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Fact Sheet: The Armenian Genocide

J During the second half of the nineteer*h century, the Armenian population of the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire became the

J

J

target of heightened persecution by the Ottoman™ government. These persecutions culminated in a three decade period dur-
ing WhICh_lthe Armenians were systematically uprooted from their homeland of 3,000 years and eliminated through massa-
cres or exile.

The Pattern of Persecution; 1894-1924

1894-1896 200,000 Armenians massacred during the reign of the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid I1.
1909 21,000 Armenians massacred in Cilicia. _ . . .
1915-1923 1,500,000 Armenians perished, and more than 500,000 were exiled from their homes in the Ottoman Empire.

At the beginning of World War I, there were some 2,500,000 Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire. Since the Armenian
Genocide, fewerthan 100,000 declared Armenians reside in Turkey. Armenian citizens of Russia were also subject to massa-
cre during the Turkish invasions of 1918 and 1920.

Mobilization for World War | Sets the Stage for Genocide

1 On August 2. 1914, tgeneral mobilization of the Turkish army was declared, like their fellow Turkish citizens, all able-bodied Ar-
menian men, with few exceptions, were called up for military service. Beginning in February, 1915, the Armenians in the armed
forces were segregated into labor battalions, disarmed, and ultimately worked to death or massacred.

J 2. Also in August, 1914, the Young Turk government began to release_murderers and other confirmed criminals from prisons

throughout Asia Minor and placed them in the Special Organization (Teshkileti Mahsusa) for the express dpurpose of ending the
"A£men|an Question™ by annihilating the Armenians. Whole villages were massacred outright in the fall and winter of 1914 in the
eastern provirices.

J. InFebruary. 1915, the Turkish government disarmed the Armenian mountaineers of Zeitun, near Marash, and, deported the popu-
‘ation to the Salt Desert near Konia, or to the Syrian desert. Packed into boxcars, or forced to walk, often without food or water
for days, they quickly perished. Deportations and massacres soon became the plight of Armenians in other areas.

4. On April 24. 1915, about 200 Armenian religious, political, and intellectual leaders were arrcstrj in Constantinople (Istanbul), ex-
iled, or taken to the interior and murdered. Similar measures were executed throughout the empire in all A.menian centers.

5 The Edict of Deportation was f(_)rma’I\IX promulgated on May 27, 1915. Soon afterwards, Armenians throughout the Ottoman Em-
pire were deported on short notice. Men were Usually separated from the Rroup and massacred. The remaining women, children,
and elderly were marched across Asia Minor and Turkish Armenia to the Syrian desert, constantly attacked by brigands and the
Special Organization "guards” who were ostensibly to offer protection. Thousands were kidnappéd. Most of the deportees were
massacred Or died of starvation, disease, or exposure.

6. Approximately 500,000 Armenian refugees esca?ed to the north across the Russian border, south into Arab countries, or to Europe
and the United States. Thus, the Armenians of the Ottoman Empire were virtually eliminated from their ancestral homeland as a
result of a carefully executed government plan of genocide.

7. Armenians who did return from exile to their homes following World War 1 found conditions uncertain, despite assurances by the
Allies that their lives and property would be secure. With_the rise of Mustapha Kemal d(Ataturk) beginning in 1919, the Armenians
again were subjected to waves of nassacres. Those who survived either fled or were expelled by the Kemalist regime in 1022-24.

".. .When the Turkish authorities gave the ordersfor these deportations, they were merely giving the deathwarrant to awhole race: they
understood this well, and. in their conversations with me. they made no particular attempt to conceal thefact.

"I am confident that the whole history of the humanrace contains no such horrible episode as this. The greatmassacres and persecus
lions of the past seem almost insignificant when compared to the sufferings o fthe Armenian race in 1915."

Henry Morgenthau, Sr., U.S, Ambassador to Turkey

Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story N

(Deubledav, Garden City. 1918. Second Edition. Plandome, N.Y.. 1975.
rp. 309.321-22.)

For further information and documentation, contact:

Armenian Assembly of Ameriea
1420 N Streef’. NW
Washington. DC 20005

- Phone:%2021332-3434
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To affirm the Armenian genocide.

IN THIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 21. 1083

Mr. Fashayan (for himself and Mr. w axm an) submitted (lie following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

To affirm the Armenian genocide.

"Whereas the Armenian genocide was conceived by the
Turkish government and implemented from 1915 to
1923, resulting in the extermination of one and a half
million Armenian men, women, snd children, the depor-
tation of an additional five hundred thousand survivors,
and the elimination of a two thousand five hundred-year
Armenian presence in its historic homeland;

Whereas trne Armenian genocide is amply documented in
the archives of the United States, as well as of Ai stria,
France, Germany, and Great Britain;

Whereas United States Ambassador to Turkey Henry Mor-
genthau organized and led protests by all nations,
among them Turkey’s allies, over Turkey’'s program of
race extermination;



Whereas an organization known as Near East Relief, char-
tered by an Act of Congress, contributed some
$113,000,000 from 1915 to 1930 to aid the Armenian
genocide survivors and, whereas, one hundred and
thirty two thousand orphans became foste™ children of
the American people;

Whereas the fact of the Armenian genocide was confirmed
in Senate Resolution 359 dated May 13 1920, which
stated in part, “the testimony adduced at the hearings
conducted by the subcommittee of the Senate Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations have clearly established the
truth of the reported massacres and other atrocities
from which the Armenian people have suffered”;

Whereas the fact of the Armenian genocide was also con-
firmed in House Resolution 148 which stated in part,
“that April 24, 1975, is hereby designated as ‘National
Day of Remembrance of Man's Inhumanity to Man',
and the President of the United States is authorized
and requested to issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to obsernve such day as a
day of remembrance for all victims of genocide, espe-
cially those of Armenian ancestry who succumbed to
the genocide perpetrated in 1915 and in whose
memory this date is commemorated by all Armenians
and their friends throughout the world”;

Whereas former President Jimmy Carter in a May 16
1978, speech at the White House stated in part, “| feel
very deeply that |, as President, ought to make sure
that this (Armenian genocide) is never forgotten”;

Whereas the United States, during the March 14 and 16,
19"9, sessions of the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights, voted in support of paragraph 30 in a
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report entitled, “Study of the Questions of the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide” which
stated, “Passing to the modemn era, one may note the
existence of relatively full documentation dealing with
the massacres of Armenians.”;

Whereas the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, an
independent Federal agency, unanimously resolved on
April 30, 1981, that, "the Armenian genocide should
ke included in the Holocaust Museum Memorial”;

Whereas President Ronald Reagan in Proclamation num-
bered 4838, dated April 22, 1981, stated in part, “like
the genocide of the Armenians bcfore it, and the geno-
cide of the Cambodians which followed it—and like too
many other persicutions of too many other peoples—
the lessons of the holocaust must never be forgotten”;
ad

Whereas the fact of the Armenian genocide has been docu-
mented, affirmed, and reaffirmed for over six decades:
Now, therefore, he it

1 Resolved, That the policy of the United Stales has cm+
2 braced and shall embrace these historical events.-

0



98th CONGRESS ff j RE’S 24’\/
16T Session fl. - -

To designate April 24, 1984, as “National Day of Remembrance of Man's
Inhumanity to Man” .

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 21, 1983

Mr. Coelho introduced the following joint resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Post Office and Civil Service

JOINT RESOLUTION

To designate April 24, 1984, as “National Day of
Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity to Man™.

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That April 24, 1984, is hereby designated as “National Day
4 of Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity to Man,” and the
5 President of the United States is authorized and requested to
6 issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United
7 States to observe such a day as a day of remembrance for all
8 the victims of the genocide, especially the one and one-half
9 million people of Armenian ancestry who were victims of the
10 genocide perpetrated in Turkey between 1915 and 1923, and
11 in whose memory this date is commemorated by all Arme-
12 nians and their friends throughout the world.



£2

k1

IHTII niNIHTIIKK S P

p n n o/
IKT 0, 1\LO. "4

v P

1
1

Kiprr*«itirf Ifir woicr of ihr Small' lliaf 1lr fnrripi |uiiry ti( Hr Inilnl Hlilrs
k*U ldd sm«ml ul lia* fraab s ihr in iind fet uilirr

y*gnmrt.

IN Till*: HKNATB OK TUB UNITKI) STATICS

(K-niaaa 1 (Irjri'Utirfl iy, OmiKKi 1). *HL
M. 1**in 1I'< himvIf and Mr. Wil-iui*) KNIl isr I];gﬁm’e rrHslulmu;
ki *u reli-rml Inllr GiHindllr al tWif T li oy

RESOLUTION

Kiprcssing the sense of the Senate thit the foreign policy of the
Uniled Suti'i should toko account of the genocide of the

Armenian people, and fur other purpose).

Whereas the Armenian genocide wai conceived by tho Turkish
Ottoman (luvecminent and implemented from IUI5 to IM2II,
resulting in tho extermination of ono and one-half million
Armenian men, women, and children, tho deportation of ar,
additional fivo hundred thousand survivors, and tho elimina-
tion of a two-lhoussnd-fivc-liuudrcd-ycar Armenian presence

in iu historic homeland;

W hrrras the Armenian genocide is amply documented in the
Archives of the United Stales, as well as of Austria,

Prance, Oerinany, and (Jrral Hritain;

Wherein 1lniit-J States Ainhussador lu Turkey Ili-iiry Morgen-
tluiii organise d olid led protests by all nations, among them
Turkey's allies, over Turkey’s prugruui uf race extermina-
tion;

Whereas an organisation known us Near Kuxt llelief, chartered
by uu Act uf Congress, contributed some $1 I.',tMX),(HKt
from ItHfi lu I'IMO lu aid the Armenian gcuncidu survivors
and, whereas, one hundred and thirty-two lhuusuiid orphans

liet aiue foster clbldrcu of the American |tcuplc;

s l— » J— / | 1 [ [ i

Whereus the fact uf the Armenian genocide was confirmed in
Senate Kesululiuii Ufi'l, dated Muy Id, 1U2U, which .slated
iu purl, "tlm testimony adduced ut tho licuriugs conducted
hy tim aulH'ummiltcu uf tim Seuutu (Jumiiiillcu nit Pnrcigu
Ifehilinus have clearly established the truth of the rc|M>rled
muasueres and ullier atrocities fruin which the Ariueiiinii

|H'ople have suffered";

Whereus the fuel uf the Armenian gcuncidu ivus also confirmed
in House Kesolutioii | IH which stated in purl, “limt April
eI, IIHnN, is hereby designated us ‘Nutiuunl Day of Ifcnicill-

hnilicn of i*uli’s lithumuuily to Muu', und the President uf

tIm United Slulca is uullmrised und requested tu issue a

pruchimaliuu culling upun tim people of tim United .Slates to

observe such day us a duy id remenibraiicu fur nil victims of
genocide, cslicciully lliusu uf Armenian ancestry wlm suc-
cumbed lu the genocide perpetrated in IllIfi, und ill whose
memory this dale is eoninieuioruted hy ail Armenians und

their friends throughout the world";

Whereus former President Jimmy darter ill u May IIl, IH7H,
s|lhtcli ul the While Utilise staled iu part, "I feel very
deeply that |, os President, ought lu make sure Itint this

(Armenian genocide) is never hilgnllcu™;

Whereas the United Slulcs, during the Uurcli 14 und id, ID71),
sessions uf tlim United Nations (hmimiisiuu on Human
Itiglils, vuted in suppurt uf paragraph 30 in a report enti-
tled, "Study of the Quesliuus of the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Ucnucido” which staled, “ Passing to
the modern cru, unu may note tlm existence of relatively full

ilueum. ‘iluliou dealing with the massacres uf Armenians."”;

Whereas ihu United Stales llulucsust Memorial Council, an in-
dependent Federal ngeiiey, tmunimuuily rosulved on April
:i(), IUHI, that, "tho Armenian geiiueido should be included

iu lhu Holocaust Museum Memorial™;

Whereus President Heiigau iu Proclamation numbered 4B3B,
dated April 22, llItfl, stated iu part, "like tIm gcnucidu uf
tlio Arnieuiuus befuro it, and tim geuucidu of tim Cambo-
dians which fulluwcd it— and liku too many other persecu-
tions of loo many other peoples— tho lessons of tim holo-

caust must mivcr be furgolten”; and

1 * 1 * i,]

Whereas tim (set uf ihu Armenian genocide has W u document-

ed, ulfirmcd, und reaffirmed fur uver six dccadei; Slid

Whereus il has been tho policy ul the United Stales tu acknowl-

1

fi

edge these historical events: Now, limrefuru, bo il

HCtUlUtJ, Tliat it is tlio sense ol tim Senate tint tim
President und tlm Secretary uf Stute should, in formulating
und currying out the foreign |ailiey of tim United States, rec-
oguise anil take into uceuuul the genueidu of the Armenian
people.

Skil. 2. It is further the seitou of the Senate that tim
President simnhl direct his representatives, including the Per-
iilnmeul llepreseiilntive of the Uniled Slates lu the Unites!
Nntions, to cummunieutc it all appropriate limes in interna-
liuosl fnrumi the shimrrcnen of the United Stales (luveni-
mecnl to the genocide of the Arineninn |H-nple.

oKU. Il. TIm Secretary uf the Senate shall lruusmil a
copy of this rcsulalion to the President and the Secretary of

State.
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The S3rh \laska Legislature calls to the attention of -11
L Lastuib Vs enenDranee " national connectoration of the lives
the holocaust, which has been scheduled for April 29 -May 6,

The  ited States Holocaust Memorial Council, created in 1930 at
the rt-cuest n- a oresidentiai commission, serves to coordinate, on a
«'tional -calc, a period of tine durlng which each American can
psrt:tipaco it: a united remembrance of, and tribute to, the victins of
the Holocaust.

"e find it appropriate to invite all Alaskans to join with the
members cf this body is a moment of silent reflection upon the _
unspeakable horrors that were visited upon our fellow nan during this
terrible period in the history of mankind and to renew yet again out
deeDost commitments to creating a world in which such violations of
human dignity will no longer be tolerated.

Alaskans join all Americans in recognizing the period April 29 -
Hay A 191A as "D.-vs of Remembrance",

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE ~ /*RESIDENT OF THE fCNATE

Dite: February 9, 1984
Rtque»r*Jby: Sens. Kerttula, V. Fischer, Ray

& Josephson; Reps. M. M. _.Miller

& Goll
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State Dept. Hit for Opposing Hill Mention of Armenian ‘Genocide’;

By John M. Goshko
suaiy« Fattun «rim

Slate Department lobbying against a con-
gressional resolution recalling “the geno-
cide of the Armenian people’ has sparked
charges from Congress and the Armenian-
American community that pressure from
Turkey has caused the department to deny
the facts of history.

At issue is a nonbinding congressional
resolution that has prompted intense crit-
icism in Turkey because it 6tnles that
Turkish authorities from 1915 to 1923
systematically eliminated a 2,500-year Ar-
menian presence in the country by killing-
1.5 million people and deporting 500,000
more.

Most impartial historians
large-scale persecution and killing occurred,
but successive Turkish governments have
denied that there was a genocide campaign
and have reacted furiously to charges like

agree that

those in the congressional resolution. Ac-
cordingly, the Turkish Embassy here and
its public-relations representative, Cray &
Co., mounted a strong effort on Capitol Hill
and gained the support of the State Depart-
ment, which regards Turkey as an impor-
tant ally in the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization.

Despite the opposition, tI House passed
the resolution Sept. 10. The Senate Foreign
Relations Committee approved it Sept. 12,
but because it did not go before the full Sen-
ate for a vote last week in the rush toad-
journment, it has died for this session.

In a statement Thursday, Sen. Carl Levin
(D-Mich.), one of the principal sponsors,
told the Senate that because of procedural
questions he had decided against trying to
attach it as a rider to the continuing appro-
priations bill. However, his lengthy remarks
contained harsh words for the State Depart-
ment.

Echoing criticism by other members of
the House and Senate, Levin noted that
President Reagan, in d 1981 proclamation
memorializing the World War |l holocaust
of the Jews, had specifically cited “the geno-
cide of the Armenians before it.*

Yet, Levin continued, State Department
officials, seeking to dissuade him from spon
soring the resolution because it would
"muck up relations with the Turkish gov-
ernment,* had insisted ’that the Armenian
genocide has never been documented.’

“Neither the republic of Turkey nor the
State Department should be allowed to
deny the facts of the Armenian genocide or
the role of the United States in attempting
to stop it,” Levin said.

The department's position was spelled
out in June by Richard R. Burt, assistant
secretary for European affairs.

He told Congress that passing the res-
olution might encourage Armenian terror-

ists who have assassinated more than 50
Turks in different countries since 1975 and
that it would damage U.S. relations with
Ankara by giving the impression that Wash-
ington sides with the terrorists and is not a
reliable ally.

Lastly, Burt argued that the events de-
scribed in the resolution were a “matter of
historical record’ and the department thus
saw ’no utility* in characterizing them. That
was an attempt to avoid taking a stand on
whether the charges were true.

However, Levin and other congressional
sources said that department officials, lob-
bying against the resolution, repeatedly had
made the argument that the charges
against Turkey are ambiguous and cannot
be proven with certainty now.

That-was described by Levin as "an un-
believable and outrageous denial of decades
of U.S. policy which infuriated me and oth-
ers in Congress, as it did the Armenian

community and those students of history
who know the difference between fact and
fiction.”

Department officials argue privately that
the real issue is not arguing about events of
almost 70 years ago but avoiding an anti-
American reaction that they say threatens
to sweep Turkish society. That, they con-
tended, would damage NATO's southern
defenses and undermine U.S. efforts to in-
fluence internal Turkish stability and res-
olution of Turkey's dispute with Greece
over Cyprus.

But Levin saw the matter differently. He
noted that the State Department had advo-
cated ratification of a 37-year-old inter-
national treaty outlawing genocide and
said:

"We are also being urged by the same
State Department to not acknowledge that
the first genocide of the 20th century ever
happened.’





