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STATE OF ALASKA
HOUSE O F REPRESENTATIVES 
Box V, Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907)465-2487 • 465-2498

REPRESENTATIVE CLIFF DAVIDSON District 27 Box 746, Kodiak, Alaska 99615

TO: Senate Transportation Committee

FROM: Representative Cliff Da6$$lson

DATE: March 3, 1988

RE: HJR 52

The Coast Guard throughout the nation is suffering severe 
budget cuts as a result of the Gramm, Rudman, Hollings Act. 
Consequently the Coast Guard in Alaska is having to trim an 
already bear bones budget.

The people in coastal Alaska rely heavily on the Coast Guard 
for navigational aids, monitoring radio distress calls, safety 
training, and most importantly, search and rescue missions, as 
well as fisheries enforcement patrols.

HJR 52 sends a message to the budget decision makers in 
Washington, D. C. that these proposed cuts are totally 
unacceptable. I ask for your positive and expeditious 
consideration to this matter so vital to all Alaskans.



Factory ships caught with nets down in Bering Sea
SEA TTLE (A P ) -  Tough 

pcnallles and Increased C oatl 
G uard surveillance arc being 
soughi alter seven Japanese fac­
tory ships reportedly were seen 
fishing illegally in LI S. waters.

Ted Evans, director o f  the 
Alaska Factory Trawlers Asso­
ciation, and Sam tljelle, p resi­
dent o f  G lacier Fish Co., said 
they made videotapes c f  die 
ships iltcy saw Wednesday from 
a privately charted jet about 38 
miles inside the 200-mtle fish ­
e r /  zone and northwest o f A dak 
in the Aleutian Islands.

"This simply confirms what 
we have suspected all a long ,' 
Evans said, 'th a t  there is m as­
sive. calculated foreign fishing 
within die U.S. zone ,'

Ilje lle , whose Seattle com ­
pany operates a factory uawler,

( said overall Japanese fleet sites 
’ in the area and shipments of 
processed seafood lead him to 
believe as much as five million 
m etric tons o f unrcponed fish 
worth as much as 52 billion 
may have been caught in the 
north Pacific Ocean last year -  
more than twice what U.S, sci­
entists say would be a biologi­
cally acceptable harvest.

The Seatde-based trawlers 
group will report the findings at 
a meeting o f the North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council 
tills week in A nclooge, Alaska, 
along with requests for tough 
penalties and increased Coast 
Guard surveillance. Evans said.

A State Department official 
in W ashington D C. told The 
Seattle Tim es that Japanese 
diplor- ’B were asked for an e»- 
planatron Friday, with further

action unlikely until the unoffi­
cial rcpon Is cortfiimed.

Last year Japanese, Korean 
and other foreign fishing repre­
sen ta tives reported  ca tching  
m ore than  a m illion  metric 
tons, or 2.2 billion pounds, o f 
boltom fish In the 'doughnu t 
hole,* an eapanse o f  interna­
tional w aters covering 4,300 
square miles in the Bering Sea 
where the water is m ote than 
two miles deep.

'N o  way tlrcy're catching all 
that fish in the doughnut hole,* 
Iljelle said. 'F ish  don't like the 
deep water. They school up on 
the edge (of the continental 
shelf, inside the zone) where 
there's lots o f upwclling*

He and others say it is far 
more likely  those fish were 
taken by boats dial slipped in­
side the fishery rone under cover

of darkness or low clouds.
A Coast Guard official In 

W ashington  D.C, said  the 
agency h at simitar suspicions 
and lias often heard unconfirmed 
reports o f  illegal fishing, but 
despite air and sea patrols the 
foreign fleets have never been 
caught with their neu  down.

Last year the C oast Guard 
rcpon spotting as many as 200 
foreign fishing vessels in the 
Bering Sea.

Evans said he, Hjelle and die 
charier pilots had been flying for 
rtve ra l hours when they saw 
some radar blips and dipped be­
neath the 200-foot cloud cover 
in an area the plane's Loran gear 
indicated was 38 miles inside 
the zone.

In three passes they said they 
v ideo taped  seven facto ry  
trawlers, each mote than 200

feet long, fishing on Ulm's 
Plateau, an area of shallow w i­
les known as a productive fish­
ing area. M oments later, juts 
outside the U.S. zone, they 
spotted abou t 20 scattered 
Japanese vessels that appeared In 
have just pulled in their nets ami 
seemed to be processing, Evans 
said.

The Tim es described the 
tapes as grainy In quality out 
dearly  showing nets in the wa­
ter. Evans said he recorded the 
identification numbers o f at 
least three ships, but the hull 
numbers o f tw o others were 
covered by canvas tarpaulins.

Hjelle said the size o f the 
boats indicated they were fishing 
for halibut, turbot or black cod. 
also known as sablefish, rather 
titan pollock o r other less lucra­
tive fish.

O c c a s i o n a l  s a o w  t o n i g h t  wi th  n o r t h w e s t  w in d s  at  20
m p h  a n d  a  l o w  m a r  3 0 .  S n o w  s h o w e r s  to m o r r o w  w i th  a 
h ig h  m a r  3 4 .  R e co rd  h ig h  fo r t h i s  d a f t  Is 44 ,  ast In
1 0 4 2 ;  r i c o r d  l o w  Is - I ,  s i t  In 19 4 7 .  S un se t  to n ig ht  at
5 : 0 4 ;  s u n r i s e  t o m o r r o w  at  9 : 3 4 .  D a y l ig h t :  7  h o u r s ,  24
m i n u t e s .

the Admiral says fish 
Kodiak patrol cuts likely 

daily mirror

6 men overboard off crabber
By K A R E N  DURR 
S ta f f  W rite r  
S is  crewmen abandoned die 

sinking  FV W ayw ard W ind 
early this m orning as a C oast 
G uard  C u tte r , a ircraft, and 
commercial fishing vessels raced 
to die rescue.

Tw o survivors and four bod­
ies have been picked up and re ­
lumed to Kodiak. Officials were 
not releasing any identities at 
p n s s  time.

The men wctc reportedly In 
10-foot seas south of Tugidak 
Island.

Ttio Coast Guard received the 
W ayward Wind's mayday cad at

1:13 a m . Monday, according to 
a K o d ia k  A ir  S ta tio n  
spokesman. She was taking on 
water an J  the crew were putting 
on survival suits.

The Coast Guard launched a 
C -130 w hich pinpointed the 
vessel's Em ergency Locator 
Transmitter signal and guided an 
H-3 helicopter to  die area. 10 
miles south of Tuglilak off Ko­
diak's southernmost lip.

Tw o other fishing vessels 
were on scene this morning and 
others w ere on the way. The 
Coast G uard C u'tvr Uoulwell 
also was to join die search.

T he stee l-hu lled  86-fool

Wayward Wind is homcported in 
Kodiak and is owned by Irish 
Lady Inc. o f Port W illiam s on 
Shuyak Island. Her operator, is 
W illiam 'R ed*  N ielupskl, ac­
cording to City Harbormaster 
records. A mulu-use vessel, she 
w as geared for Tanner entitling.

The search was being con- 
doctcd in 23 knot winds and 10- 
foot seas with blow ing snow, 
the AirSta spokesman said.

In an unrelated case, the 
Coast G uard also m cdcviced a 
crewman o lf  die FV Yardarm 
Knot Fridjy afternoon

Craig P astes, 19. w as taken 
off the vessel.

Boat hull, 2 bodies found 
from FV Cape Karluk

By N E L L  W A A G E
S ta f f  W rite r

Tw o bodies from  the FV 
Cape Kailuk and die wrecked 
hull o f  die boat were found by 
seaiclieri over die weekend,

Authorities h a s t discontinued 
the search for a third crewman 
said to  be aboard when the boat 
disappeared between Jan. 12 and
13.

The body o f  M cilc P. 
A shouwak, 24, w as spotted by 
the C oast G uard search heli­
copter Saturday in Geese C han­
nel and later rocovricd by crew ­
men aboard die Alaska Fish and 
Wildlife Patrol Vessel V jgllanl 
Ashouwak s body w as d ad  In a  
M ustang 's k i f f  suil* o r 'd eck  
suit,* according  to  Ll. Tom  
Sc hw antes o f die FW P. laser in 
the day the body o f  ferry D. 
C hristiansen, 30, was located 
and recovered  Schwantes said

that to  his knowledge Chris- 
liansen was not wearing a sur­
vival nr deck su il

S till m issing is Eugene 
Naumoff. X ,

The C oast Guard initially 
located die wreckage o f the 32- 
fool C ape Karluk Friday In 
Gccsc Channel and was able to 
relocate it Saltvday and direct 
the V igilant to  ll The entire 
cabin and wheel house were 
gone, LL Schwantes said, and 
die (sjrt side from die fish hold 
forward was him away, nuking 
it possib le to  verify that no 
bodira were In the wreckage.

The search was duconUnued 
lair Saturday.

Jeff Peterson. Village Public 
Safely O fficer o f OM llaibor, 
u i .)  the m en, all O ld Haitx* 
restd rn ti, had set o lf  from (he 
village for Moser Bay to pick 
up sense crab peas The boat left 
Moser Bay wound noon on Jan.

12, according to inform ation 
furnished U) the FWP. Tuesday 
evening those aboard the boat 
radioed O ld lliubor they were 
seeking shelter from  severe 
weather in Russian Harbor at 
die southernmost bp o f Kodiak 
Island and esprcled so reach the 
village the nest morning. The 
,VPSO reported die Cape Kailuk 
overdue at around noon die non 
da/.

The Vigilant happened in he 
in Geese Channel at I p m . that 
day when they heard the missing 
hoist report and brgan searching. 
Schwantes said, continuing on 
inks Alitak end Moser Uay. The 
C a u l guard also brgan a  search. 
Sots were rough In the area, 
Schwantes said. A steady wind 
had bulleted die area si 40 miles 
per hour with gusts to  60  die 
two previews days.

Christiansen was owner o f 
the O p e  Karluk.

By K A R E N  D U RR
S taff W rite r
Depending on decisions being made in Washington D.C. soon, 

the Coast Guard is facing some drastic changes. Nationwide die 
service may sustain a  3100 million cut -  about 10 percent o f !a<t 
year's total -  in this y ear's budget, and that cut must be worked into 
a fiscal year that's already more than a quarter pasL

In Alaska's 17th Coast Guard District those changes could be felt 
immediately: a 30 percent cut in cutler operations, 10-15 percent 
cuts in flight lime, moving the buoy tender Swcetbriar from its 
homcport in Cordova to Ketchikan and decommissioning another 
buoy lender, die Planetree.

The Commander o f  the 17th Coast Guard District, Rear Adm. 
Edward Nelson Jr., discussed some o f those impending changes 
during an interview with The Kodiak Daily Slirrar.

M irro r; Wc understand you were given some direction on cuts 
to be made to  the Coast Guard In Alaska.

Nelson: That's something dust was imposed last week, to make 
up the ihortfaU between what we need and what we don't have.

M irro r : But we also understand the Coast Guard has been au­
thorized 5100 million to  come from die Department o f Defense. 
Won't that offset this year's cut?

N elson: W e always do gci some support from the N avy-w lu t 
we would need in the event of a  mobilization. But all I know is den 
additional DOD 3100 million is in kind, not in dollars Two eaam- 
pics would be C-130 parks or fuel. Specifically what kind odiei 
kinds of support 1 could not tell you. W ere still in the process of 
working out what kind o f  support that could tic

If It wasn t for dun 3100 million, it would he a  5200 million 
deficit

M irro r: Whal rcsulctions would be placed on that DOD fund 
m g’

N rlsoo: it would be restricted in the same sense as using 
coupons in a company store. You can  get fuel or parts, but it isn't 
dollars coming across die counter.

M irro r: It seems that every yea: the Coatt Guard goes through 
a  similar process ol being cut drastically and at the last minute 
things work out

Nelson: It's different this year with die Gramm Rudman cuts. I 
don't know where the help is going to  come from since it's gotltn 
past the Congressional stage here. But you're right, eveiy year wc 
spend a lot of time finding rclkf and wc hive had some help txfixe. 
It's very frustrating to  face d tit every year. But we belong to Dc • 
partment of Transportation. If they take somediing out of the De­
partment's budgrl that Is high priority, like mass transit, it had to 
come out o f dust same piece o f pic and we have a  small piece.

M irro r: So * list losses does Alaska face?
Nelson: We were asked what we were going to  do to deal with 

d til kind of reduction. W e knew we're going in lose a  buoy tender 
for some lime The Planetree hasn't gone through the caicnslve re­
habilitation the others have. The need hasn't changed, but we were 
ask cil w here would you make that up.

Another target might have been the F trtbuth. You Can I get into 
personalities, but operations only. W e feel like we can cover the 
needs of A id t to N svigation with the Homer based Sedge or the 

F u tb u ih  out o f Kodiak. If we have to ta le  a loss somewhere ItTI 
have to be the ijwrrlbner.

We’te baling this d a  tsion on operational needs, not on die way 
It's received In the community or who has what facilities.

M irro r: How are you going to handle other cuts?
N rlto a ; W e’ll probably close the MSDs (M arine Safely D r­

u e  hmenu) In Kodiak and 5hka -  that's two men In Kodiak, one in 
Snka •  and phase down die one In V s ld v . Wc might nuke d u t a 
MSD and nos a MSO (Marine Safely Office).

Kenai and K euhtkan b o h  have a much heavier load, ll would be

(S rr  "A d m ira l.*  P ig s  12)
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Admiral discusses cuts
(C o n tin u e d  from  Page 1)
m ore expensive to cover them with transportation costs than, say, 
Kodiak or Sitka.

M irro r :  How about the reported 10-15 percent reduction in air­
craft operations?

N elson: W e knew we were going to have some reduction. K o­
diak was supposed to be getting another C-130, but there was no 
place to hangar it so it's just as well we won't now.

O ther than that, augmentation o f airframe support on patrols is 
to be reduced. Already a bunch of the folks out of the (fishing) as­
sociations in Seattle -  the larger catcher processors, the factory 
trawlers -  have written Sen. Stevens and the North Pacific Fishery 
M anagement Council because they've been concerned we don't have 
enough informau'on on fishing in the doughnut hole.

W e w eren't doing enough before and we'll be doing even less 
with less flight time. Beyond that, we didn't get any mandated cuts.

M ir ro r :  W hat vessel operations may be: affected by these 30 
percent cuts?

N elson: High-endurancc cutters out of Seattle, Hawaii or San 
Francisco and enforcement o f  laws and treaties, readiness exercises, 
fisheries patrols, the Alaska Patrol, special, operations, refresher 
training w ith the Navy.

M irro r :  Specifically the Alaska Fisheries Patrol?
N elson: We like to have two (patrol vessels) on the (fishing) 

grounds all the time. We'll fiat not be able to do that. We'll have to 
com pensate with the Storis out o f Kodiak when we don't have the 
high-endurancc cutters up here. The Storis docs a fine job, but it 
isn't a high-endurance cuucr.

W c usually try to get the Boulwcll on the grounds for 60 days, 
but with search and rescue cases and so on, they'll have less time on 
patrol.

M irro r : And your other training cutbacks?
N elson: We canceled the Sedge out of Homer going on spring 

lefrcshcr training. But we rescheduled her for the fall and that turned 
out better anyways with the extensive turnover of officers due this 
summer. It'll be better in the fall with the.new command.

Tw o other training cxcerciscs are coming up and the plan is to 
send them . It's p ictty  important. It’s not just fighting war, but 
damage control train ing-how  to handc a hole in the side. It's pretty 
im portant for the survival o f a ship.

Training supposedly sticks, but with new people coming along 
all the time it has to  be a constant thing.

W e're looking across all expenses, down to the cost of having a 
phone sitting on a desk in someone's office and to a  large p an  wc 
can stall o ff  somethings we can do without. But in the last few 
years, w e've learned wc can’t do without training too long or it's 
going to turn around and bite you. So we're doing the best wc can 
to maintain that training.

M irro r : W hat's the next step in the decision making process?

N elson: The Departm ent o f Transportation is trying to work 
w ith die W hite House and we're getting pretty good support from 
llic D epartm ent

M irro r : W hen's the final decision due?
N elson: Last w eek wc thought Friday would have the answer. 

But wc still haven’t  heard the word.

B y T h e  A s s o c ia te d  
P re s s
P R O  F O O T B A L L

N E W  Y O R K  -  T he 
D enver Broncos will face the 
W ashington Redskins in Su­
per Bowl XXII on Jan. 31 in 
San D iego as both .te am s 
w ons C onference C ham pi­
o n sh ip s  S unday . D enver 
stopped Cleveland, 38-33, in 
die AFC title  game for the 
second stra igh t season as 
quarterback John Elway threw 
th ree  touchdow n passes. 
W ashington ended the im ­
pressive playoff run of the 
M innesota V ikings, 17-10, 
behind two touchdown passes 
by  q u a r te rb a c k  D ou g  
W illiams.

• N EW  Y O RK  -  Jim m y 
"The G reek’’ Snyder, a self- 
styled oddsmakcr and expert 
on sports, was fired as a CBS 
Sports com m entator S atur­
day, a day after making con­
tro v e rs ia l rem arks abou t 
blacks.

Snyder, 70, who had been 
with CBS for 12 years, said 
in a  television interview that 
b lack athletes were superior 
to whiles because during die 
C ivil W ar "the slave ow ner 
w ould breed his big black 
w idi his big woman so that

Basketball
EA STERN  CO N FER EN C E 
A tla n t ic  D iv is io n

W L Pci CD 
Boston 25 10 .714
Philadelphia 18 17 .514 7
W ashington 12 20 .375 11 1/2 
New York 12 2 3 .3 4 3  13
New Jersey 7 27 .206 17 1/2 
C e n tr a l  D iv ision  
Atlanta 26 9 .743
D etroit 20 11 .645 4
Chicago 20 14 .588 5 1/2
Milwaukee 19 14 .576 6
Indiana 17 17 .500 8 1/2
Cleveland 17 19 .472 9 1/2
W ESTERN  C O N FER EN C E 
M id w e s t D iv is io n

W L Pet GB 
Dallas 21 11 .656
Houston 20 14 .588 2

he would have a hi; 
k id . T h a t’s w here 
started."
G O L F

C A R L S B A D , ( 
Steve Pate was dccl: 
w inner o f  golf's Tom 
o f  Cham pions Sund.v 
scries o f  rain squalls 
out the fourth round 
duccu play to 54 hole' 

D ave H ill, wl 
through three round' 
seniors' com petition 
even t tha t b rings t 
only  the w inners < 
PGA T our titles, o' 
named the winner of I 
50 section o f the tour 

Play had been dclm 
tim es, once by hail, 
Mike Shea o f  the P< 
A llard  R ocn , tour 
chairm an for host L:' 
canceled the final rotm 

Only 12 men in I 
field of 50 had complc 
when the round was 
out. All Sunday scor 
erased.
S K IIN G

D O B B T A C O , It 
S w ed ish  team  w< 
women's 20-kilomcic 
Cup cross country 
Saturday.

The team of Karii 
s tcd t, A n n alcn a  I 
Magdalena Wallin at 
Elena W cslin had a 
lim e o f 53 minut- 
seconds.

An East German t 
second in 53:42.7 
Norwegian squad ux 
54.05.5.
S K A T IN G

P R A G U E , C zr 
v ak ia  -  K a ta rir  
emerged from the I

Top 20 col
How the Assot 

teams fared this w<
1. Arizona (16 

70-54.
2. North Caro! 

ginia 87-62.

V  />



ALASKA CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-15

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is suffering severe budget 
cuts; and

WHEREAS, adequate Coast Guard service levels are potentially 
jeopardized; and

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is an important contribution 
to the safety, security and economy of Alaskan communities.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Conference of Mayors 
expre'sses its support for adequate Coast Guard budget funding, to provide 
the levels of Coast Guard service necessary to perform their assigned 
duties.

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Alaska Conference of Mayors endorses 
the House Joint Resolution opposing reduction in the budget of the United 
States Coast Guard.

Adopted this 10th day of Februa—  ' ° ° °

ATTEST:

Scott A. Burgess, Executive Director 
Alaska Municipal League()




