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SUBJECT: Motor vehicle registration - SB 277
TO: Senator Mike Szymanskio
FROM: Michael F. Ford A ty J*.

Legislative Counsel *

You have asked if there are any legal problems created by 
denying special license places or a lower registration fee 
to charitable organizations, as in SB 277. The short answer 
is no. The registration fee charged to charitable organiza­
tions is purely a creation of statute, and may be changed as 
determined by the legislature. Charitable organizations 
have no right or entitlement to special plates, or to spe- 
ci consideration in the fee charged for registering a 
motor vehicle. See Washington Chocolate Co. v. King County, 
152 P.2d 981 (Wash. T O T ) .
I did examine two other state registration statutes, 
Washington and California, to determine if they granted 
similar exemptions. While both states granted narrow 
exemptions for vehicles owned by government °r nonprofit 
educational groups, neither state had a broad pi /ision 
similar to AS 28.10.181(e). As each state legislature is 
free to grant or deny exemptions of this kind, I would 
expect considerable variation between the states as to 
particular exemptions.
Please contact me if you have further questions.
MFF:csh 
C 8 / 0 2 3

-  Le-^a_V O p v c s V o C N



To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

glatffea H>tate legislature
Senator Mike Szymanski

M E M O R A N D U M  

Members of the Ala'ka Senate 
Senator Mike Szymanski 
April 17, 1987
Proposed Legislation on Exempt License Plates

While in Session: 
P.O. Bo* V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaslca 99811 
(907) 465-4978/4979

Interim 
11920 Johrn M. 

Anchorage, AK 99515 
(907) 349-3373

1024 W. 6th 
Anchorage, AK ‘39501 

(907) 276-6739

In 1978 the Alaska legislature passed legislation relating to the 
registration of unique and special vehicles and vehicles used for 
special purposes. Included in this list of specially registered 
vehicles are historic vehicles; special request plates, vehicles 
owned by disabled veterans and handicapped persons? by state 
officials; by consular offices? by ranchers, farmers, and 
dairymen; by amateur mobile radio station operators? by auto 
dealers, by former POWs; by occasional users of highways; and 
also vehicles owned by the state, muncipalities, and charitable 
organizations of the statn (AS 28.10.181 (e).
There appears to be a great deal of abuse going on with free 
plates being supplied to various charitable organizations of the 
state. "Charitable organization" is defined as a "nonprofit 
assocation, corporation, society, or other entity organized, 
incorporated, or headquartered in the state for educational, 
cultural, scientific or other charitable purposes, as prescribed 
in regulations of the department." This definition is so broad 
that for all practical purposes, every single organization and/or 
individual in the state qualifies for free plates. As a result, 
the privilege of having free plates is being terribly abused, and 
the Department of Motor Vehicles does not have '-.he manpower to 
investigate individual cases to prevent abuse from occuring. 
Further, with exempt plates the vehicle does not have to pass an 
IM inspection, and the local government is not able to collect 
their tax like they do with regular plates, so they lose revenue.
There are hundreds of plates going to utility companies; hundreds 
to each of several major church denominations, including the 
Universal Life church, which usually only has 1 member per 
denomination? plates registered to individuals who may or may net 
be registered as non-profit corporations; labor unions; APU &
AMU; Gruening Park Apartments; the University of Washington, & 
California University? Anchorage Gymnastics Assocation? the list 
is endless. A summary copy is attached for your reference, 
along with a list of "charitable organizations" receiving free 
plates who are driving Mercedes, Porsches, Fiats, Cadillacs, etc.
With so much abuse and no way to con'.rol it or monitor it, the 
only solution seems to be to eliminete this category of plates 
altogether. In 1985 there were 2, .74 exempt plates given to 
charitable organizations. At an avarage of $35 apiece, the state 
is losing $86,590 a year in revenues that can be sed elsewhere.



Examples of Charitable Organizations getting Free Plates for 
less-than-charitable vehicles:
# License Car Group
1 yya995 Stud 53 Matanuska Electr Assn.
2 yyb365 Buick 72 Turning Point Boys Ranch
3 yycl41 Cadil 69 Arctic Circle Free Will
4 yyel22 Line 78 Univ. Life Church
5 yye203 Olds 74 International Conference of the Bible
6 yye216 Merced 67 Sapa Christian Center
7 yye381 Cadil 54 Transportation Museum of Alaska
8 yye385 Merc 81 Anchorage Park United Methodist
9 yye545 Saab 74 Sage Hoebermann
10 yye806 Buick 75 Corpo of the Catholic Archbishop
11 yye874 Merc 79 Matanuska Telephone Assoc.
12 yyf473 Merc 75 Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska
13 yyf478 Line 83 Anchorge Baptist Temple
14 yyf535 Olds 81 Universal Life Church
15 yyf537 Volvo 82 Universal Life Church
16 yyf546 Cadil 72 Emily Holcomb
17 yyf565 Line 77 Blessed Trinity Church
18 yyf607 Merc 70 Fairbanks Rescue Mission
19 yyf679 Olds 75 Corporation of the Cathollic Archdiocese
20 yyf683 Buick 82 Copper River School District
21 yyf715 Cadil 75 Bible Baptist Church, Inc. (Fairbanks)
22 yyf737 Merc 80 Bible Baptist Church of Fairbanks
23 yyf74l Line 78 Universal Life Church
24 yye966 Merc 80 Delta Greely School District R
25 yyf896 Olds 81 Homer Electric Assoc
26 yyf908 Buick 75 Universal Life Church
27 yyf989 Cadil 82 Anchorage Gymnastics Assoc
28 yyf998 Stud 52 Homer Electric Assoc
29 yyf994 Stud 53 Homer Electric Assoc
30 yygl40 Olds 80 Corp. of Catholic Archbishops of ANch.
31 yygiso Line 79 Raymond Ansel
32 yygl62 Audi 76 St Pauls Catholic Church
33 yygl82 Merc 79 Calvarys Northern Lighs Mission
34 yygl89 Saab 72 St. Seraphim of Sarov. Orthodox
35 yyg200 Merced 72 Alaska Mission #4
36 yyg201 Merced 65 Alaska Mission #3
37 yyg265 Olds 80 Western Domincan Province
38 yyg273 Olds 82 Jesuit Fathers
39 yyg3i2 Olds 77 Anchorage Baptist Temple
40 yyg346 Olds 82 Soul Harvest, Inc.
41 y/g652 Olds 83 Copper Valley Electric Assoc
42 yyg865 Buie 82 Society of Jesues— Alaska Hool.
43 yyhl75 Buie 81 Corporation of the Catholic.
44 yvh220 Olds 83 Providence Hospital
45 yyh30l Buie 80 Society of Jesus
46 yyh324 Olds 82 Calvarys Northern Lights
47 yyh355 Line 73 Mission of Faith #448 yyh399 Merced 66 North Star Church (Healy)49 yyh409 Olds 84 South Anchorage Assembly of God
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50 yyh489 Buie 84 Alaska Heritage Review (address in 
Anchorage and also one in Seattle)

51 yyh504 Olds 71 Gods Retreat
52 yyh534 Olds 77 St. Benedicts Church
53 yyh548 Royal 84 Abbot Loop Comm. Chapel
54 yyh587 Olds 82 Matanuska Telephone Assoc.
55 yyh665 Buick 80 Corp of Catholic Arcbhish ops
57 yyh696 Cadil 78 Tri-Valley Volunteer Fire Dept.
58 yyh726 Olds 84 Alaska Villlage Electric Assoc.
59 yy.h857 Olds 76 Sapa Christian Center
60 yyjl37 Fiat 78 Solid Rock Ministries Inc. (Soldotna)
61 yyjl40 Porsche79 Muldoon Community Assembly
62 yyj182 Olds 79 Corp. of Catho. Archbishops Anch
63 yyjl90 Buie 85 Sisters of Providence in Washington

(Seattle address; secondary Eagle River)
64 yyj 272 Olds 82 Corp. Catholic Archbishops Anch
65 yyj295 Buie 84 Our Lady of Compassion
66 yyj323 Olds 83 Wayland Baptist University
67 yyj339 Buie 79 Alaska Evangelistic Fund, Inc.
68 yyj348 Olds 81 Trinity Presbyterian Church
69 yy367 Olds 85 Watchtower Society of New York Inc.
70 yy379 Olds 82 Corp. Cathollic Archbishops of Anchora
71 yyj389 Olds 80 Alaska Pacific University
72 yyj398 Olds 81 St. Marys Episcopal Church
73 yyj436 Olds 83 Theordor Zembal or the Society of Jesus 

-Oregon
74 yyj445 Buick 81 Alaska Federation of Natives
75 yyj447 Olds 85 Soul Harvest, Inc. (Anchorage & Seattle)
76 yyj450 Cadil 69 Anchorage Baptist Temple
77 yyj457 Peugot 83 Sisters of St. Ann
78 yyj506 Buie 81 Corporation of Catholic
79 yyj564 Buie 84 Boy Scouts of America (aNCHORAGE)
80 yyj566 Buie 84 Boy Scouts of America Ancho
81 yyj598 Buie 85 Hillcrest Church of the Nazarene
82 yyj604 Buie 86 Akeela House, INc.
83 yyj6l0 Olds 80 Anchorage Baptist Temple
84 yyj632 Buie 86 The Salvation Army



Partial Listing of Free plates given to charitable organizations 
(each category has examples only, and is not complete)
1) Utiltities

a. Golden Valley Electric
yye663-699,yyf749-760,787-91,100-122

b. Copper Valley Electric (yye746-53)
c. Mat Su Telephone (yee874-928, yyf218-249; yyfl51-51; 

many more in yyg, yyg626-39; yyg715-726; 744-763; yyg808-
821; yyg840-47; yyh595-607;617-632;yyh

d. Glacier Highway Electric yyf434-442
e. Homer Electric yyf889-896, 958-987, yyg432-443,447-449;

yyg535-546
f. Matanuska Electric Assoc. yyg486-514; 529-533;

yyg822-838; yyh800-811
g. Kodiak Electric Association yyg358-577 ; yyg727-36
h. Chugach Electric yyg901-947; yyhl02-149
i. Kulkwan Sanitation Faciltieis Corp yyh463

2) School Districts
a. Yukon Koyukuk School Dist (930-945)
b. Railbelt School Dist (yyf264-269
c. Lower Kuskokwim School District yyf856-867
d. Northwest Arctic School District yyh702-708

3) Sheldon Jackson College
4) Alaska Te?msters Employmee Training yyg465-771
5) Fire Departments, Volunteer Fire Departments
6) Civil Air Patrol (many, some listed under Alaska Wing)
7) Churchs

a. Universal Life church (one member; hundreds in all)
b. Anchorage Baptist Temple yyg414-427
c. Arctic Missions (yye776-88)
d. 7th Day Adventists (yye820-25)
e. Ceiitral Alaskan Missions (yye 853-9)
f. Soul Harvest yyf374-377; yyj447
g. Corporation of the Catholic Bishops AR (many plates)
h. North American Indian Revivalas & World Missions yyf732-
i. Anchorage Baptist Temple yyj450 
i. LDS yyf835-49
j . Holy Ghost Fathers of Ireland yyg764
k. Corporation President, LDS yyg856-57
1. World of Faith Broadcast yyg889
ra. Korean Hope Presbyterian Church yyg891
n. Solid Rock Ministries (many plates; eg yyj305-7
o. Alaska Evangeltistic Fund yyj339

8) Salvation Army (many plates)
9) Anchorage Outboard Club
10) Alaska Repertory Theater (8 or 10 at least, scattered)
11) Jaycess
12) Visual Arts Center yye506
13) ULC Inc Charter (2) yye551
14) Individual Names

a. Richard Bluel yye660
b. Gregory McGovern (yye714)
c. Edwin C a m s  (Living Word Ministry)



d. Arnold Barry yyf385
e. Kayleen Louise Stipe & Gary, yyf579

17) Alaskan Laborers Training Fund (yye836-9
18) Native Associations

a. Copper River Native Association
b. Orutsararmuit Native Council yyg975
c. AFN yyj445 
Providence Hospital yyf 191
APU yyf207,209,215,217; APU Surplus properties yyg617;yvh546 
AMU yyf210-13
Gruening Park Apartments yyf349
Frontiers of Faith Ministries; Sterling (Surplus Properties 
Services Anchorage 
Alaska Public Television yyf398 
Monroe High school yyf476 
Transportation Museum of Alaska yyf658 
out of State Plates
a. University of Washington1! yyf-686-689;yyf978
b. California Unviersity yyg339 
Tanana VAlley Fair Assoc yyf794-5 
Town of Metlakatla yyf897 
Anchorage Gymnastics Association yyf989 
Service oil & GAs, Inc.yyglll 
Hutchings Chevrolet-Oldsmobile yygl51 
Raymond Ansel, Peninsula Savings & Loan Ass. yygl50 
Anchorage Motor Mushers Club yyg321 
Agelus Memorial Park yyg410;868 
Casa De San Jose (yyg464)
Metlakatla Indian Community yyg671 
Stevens Village Council yyg676 
Send of Alaska yyg700-706; yyj151-52 
Wasilla Lions Club yyg796 
National Outdoor Leadership yyg848-49 
Anchorage Shrine Club yyg874 
Mat-Su Valley Humane Society yyg986 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School yyhl76 
Bethel Pre-Matemal Home yyhl90 
Employment Training Center, Fedalaska Federal 
Credit Union yyhl95
Cassel Enola, DBA Anchoraage Gymnastics Assoc. yyh210;224 
Monroe Foundation yyh336 
Alpine aLTERNATIVES. yyh408
Susitna Girl Scout Council yyh444, Boy Scouts 445 
City of Palmer yyh846 
Alaska State Fair yyh977-79 
Muldoon Community Assembly yyj140 
Anchorage Police chaplain yyj210 
Nordic Ski Asocc. of Anch. yyj254 
Interior Region Housing Authority yyj315 
Alaska light opera theatre yyj365 
The Lodge yvj500-501 
Beans Cafe y.,j513-
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TITLE: An Act relating to regis­
tration of vehicles owned by 
charitable organizations.

CONTACT: Bill Brown 
465-4335
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Present law exempts charitable organizations from paying full 
registration fee (they pay $5 per vehicle), and the motor vehicle 
registration tax in communities where it is collected by DMV at 
the time of registration. This bill removes charitable organi­
zations from this exempt status.

The bill would generate additional revenue for the State, and 
for those municipalities for which the department collects the 
registration tax.

The department is neutral on this bill.

Commissioner
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Freebie
license
plates
Lawmakers say 
courtesy abused
By JOHN U NDBACK 
Dari/ News reporter

JUNEAU -  What do the 
Muldoon Community Assem­
bly, Beans Cafe, University 
of W ashington, Anchorage 
Gymnastics Association, the 
Universal Life Church and 
Chugach Electric Association 
all have in common?

The state of Alaska gives 
them and hundreds of other 
organizations and. churches 
free license plates for their 
vehicles, regardless of their 
ability to pay.

While most Alaskans pay 
the state Division of Motor 
Vehicles $35 a year to register 
a car and $40 for a pickup, 
about 2,500 vehicles owned by 
what state law calls "charita­
ble organizations" get plates^ 
for a nominal $5 a year. The 
plates are identifiable be­
cause they all carry YY as the 
first two letters.

A 1979 Porsche is .regis­
tered in the name of the Mul­
doon Community Assembly, 
according to sta te  listings. 
The Anchorage Gymnastics 
Association registered a 1982 
Cadillac. The Sisters of St.< 
Ann registered a 1983 Peugot. 
And the Alaska Mission #3 of 
Anchorage registered a 1905 
Mercedes. Alaska Mission #4 
of Wasilla registered a 1972 
Mercedes.

Hundreds of vehicles are 
registered to the Universal 
LUeChurcfa. - • ' *

A ll of the organisations 
pay the nominal $5 fee and 
somebody from the  group 
signs an affidavit that says 
the vehicle is used exclusively 
for the purposes of*tJleir 
group. ‘

Groups based in Anchorage 
get extra savings. They are 
also exempted from a person­
al property tax collected for 
the Municipality of Anchor­
age at the time vehicle own­
ers register w ith the state. 
For cars, the tax ranges from 
$5.to $80 a year, depending on

~  See Back Page. PLATES1
"feather

RECUPERATING
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This ailing eagle,. recovering at a cilrtlo.run by J 
Association, is due to be returned to the wild when It 
care of Itself, to be given to an educational group 
association has cared for aaglee, hawks, aeagufta, rs 
and more photos, Back Pag*. /
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