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Requesting the Government of the United States to reassert jurisdiction 
over Wrangel Island, Herald Island, Henrietta Island, Jeannette Island, 
and Bennett Island together with the surrounding outer continental 
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Siberian Seas and to pay the State of Alaska compensation for damages 
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Soldotna, A laska 99669 
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Senate District D 
Box 784

Senator Pau l A. Fischer W hile  in  Ju n ea u

Pouch V
Juneau, A laska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

S t a t e  S e n a t e

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  M i t c h  Abood, wiaiunan 
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  Co mmittee

S e n a t o r  Paul F i s c h e rFROM:

SUBJECT: S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  61
(reasserting U.S. s o v e r e i g n t y  over W r a n gel Island)

DATE F e b r u a r y  10, 1988

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  the above r e f e r e n c e d  
r e s o l u t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  State A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  at your 
ea r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  convenience.

As y o u  are u n d o u b t e d l y  aware, I introd u c e d  this identical 
r e s o l u t i o n  in 1986. It p a s s e d  the Senate on a v o t e  of 16 Yeas 
and 4 Nays and d i e d  in t h e  H o u s e  at t h e  end of the F o u r t e e n t h  
Legislature.

B a s i c a l l y  w h a t  this r e s o l u t i o n  does is to r e q u e s t  t h a t  the 
go v e r n m e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  St ates r e a s s e r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  
Wrangel, Herald, Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett Islands;, 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  o uter Contin e n t a l  Shelf w i t h i n  
th e  A m e r i c a n  W a t e r s  of the C h u k c h i  and East S i b e r i a n  Seas 
and to pay the Sta te of A l a s k a  c o n m p e n s a t i o n  for d a m ages 
from t h e i r  loss.

If y o u  s hould h a v e  f u rther need for information, m y  office 
can p r o v i d e  additi o n a l  background. It is also i n teresting  
to  n o t e  t h a t  w i t h i n  h o u r s  of introduction, the State  Department 
W a t c h  had c o n t a c t e d  me and h a s  k i n d l y  offered t o  p r o v i d e  
up - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  this subj ect matter.

P A F / s g n



Senator Paul A. Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
So ldotna, A laska 99669 
(907 ) 2 6 2 -9 420  W 

262 -9 269  H

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

w

S t a t e  S e n a t e

While in Juneau
Pouch V
Juneau, A laska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

S e n ator M i t c h  Abood, C h a i r m a n  and 
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

Senate State A f fair s C o m m ittee

S e nat or Paul Fischer p f -

S enat e J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  61
(reasserting U.S. s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  W r a n g e l  Island)

DATE: February 15, 1988

I apprec i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h e  above r e f e r e n c e d  r e s o l u t i o n  
b e f o r e  the S enate State A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  on Friday, F e b r u a r y  19.

As you are u n d o u b t e d l y  aware, I i n troduced this identical 
resolu t i o n  in 1986. It p a s s e d  the S e n a t e  on a v o t e  of 16 Yeas 
and 4 N a y s  and died in t he H o u s e  at th~ end of t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  
Legislature.

B a s i cally  w h a t  this r e s o l u t i o n  does  is t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  the 
g o v e r n m e n t  of the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e a s s e r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over 
Wrangel, Herald, Henrietta, Jeannette, and B e n n e t t  Islands;, 
t o g e t h e r  with the s u r r o u n d i n g  o u t e r  Continen tal S helf w ithin  
the A m e r i c a n  W at ers of the Chukchi and East S i b e r i a n  Seas 
and to pay the State of A l a s k a  c o n m p e n s a t i o n  for d a mages 
from t h e i r  loss.

The legal basis and h i s t o r i c a l  ground s s u p p o r t i n g  the v a l i d i t y  
of our c l a i m  to these islands is set forther t h r o u g h o u t  the 
w h e r e a s  clauses of t h e  resolution.

I've at tac h e d  a p a c k e t  of m a t e r i a l s  for the c o m m i t t e e ' s  i n f o r m a­
tion (accumulated in 1986 as well as n e w  m a t e r i a l s  r e c e i v e d  this 
y e a r ) . Further materia l is a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t  from m y  
office.

PAF/sgn

A t t a c h m e n t s
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