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S u b j : SB 266 Smo ke Detectors

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  it if y o u  co uld s c h e d u l e  S B  266 w h i c h  deals 
w i t h  "Smoke Detectors".

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  and regula t i o n  1 3 . A A C  50.020 r e qu ire smoke 
d e t e c t o r s  in all guest rooms in h o t e l s  a n d  l o d g i n g  h o uses used 
for s l e e p i n g  purposes. They are a l s o  r e q u i r e d  in all d w e l l i n g  
units (apartments, condos etc.) e x c e p t  single famil y homes, 
d u p l e x e s  a n d  triplexs bu ilt b e fo re 1975 t h a t  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  
sold. L i v i n g  units are not defined in t h e  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  Code 
(UBC) . Dwell ings units are defined in the U B C  and u s e d  in the 
state fire m a r s h a l l ' s  regulations.

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for smoke d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  and m a i n t e n a n c e  in 
rental p r o p e r t y  is not c l early defined.

A l a s k a  has the h i g h e s t  per capita d e a t h  rate b y  fire in the 
w e s t e n  world. This legislation w o u l d  h e l p  to r educe fire d e a t h s  
in Alaska.

This legis l a t i o n  w o u l d  have n e g l i g i b l e  financia l impact on rural 
a nd u r b a n  Alaskans. There is no fiscal note t o  the state d u e  to 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of this legislation. This change is also 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  the fire service in Alaska.

IhsjKiirC



ft) >1

0  H  
W

H  

2  <  
W  C/3 

S
H  U
01 M  

< J  
CU «  
W  3

a  a .

B I L L  NO: DATE:
SB  266 A p r i l  22,  1987

T I T L E :  CONTACT:
An  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m o k e  G o r d o n  B r u n t o n
d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s

AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  w o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  b y  t h i s  b i l l  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  c h a n g e s  
t h e  t e r m  " l i v i n g "  u n i t  t o  " d w e l l i n g "  u n i t ,  r e q u i r e s  a  l a n d l o r d  
t o  i n s t a l l  d e t e c t o r s ,  a n d  r e q u i r e s  a  t e n a n t  t o  r e p l a c e  b a t t e r i e s  
i n  D. C. p o w e r e d  u n i t s .

S m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  h a v e  p r o v e n  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  l i f e  s a v e r s  i n  
f i r e s ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  n a t i o n a l l y ,  d e a t h s  b y  f i r e  d r o p p e d  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s .  50 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  h o u s e h o l d s
a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d e t e c t o r s .  T h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
b e  f i r e  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  d w e l l i n g s  w h e r e  d e t e c t o r s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  
n o t  o p e r a t i n g  p r o p e r l y .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ' s  c h a n c e s  
o f  s u r v i v i n g  a  f i r e  a r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  86 p e r c e n t  w h e r e  a  p r o p e r l y  
i n s t a l l e d  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  i s  p r e s e n t .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e f f o r t s  t o  h a v e  d w e l l i n g s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  r e g u l a r l y  m a i n t a i n e d  
s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .

A r t h e r  E n g l ' r s h

r r  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  SB 266. 
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Bill Version : SB 266
R E Q U E S T :    Publish Date: ________

Revision Date:__________________________ Agency Affected * Publ Safety
Title:An act relating to smoke detection B R U . Fire Prevention

devices.__________________________________  _______________________________

Sponsor- spnat.nr minran_______________  Components:________________
Requestor: Spnat-p St.afp Affairs________ __________________________

* STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G F Y  87 FY  88 F Y  89 FY  90 FY  91 F Y  92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAN D&STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLA IM S
MISCELLANEOUS
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL j 1 0 n n 0

R E V E N U E 0 0 0 0 0

F U N D IN G :  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
i r r r A f . IJ u u 0 ~

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.
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§ 18.70.090 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 18.70.095

purposes or research programs, or special features of fire protection 
equipm ent found appropriate for uniformity w ithin a particu lar pro­
tection area, may be exempted from this requirem ent by the  sta te  fire 
m arshal. (§ 1 ch 48 SLA 1970)

Sec. 18.70.090. E n fo rcem en t o f  reg u la tio n s . The D epartm ent of 
Public Safety and the chief of each city fire departm ent and their 
authorized representatives in their respective areas may enforce the 
regulations adopted by the Departm ent of Public Safety for the pre­
vention of fire or for the protection of life and property against fire or 
panic. All sta te  peace officers may assist the D epartm ent of Public 
Safety in the enforcement of AS 18.70.010 — 18.70.100 and the regu­
lations adopted under it. The au thority  conferred in AS 18.70.010 — 
18.70.100 extends to the enforcement of the provisions of AS 11.46.400 
— 11.46.430. (§ 9 ch 66 SLA 1955; am  § 8 ch 117 SLA 1968; am § 20 
ch 166 SLA 1978)

NOTES TO DECISIONS

City fire  chief cun enforce stan d ard s 
w ithout delegation  by sta te  fire m ar­
shal. — The language of this section 
would indicate that the fire chief in each 
city cr.n enforce state fire standards inde­
pendently of any delegation by the stole 
fire marshal's office. Stale v. Jennings, 
Sup. Ct. Op. No. 1319 (File Nos. 2322, 
21231. .r>.r>5 P.2d 2-18 (1976*.

S tate not liable fo r city’s negligence. 
— Where the state fire marshal's office, in 
accordance with its policy, had deferred to 
the city's fire prevention agency for the 
purposes of fire prevention and inspection 
within the city limits, und, thus, the state

fire marshal referred complaints about a 
hotel to the city fire marshal for action; 
and the city conducted inspection and ini­
tiated enforcement, there is no principal- 
agent relationship between the state and 
the city which would justify holding the 
state vicariously liable for the city's negli­
gence. State v. Jennings, Sup. Ct. )p. No. 
1319 (File Nos. 2322, 24231, 555 P.2d 248 
(1976).

Coinmon-luw du ty  to tak e  action 
concern ing  fire hazards a f te r  inspec­
tion. — See note to AS 18.70.010. Adams 
v. State, Sup. Ct. Op No. 1318 (File No. 
2326), 555 I*.2d 235 (1976).

Colliitcr.il references. — Power to re- Destruction of building in emergency, 
ijuire closing of place of umuHement or 14 At.K2d 78. 
other place of public assembly because of 
fire hazard or unsanitary conditions. 140 
Al.lt 1048

See. 18.70.095. Sm oke d e te c tio n  dev ices. Smoke detection de­
vices shall be installed in all living units built, manufactured ar sold 
in the sta te . The devices shall be of a  type and deployed in a muiiiu■; 
approved by the atute fire m arshal. ($ 1 ch 148 SLA 1975)
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