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HB 188 - Numberof Superior Courtjudges

Personal Services:

Position Title

Superior CourtlJudge, Kenai
PET, 12 months $

Law Clerk I, Kenai
PFET, 12 months, range 13D

In-CourtClerk, Kenai
PFET, 12 months, range 124

Secretary I, Kenai
PET, L2 months, range 124

Magistrate V., Homer
PFET, 12 months

Total Personal Servi

Adjustmentsto Personal Services Costs:

Elim ination of PP T protempore judge and PPT secretary in Kenai (1)

Elimination of PFT district courtjudge in Homer

Salary

82,716

314176

26.604

26.604

46,992

(es

Benefits

$55,710

15,591

Total Reduction of Personal Services

Net Personal Service
Equipment: (forlaw Clerk position, one-time cost)
Desk, chair, typewriter, statutes, rules of court

Total Cost (firstyear- implementation atmid year)

Total Cost (on-going)

@ Calaulation of Basting Funding:

FY 82 - Origiral fuding (Free Conference Cammittee)
FY 83 -5% salary Increese
FY 85 -5% salary Incresse (funded at 80% of actual)

§

Amount

$7,200
2,900
2,400

Total

$138 4126

43,673

31.736

J7.736

62,583

320,154

62,500
120,784

183,284

136,870

1,962

$70,397

$136,870

Total

$67,200
60,100
62,500
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This legislation would <create an additional full-time
superior court jJjudge and support staff in Kenai. The new
positions will replace a 6-month pro tempore superior court
judge and related part-time secretary.

The accompanying Tfiscal note is a revision of the court"s
first note on this legislation. During the analysis of this
bill, the district court judge in Homer announced his
resignation. In light of the resignation, the court under—
took a more comprehensive analysis of caseloads on the
entire Kenai peninsula for both _he superior and district
courts.

Among the proposals reviewed were the possibility of up—
grading the judicial position in Homer to the superior court
level. Under this staffing plan, the Homer judge would have
served both the Homer and Kenai courts. However, superior
court filings in Homer and the cost of travel between the
courts did not support this proposal.

The other major proposal reduced the judicial position in
Homer to the magistrate level and created a superior court
judge in Kenai. This proposal was selected as the most
appropriate for the caseloads and for cost effectiveness.

As a result of this analysis, the court hasl”revised the
fiscal note to incorporate the cost savings of the reduction
of the Homer district court position to the magistrate
level.
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CONJINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No.-118 188

HB 188 adds one additional superior court judge at Kenai, Alaska. With
this addition Kenai would have two superior court judges and one acting
district court judge. While there would be no immediate fiscal impact on
the Kenai Public Defender office, it is expected the numbers of criminal
prosecutions would go up with a commensurate caseload increase at the
Public Defender Agency. We would be taking a "wait and see" approach to
any fiscal impact of this bill on the Public Defender Agency.
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HB 188 adds one additional superior court judge at Kenai, Alaska.
With this addition Kenai would have two superior court judges and
one acting district court judge. While there would be no immediate
fiscal impact on the Office of Public Advocacy, it is expected

the numbers of criminal prosecutions would go up with a
commensurate caseload increase to OPA"s Kenai contractor. We

would be taking a "wait and see"™ approach to any fiscal impact

of this bill on the Office of Public Advocacy.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 188
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act increasing the number of superior court
judges designated for the Third Judicial District to
provide an additional superior court judge at Kenai;
and providing for an effective date."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. INTENT. It is the intent of the legislature that the
additional superior court judge authorized by this Act be assigned to
Kenai.

* Sec. 2. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.120. NUMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists
of 30 [29] judges, five of whom shall be judges in the first judicial
district, three of whom shall be judges in the second judicial dis-
trict, 17 [16] of whom shall be judges in the third judicial district,
and five of whom shall be judges in the fourth judicial district. At
the time of submitting the names of nominees to the governor to fill a
vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall also
designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1989.

HBO188A -1- HB 188



HB 188 -Additional Superior CourtlJudge atKenai

JustificationSummary
Representative Mike Navarre

aFY88,the KenaiCourt:

*e had the highestnumberoffilingsperjudge in the state, 3925 (Palmer3251;
Anchorage 2382; Valdez 3995)

experienced a 26% jump in trial activity
experienced inordinate delaysin routine matters
*massigned all civil trials to visitingjudges
spentalmostasmuchonpart-time and visitingjudgesasa full-timejudge costs:

Ken*l Superior Court
Full-Um* v. Part-timo eoats

In 1038
£133,240
£140,000
ﬂm(m £104,030
£100,000
£0000
A000
£40,000 832,334
m(ID £14,37*
£2,457
30
Lelerks'  2.vtelung  3.ylaltihg 4. Haneon ~ R.HanaCn 1-8 Full Tim *
travel fudge* fudge®  retirement protem combined Judge Coet
coele wage*

Kenai'sretired judge,JamesHanson, isbudgeted toworkprotem 2 weeksamonthbutfrequently
worksanotherlor2 weeks. In 1988 heworked 161 days, whichis 75% ofwhata full-timejudge
works. BesidesJudge Henson's pro tem work, otherjudges travelled toKenai. Hanson plansto

retire completelyattheendof June. Thiswillleaveasinglejudge withtheworkofalmosttwo
judges (see graph below).

. |}
Kenai Superior dOUFi L
Judge Daya, 1883

Vlelting fudge*
Ju<*9« Hanson
Hanron Artaltora combined

Full timo fudQO

FY 85 *FY B8 the courtexperienced a348% increasein children'smattersfilings, the highestin the
state.

In 1986, the Alaska Bar Associationunanimously recommendedan additional SuperiorCourtJudge
for Palmer and Kenai.
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