s m a l l  d i s t r i c t s  s u c h  e x p e n d i t u r e s  c a n  a b s o r o  o v e r  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  b u d g e t ,  l e a v i n g  l e s s  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  c la s s r o o m  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  p u p i l s  f o r  whom we h a v e  c r e a t e d  t h e  s c h o o l s  an d  t h e  F o u n d a t io n  F u n d in g  P r o g r a m .O t h e r  s t a t e s ,  f a c e d  w it h  t h e  sam e p r o b le m , h a v e  t r i e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o l u t i o n s .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  p r e s e r v e s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  p o w e rs  o f  e a c h  l o c a l l y  e l e c t e d  s c h o o l  b o a r d , b u t  p e r m i t s  th em  t o  v o l u n t a r i l y  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  g i v e n  s e r v i c e  o r  s e r v i c e s  b o t h  _o  s a v e  m oney o r  t o  o r g a n i z e  p r o g r a m s  no o n e  s m a l l  d i s t r i c t  c a n  p r o v i d e  a l o n e .  I n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  c a l l e d  " U n io n  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t " ,  " C o o p e r a t i n g  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s " ,  " B o a r d s  o f  C o o p e r a t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s " ,  e t c .  an d  r u n  t h e  g a m b it  fro m  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  j o i n t l y  h i r e  a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  t o  j o i n t  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s i n g l e  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  b i l l  i s  d r a f t e d  t o  a f f o r d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  A l a s k a ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r e j u d g i n g  t h e  a r e a s  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  m ay c h o o s e  t o  d e v e lo p  j o i n t  p r o g r a m s .




