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FACT SHEET

JUNE 17, 1988 

HARVEY CUSHING, M.D., DAY

Dr. H a r v e y  C u s h i n g  is b e i n g  h o n o r e d  n a t i o n a l l y  this y e a r  
as "a g r e a t  A m e r i c a n "  w i t h  t h e  iss ua n ce  of t h e  H a r v e y  Cushing, 
M.D. c o m m e m o r a t i v e  stamp. T h e  s tamp will b e  r e l e a s e d  on J u n e  
17th, 1988.

N e u r o l o g i c a l  s o c i e ti e s n a t i o n a l l y  are r e q u e s t i n g  th ei r 
state l e g i s l a t u r e s  t o  p r o c l a i m  C u n e  17, 1988 as H a r v e y  C u s hi ng 
Day to c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t he stam p' s i ssuance and to furt he r 
h o n o r  A m e r i c a ' s  f o r em os t p i o n e e r  in t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
n e ur ol o g i c a l  surgery.

Dr. Cushing, w h i l e  a p h y s i c i a n  at J o h n  H o p k i n ' s  Medi ca l 
University, p i o n e e r e d  m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  of b r a i n  and spinal cor d 
surgery. H e  b e c a m e  k n o w n  as the f a th er  of n e u r o l o g i c a l  
s u rg er y i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  for h i s  l a b o r a t o r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
clinical a p p l i c a t i o n s  of n eu ro l o g i c a l  surgery.

P r io r to Dr. C u s h i n g ' s  su rgical developments, t he c ou rs e 
of central n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  d i s e a s e s  co ul d n o t  be a l t e r e d  and 
w er e u s u a l l y  fatal. W i t h  the n e w  methods, p a t i e n t s  w i t h  
n eu ro l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r s  f r eq ue n tl y b e n e f i t  from s u r g e r y  and 
return to normal life.

Dr. C u s h i n g ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to the medic al  community, 
m a n y  Americans, and c o u n t l e s s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  ha v e 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  i m p r o v e d  o u r  w a y  of life and is d e s e r v i n g  of the 
national r e c o g n i t i o n  he is n o w  receiving.
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