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17 M arch 1987

To: LouAnn Cutler

F rom :Jim  Slocu n rK

Subj; Guardian ad Litem Program, Office of Public Advocacy

There have been two RPL's (attached) for this program in FY87:

RPL 02-7-0062 provides $25,596 to start up and run the 
program. There will be a $17,500 carryover to FY83.

RPL 02-7-0347 provides an additional $11,000 for the 
program , $4,936 of which will be spent in FY87. $6064 will be 
carried over to FY88 for a total of $23,564.

at'Q iLH



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO: Jay Hogan 

Associate Uirector 

Division of Budget Review 

Office of Management and Budget 

Office of the Governor

date. January 29, 1987

FROM: Commissioner Garrey Peska 

Department of AdministrationM n n  f

FILE NO;

TELEPHONE NO: 465-2200

s u b je c t :  Request for Revised
Program Type 4 - RPL 

AON 027-0347

The Department of Administration, Office of Public Advocac, (OPA), is 
requesting authority to receive and expend additional federal funds.

(1) Fundi no Availability

(a) Office of Public Advocacy has applied for a grant in the to^al 

amount of 511,000.00 to expand the Volunteer Guardian ad litem 
Program (VGAL). This grant will be partially received in FY 87 

in the amount of $4,936.00.*'

(b) Funding will be pass-through funds provided by the U.S. 

Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency, through the National Council and Family Court 
Judges, Permanent Families for Children °roject.

(c) It is anticipated that these funds will be awarded, however, 

official notification has not cs yet been received. These funds 
would be awarded to carry out a one-time-only special project, 
i.e., to expand the VGAL. No future support is anticipated.

(2) New or Expanded Services to be Provided

(a) The funds are needed to expand operation of the Volunteer 
Guardian ad litem Program which has previously received fundino 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the Alasxa 
Bar Association, and the National Court-Appointed Special 
Advocate Association (CASA). The Volunteer Guardian ad litem 

Program is aimed at providing higher quality representation to 

abused and neglected children through a cost effective means by 

using volunteers in addition to Office of Public Advocacy staff. 
The funds provide partial salary and travel expenses for a 
half-time Program Director of the program. Bern .ciar.es of 

these activities are the clients of the Office of Public 
Advocacy, specifically abused and neglected children before the 
Court on Child in Need of Aid petitions.

(b) The funds in this program will be added to those grants 

previously mentoned to increase hours of the Program Director, 

provide supplies for program operation and volunteer recruitment, 

and allow for trivel to Ketchikan and Fairbanks to establish the 

beginnings of Volunteer Guardian ad litem Programs in those
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communities. The funds will be utilized to allow the Program 

Director to develop advisory committees and to train and recruit 

prospective volunteers for these activities in other parts of 

Alaska as well. Funds anticipated to be received and expended 
during FY 87 are as follows:

Personnel Services $3,353.00

Travel 1,034.00
Supplies 375.00

Other 174.00

(c) Direct services to abused and neglected children will be provided 
through the expansion of the Volunteer Guardian ad litem Program.

(d) This RPL request will expand activities previously authorized by 
RPL No. ADN 02-7-0062.

(e) The effect of a delay in approval of this RPL would be the 

inability of the Program Director to increase her hours and 

jeopardize the ability of the program to meet its goals and 
objectives.

Impact on the General Fund

(a) No general funds have been appropriated for this Volunteer 
Guardian ad litem Program.

(b) Receipt of these funds will not obligate the state to replace the 
non-general funds in the future.

(c) No mate' ing state funds are required as a condition of receiving 
these f^nds.

Position to be Funded

No new positions or existing vacant positions will be created or
funded by this grant.

Technical and Budget Aspects of the RPL

(a) These funds were not included in OPA's FY 87 budget as 0PA did 

not know at the time the budget was prepared if the grant woula 
be awarded. Funds anticipated to be received and expended during 
FY 87 (January 1, 1987 to June 30, 1987) are as follows:

$4,936.00

Personnel Services
Travel
Supplies
Other

375.00
174.00 

$4,938.00

S3,353.00 
1,034.00
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(b) As the grant period of this project is January 1, 1987, through 

February’14, 1988, OPA has included the remaining funds from this 

grant for the final seven-and-one-half months of the project 
(July 1, 1987 through February 14, 1988), in its FY 88 budget.

(c) OPA has not receiveu offici 1 funding approval for this project, 
and the increased expenditure authorization will be restricted 
pending receipt of the official document.

(d) The funds requested in this RPL will be spent during FY 87 from 
January 1, 1987, through June 30, 1987.

GP/GMB/1jo 

4/1D1/0122-03
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d a t e  W / s / p 0) _________________________

PAGE NO. ________Q - __________________

Mike M a h e r ' V 
Bu dget Analyst 
■'ivision of Budget Review 
Offi c e  of Manage m e n t  and Budget

dayA p p r o v e d  this J d Z L . day of I    , 1987

iy ' H b g a n^filrector 
D i v i s i o n / o f / B u d g e t  Review 
O f f i c e  o£ M a n a g e m e n t  and Budget

J B JHA / signature sheet3 / 9
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v ' J MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

f TO: Jay Hogan
Associate Director 

Division of Budget Review 
Office of the Governor

date: August 14, 1986

THRU: j ^ ^ a n o r ^ T i n d

FILE NO: 

TELEPHONE NO: 465-2277

fiidrews

Department of Administration
SUBJECT Request for Revised 

Program Type 4 - RPL-FY 87 

ADN 02-7-0062

FROM: Gary Bader 
Director
Division of Administrative Services 
Department of Administration

f o o  -  - 2 7  7 9  V  

7  C  o
- j <"

The Department of Administration, Office of Public Advocacy (OPA), requests 
authorization to receive and expend an additional $25,596.00 in funds from 
grants awarded to support a one-time volunteer project.

I. Funding Availability

A. Office of Public Advocacy was awarded two grants: (1) in the
amount of $23,096.00 to carry out a demonstration grant, and
(2) $2,500.00 for a rtart-up grant.

B. The Department of Health and Social Services, Office of Human 
Development Services (0HD), awarded the demonstration grant funds 

to OPA; the National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association 
(CASA) awarded the $2,500.00 start-up grant to OPA.

C. These funds were awarded to carry out a one-time-orly special 

project, Volunteer Guardian Ad Litem Program (VGAL) and no future 
support is anticipated.

II. New or Expanded Services to be Provided

A. Funds are necessary as a matching requirement to the 0HD grant 
provided to the OPA. Without matching funds, the federal grant 

will not be awarded. The funds will specifically be utilized to 
implement a volunteer guardian ad litem program. As can be found 

in detail in the attached proposal that was submitted to the 0HD, 
guardian ad litem services are utilized to represent the best 

interests of a minor in judicial proceedings. Most cases involve 
child abuse and neglect, juvenile delinquency, or contested custody 
in divorce. Due to very high caseloads, the current staff at the 
OPA is barely able to adequately represent cliencs. Each staff 

guardian ad litem is currently carrying a caseload of 100 to 120 

cases. The volunteer guardian ad litem program will follow for
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All personal services for staff attorney time, secretarial time, 

and contractual funds for office space will be in the form of an 

in-kind contribution from OPA and will not require general fund 

disbursements. Funds from OPA's general fund appropriation in the 

amount of $1,954.00 for travel and $500.00 for printing a VGAL 

manual will be used in carrying out this grant project and should 

be transferred to the federal grant collocation code assigned.

4. Position to be Funded

No new positions or existing vacant positions will be created or funded
by these grants.

5. Technical and Budget Aspects of the RPL

A. These funds were not included in OPA's FY 87 budget as OPA did not 

know at the time the budget was prepared if the grants would be 
awarded.

B. As the grant period of this project is September 1, 1986, through 

January 31, 1988, OPA will include the remaining funds from the 0HD 

grant for the final seven months of the project (July 1, 1987, 
through January 31, 1988) in its FY 83 budget.

C. OPA has received official grant approval for this project. A copy 

of the Notice of Financial Assistance Awarded is attached.

D. The funds requested in this RPL will be sent during FY 87 from 
September 1, 1986, through June 30, 1987.

E. The indirect costs involved in carrying out this project are 

included as part of the matching funds (in-kind contributions) 
provided by OPA as a condition of receipt of the 0HD grant.

Your approval of this increased authorization is appreciated. If we can be 
of further assistance, please let us know.

GB/JH/jr 
7/1D1/0813-02 

Attachments
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J a n u a r v  26, 196

The H o n c r ah ie  Jc h n Sure 
A l a s k a  State Re p re s e n t a t i v e  
P.O. B o x  V
Juneau, Alaska 99611 

De ar  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Sunc:

The O f f i c e  of Pub lic Ad vo c ac y  is c ur r en t ly  in the process of 
developing- a V o l u n t e e r  Guarcrian ad iicarry Prograur. A Guardian 
ad l item (GAi) is ap po i nt ed  by "the Court" for ev ery child the 
State of Alaska, De pa r tm e nt  of Hea lth ar.c Social Services 
catirior.s to be a C h i ld  In Need of Aid due to abuse or n e g l e n  
The v o l u n t e e r s  are individuals who advocate to the Court w h a t  
he or she be l i ev e s to be in the child's best interest.

The V o l u n t e e r  G u a r d i a n  ad litem Pr ogram is headed tv an 
a d v i s c r v  c o m m i tt ee  ccnsistincr of vol un t ee rs  who are iudces, 
family ar.c c hi l dr e n' s court masters, attorneys, co mm un it y 
m e nt a l health  providers, and current v o l u nt e er  GALs. The 
ad,risorv board st ro ngly supports the passage cf the v o l u n t e e r  
G AL  Sill, HB", and establish.ten. of Ala sk a Childr en 's  Trust 
l o r p . , S B 19 and HS57.

The a d v i s c r v  co mm i tt e e would like to a r rar.ce a "ej.rt 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  Ronreser.cst i”a S u r d , Peo resen.tatce Sell. 
S e n a t o r  Kerttula, and C om m is s i o n e r  Peska. iv'e would It!:? ~c 
discuss wi t h ”cu these bills and the c c s s i b i l i v  cf t.:e *'SA.'
— ** *■* cr ** 3 it! 'z^ ' n cr 2̂ c - n *■? 3!*.i 1 ir



L e t t e r ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S u n d  
J a n u a r y  26, 1987

P a c e  2 o f  2

M c C a r t h y ,  A s s i s t a n t  P u b l i c  A d v o c a t e ,  is c o o r d i n a t i n g  this 
e f f o r t .  H e  w i l l  be c o n t a c t i n g  y o u  in the n e x t  w e e k  to m a k e  
t n e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n c e r n  for c h i l d r e n  in A l a s k a 'a n d  look 
f o r w a r d  to w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

V o l u n t e e r  G u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

V i c t o r  c a r l s o n ,  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  

W i l l i a m  H i t c h c o c k ,  C h i l d r e n ' s  C o u r t  M a s t e r

J a n e t  K o w a L s k i ^ E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  A W A I C  

E l i z a b e t h  K e n n e d y ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  

S u e  H a r r i s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  Y c u t h  S e r v i c e s

^  C & v V
a n t  P u b l i c  A d v o c a t e

f y f a J L i l  I ^  (-> -I

A l l i n g h a m ^  E s q

•‘'tfegaft, E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n

u n i c i p a l i t y  of Anchorage  

¥ <
P a m e l a ^ R . M o n t g o m e r y ,  tA C S W ,  V G A L  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r

'  -

T



H B  7 - V o l u n t e e r  G u a r d i a n  A d  L i t e m  P r o g r a m

L e t t e r s  o f  S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  a r e  from:

D e b o r a h  O ' R e g a n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
A l a s k a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n

F r a n k  D a i l e y ,  R e g i o n a l  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  M a n a g e r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s

D a n a  F a b e ,  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r

V e r o n i c a  Duke, C h i e f  of C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  S e r v i c e s  
D i v i s i o n  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s

E l i z a b e t h  S h e l e y ,  A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y

A n n  S t o c k m a n ,  D i r e c t o r  of C r i s i s  S e r v i c e s  
S . T  • A . R .

G o r d o n  L a n t r i p ,  D i r e c t o r  
A l a s k a  B a p t i s t  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s

M i l l i  A n d r e i n i ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
T h e  C e n t e r  f o r  C h i l d r e n  a n d  P a r e n t s

W i l l i a m  D. H i t c h c o c k
M a s t e r ,  C h i l d r e n s  Co u r t ,  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

P a m e l a  K i r k  a n d  P h i l l i p  K a u f m a n  
H u m a n  R e l a t i o n s  C e n t e r

C o r r i n e  R a d e r g r a h a m ,  C o o r d i n a t o r
C l o s e  E n c o u n t e r s  a n d  A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n c y  P l a n n i n g  T a s k  F o r c e

D o u g l a s  J. S e r d a h e l y ,  P r e s i d i n g  J u d g e  
T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

R i c k  C a l c o t e
O h l s o n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  S e r v i c e s

A r d i s  J. Cry, C u s t o d y  I n v e s i g a t o r  
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

Y v o n n e  Cha s e ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  
S o u t h c e n t r a l  C o u n s e l i n g  C e n t e r

P a r e r  S c a l e s ,  P h D
F a m i l y  C o n n e c t i o n  ----  -------

L e t t e r s  a n d  p e t i t i o n  s i g n a t u r e s  f r o m  137 i n d i v i d u a l s .



JOHN SUND, REPRESENTATIVE
2504 2nd Avenue 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
(907) 225-5552

While in Juneau 
P. O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4919

M a r c h  29, 1987

M E M O R A N D U M  y i *
TO: H o n o r a b l e  M i t c h  AboefcsJ

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o ^ n  S u n d

RE: H B 7  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m
in, a n d  g r a n t s  to, t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y " .

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  it if y o u  w o u l d  s c h e d u l e  H B 7  a t  y o u r  
e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  S B 1 7 6  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  c* 3 / 2 4 / 8 7  so  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a r e  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  b i l l  is t o  a m e n d  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 4 1 0  a l l o w i n g  t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  a p r o g r a m  
t o  r e c r u i t ,  s e l ect, train, a s s ign, a n d  s u p e r v i s e  v o l u n t e e r  
g u a r d i a n s  a d  l i t e m  f r o m  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  a i d  in d e l i v e r i n g  
s e r v i c e s  in c a s e s  in w h i c h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  is 
a p p o i n t e d  a s  g u a r d i a n  ad litem.

T h e  c o u r t  is g i v e n  a u t h o r i t y  b y  s t a t u t e  t o  a p p o i n t  a n  a t t o r n e y  
o r  a g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  in a p r o c e e d i n g  w h i c h  is 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d ' s  c u s t o d y ,  s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t a t i o n  o r  in 
a n y  o t h e r  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  h i s  w e l f a r e .  A  g u a r d i a n  
a d  l i t e m  a p p o i n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  is an  
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  w i t h  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
p o w e r  b u t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c h i l d  z e a l o u s l y  
a n d  t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  abi l i t y .  W h i l e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  a t t o r n e y  
a d v o c a t e s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  w i s h e s ,  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  in t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t .

In 1974, C o n g r e s s  e n a c t e d  t h e  " C h i l d  A b u s e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  
T r e a t m e n t  Act". A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Act, t h e  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  
w a s  t o  b e  m o r e  t h a n  a s i m p l e  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  ch i l d ,  b u t  
r a t h e r  a g u a r d i a n  t o  p r o t e c t  the c h i l d ' s  l o n g  r a n g e  i n t e r e s t s .

H B 7  c a r r i e s  a f i s c a l  note, b u t  is e x p e c t e d  to  s a v e  m o n e y  in 
t h e  l o n g - r u n ,  as t h e  f u n d s  n e e d e d  t o  t r a i n  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  60 
n e w  v o l u n t e e r s  w o u l d  o n l y  fu n d  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  O P A  staff.



C S H B  7 ( J u d i c i a r y )  - A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n s  a d  
l i t e m  in, and' g r a n t s  Lo, t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  
O v e r v i e w  p r e p a r e d  b y  Rep. J o h n  S u n a ' s  o f f i c e

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S
S e c t i o n  1. s u b s e c t i o n  f a ) (6) a l l o w s  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  
A d v o c a c y  s e t  u p  a p r o g r a m  t o  t r a i n  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  v o l u n t e e r s  to 
s e r v e  a s  g u a r d i a n s  a d  l i t e m .  T h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  
b e g a n  a v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  p r o g r a m  i n  A u g u s t  1985, as a p i l o t  
p r o j e c t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  n e e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
g u a r d i a n s  a d  l i t e m  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s t a f f  time, (each 
a t t o r n e y  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  c a r r i e s  a c a s e l o a d  o f  b e t w e e n  30 
a n d  1 0 0  p e o p l e )  A s  o f  2 / 2 5 / 8 7 ,  10 v o l u n t e e r s  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a n  a t t o r n e y  g u a r d i a n  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  
A d v o c a c y .

T h e  v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e  p e r s o n a l  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e v e r y d a y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  w a r d s ,  s u c h  as 
c o o r d i n a t i n g  m e e t i n g s  a n d  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .
T h i s  h a s  a l l o w e d  t h e  s t a f f  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  m o r e  
s p e c i a l i z e d  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e d  o f  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m s .

S u b s e c t i o n  ( b ) (3) a l l o w s  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  to 
s o l i c i t  f u n d s  f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p e r s o n s .  O f f e r s  of 
m o n e t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  
f o r t h c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  
A n c h o r a g e  a n d  o t h e r s ,  so t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  w a s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  
b i l l  t o  a l l o w  e n t i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  p r o g r a m .

S e c t i o n  2 : r e s t r i c t s  n o n - a t t o r n e y  g u a r d i a n s  a d  l i t e m  f r o m  
g i v i n g  l e g a l  a d v i c e  o r  a c t i n g  as a n  a t t o r n e y  f o r  a m i n o r  a n d  
l i m i t s  t h e  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  o f  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n s ,  w h i l e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

S e c . 4 4 . 2 1 . 4 5 0. : L i m i t s  t h e  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  o f  v o l u n t e e r  
g u a r d i a n s ,  w h r  e p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h e  
N a t i o n a l  C o u r t  A p p o i n t e d  S p e c i a l  A d v o c a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  (CASA) 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  i s s u e  b e  a d d r e s s e d ,  as v o l u n t e e r  
g u a r d i a n  p r o g r a m s  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h o u t  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  a r e  
f i n d i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  in o b t a i n i n g  a f f o r d a b l e  l i a b i l i t y  
i n s u r a n c e .

S e c . 4 4 . 2 1 . 4 6 0 . : P r o h i b i t s  a n o n a t t o r n e y  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  a d  
l i t e m  f r o m  g i v i n g  l e g a l  a d v i c e  o r  a c t i n g  in t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  

a n  a t t o r n e y .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  a d d e d  in J u d i c i a r y  CS  at t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  OPA.

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 4 9 0 . : D e f i n e s  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  as a 
c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  s p e c i a l  a d v o c a t e  (CASA) to r e l a t e  A l a s k a ' s  
p r o g r a m  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  a d d e d  in 
t h e  J u d i c i a r y  CS a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m .
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IN T HE H O US E  BY  THE F I N A N C E  C O M M I T TE E

‘ CS F O R  H O U S E  BI L L NO. 7 (Finance)

IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S TA T E OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SE SS IO N

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the office of p u b l i c  a d v o ca cy  and

v o l u n t e e r  gu ar d ia n s ad litem."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Secti on  1. AS 44 .2 1. 4 10  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 44.21.410. POWE R S A N D  D UTIES [OF PUBL IC  A D V O C A C Y  OFFICE],

(a) Th e  office  of publ i c a d v o c a c y  shall

(1) p e r f o r m  the duties of the public g u a r d i a n  u n d e r  AS 13.- 

26.360 - 13.26.410;

(2) p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  and ex p er t s in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings u n d e r  AS 13.26.131;

(3) p r ov id e  g u a r d i a n  ad li tem services to c h i l d r e n  in child 

p r o t e c t i o n  actions u n d e r  AS 47.17 .030(e)  and to w a r d s  and responden ts  

in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g s  who will suffer fin an c ia l  h a r d s h i p  or 

become d ep e nd en t  u p o n  a g o v er n me n t a g e n c y  or a p r i v a t e  o e r s o n  or 

a gency if the se rv ices are not p r o v i de d at state e x pe ns e  u n d e r  AS 13.- 

26.112;

(4) p r o vi d e legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings to res po n de n ts  w h o  are f in a nc i al ly  un ab le  to e m p l o y  a tt o rn ey s 

un de r  AS 13.26.106(b), to indigent pa rt ie s  in cases i n v o l v i n g  child 

c u s t od y  in w h i c h  the o p p o s i n g  party is r e p r e s e n t e d  by c o u n se l pr o v id e d 

by a p ublic  agency, a nd  to indigent pare n ts  or g u a r d i a n s  of a mi no r 

re sp o n d e n t  in a c o m m i t m e n t  pr o ce e d i n g  c o nc e r n i n g  the m i n o r  under 

AS 47.30.775;

(5) pro v id e  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and  g u a r d i a n  ad litem
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ser vices u n de r  AS 25.24.310; in cases ari s in g  u nd e r the Uni. o r m  I n t e r­

state Comp a ct  on Ju veniles  (AS 47.15); in cases i n vo l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to 

adopt a m i no r u n de r  AS 25.2 J . 1 2 5 ( b ) ; in cases i n v o l vi n g p e t i t i o n s  to 

rem ove the di s ab il it ies of a m i n o r  u n d e r  AS 09.55.590; in c h il dr e n' s  

p r o c e e d i n g s  u n de r AS 47.10.0 50(a); an d  in cases i n v o l vi n g indigent  

pe rs on s who are ent i tl e d to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  under AS 18.85.100 and who 

cannot be r e p re se n te d  by the p u b 1 .c defende r agency b e c a u s e  of a 

c onflic t of interestsj_

(6) develop and c o or d i n a t e  a p r o g ra m  to recruit, select,

train, assign, and supervise v o l u n t e e r  gu ardians ad l i t em  f r o m  local

c om mu ni ti e s to aid in de li v e r i n g  services in cases in w h i c h  the office

of public, ad vocacy is ap p ointe d as g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m .

(b) The c o mm i ss io n er  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m ay

(1) adopt r e gu l at io n s that the co m mi s s i o n e r  c o ns i de r s 

n e c e s s a r y  to implement AS 4 4 .2 1 .4 00  - 44.21.440;

(2) report on the o p e r a t i o n  of the office of p ub l ic  a d v o­

cacy wh e n r eq ue st ed by the g o v e r n o r  or legi sl at ure or w h e n  r e q u i r e d  by 

law;

(3) solicit and ac cept grants of funds from g o v e r n m e n t s  

[THE F E D ER AL  GOVERNMENT] and f r o m  person s [PRIVATE F O U N D A T I O N S ] ,  and 

allo ca te  or res trict the use of those funds as r e q u i re d  by the g r a n­

tor .

Sec. 2. AS 44.21.41 0 is ame n de d  by a d d in g a new su bs e ct i on  to read:

(c) The co m mi s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall s e p a r a t e l y  ac co unt 

for m o n e y  rece iv ed under (b)(3) of this section and d e p o s i t e d  in the 

ge neral fund. The annual e s t i m a t e d  b a l a n c e  in the account  m a y  be used 

by the legislature to ma k e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the De p ar t me n t of A d m i n­

istrat io n to carry out the purposes  of this section.

Sec. 3. AS 44.21 is amen de d by add in g  n e w  sections to road:



Sec. 44.21.450. C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  OF V O L U N T E E R  GUARDIANS. (a) A  

v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  ad l i te m u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of the o f f ic e of 

p ublic a d v o c a c y  is not  civ il l y liable for acts or o mi s si on s d u r i n g  the 

goo d faith p e r f o r m a n c e  of duties as a g u a rd i an  unless the acts or 

o mi s si on s c o ns t it ut e  gross ne gl igence.

(b) This sect io n does not affect the civil li a bilit y of the 

office of publ ic  advocacy.

Sec. 44.21.460. N O N A T T O R N E Y  V O L U N T E E R  G U AR DI ANS AD LITEM. A 

n o n a t t o r n e y  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d ia n ad l it em  m a y  not give legal a d v ic e  or 

act in the c a p a c i t y  of a t t o r ne y for a m i no r before a court or a d m i n i s­

trative agency.

Sec. 44.21.490. DEFINITION. In AS 44 .2 1. 410 - 44.21.490, "vol- 

untee gua rd i an  ad litem" means  a c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  special ad vo c at e  

(CASA).
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