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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
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Mr. President:
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operation of farm equipment on state highways
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MEMORANDUM

TO; Representative Mike Miller 

FROM: S t a f f S ^ ^ V ^  -

RE: Analysis of CS HB 78(L&C), "An Act relating to the operation of
farm equipment on state highways."

DATE: 4/14/87

Section 1

Amends the current statutory authority of the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Development to regulate the weight, size, 
and load of vehicles operating on the State highway system. Adds 
an exemption which is outlined in section 2 of the bill.

Section 2

Adds a new statutory section allowing implements of husbandry to 
operate on the State highway system without obtaining a permit. 
This section also establishes four criteria, for implements up to 
12 feet in width, that must be met to qualify for the permit 
exemption. The implement may only be operated on the highway 
system during daylight hours. A slow-moving vehicle emblem must 
be displayed on the rear of the implement. The implement must 
display a red flag where it affords the greatest visibility. The 
permit exemption is only good for moves within a 50 mile radius of 
the implements home base.

Implements that exceed 12 feet in width are eligible for the 
permit exemption if they meet the four requirements for narrower 
implements and are preceded by a pilot car during operation on the 
highway.

Section 3
Adds implements of husbandry to the list of vehicles that are 
exempt from the motor vehicle registration requirements of 
AS 28.10.011.
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Dept, of Transportation & Public Facilities .

Position Paper
BILL NO.* HB 78 APPROVED: M a r k  S - H i c k e y

Commissioner
T ITLE :  An A'ct R e l a t i n g  to the O p e r a t i o n  DATE:

of F.arm E q u i p m e n t  on S tat e H i g h w a y s

I # "

The p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  wo uld  c o n s i d e r a b l y  re lax e x i s t i n g  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the m o v e m e n t  of fa rm  e q u i p m e n t  on state 
h i g h w a y s .

The l e g i s l a t i o n  does not d i r e c t l y  imp ac t the d e p a r t m e n t ,  but 
could c re a t e  u n s a f e  c o n d i t i o n s  for o t h e r  h i g h w a y  users as no ted 
be 1o w :

(1) For " d a y l i g h t  h o ur s" , c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  s ho u l d  ap ply  
to p r e v e n t  m o v e m e n t  w he re h i g h - s p e e d  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s

• •exist. " D a y l i g h t  ho u rs " sh ou ld  als o be d e f i n e d  as in 
the e x i s t i n g  DCED Permit M a n u a l .

(2) A p er m i t  sh o ul d alw ay s be r e q u i r e d  in o r d e r  to a p p l y  any 
load c o n t r o l s  for a p a r t i c u l a r  pi ece  of e q u i p m e n t  in a 
g i v e n  area.

(3) " O v e r s i z e "  signs and f l a s h i n g  li ght s sh o ul d be re qu i r e d
for t hos e s l o w  m o v i n g  pi ece s of e q u i p m e n t  the same as
w o u l d  be r eq ui red  for any o t h e r  w i d e - l o a d  mov e - 
e s p e c i a l l y  as most rural farm s t a t e  ro ut es  have 
l i m i t e d  sight d is ta n ce .

(A) S i nc e  most  rural st ate roads have d r i v i n g  lanes less
than tw e l ve  feet in width, any m o v e m e n t  of sl ow  farm  * 
e q u i p m e n t  ov e r ten feet in w i d t h  s h o u l d  ha v e at least 

, one pi lot  car.

(5) By a l l o w i n g  farm i m p l e m e n t s  of w i d t h s  g r e a t e r  then 8 1/2
feet to use h i g h w a y s  w i t h o u t  a per mi t there w o u l d  be no
w ay of r e v o k i n g  their m o v e m e n t  if s a f e t y  p r o b le ms  
result. A r e v o c a t i o n  s e c t i o n  sh o u l d  be ad ded  to the 
e x i s t i n g  p r op os al .

In s u m m a r y ,  s i n c e  the d e p a r t m e n t  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o v i d i n g  
safe  f a c i l i t i e s  for the m o t o r i n g  publi c, we feel the above 
items s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of your 
l e g i s l a t i o n .  Mos t of the above i n f o r m a t i o n  was t ak en  from the 
a t t a c h e d  W a s h i n g t o n  re gu la t i o n s .

For further information call Susan Fleischhauer at 465-3900.
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BILL NO: 

TITLE:

CSHB 78 (L&C) DATE:

"An Act relating to the CONTACT: 

operation of farm equipment 
on state highways."

4/20/87 f  /  '

"Majorca 1ter J. Gilmour 
Acting Director 
Alaska State Troopers
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To allow for movement of farm equipment upon roadways and 
provide guidelines, requirements, and restrictions for such 
movements.

This version of HB 78 contains no changes which alter the 
original position of the Division of Alaska State Troopers. It 
clarifies AS 19.10.065(B)(1) as to daylight hours, (3) as to 
placement of the red flag and (4) limits distance allowed to within 
50 miles from home base. All of these changes are of a positive 
nature and make the statute more easily understood.

The Division of Alaska 
legislation.

State Troopers is neutral on this

Arthur A. English 
Commissioner
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