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B I L L  NO:
SB 153

DATE: 3/9/87

T IT L E : "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
p e n a l t y  i m p o s e d  f o r  
c e r t a i n  t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e s . "

CONTACT: M a j o r  W a l t e r  J .  G i l m o u r  
A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s

P r o v i d e s  an i n c e n t i v e  f o r  s e . t b e l t  u s e  b y  m o t o r i s t s .
T h i s  b i l l  may  b e  an i n c e n t i v e  f o r  p e r s o n s  t o  w e a r  s e a t b e l t s .  

V i o l a t o r s  a r e  g i v e n  r e d u c e d  f i n e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  and t h e i r  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  
w e a r i n g  s e a t  b e l t s  whe n c o n t a c t e d  b y  t h e  c i t i n g  o f f i c e r .

T h e  c i t i n g  o f f i c e r  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  v e r y  a l e r t  t o  know i f  t h e  
o c c u p a n t s  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  u t i l i z i n g  s e a t  b e l t s  o r  s i m p l y  p u t  t h e m on whe n 
t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  s t o p p e d  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n .

T h i s  may c o n f u s e  s o me  p e o p l e  who  m a i l  i n  b a i l .  T h e y  may  n o t  d i s ­
c o u n t  t h e  10% whe n d e s e r v e d  w h i l e  o t h e r s  may  d i s c o u n t  t h e  10% whe n t h e y  
i n  f a c t  w e r e  n o t  w e a r i n g  b e l t s .  ( T h e  i s s u e  may  b e  i n  d i s p u t e ) .

T h e  b i l l  may  e n c o u r a g e  mo r e  p e o p l e  t o  w e a r  b e l t s .
T h e  b i l l  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  a mo un t  o f  f u n d s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  f i n e s .
T h e  b i l l  may p u t  a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n  on t h e  c o u r t  and t h e  T r o o p e r s .  

T h e  C o u r t  may  h a v e  t o  i s s u e  a w a r r a n t  f o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  i f  t h e r e  i s  a 
d i s p u t e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  10% d i s c o u n t .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  w o u l d  
b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e s e  w a r r a n t s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  i s  n e u t r a l  on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

W i l l i a m  R.  f / i x 
A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r
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SB 153 An Act Relating to the penalty imposed for certain 
traffic offenses by Senator Fahrenkamp.

Sectional Analysis by Senator Fahrenkamp's office 4/27/87

Section 1. AS 28.05.151(b) Form and Issuance of Citation 

Amended to include reference to proposed Section 2 of the bill.

Section 2. AS 28.40.050 Penalty for violations of law, 
regulations, and municipal ordinances.

Adds a new subsection (f) which would give a 10% reduction in 
the amount of a bail or fine if the driver and any passengers 
were wearing seatbelts at the time of a commission of a moving 
traffic violation for which the Supreme Court has established 
a scheduled amount of bail.

Examples of such infractions are speeding, running a stop sigr 
or red light, or equipment violations, i.e. infractions that 
do not carry jail time. It does not apply to infractions 
requiring court appearances, misdimeanors, or felonies, such 
as driving while intoxicated, reckless driving, or negligent 
homicide.

This bill would apply only to those- municipalities for which 
the Supreme Court has established bail for violations of 
municipal ordinances.



J \ I a s k a  (Court  R u s t e m  
j Slntc of (Alaafea 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

KARLA L. FORSYTHE 303 K S,,MI
STAFF COUNSEL Anchoroo#. Alaska 99501 (gQ7) 264-822a

M a r c h  1 8 ,  1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .  0 .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1
D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :
I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  b r i n g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  s o m e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
S e n a t e  B i l l  1 5 3 ,  a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p e n a l t y  i m p o s e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  t r a f f i c  
o f f e n s e s .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  t o  i s s u e  a r e v i s e d  b a i l  
s c h e d u l e  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a t e n  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n t h e  a m o u n t  o f  b a i l  i f  a p e r s o n  
a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  i n a  c a r  w e r e  w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  i n f r a c t i o n  w a s  
c o m m i t t e d .
T h e  b i l l  a p p e a r s  o n  i t s  f a c e  t o  a p p l y  o n l y  t o  i n f r a c t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  v e h i c l e  a n d  
t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e s  w h i c h  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  h a s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  b a i l  s c h e d u l e  i n c l u d e  
s o m e  m i s d e m e a n o r s  a s  w e l l .  T h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  c o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t u t e  
b y  a m e n d i n g  l i n e s  2 0  a n d  2 5  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r d  " i n f r a c t i o n "  t o  t h e  w o r d  
" o f f e n s e . "
I t  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  h e l p f u l  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u l d  c l a r i f y  w h e t h e r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  o f f e n s e s  u n d e r  s t a t e  l a w ,  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  o f f e n s e s  
u n d e r  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e s  a s  w e l l .
Wi t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i m p a c t  w o u l d  b e  o n  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  w h o  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
w h e t h e r  t h e  d r i v e r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l t s ,  t o  w r i t e  d o w n  t h e  
c o r r e c t  b a i l  a m o u n t ,  a n d  t o  a p p e a r  i n  c o u r t  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  a  h e a r i n g  i f  a  p e r s o n  
r e q u e s t e d  a c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  b a i l .  A n y  i m p a c t  o n  
c o u r t  p r o c e d u r e s  c o u l d  b e  a b s o r b e d  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m ' s  f i s c a l  n o t e s  i s  b a s e d  s o l e l y  o n  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  r e v e n u e  r e d u c t i o n .



Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp
March 18, 1987
Page T w o

I h o p e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  h e l p f u l .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y

K a r l a  L .  F o r s y t h e  
S t a f f  C o u n s e l

K L F  : b s
c c :  S e n a t o r  M i t c h e l l  A b o o d ,  C h a i r ,  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a ,  C h a i r ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
A r t h u r  H .  S n o w d e n ,  I I ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
R o b e r t  C .  F i s h e r ,  F i s c a l  O f f i c e r

3/11/87-1



B i l l  Vers ion:
BfiQDBST:_____________________________________ P u b l i s h  Date:

Re v is ion Date: A g e n c y  Affected:
Title: An act r elating to the penalty BRU:

imposed for c e rtain traffic offenses
Sponsor: F a h r e n k a m p  Comp on e n t s :
Requestor:

STATE O P  A L A S K A  1987 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION
F ISCAL N O T E

RJTPRNnTTnRES/REVE NUBS' » (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 F Y  89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures

• • • 
• ♦ • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • •

• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • « • 
• • • •

• • • •
• • • •  • t « t
• • • •  • • • •  
• • • •  • • • • 
• • • •  • • • •  
• • • • • • • •

• • • •
• • t  •
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
1 1 # •

• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • •

Grants & Claims 
TOTAL OPERATING

• • •
0.0

• • • •
0.0 0.0 * 0.0

• • • •
0.0

• • • •
0.0

CAPITAL

R E VEN UE (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2)

PUNDTNG: (Thousands of Dollars) •
General Funds 
Federal Funds 
Other 

TOTAL

0.0 0.0

• • • •  • • • •  
0.0 0.0

0.0

• • • • •
0.0

0.0

• • •
0.0

0.0

• • • •
0.0

0.0

• • • •
0.0

POSITIONS:
Full-time .......................................................................
Part-time . . . .  ..........................................................
Temporary .......................................................................

ANALYSIS: (Attach_.a .separate .page if. necessary)

See a t t a c h e d  analysis.

264-8215
3-19-87

3-19-87

A

Prepared by: R o b e r t  G. Fisher, Fiscal O f f i c e r  
Division: A l a s k a  Court Systejn

Approve d by: Deputy D i r e c t o r
Agency: A l a s k a  Court System

Distri b u t i o n  (by preparer):
Legislative F i n a n c e  
Legislative S p o n s o r  
Requestor
Office of M a n a g e m e n t  & Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate S e c r eta ry

Phone:
Date:

D a t e :

Page 1 o;

Alaska Co urt S y s t e m  
Trial Courts

SB 153



A LASKA COURT SYSTEM 

FISCAL NOTE 

SB 153

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  allows a 10 percent reduction in traff ic bail or fine 
am o u n t s  for m oving violations, if all persons in the v e h i c l e  are
w e a r i n g  sea tbelts at the time of committing the infraction. This
le g i s l a t i o n  will reduce fine and forfe i t u r e  revenues to the state.

To estimate fiscal impact, the Court obtained information f r o m  the 
Alaska  S e a t b e l t  Use Coalition on seatbelt utilization. The C o a l i t i o n ' s  
studies indicate that a ppro x i m a t e l y  35% of Anchorage d r i v e r s  and 39% 
of F a i r banks drivers wear seatbelts or a simple average of 37% for 
both areas. Information is not avail a b l e  for other areas of the state 
or for p a s s e n g e r  seatbelt usage. For estimating the impact of this 
le g i s l a t i o n  on revenues, it is assumed that driver and p a s s e n g e r  
seatbel t uti liz a t i o n  will average 37% for the entire state.

The fiscal impact is estimated as follows.

Es t i m a t e d  statewide  traffic v i o l a t i o n  revenues from
m oving v i o l a t i o n s  $520,000

Es t i mated p e r c e n t a g e  of seatbelt usage 37%

E s t i m a t e d  statewide revenues for traffic violations
invol v i n g  drivers and passen gers using seatbelts 192, 400

Bail or fine reduction percen tage for seatbelt use 10%

E s t i m a t e d  reduction in statewide traffic violation 
revenue s $19,240
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Position Paper

House B i l l  No. 158,3 / 5 7 3  / r j

»

For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  the  pena l t y  Imposed fo r  c e r t a in
t r a f f I c  o f f e n s e s . "

T h i s  A c t  would amend AS 28.05.151(b) to  a l l ow  a ten percen t  (10$) r educ t ion  
In the  f i n e  or ba l l  t h a t  would o therw ise  be a p p l i c a b l e  for  a moving t r a f f i c  
v i o l a t i o n  I f  t h e  d r i v e r  and passe.igers are  wearing t h e i r  s e a t b e l t s  a t  the 
t ime  o f  the  o f f e n s e .

Motor v e h i c l e  crashes are a leading cause o f  death , I n ju r y  and long-term 
d i s a b i l i t y .  They are the  leading cause o f  death t o  persons between 1 and 
35 years  o f  age. For teenagers ,  car  crash f a t a l i t i e s  outnumber the next  
f i v e  causes o f  death combined. Numerous s tu d ie s  have shown t h a t  sea t  
b e l t s  and o ther  v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  r e s t r a i n t s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  reduce the l i k e ­
l ihood o f  death or In ju r y  t o  motor v e h i c l e  occupants In vo lved  In crashes. 
E f f o r t s  t o  educate the  p ub l ic  about the  b e n e f i t s  of s e a t b e l t s  have f a i l e d  
t o  conv ince  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  v e h i c l e  occupants t o  use t h e i r  s a f e t y  b e l t s .

T h is  a c t  would prov ide  an In c en t i v e  fo r  some In d i v i du a l s  t o  wear t h e i r  
s e a t  b e l t s  by reducing the  f i n e  or ba l l  Imposed for a t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n .
The Department does not b e l i e v e  t h a t  such a law would have as much o f  a 
measurable Impact on motor v e h i c l e  deaths and I n j u r i e s ,  as would l e g i s l a ­
t i o n  r equ i r ing  mandatory s a f e t y  b e l t  use.

The Department b e l i e v e s  t h a t  the  use of s e a t b e l t s  can g r e a t l y  reduce the 
number o f  deaths and I n ju r i e s  from motor v e h i c l e  crashes .  The In ten t  o f  
t h i s  a c t  Is t o  encourage such use, but w i l l  probably  have a minimal 
Impact. The Department 's  p o s i t i o n  Is neutra l  on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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