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Honorable Victor Ellis ' J J
Tennessee House of Representatives 
Room 37, Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37219
Dear Representative Ellis:
Your dedicated efforts in naming a naval ship after General 
Cates is most appreciated.
I have forwarded your ■'nformation to our legal staff and asked 
them to prepare a State Resolution to the same affect.
This will be introduced within a week to the Alaska House of 
Representatives.
Thank you for the infonnation. I look forward to meeting you 
during the annual meeting of the American Legislative Exchange 
Council in Nashville in July, 1988.
Sincerely,

/ jeA A A

Representative Terry Martin 
Alaska House of Representatives
/laj
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Dear Legislator & Former Marine:

A group of former Marines from several parts of the nation 
have begun a project to have a U.S. Navy ship named for the late 
General Clifton B. Cates, 19th Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps.

General Cates, a native Tennessean, was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Marines on June 13, 1917. He served 
on active duty until June 30, 1954. During that time he was the 
most decorated Marine in World War I and commanded the Fourth Marine 
Division during the Saipain, Tinian and Iwo Jima operations in World 
War II. He served as the Nineteenth Commandant of the Marine Corps 
and successfully led the political fight against efforts by the 
Truman Administration to abolish the U.S. Marine Corps just prior to 
the Korean War.

As part of this worthy project to honor an outstanding 
American and career Marine officer, I have pre-filed a joint 
resolution urging that a U.S. Naval vessel be named for General 
Cates. This resolution will be acted upon when the Tennessee 
General Assembly reconvenes in January, 1988.

As a former Marine who served in the assaults against the 
enemy at Guam and iwo Jima, I am proud to be a part of this national 
effort and I would like to request your assistance in this cause by 
having your legislature adopt a resolution urging Honorable James 
Webb, Secretary of the Navy, Department of the Navy, The 
Pentagon-4E686, Washington, D.C. 20350, to name an appropriate 
warship in honor of General Cates,

I am enclosing a copy of the Joint Resolution I have 
pre-filed and I would appreciate a copy of any resolution you may 
adopt.

Sincerely

VE:cp
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