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CITY OF SEWARD •  Main Office <9071 224-3331

•  Police 19071 224-3338

•  H arbor i9071 224-1138

•  Fire '9071 224-1443

•  T elecop ier *^07> 224-1248

: f  *VARD, ALASKA 4% 64

February 12, 1389

THE HONORABLE BETTE CATO
ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PO Box V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Bette:

I am hoping that you can solve a minor problem for municipal 
clerks throuahout the state.

Most clerks nave Cede or Charter provisions requiring that 
they attest to the Manager's or Mayor's signature on all con­
tracts, deeds, piats and other official city documents. Many 
of these same documents then have to be recorded with the 
District Recorder's Office.

The Recorder's Office requires that all documents recorded be 
signed and the signature notarised or witnessed. AS 09.63.010 
lists the officials who may witness documents for recordation. 
Since "municipal clerk" is not one of the designated witnesses, 
the Recorder's Office will not accept the Clerk's attestation 
as a valid witness. In fact, since the Clerk's signature ap­
pears on the document, both the Manager or Mayor and the Clerk 
must have their signatures notarized before a document can be 
recorded.

This extra step often involves adding another sheet of paper 
to the document which must be recorded, th(Ls adding extra re­
cording costs as well as extra time and aggravation to what should 
be a very simple task.

I have talked to representatives from the four districts and 
nave been assured that if "municipal clerk" is added to the 
designated witnesses in AS 09.63.010, the clerk's signature 
will be recognized as a valid witness.

I would very much appreciate your help in getting a bill 
through this session with such a provision. Thanks for your 
help.



§ 29 .20 .360 A l a s k a  .St a t u t e s  S u p p l e m e n t 1 29.20.380

A rticle  o. O th er O ffic ia ls  an d  E m p lo y ees.

S ection
1G0. Appointm ent nl'oiTicials 
370. M unicipal attorney 
380. M unicipal clerK

S ection
")90. M unicipal treasurer 
300. D epartm ents 
110. Personnel system

E ffective  d a te  of a r t ic le . — Section 
90. ch. 74. SLA 1985 provides: 'This Act 
takes effect Ja n u a ry  1.1986."

S ec. 29.20.360. A p p o in tm en t o f  o ffic ia ls . U nless otherwise pro­
vided by ordinance, the m unicipal clerk, attorney, treasurer, and 
police ch ief are appointed by the ch ief administrator. Unless other­
wise provided by ordinance, an official described in this section serves 
at the pieasure of the appointing authority and. if appointed by the 
chief administrator, must be confirmed by tne governing body. 7 ch 
74 SLA 1985)

Sec. 29.20.370. .M unicipal a tto rn ey . The municipal attorney is
the legal advisor of the governing body, the school boaid, and the 
other officials of the m unicipality. The municipal attorney represents 
the m unicipality as attorney ir civ il and crim inal proceedings. The 
school board may hire independent counsel when in its judgment 
independent counsel is needed. t§ 7 ch 74 SLA 1985)

Sec. 29.20.380. M u n ic ip a l c ler k , tai The municipal clerk shall
(1) g ive  notice of the tim e and place of m eetings of the governing 

body to the governing body and to the public:
2) attend m eetings of the governing hoav and keep the journal;
3) arrange puolicar.on of notices, ordinances, and resolutions;

i4) m aintain and make available for public inspection an indexed 
file containing municipal ordinances, resolutions, rules, regulations, 
and codes;

■5) a ttest deeds and other documents:
>6) perform other duties specified in this title or prescribed by the 

chief adm inistrator or by the governing body.
b) The governing body may combine the ollice of clerk with that of 

treasurer. If the offices are combined, the clerk-treasurer shall, as 
required of the treasurer, give bond to the municipality for the 
faithful performance of the duties as clerk-treasurer : 7 ch 74 SLA
1985i




