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Airfield options

Private airports face an uncertain future in
urbanizing areas such as Fairbanks.

Because these airports require lots of land in
comparison to the income they can earn, property
taxes can threaten their very existence.

A bill being introduced in the legislature by Sen.
Don Bennett (R-Fairbar.ks) would allow local gov-
ernments to give a property tax break to private
airports that are open to the public. Rather than a
break, it would be more of a just tax considering
their value to the communities they serve. At pre-
sent, state law prohibits municipalities like the Fair-

~ banks North Star Borough from offering such tax
breaks except to farmland.

Private airports make an important contribu-
tion to Alaska aviation. Among other things, they
help draw light planes away from major govern-
ment-run airports that serve airliners and other
heavy aircraft. Anything that separates small
planes from their bigger brothers increases the safe-
ty and convenience of all air travelers.

In addition, they reduce the need to expand gov-
ernment-run airports, reducing the demands on the
public purse.

Bennett’s bill would not require tax relief for
private airports; itwould only allow such relief. The
choice would be up to the local government, just as it
should be. And the tax break could be extended only
to private airports open to the public.

This bill would cost the state nothing while pro-
viding an important and useful option to local gov-
ernment in Alaska. We hone it passes.





