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No. 1

HB 481

HOUSE 2/26/88
Fiscal Note (Attachment)

HB 481

The Geist Road Extension will be built under Tfive projects
between 1987 and 1995. The Tfirst project Is now under contract
and the second and third projects will be ready for construction
in approximately one year. The first project (now under
contract) does not include any "Geist Rd" signs.

All signs are eligible for federal highway funding, however, the
department 1is concerned that road signs do not become too large.
Letter sizes are set by standards for the type of facility and
for this project 8 to 13 inch letters will be common. If all
signs must read "Woodrow Johansen Expy,"™ some signs will be very
large, require special structures to support, and may be
difficult to place at some locations. A compromise of "Johansen
Expy" would be appreciated where sign sizes become a problem.

There may also be some community concerns with the discontinuity

between the existing Geist Road west of University Avenue and the
proposed renaming to the east.
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WOODROW JOHANSEN

Biographical Sketch

Born November 24, 1913 In Eyak, Alaska (near Cordova)

Spent childhood years in the Cordova area. As a young man,
worked on construction crew -for the Copper River Northwestern
Railway. Originally aspired to be an engineer -for the railroad.

Graduated from Cordova High School In 1932.

Attended the University of Alaska In Fairbanks under then
university president, Dr. Charles Bunnell,

Was listed in "Who"s Who Among Student* In American Universities
and Colleges* 1In 1939.

Graduated with a B.S. degree 1in civil engineering 1in 1940. By
this time the Kennicott Copper Mine had ceased operation and the
Copper River Northwestern Railroad was shut down.

Went to work for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, then Joined
the University of Alaska engineering faculty In 1942.

Taught at the University of Alaska from 1942 to 19S an
associate professor of civil engineering.

Earned an M.S. degree In Civil Engineering *sar the University of
111inoi s in 1949.

Joined Alaska Road Commission 1iIn 1951 as assistant district
engineer of the Fairbanks district.

War, district engineer with the Valdez district from 1952 to
1954.

Became professor of civil engineering and head of the civil
engineering department at the University of Alaska in 1934,

Returned to the Alaska Road Commission at Fairbanks district
engineer in 1953, Remained In that position when the A.R.C.
became the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads.

Accepted post as Interior District Engineer for the State
Department of Highways when that agency took over responslibfllity
for Alaska®™s highway system In 1960. Remained in the position of
Interior Regional Engineer when the Dept, of Highways was
incorporated into the Department of Transportat lon & Public
Facllitles 1In 1977.

Retired from state service In 1979



Married the former Carolyn Haggstrom, »lio AUtktn born, In 1942.
Carolyn graduated from the University of Alaska with a bachelors

degree In Business Administration. She also has a bachelors and
a masters |In Education and taught for many years In the Fairbanks
school system. The Johansens have Tfour children.

Throughout his career, Woody Johansen has distinguisi.ru himc.u
as an outstanding engineer and administrator. As the Interior
District Engineer he headed up the largest highway district in
the state for over twenty years.

Under his stewardship, a number of noteworthy highway engineering
projects were completed, Includlngj

The northern half of the George Parks Highway, providing a new
and shorter route between Anchorage and Fairbanks.

The Dalton Highway, the only overland access to the Prudhoe Bay
oil fields.

The Yukon River Bridge, the fTirst bridge to span the Yukon
River in the state of Alaska.

The Moody Bridge, which carries the Parks Highway across the
Nenana River gorge near Healy.

The Hurricane Gulch Bridge, which provided the f*nal connection
between the northern and southern portions of the Parks Highway.

Numerous projects to rebuild, widen, straighten and otherwise
upgrade all of the major highways, both urban and rural, in the
Inter ior dlstrlet.

Took a strong Interest In the encouragement and development of
engineering students at the University of Alaska. Provided
opportunities for summer employment for students to give thenm
exposure to the practical applications of civil engineering
knowledge and skills.

Was named the University of Alaska Distinguished Alumnus in
1976.
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TO: Transportation Committee

SUBJECT : House Bill 481

From 1963 to 1975 1 have worked under Mr. Johansen®s
supervision iIn various functions with the Department of
Highways and from 1975 to 1979 (the time of his retirement) as
his colleague when he was District Engineer at Fairbanks and
when | was District Engineer at Nome.

There is no other man i1In Alaska whom 1 admire more. He has
dedicated his whole life to the transportation matters 1in
Alaska. The attached biographical sketch and the data
contained in the bill show this very clearly. I have no doubt
that it is warranted to honor him in this way.

This bill differs iIn some aspects from other similar ones:

1. The highway has not been built yet and iIs 1In various
stages of implementation: the western segment is
ready for construction, the eastern end is
still iIn the location - approval - and design stage.

2. The highway will connect with 2 major highways through
an urban area and therefore there i1s no confusion or
duplication of designation.

3. 1 do not know of any controversy over the name of
"Woodrow Johansen™.

The early designation has three advantages:

a) the name can be iIncorporated early enough in
planning, design and contract plans and
documents and eliminate the possibility of
duplication;

b) the signs and markers can be purchased and installed
in the usual process and extra cost is avoided? and



C) name usage 1Is assured from the start, avoiding
a problem often experienced with renaming facilities.

I have not encountered any opposition. The bill has the
support of the Fairbanks legislators both in House and Senate,
DOT/PF and the Governor®s Office, City Mayor Bill Wally of
Fairbanks, Borough Mayor Juanita Helms Fairbanks North Star
Borough and numerous people.

I have also contacted Ms Nancy Lee Baker who expressed
reservations on House Bill 437 (Mitchell Expressway; although
she thought it may be too early to name the route she had no
problem in principal.

It 1s appropriate to remember and honor Woodrow Johansen
through future generations and | hope this bill moves from
Committee and through the legislature this session.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

(7)

Date referred: 2/15/88 FURTHER REFERRALS:
DATE:
The Transportation Committee has considered HB 481

"An Act relating to naming the Woodrow Johansen Expressway.'’

RECOMMENDS:
[ 1 replace with
[ 1 attached amendment(s)
\/\  do pass
do not pass

[ 1 the same title
[ 1 anew title

no recommendation
individual recommendations
additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: [ 1 letter of intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
[ 1 fiscal impact [ ] same as previous fiscal note
[ 1 zero fiscal note published
\/\  zero with analysis [ ] same as previous zero fiscal
note published
SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chairman®s signature



COMMITTEE:

House Transportation Committee

DATE: rebruary 24, 1988

SIGN-IN

Official BuaineM

NAME Please includ(ADDRESS

-r/ o (fal s"-A*

L), Y AT7/0 P/IA/] qq S|
Acf) 77iwzy 27k /V/.ifu-: S[*UE* 1 Stew
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f e £uU ?ddress PHONE

Subject of meeting:

*HB 481; "An Act relating to naming the Woodrow

Johansen Expressway."

"An Act amending provisions relating to a
solicitation for offers to purchase or
operate the Alaska Railroad; and providing
for an effective date."..

*HB 485:

DO YOU WANT

REPRESENTING TO TESTEGY(Z\C)

2'1?7'7T&C Afc At;
Htz</a/

* indicates first public hearing



S 35.30.030 Public Buildings, Works, Etc. § 35.40.015

Sec. 35.30.030. Waiver. If a department clearly demonstrates an
overriding state interest, waiver of local planning authority approval
and the compliance requirement may be granted by the governor. The
governor shall issue specific findings giving reasons for granting any
waiver under this section. (8 3 ch 143 SLA 1977)

Sec. 35.30.040. Definitions. In this chapter

(1) "public project” means a public building or other structure, pub-
lic work, or other facility, highway, or local service road constructed or
maintained by a department; the term includes the acquisition by
purchase or agreement of land and rights in land for materials and the
extraction or removal of materials necessary for completion ofa high-
way under AS 19.05.080 — 19.05.120;

(2) "village” means an unincorporated community of the unorga-
nized borough where at least 25 people reside as a social unit. (!) 3 ch
143 SLA 1977; am 8§ 57 ch 14 SLA 1987)

Effect of umendments. — The 1987
amendment repealed former paragraph
(1), which defined "department.”

Chapter 40. Names of Public Works.

Section Section

Cl. Reeve Boulevard 15. Douglas Bridge

05. Klondike Highway 20. Brenwick/Craig Road

10. E. L. Patton Bridge 25. Dillingham to Alcknagik Road

Sec. 35.40.001. Reeve Boulevard. The ElImendorf By-Pass High-
way is named the Bob Reeve Boulevard. (I) 2 ch 52 SLA 1982)

Sec. 35.40.005. Klondike Highway. The Alaska portion of the
highway between Skagway, Alaska and W hitehorse, Yukon Territory,
Canada is named the Klondike Highway. () 1 ch 22 SLA 1982)

Sec. 35.40.010. E. L. Patton Bridge. The bridge spanning the
Yukon River at the uthcrn terminus of the highway is named "The
E. L. Patton Bridge". (1) 2 ch 19 SLA 1982)

Revisor's notes. — Knurled us AS
19.40.080. Renumbered in 1982.

Sec. 35.40.015. Douglas Bridge. The bridge across the Clastineau
Channel connecting Juneau with Douglas Island is named tlu* Doug-
las Bridge. 1ch 17 SLA 1982)



8 35.40.020 Alaska Statutes § 35.95.100

Rcvisor’s notes. — Enacted as AS
19.10.300. Renumbered in 1983.

Sec. 35.40.020. Brenwick7Craig Road. Klutina Road near Cop-
per Center is renamed Brenwick/Craig Road. (8§ 1 ch 57 SLA 1984)

Sec. 35.40.025. Dillingham to Aleknagik Road. The road from
Dillingham to Aleknagik is designated the Gateway to the Wood-
Tikchik State Park. (8 2 ch 30 SLA 1985)

Cross references. — For statement of
legislative purpose, see 3 1. ch. 30, SLA
1985 in the Temporary and Special Acts

Chapter 95. General Provisions.

Section
10. Purpose and intent
100. Definitions

Sec. 35.95.010. Purpose and intent. The purpose of AS 35.05, AS
35.10, AS 35.15, and AS 35.20 is to establish a public works depart-
ment capable of carrying out a public works planning and construc-
tion program that will provide public buildings necessary to efficient
government, and boat harbors, jetties, dikes and breakwaters neces-
sary to the economy of Alaska communities, all of which is to the
advantage and benefit of the general welfare of the public. (8 2 art |
title 1 ch 152 SLA 1957; am 8 32 ch 71 SLA 1972)

Rcvisor’s notes. — Formerly AS
35.25.010. Renumbered in 1987.

Sec. 35.95.100. Definitions. In this title, unless the context re-
quires otherwise,

(1) "construction” or a derivative of the term "construction"” means
construction, reconstruction, alteration, improvement or majoi repair;

<2) "cost of change, relocation, or removal” means the entire cost
incurred by the utility properly attributed to the change, relocation, or
removal of a facility, less any costs for improvements or upgrading
over and above the cost of a functionally equal facility; if a facility is
to be relocated and replaced with new equipment, there shall also he
subtracted from the entire cost any salvage value derived from the old
facility;

13) "department"” means the Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities;
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MEMORANDUM (10, r fan
To: Senator Mitch Abood, Chailrman
Senate State Affairs Committee
From: Representative Henry Springer
Date: March 31, 1988

Subject: HB 481 - "An Act relating to naming the Woodrow
Johansen Expressway."

Thank you for scheduling this bill sponsored by the House
Transportation Committee. I have included a letter in the
House Transportation packet giving the necessary information.

A zero fTiscal note from DOT/PF 1is attached, and the only noted
concern is the length of the name on some signs. | would have
no objection to using "W. Johansen'™ in such cases.

I think the timing is excellent; it does not create extra
cost, because the naming iIs done iIn the pre-construction stage
and there is no conflict with re-naming something.

Your consideration is much appreciated.

Attachment
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BILL HISTORY - HOUSE ACTION
HOUSE CALENDAR: FEBRUARY 29. L1988 / MONDAY “

HOUSE JOURNAL FEBRUARY 15, 1988
HB 481

HOUSE BILL NO. 481 by the Transportation Committee,
entitled:

"An Act relating to naming the Woodrow Johansen
Expressway."

was read the first time and referred to the Transportation
Committee.

HOUSE ACTION FEBRUARY 24, 1988

HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE HAS CONSIDERED HB 481 AND RECOMMENDS: DO PASS
And accaches a new zero fiscal note with analysis.

SIGNING DO PASS: Miller, Springer, Hudson, Pearce, Boucher, Cato



Fiscal Note (Attachment)
HB 481

The Geist Road Extension will be built under five projects
between 1987 and .995. The first project 1is now under contract
and the second and third projects w.ll be ready for construction
in approximately one year. The Tfirst project (now under
contract) does not include any "Geist Rd"™ signs.

All signs are eligible for federal highway funding, ho-ever, the
department 1is concerned that road signs do not become too large.
Letter sices are set by standards for the type of facii ty and
for this project 3 to 13 inch letters will be common. If all
signs must read "Woodrow Johansen Expy," some signs will be very
large, require special structures to support, and may be
difficult to place at some locations. A compromise of "Johansen
Expy"™ would be appreciated where sign sizes become a problem.

There may also be some community concerns with the discontinuity
between the existing Geist Road west of University Avenue and the
proposed renaming to the east.



W. Johansen

Expressway
(naming)

LEGISLATIVE REPORTING SERVICE (BILL SUMMARY)

HCUSE BILL NO. 481, by the Transportation Committee. Would

name the m"ontrolled access highway connecting the Geist Road

at University Avenue and the Steese Highway interchange iIn
Fairbanks the Woodrow Johansen Expressway. Johansen was a civil
engineer, and taught civil engineering at the University of Alaska
in Fairbanks. He became head of the department in 194. He was
also head of the Fairbanks district of the Alaska Road Commission,
U.S. Bureau of Public Roads, Alaska Department of Highways, and the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities.

Does not ptovide ar. effect ve date (bill becones ?aw 0 days after
being signed by the governor).

Introduced February 15, 1988 and referred to Transportation.





