


SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

FURTHER

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE 3 / s / n
2/23/88 - ——==

Mr. President:

State Affairs Committee considered HCR ~

Designating a year of friendship with Finland

and recommended

[ Jreplace with CS DI 1 same title
[ Jor adopt CS DI]1 newtitle

[ Jattached amendment(s) and
% do pass
do not pass

no recommendation

further referral to

1
1
1 individual recommendations
1
1

letter of intent adopted

Committee [IX] attached or [ ] adopted fiscal r.ote(s)

[ 1 new [ 1 updated or [>/] previous
C>3 zero [ 1 fiscal impact
MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

[ 1 Committee Backup attached



STATE OF ALASKA
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL

request;

imj’.é{O” Nesienxii»a a TLAirurHmmnnJ
WE Pl T I BLXKY)

POW1CT

Sponsor .
Requestor

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:
OPERATING FY 88

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING

FY 89

0

0

3

CAPITAL

REVENUE -0

FUNDING: (Thousands ofDollars)

GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : Atachasgaatepase ifrecsssary)

IRAN UHR, CGHAIR
house state affairs comittee

Prepared by :

Division = *©

Approved by Cormissioner:
Agency:

No. 1
bill version - HCR 49

wmiKHmm. HOUSE 2/19/88
NOTE

(tbwsands of Dollars)

FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

=
&

Pmt> -
<

465*4947

Date:

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Fmance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office ofManagement and Budget
Inpected Agencyfies)



¢r Ox. tr-nm
r.w HHEA

hilirtf cod, »1K-C1-M

m oiaentiai Documents

Proclamation C7M of Beptocobar 17,1CA7

National Year of FriendchJp With Finland, 1088

By tho President of tho Unllod Stales of Amorica

A Proclamation

Finnish »olU#r».DLmi trrivod In till* country In IWwhen'NordJci, many of
them BBtlvss of Finland or Swodoe who spoke'Finnish, established the colony
of New Sweden In present-day Delaware. They Introduced Europoan civiliza-
tion to the Delaware River Valley and began tho transformation of a vest
wilderness. Thelrt were thoploncor aplLril and virtues that ore the foundation
of our national choroctcr. Tho 3SOth anniversary of lhcLr landing is a most
filling time to celebrate thr legtcy of Americo's Finnish pioneers and their
descendants end to recall that tiic friendship of the United Slate* and Finland
hat doep historical roote.

To commemoralo the relationship bolwecn the poopleo of Finland end the
United Elates on the SWih nnnlversory of Nuw Sweden, the Congress, by
Public Law D8-002, has designated 1500 as "NoUonel Year of Friendship with
Finland," snd he* Bulhorizod end requested the President to Issue 8 proclama-
tion In 1U observance.

NOW. THEREFORE. 1 RONALD REAGAN. President of the United States of
Amorics, do hereby proclaim JOW) as Nntionsl Year of Friendship with
Finlond. | call upon til Aruericons to obsorve tho your with appropriate

- ceromonJcs and activities.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand thlo seventeenth day of

September, In tho yeir of our I/ard nineteen hundred und clghty-scven, and of
tho Independence of the United Stolus of America the two hundred and

twelfth.
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inn stat. -wr.H public law 99-G02-NOV .

il oIt 1|

Public Low W-W 2

119th Conpress ] )
Joint Resolution

TodrsicnMr 1#1! »j the "National Yrorof Krifnd*!ip»lIM'inl.m,I *

W hereas the first Finnish settlers arrived in North America in IW
nnd. with other Nordic settlors, established the colony of New
Sweden in whnt is ijw the State of Delaware;

Whereas the settlers of New Sweden introduced European civiliza-
tion to the Delaware River Valley;

Whereas many of the settlers of New Sweden were either natives of
Finland or natives of Sweden who spoke Finnish;

Whereas, in the 17th century, Nordic communities existed in what
are now the Slates of Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jt rsey, Mary-
land, and New York;

Whereas Nordic culture was the 3d most represented culture in the
original 13 colonies during the 17th century;

Whereas some of the ancestors of John Morton, a signatory of the
Declaration of Independence from Pennsylvania, were bom in
Finland;

Whereas approximately 700,000 Americans of Finnish descent are
“now livinc in the United States:

Whereas the contributions of Americans or Finnish descent to
American history, culture, and technology have been continuous
nnd substantia);

Whereas, in 1038, festivities commemorttin;: the 300th anniversary
of the founding of New Sweden were attended by officials of the
Governments of Finland, Sweden, nnd the United States;

Whereas the Governor of the Slate of Delaware has formally invited
the people of Finland to participate in festivities in 1988
commemorating the 350th nnniversary orNew Sweden; and

Whereas the relationship between the people of Finland and the
people of the United States should be commemorated; Now, there-
fore, be it
Resulted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives ofthe United

States ofAmerica in Congress assembled. That 1988 is designated the

"Nntional Year of Friendship with Finland", and the President of

the Uniteo Stales is authoriicd and requested to issue a proclama-

tion calling upon the people of the United States to observe such
year with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

Approved November 5. 193(.
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him. Eight years Inter in 1798, George Washington became
President under the revised Constitution.

Professor Joint 1 Kolclnnaincn has an afterthought: "The
transformation of the Finns, who had settled in Sweden in the
years following 1580, had already begun there; it was com-
pleted almost imperceptibly in America."*

FINNS IN ALASKA

In 1727, r .ic Great of Russia sent an expedition led
by Vitus Bering, a Dane, to determine whether or not Alaska
was a part of the Asiatic continent. Peter the Gicat, and later
his widow Catherine, hoped to set up a profitable fur trade in
North America, as other European powers were then doing.

Bering's second voyag in 1741 look him to the strait
between Siberia and North America which now bears his
name. In 1784, Russia took possession of Kodiak Island as a
fishing and hunting base for the Russian-Arnerican Fur
Company. In the 1790s, Governor Baranov seized Sitka
Island from which the whole of Alaska was to be governed.
The capital city was Nova Archangel, nr Sitka, for short.
The southernmost base of the Sitka colony was Fort Rossia
in California, near present day San Francisco.

Meanwhile, thousands of miles away in Europe, events
that drastically affected Finland were taking place. Most of
the continent was under the dominance of France’s Napoleon
Bonaparte and Russia's Alexander 1. |lie French emperor
teamed up with Dcmark to close the Baltic to British trade,
but when he approached Gustav 1V of Sweden, .j offer was
refused. Napoleon then persuaded the Czar to declare war on
Sweden, a not too difficult task since the two countries had
been warring off and on for centuries. At the same time
Sweden would be attacked by Denmark, and Russia would
receive Finland as the prize in these maneuvers.

In September 1809, in accoidance with the general re-
drawing of the map of Europe, Sweden signed a treaty with
Russia, and gave up Finland.

With Finland a Grand Duchy of Russia. Finns began ac-
tively participating in the Russian-Arnerican Company in
Alaska. Finnish sailois in Finnish-built vessels made the
thirteen-month journey around Cape Horn. Some Finns were
political prisoners, sent from Siberia to do construction work.
Others were employed in fairly high positions.

Alexander Baranov, a former Siberian merchant, ruled
Sitka like a Czar. He built an impressive governor’s palace,

e Kolchmnincn. John I, The Finns in America, Tc. ‘icrs College
Press, Columbia University, New York, 1968.
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and furnished it with art treasures from Si. Petersburg, grand
pianos and a line library of some 1,200 works in many
languages. Vodka flowed freely at palace parties, to which
Indian women were frequent visitors.

When Baranov died in 1818, he was succeeded by a series
of governors of questionable ability and morals. Able admin-
istrators weren’t too eager to settle in that remote outpost.
However, events in Finland began to point toward belter
things in Alaska. With the country’s new status as a Grand
Duchy having its own Diet and Senate, gifted Finns could
rise to a new status in Russia. Such was the ease of Admiral
Arvid Adolf Etholcn who served as Governor-General of
Alaska from 1840 to 1845. He, with his wife and children
sailed aboard the 350-ton Turku-built Nikolai on September
12, 1839, along with fifty-three others, including Pastor Uno
Cygnaeus who would serve a five-year assignment as Sitka's
first Lutheran Minister, and R. F. Sahlberg. a scientist-doctor
who would serve for a year as a medical officer. Salilbcrg’s
diary later provided a fascinating insight into the early life
of the colony.

The Nikolai reached Sitka in the summer of 1840 after a
perilous and stormy voyage around the Horn. Sahlberg wrote:
“To be sure, the sleet and hailstones dampened the pleasure
that being on deck brings, but one had to suffer this dis-
comfort in order to see the wild seas. The waves rose high,

higher than half-mast, and broke against the ship, threatening
to engulf it completely.”

Life in the northern frontier post was both profitable and
gay. with a dizzy round of receptions, balls, drinking bouts
and card parties. Homesick aristocrats did their best to re-
create something of the grandeur of St. Petersburg. "God is
high and the Czar is far away," was the standard response to
criticism. Many were hopelessly in debt. Some were married
to Indian women. “They have been in Sitka so long that they
have abandoned all hope of getting home.” Sahlberg wrote.

Although morals were low. profits were apparently high.
The company carried on large scale trading, limiting for furs,
fishing and gold washing. Company-owned trading ships sailed
to China, the Philippines. California and Japan. At the same
time, the company’s ruthless quest for prolit drove Alaska’s
sea cows to extinction.

Governor Etholcn and his wife began their massive pro-
gram of reform, changing drastically the lives of company
employees as well as native Alaskans. A forty-bed hospital,
a public library, a playground, and a clubhouse for unmarried
men were all built under their auspices, Madame Etholcn. a
pious woman, made the altar linens for the new Lutheran



chapel and with tier husband, donated § .small pipe <«ipan
which was still in use during the 1880s. The Hlimleiis were
particularly concerned about the exploitation of the natives
and in 1841 issued an order aimed at correcting the problem.
The sale of liquor at all posts was banned even for whites.
According to Sahlbcrg, “Some of the Russians wept at receiv-
ing the order.” Fairs were begun at which natives could
display their handiwork. The most lasting gift of Madame
Etholcn was her establishment of the first boarding school
for native girls in Alaska. Etholcn Island, near Sitka, is hamed
for these good people.

Another prominent Finn was Captain Mampus Furuhjehn,
who served as a company official, and later as Alaska’s 13th
Governor-General. He was lirst assigned to Admiral Puljatin’s
research expedition to the Arctic where he christened two un-
known islands in Possict Bay the Furuhjclm Islands.

The European community in Sitka grew steadily until in
1861, its population was 2,500. It was the busiest port on
the Pacific Ocean, not excluding San Francisco. Furuhjclm
handled his duties with skill and tact. One mission in partic-
ular called for the utmost discretion and diplomacy. It in-
volved the aggravating Ice Agreement the company had with
the U.S. which required the Sitka colony to deliver thousands
of tons of ice to San Francisco to cool American drinks. New
Englanders had made a big business of packing ice in sawdust
and shipping it as far away as India. But Alaska didn't have
enough woods and woodsmen o produce enough sawdust
and the result was shipload after shipload of melted ice.

Furuhjclm approached the problem literally by the back
door. He located the lady friend of the leader of the San
Francisco businessmen’s caucus, and presented her with the
most beautiful fur in Alaska. A few days later, the lee Agree-
ment was canceled. St. Petersburg was delighted.

Another coup for Furuhjclm was the acquisition of the
whole of Sakhalin Island from Japan in exchange for a few of
Russia's Kurile Islands. But all Russian deals were not so
successful.

Some historians say that the extraordinary sale of Alaska
in 1867 to the United St itcs, came about because Grand
Duke Konstantin Nikolaycvitz of the Imperial family needed
an impressive dowry for his daughter to marry the King of
Greece. The sale was arranged in Washington between the
Russian envoy, Baron Stocckcl and Secretary of State William
Seward. Furuhjclm, who opposed the sale to his dying day.
muttered angrily that . . the sale of Alaska was a dirty
alTair.. ."

With the transfer of Alaska to the United States, many
Finns stayed on and settled, particularly in Sitka, Juneau.
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Way lie.

Indiana.

| aithanks and AiwlwSome diifled south In Seattle and
olhci mainland conminililies wliteie they could lind wink.
Gustav Wilson liccnmc the first Finnish Consul in the tcrri-
toiy. An caily pioneer pastor of the region was Reverend
lleikki Sarvcin.

T lir (Inhl llnsli  In IK9S news Hashed around the woild
that an <o inous gold strike had been made in the Kloi-"kec.
in northwestern Canada. Hordes of gold seekers p,.sscd
through Seattle on their way to the northland in search of
riches. It seemed a miracle at a time when the world was still
suffering from the depression and panic of 18%.1. Bcfoic the
gold rush ended, one man brought out one ton of gold. A year
later, there was a second gieat gold discovery near Nome,
in Alaska. In ten years. $200 million in gold came thiough
Seattle. And some of that gold found its way to Tuiku I.'ni-
vcisity in Finland, thanks to a pair of Finnish adventurers
who made good.

Kail Frederick Joutscn and Anton Fabian Johnsson. sons
of Julio Johnsson, a Turku blacksmith, were typical of many
young Finns who heard about the gold sirikes. Finnish
restaurants and bars in Seattle were swarming with would-be
sourdoughs, listening eagcily to the wild talcs of sudden
wealth. Sailors, railroad workers, miners, longshoremen and
carpenters braeged about getting as much as $700 worth of
g-'ld jus* by dipping a pan into ilic streams. The stories were
so exciting that a lot of the ncn lost what little moncv they
had. drinking! and gambling, ocfoic they ever got started. But
Kail Joutscn had a level head on his shoulders. Although he
knew English. lie kept his mouth shut and listened.

Before long he’d made careful notes on how to prepare
for the trip, when to go. and where. *Don’t go in the fall or
you’ll freeze to death." said the old hands. "And take several
reliable, expeiienecd men with you." But wheic would Kail
find someone like that?

lie was pondering the problem one evening in the Finnish
restaurant when he looked up to see a ragged young fellow
who looked vaguely familiar. It was his youngei brother
Anton who had come to America a few years before and
had been working in blacksmith shops fiom Fitchburg,
Massachusetts, to Hancock. Michigan, lie had last worked
in the copper mines in Montana and was now in Seattle, out
of a job. with a foitune of 25* in lis pocket. Anton couldn’t
speak a woid of Fngtish but he was talented and reliable.
Kail had saved $(=5() for a grubstake, enough to buy two
and a half tons of equipment and ship it to Alaska. From
then on. it would be a lifl\-lifly proposition. It was the be-
ginning of a foiiy.live ycai paitneisliip.
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I hey soon had :i fortune in gold soul began sending money
buck to a Helsinki bank. On return to | inland, they heard
that one of the leading banks had failed. lhcic were many
property liquidations and, of course, great hat gains. One was
a large building on Esplanade. Unlay an enormously valuable
piece of real estate. The brothers bought it, and cairied on
their various businesses there, for many yeats. Neither of
diem married, and when they died, they wiilccl theii fortunes
of $5 million to Turku University which at that time was in
great financial need. Today, a plague on the wall of the
university library credits Alaskan gold and the Joutscn
brothers for its existence. Professor Okivi Kniuikangas adds:
“In addition to the university library, half of the mathematics
and science buildings also came indirectly from Alaskan
gold."

Finns in Alaska became somewhat 1110lc active in polities
than elsewhere in North America. The Finnish Consul in
Anchorage. William Alex Stolt. served as mayor of the city
during World War Il. The last acting governor of Alaska
before it became a state. Waino Hendrickson, was born of
Finnish parents. Jalmar Kcrllula, at present the Majoiity
Leader of Alaska's Senate, is of Finnish descent.

TIIE GREAT MIGRATIONS

I'm going to America

Everyone is on his way.

*llie American shores are sanded
With gold they say

I'll embark from Hankoniemi
On a small boat and go.
’Cause Finland can't support
I lie children of her poor.
— | itmhli immixHinl hnlliiil—

Between the years 1864 and 1920. about 360.0(H) Finns
set sail for America, in what historians call the "new immi-
gration" of people from Eastern, Central and Southern
Europe. Like Lithuanians, Poles. Slovaks. Italians, (necks
and Russians, the Finns would provide manpowci for Ameri-
ca's expanding industrial economy. Most men headed for the
mines and mills, factories, lumber camps and sawmills but
some became fishermen. Many of the women would work
as domestics.

Although few Finns could speak English, they wcie about
eighty percent more literate than the other groups. | heir
most serious handicaps from the beginning weic laimuage

is

and lack of industrial skills. As lalccome.s, they genetally
had to hike the most menial jobs.

‘I lie new immigrants did not quickly disappear into the
American scene as the Finns did in Delaware in the 1630s
and in Alaska in the mid 1800s. Their adjustment to Ameri-
can life was slow, and often painful though partly softened
by the lively subculture that Finnish-speaking Amciicnns
developed to keep in touch with each other. Many of the
more homesick soon wondeicd how in the world they ever
fell victim to “America fever." About one-third of 'hem
eventually returned home for good.

The lure from across the sea came from several sources:
from northern Norway, from Sweden, and from talkative
Finnish sailors who had gone ashore in California duiing the
gold rush and returned to Finnish seaports with pockets full
of money. Dozens followed seaman Edvard Kolin of Turku
back to the California Gold Coast.

Earlier, in the 1830s. a Finnish farmer. William Lundell
had settled in the Fitchburg area of Massachusr'ts. Carl
Sjokahl (Charles Linn), born in Pojo parish, went to Ala-
bama, then returned to Finland where lie recruited fifty-three
workers; women went to work as maids in Montgomery and
New Orleans, and men to work on the railroad. But beyond
that, there was no mass exodus from Finland until after the
American Civil War.

The real "fever” began in Arctic Norway's Finnmark and
Tromso Provinces where, by 1865. some 6.000 Finns, mostly
from northern parts of Oulu Province, were working as fish-
ermen. miners and farmers. Life there was severe and
dangerous, particularly for fishermen who sailed the Arctic
Ocean in icy winds and storms, earning barely enough to
exist. “Few of (he poor fishermen end their days in bed,”
was the old saying. Often they spent what little inoney they
had in the local saloon, fortifying themselves foi thcit next
gamble with death.

Farmers were not much better oil. Northern Norway's
poor peat roil, sudden frosts and bitter cold made for sparse
crops and many farmers lived on the biink of starvation.

Probably the unhealthiest jobs were in the copper mines
at Kaafjord where men faced bitter cold and the constant
threat of accidents. But even those ugly jobs slacked oil dur-
ing the 186()s. then stopped, leaving’ many Finns with no
place to go.

No wonder then, that the two Quincy Mining Company
agents were so successful in recruiting Finns for work in
northern Michigan’s Copper Country. During the next twenty
years, some 700 to 1000 Finns came to the United Stales.
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