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MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

April 10, 1987

Senate Transportation Committee 
Senator Lloyd Jones, Chairman 
Senator Jack Coghill, Vice-Chairman 
Senator Tim Kelly ^
Senator Mitch Abood 
Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp

Representative
Representative

Pat Pourchot 
Red Boucher

m ( S

SUBJECT: CSHB 31 (Transportation), "An Act relating to registration of commercial
and noncommercial vehicles; and providing for an effective date."

We continue to hear complaints of commercial vehicles with out-of-state license 
plates operating on our highways. While some operators may pay the required regist­
ration fee, others do not. Enforcement of registration laws is difficult as there 
is no visual means to quickly identify the illegal nonregistered operator.

In addition, many new residents or nonresidents working temporarily instate fail to 
comply with state registration requirements, choosing instead to maintain their 
vehicle registration in other states. These residents benefit from our roads and 
jobs without paying the required fees.

CSHB 31 (Trans) would eliminate distinctions between nonresident and resident 
commercial vehicles for purposes of regiscration, assessing fees, and display of 
license plates. Only licensed ICC and FMC carriers and unladen commercial vehicles 
operating under a one-way trip permit would be exempted - although prominent display 
of permits would be required.

Additionally, this bill would shorten the length of time a nonresident, noncommer­
cial vehicle is exempt from state registration requirements and require proof of any 
exemption from registration.

We consider this legislation to be an important element of the Alaska residency and 
local hire issues in its attempt to enforce our vehicle registration laws and to 
legally, but forcefully, discourage the use of nonresident commercial vehicles.

CSHB 31 (Trsp) has received no opposition and unanimously passed the House and the 
Senate State Affairs Committee.



Rep. Pat Pourchot 
Rep. Red Boucher 
March 10, 1987

SUMMARY

CSHB 31 (TRSP)

"Relating to registration of 
commercial and noncommercial motor vehicles"

Background

Current State law or regulations require the registration of all 
vehicles operating instate. However, many new residents or non­
residents working temporarily instate illegally maintain their 
vehicle registration in other states. These operators benefit 
from our roads and jobs without paying the required fees.

Current State law also does not specifically address the handling 
of nonresident commercial vehicles operating temporarily instate. 
Regulations now provide for permitting or registration for such 
vehicles. However, with the exception of licensed ICC and FMC 
carriers, the regulations do not require the display of a permit 
of registration for nonresident commercial vehicles. Thus, it is 
difficult for law enforcement officers and the public to distin­
guish between a vehicle holding a valid temporary permit and one 
operating illegally instate.

Additionally, fees for temporary permits for nonresident commer­
cial vehicles are now determined administratively by prorating 
the resident commercial vehicle fee for the number of days the 
nonresident vehicle is registered for use instate. This method 
do^s not appear to result in fees appropriate for the privilege 
of operating nonresident commercial vehicles in Alaska.

CSHB 31 (TRSP) would accomplish the following:

1. Shorten the length of time a 
vehicle is exempt from State

nonresident 
regi st rat i on

noncominerc i a 1 
requi remen t s and

require proof of any exemption from registration.

Eliminate the distinction between resident and nonresident 
commercial vehicles for purposes of registration, assessing 
fees, and display of license plates.

Limit the authority for issuance of special permits and the 
exemption from normal registration to only short-term, one­
way unladen commercial vehicles and licensed ICC and FMC 
carriers. Permits would have to be prominently displayed.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  January 20„ 1987

SUBJECT: Registration of Motor Vehicles - HB 31

TO: Representative Pat Pourchot

FROM: Michael F. Ford / f l
Legislative Counsel

POUCHY 5YATC CAPIfOl 
JUNtAU. AtASKA-Wfll I 

'Hjf atii 3800

The following is a sectional analysis of HB 31, as 
requested:

Section 1

Lowers the nonresident exemption from registration of a non­
commercial vehicle from 90 to 60 days, and the requirement 
that registration take place after employment is lowered 
from 15 to 10 days after the person becomes employed.
Requires commercial vehicles to be registered when use 
begins, except as provided in AS 28.10.011 and 28.10.131(c).

Section 2

Requires the person claiming nonresident exemption from reg­
istration to provide proof of qualification for the 
exemption.

Section 3

Technical amendment in conjunction with section 4.

Section 4

Allows the owner of a commercial vehicle temporarily operating 
in-state to register a commercial vehicle, while maintaining 
title in another jurisdiction.

Section 5

Requires owners of c> .nmerciai vehicles licensed by the 
I.C.C. or the F.M.C., and registered in another jurisdiction



Representative Pourchot 
January 20, 1987 
Page 2

who desire to retain registration and title in the other 
jurisdiction, to register the commercial vehicle, but 
exempts the o w e : - from title requirements.

Section 6

Adds an additional exemption from registration requirements 
for an unladen commercial vehicle making a single continuous 
trip not exceeding 10 days.

Section 7

Requires special permits issued under AS 28.10.151 to be 
prominently displayed.

Section 8

Technical amendment: in conjunction with section '■*.

Section 9 

Effective date.

'•IFF: mkr 
m8/026



BILL NO: CSHB 31 (Trsp) DATE: February 19, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to registra- CONTACT: 

tion of commercial and 
noncommercial motor vehicles.

Bill Brown 
465-4335

The bill will require full registration of commercial vehicles not used 
as legitimate interstate carriers, and reduce the time period in which 
a person is required to register a vehicle.

All commercial vehicles may now obtain a "trip permit" that allows them 
to operate in Alaska for up to 90 days. Tl..s gives summer commercial 
operators an advantage over Alaska residents who must pay full fees. 
This bill restricts use of the trip permit to only licensed interstate 
carriers, and requires temporary operators to pay full fees. This is 
done to put non-resiaents on an equal economic basis with Alaska 
residents while, at the same time, not placing a restrictive burden on 
legitimate interstate carriers.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill.

WILLIAM R. NIX
Acting Commissioner
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