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POSITION PAPER

RE: Rouse Joint Resolution 38
SPONSOR: Representative Hoffinan
Program Effects of Resolution

There would be no major effects on the Department of Community
and Regional Affairs from this Resolution.

Comments

The Department strongly supports this Resolution. The federal
funding sought by this resolution are 1iImportant to residents
throughout rural Alaska.

The level of funding requested by the Resolution 1is a 1988
maintenance level allocation of federal funding by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development to the regional
housing authorities for construction of decent, safe and
sanitary housing for Alaska"s rural residents.

The effects of not having federal HUD funding for housing
construction by the regional housing authorities would be

devastating. There is no other program available for
low-income housing to rural residents such as provided by the
HUD funding to regional housing authorities. The number of

people living 1In substandard housing throughout rural Alaska
would 1increase through deterioration of existing housing and
population increase.

A 1988 rural housing study completed by the Department of
Community and Regional Affairs documented a current need for

6,740 units of new housing Tfor rural Alaska. The U.S.
Department of HUD will wuse the results of this survey in
determining the funding allocations to Alaska. The State of

Alaska has continued 1i1ts commitment to reduce the number of
families living 1In substandard, overcrowded, unsanitary housing
by providing funding for water and sewer, roads, and electrical
distribution TfTacilities to the majority of houses constructed
by HUD funding even during times of reduced state revenues.
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The Department of Community and Regional Affairs has been very
active in rural housing 1issues and will continue cooperative
efforts with federal agencies in encouraging legislation to
improve the



.dSOCIATION OF ALASKA HOUSING AUTHORITIES

April 4, 1989
House DCRA Committee
RE; Joint Resolution 038 Testimony

The Joint Resolution before your committee is very important to the
Low Income needs of the STATE OF ALASKA.

Presently in the Federal budget no funding is provided for the Indian
Housing program. This program 1ia moat greva_lent in Rural Alaska und in
normal fundm? cycles brings some 25 to 50 million dollars into the State
in the form of moneys for New Construction and Rehabilitation funds.

The importance of the State of Alaska sending such a message as
contained in the resolution to Washington D.C. on ‘this issue cannot be
over emphasized.

~ The State of Alaska has participated in Leveraging these federal funds
in past and this philosophy 'is very consistent with the present
adm inistrations philosophy.

The State also has initiated and created the Rural needs assessment
study showmg[ a need for over 6,700 units in the Remote Rural areua of
our State. The study was created at the States own expense to enhance
these federal efforts. We believe it's appropriate and necessary given
this past State involvement that the 1989 Legislature follow with the
reminder of its commitment and inform the Federal Government of its
continued concern regarding this program.

Mike Shuler
President
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