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March 9, 1987

Senator Jay Kerttu la  
Alaska State Leg is la tu re  
P. 0 .  Box V 
Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear Senator Kerttu la:

The A laska C ou rt  System requests that the Senate Jud ic ia ry  Committee consider 
legis lation requ ir in g  munic ipalit ies to process uncontested minor offense c itations 
Issued by the ir  enforcement o f f ice rs ,  A  copy o f a proposed d ra ft and sectional 
ana lys is  is attached.

In most cou rt locations, citations Issued by  both state enforcement o ff ic ia ls  and 
also by municipal enforcement o ff ic ia ls  are filed with courtB. Many o f  these 
citations are reso lved by a ball fo r fe itu re  and plea o f  no contest, Processing 
cons is ts  o f  accepting payment from a defendant, e ither In person or by mall, 
If a defendant wishes to plead not gu i l ty ,  .a cou rt tr ia l Is scheduled, If a 
defendant does not respond to the c ita t ion , a bench warrant o r an o rder to 
show cause must be Issued, However, the vast majority o f these matters are 
resolved by the fo rfe ited  payment, w ithout a cou rt  appearance,

If an offense is cited under p rov is ions o f  state law, the resu lt ing f ine or 
fo r fe itu re  is paid to the general fund  o f the State o f A laska , However, under 
AS 22.15.270, fo r fe itu res  resu lt ing  from vio lations o f ord inances o f munici­
palit ies are re tu rned  to the polit ica l subd iv is ion .

As a p ract ica l consequence, th is means that cou rt s ta ff,  who are funded by the 
state, perform what is essentia l ly  an accounting function for munic ipalit ies. 
The court system proposes that munic ipalit ies take over the respons ib il ity  for 
p rocess ing  these uncontested c itation payments. Th is  procedure Is cu rren t ly  in 
place In Juneau, based on a vo lun ta ry  agreement between the Juneau cou rt and 
Juneau enforcement o f f ic ia ls ,  and works quite e ffe c t ive ly .

I



IMAR 03 '87 14:58 h CA END JUD DIST Fh XE76-634E

Senator Jay Kerttu la 
March 9, 1987 
Page Two

Th is  p rocedure  would benefit the cou rts , because resources now devoted to 
p rocess ing these payments could be focused cn o ther functions which would 
benefit both the state and loca lit ies, such p re - t r ia l  screen ing to determine 
which defendants are able to bear the costs o f  counsel appointed at pub lic  
expense, Stepped-up e ffo rts  by  the court to screen these defendants would 
resu lt in decreased costs to municipalit ies because o f  the decreased burden o f  
paying for costs o f defense.

Munic ipalit ies would also benefit by assuming d ire c t  contro l over this process. 
The court system's proposal would authorize munic ipa lit ies to enact mall-ln fine 
schedules, which would g ive municipalit ies the ab i l i ty  to determine appropr ia te  
fine payments In conjunction with spec if ic  enforcement goals, Instead o f re ly ing  
on the supreme cou rt to adopt bail fo r fe itu re  schedu les.

Some smaller po lit ica l subd iv is ions may not have the capab il ity  to process these 
citations. If a munic ipa lity  can demonstrate that the system as a whole will 
benefit from retain ing th is  function w ithin the cou rt system, the court system 
would continue to process these c itations fo r that m un ic ipa lity . It Is antic ipated 
that this exemption would app ly  p r im ar i ly  to ou t ly ing  communities which Issue 
very  few minor offense c itations.

I hope th is  Information is he lp fu l to the committee. Please let me know If I can 
prov ide  additional background .

cc: A r th u r  H. Snowden, II, Adm in istrat ive  D irector
Stephanie J ,  Cole, Deputy Adm in istrat ive  D irecto r 
Robert C ,  F isher, F iscal O ff ice r 
Sandy Canong, T ra f f ic  D iv is ion 
AreB Court Administators

S in ce re ly ,

Karla L . Forsy the  
S ta f f  Counsel

K LF tb s

A tt .
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SILL NO: SB 247 DATE: 4/21/87

TITLE: "An Act relating to
citations for vehicle and 

traffic offenses."

CONTACT: Janies D. Vaden
Deputy Commissioner

Provides uniformity of procedures involving disposition of vehicle or traffic 

offenses issued under municipal ordinances.

This proposed legislation will not affect the Division of Alaska State Troopers 

since municipal ordinances are not enforced by A.S.T.

The Division of Alaska State Troopers is neutral on this legislation.

Arthur English 

Commissioner
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STATE OF ALASKA 1987 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
OPERATING FY 87 FY 38

11 CO
1 >* 
1 u- FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
S U P P L I E S
EOUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTSjl CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATINC 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL
-------  -------

’— T---------
_ T — --------- --------------------- T------------------- 1 ----------

1

REVENUE _____I ______ ______ I ______ ______ I ______ ______ I ______ T T 1

F UN DI N C: :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
GENERAL FUNDS 0 I 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL _____________ 1 _____________

OS I T IONS:
FULL-TIME

PA RT -TIME

TEMPORARY

— ::::: 0 0 0 0
1

i i

ANALYSIS :  ( A t ' a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y )

No f i s c a l  i m p a c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t
I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i o s )  p a g e    o f
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^ l a s k a  j§ tate ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

INTERIM OFFik.c 
1024 WEST SIXTH A V til'lE  

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 0950) 
(907) 274-2843

IN SESSIO N  

POUCH V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-4714

CHAIRMAN

Senate (Committee on State ,Affairs

S ectional A n a l y s i s  for SB 247. "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to 
c i t a t i o n s  for v e h i c l e  and t r a f f i c  offenses."

S e c t i o n  1. This  s e cti on p r o v i d e s  t h a t  c i t a t i o n s  for 
o f f e nses u n d e r  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e s  for w h i c h  a fine 
s c h edule has b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  shall be d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  for p r o c e s s i n g  r a t h e r  that w i t h  the court. 
However, if the s u prem e c o u r t  b y  rule exempts a 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  from this provision, c i t a tions m a y  still be 
filed w i t h  the court. It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  o u t l y i n g  
c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  do not h a v e  t h e  r e s o urces to p r ocess 
t h e s e  citations w o u l d  still b e  p e r m i t t e d  to d e p o s i t  
c i t a t i o n s  w i t h  the court.

S e c t i o n  2. This s e ction sets forth the p r o c e d u r e  for 
r e s p o n d i n g  to a c i t a t i o n  u n d e r  a mu nic i p a l  o r d i n a n c e  for 
w h i c h  a fine s c h edule has b e e n  established. T h e  p e r s o n  to 
w h o m  the c i t atio n is issued will have five day s to e i t h e r  
p a y  the fine to the m u n i c i p a l i t y  or to p l e a d  not guilty.

S e c t i o n  3. C u rren t law req uires the court to n o t i f y  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Public S a f e t y  of convictions. Thi s s e c t i o n  
inserts n e w  language r e q u i r i n g  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  to s i m i l a r l y  
n o t i f y  the d e p a r t m e n t  if a fine p a y m e n t  has b e e n  a c c e p t e d  
for a v i o l a t i o n  of a m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e  r e l a t i n g  to 
d r i v i n g  vehicles.




