


SEN ATM COMMITTEE REPORT

FIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

Date of 5-DAY NOTICE
IN ACCORDANCE 'WITH UNIFORM RULE 23

FURTHER: TRANSPORTATION
**FISCAL NOTE(S) ATTACHED / -  **
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 24.08.035 
(see below)

1/19/87 DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE
Mr. President:

STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered SB 17

$  7

relating to vandalism of official traffic control devices and damages 
to highways and r oa d s .

and recommended:

14s replace with CS -1) & / 7  e title
^ P  new title

] attached amendment(s) and

fyj do pass

do not pass

no recommendation

individual recommendations

further referral to_____________

letter of intent adopted a*.-

** Committee (X j attached or [ ] adoi 
IX} zero i l l

( ] Committee Backup



SENATE COMMITTEE REPOUT

FIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

Date of /
IN ACCORDANCE

' / * / /
NICE 'WlTHT

5-DAY NOTICE 
UNIFORM RULE 23

**FISCAL NOTE(S) ATTACHED **
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 24.08.035 
(see below)

1/19/87
Mr. President: 

STATE AFFAIRS

FURTHER: TRANSPORTATION

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE '- I 3 !  f  7

Committee considered SB 17

relating to vandalism of official traffic control devices and damages 
to highways and roads.

and recommended:

replace with CS

[ ] attached amendment(s) and 

do pass 

] do not pass 

] no recommendation 

] individual recommendations 

] further referral to__________

same title 
I ] n ew title

] letter of intent adopted and attached

** Committee [X] attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s) 
[)^ zero [ ] fiscal impact

SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

[ ] Committee Backup Attached



TTQOi IL1 1 0 0  SLOT) 1 8 II
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  February 2, 1987

T O U C H Y  S T A T E  C A W I O l  

J U N E A U .  A l A S K A W H I  I  

1 0 /  - 1 6 S  3 8 0 0

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Draft CSSB 17(SA), relating to vandalism of 
traffic control devices and damages to highv/ays

Senator Mitch Abood, Chair 
Senate State Affairs Committee

George Uter m oh l e^ 7  
Legislative CoufnTel

This memorandum accompanies draft CSSB 1 7 (State Affairs).

SB 17 relates to vandalism of traffic control devices and 
damages to highways and roads. Sectio.i 1 of SB 17 amends 
AS 19.25.030, which creates a class A misdemeanor for 
damages to obstructions and highway construction. Section 3 
of SB 17 creates three new misdemeanor offenses in AS 19.25.

The draft CS, in addition to the specific changes to the 
definition of "private traffic control device" requested by 
staff, moves those provisions of the bill relating to crimes 
to AS 11, the Alaska Criminal Code. Since the content of 
those provisions relate more to crimes against property than 
to the maintenance and operation of roads and highways, it 
is more appropriate that the provisions be included in the 
Criminal Code.

In moving the provisions from AS 19.25 to AS 11.46 certain 
style changes were made to the provisions in order to con­
form with the drafting style for the Criminal Code. The 
substance of the provisions was not changed.
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IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE A'FFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 17 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to vandalism of official and private

traffic control devices and damages to highwavs and 

roads."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS IT.46 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 11.46.460. INTERFERENCE WITH OR DAMAGE TO HIGHWAY OBSTRUC­

TIONS OR CONSTRUCTION. (a) A driver or owner, or both, of a vehicle 

commits the crime of disregarding a highway obstruction, if the driver 

or owner, or both, drives a vehicle throu over, or around an ob­

struction erected upon a highway under autho. v of AS 19.10.100.

(b) A person commits the crime of int rfering with a highway 

obstruction, if the person opens an obstrur.ticn erected upon a highway 

under authority of AS 19.10.100 without written permission from the 

engineer in charge of the highway.

(c) A person commits the crime of destruction of highwav con­

struction, if the person knowingly damages the work upon a highwav 

under construction.

(d) Disregarding a highway obstruction, interfering with a 

highway obstruction, and destruction of highway construction are 

class A misdemeanors.

Sec. 11.46.462. UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL 

DEVICE. (a) A person, except an emnlovee of or a contractor for a

state or municipal agency acting in an official capacity, commits the 

crime of unlawful possession of an official traffic control device if

- 1 -  CSSB 1 7 ( S A )
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the person possesses an official traffic control device.

(b) Unlawful possession of an official traffic control device is 1

a class B misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of

(1) not less than $100 or more than $500 for the first 

offense; or

(?) $500 for each subseouent offense.

Sec. 11.46.464. INTERFERENCE WITH OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL

DEVICE. (a) A person, except an employee of or a contractor for a 

state or municipal agency acting in an official capacity, commits the 

crime of interference with an official traffic control device, if the 

person removes, relocates, defaces, alters, obscures, shoots at, 

destroys, or otherwise tampers with an official traffic control

device.

(b) Interference with an official traffic control device is a

class B misdemeanor and is punishable

(1) for the first offense, bv a fine of not less than $300

or more than $500, or by a sentence of not more than six months, or by

both; and

(2) for the second and each subseouent offense, by a fine

of not less than $500 or more than $1,000, or by a sentence of not

less than six months or more than one year, or by both.

Sec. 11.46.466. INTERFERENCE WITH PRIVATE TRAFFIC CONTROL

DEVICE. (a) A person commits the crime of interference with a pri­

vate traffic control device if the person removes, relocates, defaces, 

alters, obscures, shoots at, destroys, or otherwise tampers with a 

private traffic control device.

(b) Interference with a private traffic control device is a

class B misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of

(1) not less than $100 or more than $500 for the first 

CSSB 17(SA) -?-
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offense; or

(2) $500 for each subseouent offense.

Sec. 11.46.468. FORFEITURE OF PROPERTY UPON CONVICTION. Motor 

vehicles, firearms, and other personal property used in aid of a

violation of AS 11.46.460 - 11 .46.466 may be forfeited to the state

upon conviction of the offender for the crime.

* Sec. 2. AS 11.46.490 is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(5) "official traffic control device" me.ns a traffic 

control device placed on a highway, road, or trail by authoritv of a 

state or municipal agencv or a contractor emploved bv a state or 

municipal agency;

(6) "private traffic control device" means a traffic con­

trol device, other than an official traffic control device, used to 

protect persons or real or personal property from imminent danger of 

serious injury or to warn persons of the presence of an imminent 

hazard to persons or real or personal property;

(7) "traffic control device" includes a sign, signal, road

marker, barricade, flare, warning light, reflector, railroad sign or 

signal, shield, insignia, milepost, or similar device intended to 

warn, inform, or control the flow of pedestrian, equestrian, bicycle, 

or motor vehicle traffic.

* Sec. 3. AS 19.25.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 19.25.040. DAMAGES TO STATE HIGHWAYS AND ROADS. The com­

missioner of administration shall separately account for monev depos­

ited in the general fund that is derived from damages that are re­

covered from vehicle owners, drivers, other persons, or insurance 

companies for damage to property related to state-owned roads and 

highways, including bridges, overpasses, signal poles, street lights 

and poles, traffic control devices (SIGNALS), guardrails, or fences.

-3- CSSB 17 fSA)



1 The annual estimated b a l a n c e  in the accoun t m a y  be u s e d  b y  the legis-

2 lature to m a k e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for the p u r p o s e  of

3 r e p a i r i n g  the damage.

4 * Sec. A. AS 19.25.030 is repealed.
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A laska &tate ^legislature

PRESIDENT

907-465-3755

J a n u a r y  26, 1987

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

S e n a t e  Bill 17 has been r e f erre d t o  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  for 
consi d e r a t i o n .  This bill expands the c u r r e n t  statut es 
r e l a t i n g  to v a n d a l i s m  of official t r a f f i c  c o ntr ol d e v i c e s  and 
d a m a g e s  to h i g hw ays and roads.

S a f e t y  on o u r  h i g hwa ys and roads has long b e e n  of p rime  
c o n c e r n  to all Alaskans. In r e c e n t  years, the increase in the 
n u m b e r  of v e h i c l e s  on our roads, a lo ng w i t h  an increase in 
m a j o r  h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  has lead to an a l a r m i n g  
rate of accidents.

V a n d a l i s m  to t r a ffic signs, barricades, w a r n i n g  lights, and 
o t h e r  s a f e t y  devices c o n t r i b u t e s  g r e a t l y  to the deaths, 
p e r s o n a l  injuries, and p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e s  s u f f e r e d  each y e a r  on 
our highways, roads, waterways, and o t h e r  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  
property. The intent of this l e g i s l a t i o n  is to provid e  
cr i m i n a l  sanct ions for v a n d a l i s m  to and theft of traffic  
c o ntrol d e v i c e s  w h i c h  h a v e  been u t i l i z e d  to p r o t e c t  or w a r n  of 
d a n g e r s  to real or personal property.

o u t  o r  s e s s i o n
COCO YUKON DRIVE ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99516 907-274-6611

-C53--

S e n a t o r  M i t c h  Abood,
S e nat e State

S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks /
Pr e s i d e n t  of the

B ackgr o u n d  on S e n a t e  
A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to v a n d a l i s m  of official 
t r aff ic control d e v i c e s  and d a m a g e s  to h i g h w a y s  
and roads.



This b i l l  streng t h e n s  the  c u rrent p r o v i s i o n s  found in AS 
19 . 2 5 . 3 0 - 4 0  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  of the Model  S t atu te 
on V a n d a l i s m  as d e v e l o p e d  by the A m e r i c a n  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
S e r v i c e s  Assoc iation. T h e  criminal s anctions s p e c i f i e d  by 
this b i l l  c o n f o r m  with those c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  the 
A l a s k a  Statutes.

T he p a r t i c u l a r  effects of this bill are as follows:

S e c t i o n  1. AS 19.25.030 is a m e n d e d  to r e late only to
d a m a g e s  to t r a f f i c  obstr u c t i o n s  or w o r k  u n d e r  construction. 
T h i s  bill p r o p o s e s  the a d d i t i o n  of n e w  s ections 
(19.25.050-065) w h i c h  r e late  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to u n a u t h o r i z e d  
p o s s e s s i o n  of, and v a n d a l i s m  to official t r a f f i c  control 
devices.

S e c t i o n  2. AS 19.25.040 p r e s e n t l y  require s the
c o m m i n c l o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to s e p a r a t e l y  a c coun t for m oney 
d e p o s i t e d  in the general fund that is d e r i v e d  from damages to 
p r o p e r t y  r e l a t e d  to s t a t e - o w n e d  h i g h w a y s  and roads t h a t  are 
r e c o v e r e d  from v e h i c l e  owners, drivers, or insuranc e 
companies. Such r e lated p r o p e r t y  includes bridges, 
overpasses, signal poles, street lights and poles, traffic 
signals, guardrails, or fences.

T h i s  bill expands AS 19.25.040 to include "other person" in 
the c lass of p e rson s from w h o m  d a m ages to p r o p e r t y  m a y  be 
recovered. Ad ditionally, it r e p lac es the p h r a s e  "traffic 
signals " w i t h  the b r o a d e r  term "t raffic control devices".
T h e  p u r p o s e  of these a mendm e n t s  is to increase the a mount of 
m o n e y  d e p o s i t e d  in the general fund for d a m a g e s  to state 
h i g h w a y s  and roads.

S e c t i o n  3. Senate Bill 17 further amends AS 19.25 by
ad d i n g  n e w  se ctions to A r t i c l e  3 w h i c h  p r o v i d e  criminal  
s a n c t i o n s  for persons w h o  p o s s e s s  or interfere w i t h  official  
t r a f f i c  contro l d e v ice s w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y  from the 
state o r  m u n i c i p a l  agency.

S i n c e  this bill was pre-filed, further r e s earch was c o n d ucted  
by my staff. I ask that the c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r  these 
c h a n g e s  to the bill w h i c h  are of concern.

Th e  langu a g e  of the bill in p r o p o s e d  sectio ns 19.25.050 (a) 
and 19.25.055 (a) needs to be a m e n d e d  to fully a c c o m p l i s h  the 
intent of this p r o p o s e d  legislation.

My c o n c e r n  is that criminal s a n c t i o n s  m u s t  be p r o v i d e d  for 
pe r s o n s  w h o  v a n d a l i z e  a n d / o r  steal t r a f f i c  contro l devices 
w h i c h  h a v e  been u t i l i z e d  to p r o t e c t  or warn of d a ngers to real 
or p e r s o n a l  property.



As p r e s e n t l y  drafted, the bill w o u l d  m a k e  a c r i min al of anyone 
w h o  possesses, o r ' h a n d l e s  officia l t r a f f i c  control devices, 
un l e s s  t h a t  p e r s o n  is an e m p loyee or an a g e n t  of a state or 
m u n i c i p a l  a g e n c y  a c t i n g  in an o f f ic ial capacity. As you can 
understand, t h a t  small c las s of e x e m p t  p e r s o n s  ignores the 
h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  industry, g e n e r a l  contractors, p r i vate 
individuals, and others w h o  m a y  have a l e g i t i m a t e  p u r p o s e  for 
possessing, handling, and u s i n g  such d e v i c e s  to w a r n  others of 
d a n g e r s  or to p r o t e c t  t h e i r  property. As a result, I ask the 
c o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of such an a m e n d m e n t  to ex pand the 
c a t e g o r y  of i ndividuals  w h o  can l e g a l l y  p o s s e s s  a t r af fic  
co ntrol device.
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