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April 26i 1990

Testimony of Charles Bettioworth, Chairman
Local Boundary Commission

To: House Standing Committee on Community and
Regional Affairs
Chairman Eileen MaclLean

I"d like to first thank you for the opportunity to provide
my comments regarding Senate Bill 11 "An Act Authorizing Compen-
sation for Members of the Local Boundary Commission'.

The Commission supports this legislation for the following
reasons:

The duties and responsibilities of the Commission have 1In-
creased since the creation of the Local Boundary Commission 33
years ago. At that time, there were only 30 Municipal govern-
ments in the State and today there are 163 Boroughs and Cities.

The Commission, at the time of its creation, met a few times
a year. Presently, we meet 15-20 times a year - often In remote
communities under hazardous weather conditions.

The additional number of meetings do not account for the
additional demands placed upon the Commission. Procedures which

were simple years ago have become increasingly complex. With
revisions adopted last year, Local Boundary Commission regula-
tions make up more than 50 pages of the State code. Actions

which used to be processed iIn 60 days, now may take as long as 9
months.

All of this means that substantially more time is required
for Local Boundary Commission members to appropriately act on
issues before it.

As an example of the increased workload which the Commission
iIs currently enduring, we have recently completed evaluations of
the various petitions for incorporation of the region north of
Matanuska-Susitna and south of Fairbanks North Star Borough
(Matanuska-Susitna Borough Annexation petition, Denalt Borough
Incorporation Petition, and the Valley®s Borough Incorporation
Petition). The Commission reviewed over 700 pages of documents.
These documents included the original petitions, the Departmental
reports and draft reports and hearing supplements. Additional-
ly, the Commission held 6 sets of hearings in 6 communities over
the period of four days. Finally, on a separate weekend, con-
ducted a decisional meeting In Hcaly. We are looking at similar
levels of activity for petitions submitted by the Fairbanks North
Star Borough and the City and Borough of Juneau, all of wjiich
require acticn this year.
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The Local Boundary Commission is a quasi-judicial commis-

sion, Tha 1ssues before i1t arc often controversial, over the
years the decisions of the Commission have been challenged 1In
court. Ac an example, the Alaska Supreme Court has rendered 9
decisions regarding the actions of the Commission. It Is incum-

bent upon the Commission to act with care and thoroughnecc.

The Local Boundary Commission, along with the University of
Alaska Board of regents, iIs the only constitutionally-mandated
State commission. Our duties and responsibilities are commensu-
rate with those of many of the other State boards and commission
which are compensated, it seems only appropriate that the Local
Boundary Commission be compensated.

Finally, the impact of this bill isminimal. The current
fiscal note attached provides for $150/day per member for an
estimated 25 meetings a year, equaling $18,750 annual appropria-
tion.

We very stronly urge you to approveSenate Bill 11 and we
thank you for your consideration.

Charles Bettisworth
Chai rman
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