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(907) 276-4487

January 15, 1988

The Honorable Mitch ^bood 
Chairman
State Affairs Committee 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding Senate Bill 288, 
"An aot relating to the use of a pqlitical party name by a 
candidate". SB 288 addresses a serious difficulty endemic only to 
legislative and gubernatorial elections in our etate. The 
presidential portion of the statute is clear as to a process by
which o candidate and a party are identified, As we found, to our
ohagrin, in 1986, no such clarity exists in statute regarding the 
identiflcotion of a candidate with our party or another party 
should the candidate choose to avoid a primary and yet utilize our 
party label by attaching some qualifier to it,

Thousands of Alaskans have worked to build political parties with 
stated philosophies in our platforms end resolutions, with 
incumbents of whom we are proud as they espouse our political 
philosophies and with candidates who are the embodiment of our
publio leadership. A basic foundation of party activists is the
identity of the Party through our namoo and symbols. The elephant 
13 clearly a Republican and the donkey is clearly a Democrat. That 
clarity in tho public’s mind, however, 13 subject to confusion when 
qualifiers are added to the name and primaries are avoided.

Whether an "independent Republican" runs, a "moderote Democrat" 
runs or any other of the tremendous number of qualifiers that could 
be used to condition Republicans or Democrats as they run, the 
qualifiers merely add confusion to the system and, frankly, allow 
gomeemonehlp at tho publlo't expense. Simply put, if a candidate 
chooses to run as a Republican, Democrot, Libertarian or any other 
party and there is competition, we have a tried and true system of 
competition colled tho primary to determine the standard bearer for 
thot party. If o candidate chooses to Identify with a party by use 
of the name that candidate should do so honorably by competing in 
the established process.

c tor oy l«t Rieufc'letn Party ofA'ama. 750 E f  Anenoriga, A'aiU_«990), JW ^ T »Nf
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Page Two 
Chairman Abood 
January 15, 1986

Even though there are points which may need clarification between 
the parties, the public has come to expect and indeed demands to 
examine the records, platforms and differences between incumbents 
of tho parties, and Indeed the parties themselves. Although 1986 
provided only one candidate who used what he described as a "neat 
trick" to avoid the primary, 1 could anticipate more such 
gamesmanship in 1988 if the statute is not clarified. Therefore, 1 
advocate on behalf of the Republican Party passage of Senate Bill 
298.
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J a n u a r y  15, 1 9 8 8  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  
P o u c h  V  _. ‘;. 

J u n e a u ,  .Ak 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d ;

I e n d o r s e  t h e  c o n c e p t  e m b o d i e d  in S B  288, w h e r e b y  
state, c a n d i d a t e s  w o u l d  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  u s i n g  
t h e  n a m e  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  t h e i r  
c a m p a i g n  i n  a n y  w a y  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  i n t e n d e d  b y  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a c k  R o d e r i c k  • 
P a r t y  C h a i r  .. ' '

William D. Bobrick
Executive D irector

(907) 562-3050 
P.O. Box 10-4199 • Anchorage, A K  99510



§ 15.25.170 Elections § 15.25.180

B a l lo t  a c c e s s  r e q u i r e m e n t —  W h e re  p ro te c tio n  c la u s e s  o f  th e  A la s k a  C o n s ti tu -
th e r e  w a s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  fo rm e r  b a l- tio n  by  e ffe c tiv e ly  e l im in a t in g  a  n e w  po-
lo t a cce ss  r e q u ire m e n t  o f  1 ,000 s ig n a tu r e s  li tic a l p a r ty ’s  a cce ss  to  th e  b a llo t. V o g le r
c a u s e d  co n fu sio n  a m o n g  v o te rs  o r  a n y  v . M ille r , S u p . C t. O p. N o . 2562  (F ile  No.
o th e r  p ro b le m , t h e  in c re a se  to  a  m in im u m  6959), 651  P .2 d  1 (1992).
o f  s ig n a tu r e s  e q u a l  in  n u m b e r  to  3 p e rc e n t Q u o te d  in  V o g le r  v. M ille r , S u p . C t.
o f  v o te s  c a s t  in  la s t  e le c tio n  in  o rd e r  to  0 p. N o . 2639  (F ile  N o. 6 9 5 9 ), 6 6 0  P ,2d
m a k e  a l l  b a llo t  acce ss re q u ire m e n ts  u n i-  (1983)
fo rm , v io la te d  t h e  free  sp e e c h  a n d  eq u a l

Sec. 15.25.170. Required n u m b e r  of signatures for district- 
wide office. Petitions for the nomination of candidates for the office 
of state senator or state representative shall be signed by qualified 
voters of the election or senate district in which the proposed nominee 
desires to be a candidate equal in number to at least one percent of the 
number of voters who cast ballots in the proposed nominee’s respective 
election or senate district in the preceding general elc :tion. A  nomi­
nating petition may not contain less than 50 signatures for any dis­
trict. (§ 5.54 ch 83 S L A  1960; a m  § 139 ch 100 S L A  1980; a m  § 27 ch 
85 S L A  1986)

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  — T h e  1986 n o m in e e 's "  fo r " h is "  a n d  in  th e  se co n d  sen-
a m e n d m e n t  d iv id e d  th e  se c tio n  in to  tw o te n c e  d e le te d  "n e e d  c o n ta in  m o re  t h a n  200
.sen ten ces by s u b s t i tu t in g  "A " fo r "pro- s ig n a tu r e s  n o r"  fo llo w in g  " p e ti t io n "  a n d
v id ed  t h a t  no ." in  th e  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  su b - " i t"  p re c e d in g  " c o n ta in  le s s"  a n d  in s e r te d
s t i tu te d  "one" fo r " th r e e ,"  "v o te rs  w ho  c a s t "n o t.”
b a llo ts "  fo r "v o te s  c a s t"  a n d  " th e  p roposed

Sec. 15.25.180. Requirements for petition. The petition shall 
state in substance
(I) the full name of the candidate,
12) the full resident address of the candidate.
(3) the full mailing address of the candidate,

(4) the name of the political group supporting the candidate,
(5) if the candidacy is for the office of state senator or state repre­

sentative, the election or senate district of which the candidate is a 
resident,

(6) the office for which the candidate is nominated,
(7) the date of the election at which the candidate seeks election,
(8) that the cundidute meets, or will meet, as required by law, the

specific requirements of the office for which he is a enndidate,
(9) that the subscribers ure qualified voters of the state or election 

or senate district in which the candidate resides.
(10) fRcpculed, § 45 ch 85 SLA 1986.1
(II) that the subscribers request that the candidate's name be 

plnced on the ballot,

(12) thut the proposed cundidute accepts the nomination and will 
serve if elected, with the statement signed by the proposed enndidate,

NOTES TO DECISIONS
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§ 15.25.220 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  S u p p l e m e n t  S 15.30.025

(13) if the candidacy is for the office of the governor, the name of 
the candidate for lieu'enant governor running jointly with him,
(14) the name of the candidate as he wishes it to appear on the 

ballot, and

(15) that the candidate is not a candidate for any other office to be 
voted on at the primary or general election and that he has not filed 
another nominating petition or declaration of candidacy for the office 
for which this petition is filed. (§ 5.55 ch 83 S L A  1960; a m  § 22 ch 80 
S L A  1963; a m  § 140 ch 100 S L A  1980; a m  § 45 ch 85 S L A  1986)

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  1986 to  v o te  for th e  c a n d id a te  a t  th e  g e n e ra l  
a m e n d m e n t re p e a le d  p a ra g ra p h  (10), e lec tio n ."  
w h ich  re a d  " T h a t  th e  s u b s c r ib e rs  in te n d

Article 3. Presidential Party Primary Election.

Secs. 15.25.220 —  15.25.280. Presidential party primary election. 
IRepealed, § 1 ch 2 SLA 1984.]

Chapter 30. National Elections.
A r t ic le

1. P re s id e n t  (§ 15 .30 .025)

Article 1. President.

S e c t io n
25. Q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  l im ite d  p o litic a l 

p a r t ie s

Sec. 15.30.025. Qualifications for limited political parties, (a) 

A  limited political party m a y  be organized for the purpose of selecting 

candidates for electors of President and Vice President of the United 

States by filing with the director at least 90 days before a president al 

general election a petition signed by qualified voters of the state 

equaling in number at least one percent of the number of voters who 

cast ballots for President at the last presidential election. The petition 

shall state that the sigi ers intend to organize a limited political party, 

that they intend to select candidates for electors of President and Vice 

President of the United States at the next succeeding presidential 
election, and the name of the limited politicul party.

(b) A  limited political party organized under this section m a y  not 

assume a name which is so similar to un existing political party as to 

confuse or mislead the voters at an election. If the director determines 

that the name of the limited political party set out in a petition is 

confusing or misleading, he m a y  refuse to accept the petition for fil­

ing.

26



I5.30.U1U A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s

Article 1. President,

§ 15.30.025

Section
lu  I 'ro v is io n  lo r  se lc c iiu ii o f  e le c to rs  
20. N u m b e r  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  se le c tin g  

c a n d id a te s  
25. Q u a lif ic a t io n s  fo r l im ite d  p o litica l 

p a r t ie s
30. Q u a lif ic a tio n  o f  e le c to rs
•10 R e q u ire m e n t o f p a r ty  p led g e
50. I n te rp r e ta t io n  o f  v o te s c a s t fo r  enndi-

S e e t io n

d a le s  fo r  P re s id e n t  n n d  V ice  P re s i­
d e n t

(ill. N o tif ic a tio n  o f  e le c to rs  
70. P la c e  a n d  t im e  o f m e e tin g  
80. F i l l in g  o f  v a c a n c ie s  
90. D u t ie s  o f  e le c to rs  

100. C o m p e n s a tio n  o f e le c to rs

II

C o l l a t e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  — 25 A m . J u r .  
2d. F le c tio n s , 1. 3 . 4, 9. 77 A m . J u r .  2d, 
U n ite d  S ta te s .  * 43.

29 C .J .S ., E le c tio n s , 91, 9 4 , 97,

111(11, 174, 210121; 91 C .J .S ., U n ite d  
S ta te s , §5 27, 2 8 .

P re s id e n t ia l  a n d  v ic e -p re s id e n tia l  
e le c to rs . 153 A L K  1066.

Sec. 15.30.010. Provision for selection of electors. Electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States are selected ‘ay elec­
tion at the general election in presidential election years. (S o.Ol ch 83 
SLA 1980; a m  ? 10 ch 71 S L A  1972)

L e g is la t iv e  h i s t o r y  r e p o r t s .  — For 
rep o rt on  ill. 71, SLA  1972 I1CSSU  383 
am  H i. se e  1972 H o u se  J o u r n a l ,  p. 898.

Sec. 15.30.020. N u m b e r  and m a n n e r  of selecting candidates.
Kuch political party shall select a number of candidates for electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States equal to the number 
ol senators and representatives to which the state is entitled in 
Congress. The candidates for electors shall be selected by the state 
party convention or in any other manner prescribed by the bylaws of 
the party. The chairman and secretary of the state convention or any 
other party official designated by the party bylaws shall certify a list 
of the names of candidates for electors to the director or or before 
September I in presidential election years. i$ 6.U2 ch 83 S L A  1900; a m  
; 1-13 ch 100 S L A  19801

E ff e c t  of iim i-n d m c n tK . 'f lu -  1980 'l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r"  n e a r  tin* e n d  o f th e  
a m e n d m e n t s u b s t i tu te d  " d ire c to r"  fu r - e d  ion  ***

See. 15.30.025. Qualifications for limited political parties, nil A  

limited political party may he organized for the purpose of selecting 
candidates lor electors of President and Vice President of the United 
States by filing a petition with the director at least 90 days before a 

pii-Milelitial ipoieial election signed by qualified voters of this state 
equaling in number at least three percent of Alaska's total vote for
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* 15.30.030 ISunioNs s 15.30.0G0

<

President nt tl»v» last presidential election. Vho petition shall state that 
the signers intend to organize a limited political party, that they intend 
to select candidates lor electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States at the next succeeding presidential election, and the 
name of the limited political party.

tbi A  limited political party organized under this section may not 
assume a name which is so similar to an existing political party as to 
confuse or mislead the voters at an election. If the director determines 
that the name of the limited political party set out in a petition is 
confusing or misleading, he may refuse to accept the petition for filing.

*ci A  limited political party organized under this section shall cease 
to he a limited political party whenever its presidential candidate fails 
to receive at least 10 percent of the total Alaskan vote cast for the office 
of President at a presidential election, u  1 ch Kit) S L A  1070; a m  t t' 
ch I U 0SLA 1080»

E f f e c t  o f  o m e m lm e i i i s .  T h e  ItiHll 
a m e n d m e n t .Mib.»hUite«l ’ih r c i lo r "  fur 
" l ie u te n a n t  c o v e n to r"  svhe io  it a p p e a r s  
n e a r  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  l o s t  s e n le m e iifM ib -  
'o c l io n  i.O o lid  a t  I lie  liei’in n in c  o f  th e  lo s t 
s e n te n c e  o f  su b s e c tio n  iln . m » o rte d  "co n - 
o r a l"  p re c e d in c  "e le c tio n "  n e a r  t l ie  m id d le  
o f  th e  litx t s e n te n c e  o f  s tih se c tio n  i .n .  a n d

oiM T tetl " l im ite d "  p re c e d in g  p o litic a l 
p a r ly "  n e a r  th e  h e c m n in c  a n d  e n d  o< «!;*■ 
■■ectiml s e n te n c e  o f  suhittfction  M l. a t  th e  
In -c m m n c  o f  th e  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  a n d  n e a r  
t l ie  m id d le  nl th e  se c o n d  s e n te n c e  o f  sub- 
se c tio n  'lo .  o n d  o t th e  l ie c m m n c  a n d  n e a r  
th e  m id d le  u f  su b se c tio n  t o

Sec. 15.30.030. Qualification tif electors. Any qualified voter 
except a United States senator in representative or person holding an 
otTice of trust or profit under the United States may he selected as a 
candidate lor elector. 1$ (*.03 ch 83 S L A  lUGOi

See. 15.30.010 Uet|uirenu*nt of party pledge. The party shall 
lequire fniiii eacii candidate to • elector a pledge that as an elector he 
will vote for the candidates nominated by tlie party of which he is a 
candidate. (>; (*.01 ch S3 SI.A 191*01

See. 15.30.050. Interpretation of votes cast for candidates for 
President and Vice President. In voting for presidential electors, a 
vote marked tor the candidates for President and Vice President is 
considered and counted as a vote for tlie presidential electors of the 
party. 1* <*.05 ch S3 S L A  l‘.)(*01

See. 15.30.000. Notification of electors. W h e n  tlie results of the 
election of presidential electors have been determined, the director 
shall send a certificate uf election to each elector and shall notify the 
electors of the tune and place of their meeting and of their duties as 
electors, 1* li.tM ch 83 S L A  lUtiO; a m  * M 5  ch Kill S L A  19801

E f f e c t  o f  f i m e m l m e i i t x .  1 10* I tits* 1 l i e u t e n a n t  t p i v e r t i u r "  n e a r  t h e  m n l i l l t *  <i(
i l iu i ii ld u  iit m iM iI i iHhI diiPctMr* fo r th e  w t l o t i

1 115
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President at the Iasi presidential election. The petition shall state that 
the signers intend to organize a limited political party, that they intend 
to select candidates lor electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States at the next succeeding presidential election, and the 
name of the limited political party.
tbl A  limited political party organized under this section may not 

assume a name which is so similar to an existing political party as to 
confuse or mislead the voters at an election. If the director determines 
that the name of the limited political party set out in a petition is 
confusing or misleading, he may refuse to accept the petition for filing.

tci A  limited political party organized under this section shall cease 
to be a limited political party whenever its presidential candidate fails 
to receive at least 10 percent of the total Alaskan vote cast for the office 
of President at a presidential election. tS 1 ch 160 S L A  1970; a m  S 1*14 
ch 100 S L A  1980)

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  T h e  15180 in s e r te d  " l im ite d "  p re c e d in g  "p o litic a l
a m e n d m e n t s u b s t i tu te d  " d ire c to r"  fo r p a r ly "  n e a r  th e  b e g in n in g ,a n d  en d  o f  th e
" l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r"  w h e re  it  a p p e a r s  seco n d  s e n te n c e  o f  su b se c tio n  m l. a t  th e
n e a r  th e  m id d le  o f t h e l i r s i  s e n te n c e  o l'su li-  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  m d  n e a r
se c tio n  la i  a n d  a t  I tic b e g in n in g  o l'lli  la s t  llio  m id d le  o f  t In* se c o n d  se n te n c e  o f  s u b ­
se n te n c e  o f  su b s e c tio n  d o . in s e r te d  g e n -  s e c tio n  (Id. a n d  a t ti e  b e g in n in g  an d  n e a r
e r a l "  p re c e d in g  " e le c tio n "  n e a r  th e  m id d le  th e  m id d le  o f  su b se c tio n  Icl.
o f  th e  firs t s e n te n c e  o f  su b se c tio n  la i ,  a n d

Sec. 15.30.030. Qualification of electors. Any qualified voter 

except a United States senator or representative or person holding an 
office of trust or profit under the United States may he selected as a 
candidate lor elector, t sf 6.03 ch 83 S L A  19601

See. 15.30.040. Requirement of party pledge. The party shall 
require from each candidate for elector a pledge that as an elector he 
will vote for the candidates nominated by the party of which he is a 
candidate. (5 6.01 eh 83 SLA 19601

See. 15.30.050. Interpretation of votes cast for candidates for 
President stud Vice President. In voting for presidential electors, a 
vote marked lor the candidates for President and Vice President is 
considered and counted as a vote for the presidential electors of the 

party. t$ 6.05 eh 83 SI A  1960)

See. 15.30.060. Notification of electors. W h e n  the results of the 
election of presidential electors have been determined, the director 
shall send it certificate of election to each elector and shall notify the 
electors of the time and place of their meeting and of their duties as 
electors. <xf 6.06 ch 83 S L A  I960; a m  S 145 ch 100 S L A  19801

5 15.30.030 Ei.iktionh S 15.30.060

E ffe c t  o f  M in cm lin cn tN . T h e  lilS ll " l ie u ie n a n l  g o v e rn o r"  H ear th p  m id d le  of 
lin e lid m e n t M lb 'l l l i l lc d  " i l i ic t lu r "  fur t h e ’•c d u m




