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FAIRBANKS

For
CAMPERS & CAR
TRAVELERS

Map is not to scale and some di-
rections are "of " in order to pro-
vide a simple overview and
orientation aid COMMENTS
APPRECIATED, box 1992.
Fairbanks 99707.

ItVDUMP STATIONS
Cripple Creek Resort Ester
City Dump Station 2nd Ave. near Alnsknland
Russell's Texaco Third St. at Old Steese
Russell's Tesuro 12lh Ave, and Noble
Mike's Chevron College Rd. near University Ave.
Alusku Chevron Illinois at Minnie St
Texuco Minute Man Noble at Gaffney

A TANANA VALLEY CG 456-7956; 2 mi.
College Rd. on bus rt. #10. Restrooms, show-
ers, laundry, water, dum p station, tables,
firepluces, wood for sule. Tenters welcome.
$9. No hookups.

j Shopping Mulls (details reverse sidel

Points of Interest <€ Sponsors
Match to numbers on reverse side.

Compliments of: - -

SUPER 8

/ \ Campgrounds or Cumpcr Parking

SHADED AREAS: Downtown
Fairbanks. North Pole,
University of Alaska.

CHENA RIVER STATE CG; University Ave.
51 sites. Tables, fireplaces, water, restrooms.
dum p station, picnic sites, boat ramp. 5day limit.

No hookups.

A NORLITE CG 452-4206; Private. Poger Rd. off
Airport Rd. Restrooms, showers, luandry, dump

station, full hookups, grocery.

/?\ ALASKALAND 452-4529. Parking only for self-

contained vehicles. No toilets. No hookups. 5 day

limit. $5 a night. Increase expected.

3&bE . & &

ROADS END RV PARK 488-0295; Mi. 356
Richardson Hwy. Restrooms, showers, full hook-
ups. Parking $7. Hookups & showers extra.

A NORTH POLE PARK}; 5th Ave. North Pole.

Nine spaces for tents only. Restrooms, water.

OUT-OF-TOWN STATE CAMPGROUNDS.
Toilet facilities, water, picnic tables, no hookups. More
information; Alaska Div. Parks, Sportsman’s Way off Air-
port Way. Ph. 479-4114.

Lower Chutunika CG (no wnteri 11 mi. Elliot Hwy. 10 units
Upper Chutunika CG 39 mi SINtt Hwy 25 unit*
27 Milo CG 27 ml. Chona Hot Spring* Itd 38 unit*
39 Milo CG 39 mi. Chono Hot Springs Itd 18 units

w Jisa B<

All material below, including map refers to:

NORTH POLE, AK

Mile 349 Riclinrdson Hwy. (#2)
Just 13 miles SE of Fairbanks.

(32) NORTH COUNTRY INN 488-4040; Santa
Claus Lane downtown, next to Santa’s Suds. A
family restaurant. Breakfast, sandwiches,
lunch & dinner specials. Mexican specialties.

(33) SANTA’SSUDS 488-9405; Santa Claus Lane
next to North Country Inn. Modern coin-
operated laundry. 8am-10pm daily.

(34) SANTA CLAUS HOUSE 488-2200; Rich-
ardson Hwy. between both North Pole exits.
Alaskan gifts, souvenirs, toys, Christmas items,
Summers 8am-7pm.

(?) SUNSHINE TRAVEL 488-4502; Colonial
Plaza, Badger Rd. Full service, specializing in
Alaska local & arctic tours. M-F 8:30-5:30; Sat
9-4. See also two Fairbanks locations.

(35 NORTH POLE VISITOR CENTER
488-2242; Richardson Hwy. at Mission Rd.
9am-6pm. M-Sat.

(36) CORK’'S PITSTOP 488-2800; Tesoro Gas.
diesel, unleaded supreme, propane & service.

(37) Lund’s Frozen Yogurt. Church's Chicken,
American Tire Warehouse, Beaver Brook
Mall, Badger Rd. near Richardson Hwy.

NORTH POLE PLAZA MALL — Rich-
ardson Hwy. at Santa Claus Ln. M arket Bas-
ket Supermarket with pharmacy. 11 shops
including North Pole Foto. Texaco Gas,
super unleaded, propane, Dump Station,
water.

KJNP 488-2216 — Drive in Mission Rd. for '/*mi. A
Christian & family station. Visitors welcome. 100.3 P.M.

1170 AM, Ch 4 TV.
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A CHENA LAKES RECREATION AREA
488-1655; Laurence Rd. at Mi. 347 Richardson
Hwy. Drive in 2.6 miles to entrance. 78 campsites,
92 picnic siteson 2,000 ucres. Toilets, water, dum p
station, no hookups. Large lake forswimming and
non-motorized bouts, (river for motorized 1 Boat

rentals, concessions. $6 overnight. $3 day use.



{welcome TO FAIRBANKS! we hope this (
| little map has helped you anticipate your visit here i
! and/or contributed to the enjoyment of your stay. |
jj Pleasescrutinize both themap and the back side 9
I ofit. You will find it contains much information you |
“ are looking for plus other interesting tidbits. If you ¢
I have found it useful please mention it to various I
Fairbanksans, including sponsors. This will help ?
maintain continued support of its publication. Com- |
ments appreciated. -
N.L. Baker — P.O. Box 1992 — Fairbanks, AK 989707 1
=0>"<)-J

“Nunbers 9. 10and 17 co rot have loatiason the mep.

ENHANCE YOUR
ALASKAN EXPERIENCE

(7) SUNSHINE TRAVEL 479-2238/4206; Airport
Way frontage Rd. near University Mall. ALSO
corner Minnie & OId Steese Hwy. (452-8992) in
white colonial building next to Durger King. Full
service agency specializing in Alaska Adventure,
local & arctic tours, ferry reservations. M-F
8:30am-6pm; Sat9am-4pm< Minnie & Steese only).

® 11 1VERBOAT DISCOVERY 479-6673; Dale
Rd. off Airport Way. Scenic four-hour river cruise
aboard authentic sternwheelers. Live narration
with dog sled demonstration and stop ashore at
Indian river village. $25 adults. $17 children. Re-
servations advised. 8:45am & 2pnt departures.

j ALASKALAND 452-4529; Airport Way. Gold
Rush Town, Big Stampede Show, Pioneer Mu-
seum, Mining Village, Square Dance Hall
(456-5350), concessions, picnic area, bike & boat
rental, entertainment. Shops open llum-9pm.
Free Tram Train picks up at most hotels 10 times
dailv.

© ALASKA PUBLIC LANDS INFOR-
MATION CENTER 451-7352; Courthouse
Sq., Third & Cushman, lower level. Exhibits,
books, movies.

@ CHENA RIVER FLOATS & BIKE RENT-
ALS; Aluskalaml boat dock. Enter from Peger Rd.
or Alaskaland. Enjoy bike trails on 3-speeds or the
Chena in inflatable canoes. llam-8pm daily.

(g) tANANA VALLEY STATE FAIR

W GROUNDS 452-3750; college Rd. FAIR. Aug.
8-16, 1987; open Uum-10pm. Commercial & com-
petitive exhibits, midway, rodeo, entertainment,
food. Adults $4. Children $2. Seniors S3. Family
Sun-Fcst Solstice celebration June 13-21.

OHENA HOT SPRINGS RESORT
452-7867; 56 paved miles Chena Hot Springs Rd.
Indoor pool, whirlpool bathes, rustic cabins or
modern hotel rooms, lodge, camping, lots of out-
door activities. Enjoy a real Alaskan experience.

®3LEASANT VALLEY ANIMAL PARK
488-3967; 22'A mi. Cheno Hot Sp. Rd. Moose,
bison, Canada geese & more. Roam and photo-
graph on foot or on horse drawn wagon. Farm
setting for kids. RV overnight parking, no hook-
ups. Water available.

(T) CRIPPLE CREEK RESORT 479-2500. Es-
ter, off Parks Highway. Historic mining camp,
Malemute Saloon where legendary “Shooting of
Dun McGrew" come to life. Bunkhouse Restau-
rant features “all you can eat” crab dinner. See
Photosymphony of Aurora Borealis, shops for
browsing. Hotel doubles $33. RV Parking, Dump
Station, water. Transportation available.

OUTBOUND RV RENTALS 474-0968; Expe-
rience Alaska in the comfort of a motorhome ex-
ploring the breathtaking scenery of Alaska. We
have a wide variety of motorhomes to put you
within easv reach of Alaska’s finest attractions.

10) RED HAT TOURS 457-3000/479-3561; Fair-
banks sightseeing tours. The only way to really see
Fairbanks. Your guides live here!l

ALASKANA
ARTS, CRAFTS, JEWELRY

(n)THE LAST RUSH TRADING POST
457-4535; Mi. 4 Old Steese Hwy. at beginning of
Chena Hot Springs Rd. Alaskan goldjewelry made
on premises. Raw nuggets. Wide variety of Alas-
kan gifts, mining & trapping artifacts. Open
9am-7pm. Photograph picturesque log cabins!!

12) ESKIMO MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP
488-6868; Mi. 356 Richardson Hwy., 6 mi. S. of
Fairbanks. Beautiful log structure houses large
Alaskan wildlife specimens, Gift shop features
ivory, a variety of Alaskana items and souvenirs.

© PERDUE SJEWELRY 456-5105; Courthouse
Sq. downtown. Also Shopper's Forum Mall Mas-
ter Goldsmith over 25 years.

13) ARCTIC TRAVELERS GIFT SHOP
456-7080; Corner Second Ave. & Cushman, down-
town. Nutive crafts are the specialty, with demon-
strations 7 days a week. Also Alaskan jewelry,
giftware & souvenirs. 8am-10pm.

LODGING

@ GOLDEN NORTH MOTEL 479-6201; Take
Sportsman’s Way off Airport Way to Old Airport
Rd., or exit from Parks Hwy. westbound. Cable
TV., in-room coffee, shower/tub. Continental
breakfast. Airport courtesy car Park at each unit.

(15) KLONDIKE INN, LOUNGE & DINING
HALL 479-6241; Airport Way near University
Ave. Enter from frontage rd. by Sunshine Travel or
from University Ave. Large rooms with TV, phone,
shower Si tub, kitchens. Family units, coin laun-
dry, ample parking each unit. Reasonable prices.

(16) SUPER 8MOTEL451-8888; 1909 Airport Way.
next to Denny's Restaurant. Color TV, shower &
tub, phone, luundry facilities. Airport courtesy car.
Non-smoking rooms available, Near Alaskaland,
restaurants, and theater.

@H*FAIRBANKS BED AND BREAKFAST
452-4967; POB 74573. Fairbanks, AK 99707.
Single $36. Double $48 plus tax.

DINING
Cocktails Available — Comfortable Casual Dress
Always Acceptable

OWO RIVERS LODGE 488-6815; Mmi. 16
Chena Hot Springs Rd. Providing finest in gour-
met dining & true Alaskan hospitality since Ter-
ritorial days. Featuring Fresh Seafood flown in
daily. Prime Rib, tender aged Steak, tantalizing
Appetizers, world renowned Desserts by Stasha.
Rave reviews have appeared in world-wide pub-
lications. Wed-Sat 5-10pm; Sun 3-9pm. Reserv-
ations recommended. Open year round.

Note #7 refars 10 3 sgparate points of interest dl on Cllem Hot
Sorings Itd.

(is) TURTLE CLUB 457-3883; Mi. 10steese Hwy. in
historic Fox. A fine dinner house. Prime rib in 3
appetite sizes, giant prawns, lobster, BBQ ribs
(Wed, Th, Sun). Salad Bar. Dinner 6-10pm Wed-
Sat; 5-9 Sun. Reservations recommended. EXx-
tended Lounge hours.

(19) NORTH COUNTRY INN 457-8289; mi 107,
Steese Expressway in Fox. Full dinner menu,
steaks, prime rib, seafood. Music for good listening
and dancing in lounge. Frivolous Foxie Follies
nightly in summer. RV parking o.k. See per-
mafrost ice cliff in back of building.

OTHER GOOD EATING

Q’\ DENNY S — Farthest north Denny’s in the world!
Airport Rd. next to Super 8 Motel.

(21) CLAUDIO S 451-8500; Second St. next to Steese
Expressway. Can enter from OIld Steese or across
from Gavoru Mall. Wholesome Kalian dishes, fine
pastries. Lunch 1lam-3pm, dinner 5-9pin. "Lower
48" prices. Closed Sunday. Delightful decor.

AUTO & PEOPLE NEEDS

22) FAIRBANKS MUFFLER & AUTO RE-
PAIR 452-2511; s. Cushman at Vun Horn Rd.
Complete exhaust systems, brakes, shocks, wheel
alignment, trailer hitches. Large stallsand outside
area for all RVs. Usually service while you wait.

@3 AUTO SERVICE COMPANY. TOYOTA-

w VOLVO-GOODYEAR . 456-6217; 3285 S.
Cushman. Full line Goodyear tires for cars, RVs,
& trucks. Complete automotive service center.
M-F 8am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm. (tires only).

@H MOBAT TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE 452-7131;
3601 So. Cushman at Van Horn Rd. Michelin Si
Dunlop tires. Brakes, front end alignment &
shocks. Can accommodate largest RVs. Com-
petitive prices.

() TOTEM CHEVRON 456-4606; Corner GafTney
& Barnette St. Atlas tires, batteries & accessories.
Mechanic on duty. Good old-fashioned service or
self-serve. 7am-10pm. (Sunday 8am-8pm>.

26) FAIRBANKS SMALL ENGINE 456-6202.
Van Horn between Lathrop & Peger. We service
most small gas generators and sell Toro Products.

27) UNIVERSITY AVE. CAR & TRUCK
WASH ; University Ave. nearCollege Rd., next to
C&J's drive-in Coin-operated, 24 hours a day,
large paved area and bays for largest RVs.

(28) LKJ COMMUNICATIONS 452-7990; Corner
Van Horn Rd. Si International Way. For all ofyour
C.B. Si radio accessory needs.

(29) ARCTIC RENT-A-CAR 451-0111; Airport
frontage Rd. between Gillam & Cushman. Free
pickup airport, "B&B”, hotels, train. Credit card or
cash deposit. Active military, AARP, AAA dis-
counts. Cars'Vans. Reasonable rates incl. map.

(30) B&C LAUNDROMAT, SHOWERS & DRY
CLEANING; campus Corner, College Rd. &
University Ave Also Eagle Plaza. Third St. &
Steese Expressway. Summers: 8am-midnight.

31) AURORA ANIMAL CLINIC 452-68U55; col-
lege Rd. near Aurora Dr. Mon-Fri 8am-Ilam and
2pm-5pm; Sat 10am-2pm.

MAJOR SHOPPING MALLS

JA [BENTLEY MALL — College Rd. & Old Steese
Hwy. Safeway, Pay & Save with pharmacy
(456-2151). 30 other shops, including A Touch of
Gold, gold nugget jewelry.

B GAVOIITA MALL — 3rd St. between Old Steese
and Steese Expwy. M arket Basket, Pay & Save
Home Confer and 7 other shops including Fair-
banks Fast Foto.

Fc{ SHOPPERS FORUM - Airport Way & Cow-
les. Market Basket Supermarket plus 15 other
shops, including Fairbanks Fast Foto, Perdue's
Jewelry (also in Courthouse Sq. downtown).

UNIVERSITY CENTER MALL - Airport

Way at University Ave. Safeway, Pay & Suve
with pharmacy (479-4289). 21 other shops.



SENATE COIMMITTEE REPORT

FURTHER FINANCE

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE S~~/-~7 r1 \(

4/22/88
Mr. President:
STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered HB 437
naming the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway
(with House Letter of Intent)

and recommended

[ 1 replace with CS, )[1 same title

[ 1 or adopt CS J[1 new title

[ 1 attached amendment(s) and
JXF do pass
do not pass
no recommendation
individual recommendations

further referral to

el bl b bd e

letter of intent adopted

Committee [/] attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s)
[ 1 new [ 1 updated or [/$ previous
[ 1 zero fiscal impact
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SENATOR KEN FANNING PO. BOX V-STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 80929 JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
COLLEGE, ALASKA 99708 (907) 465-3880

MEMORANDUM
Senate
DATE: MAY 5, 1988

TO: SENATOR MITCH ABOOD
CHAIRMAN - STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

FROM: ~ SENATOR KEN FANNI

RE: HB 437

I would like to clarify my position regarding HB 437, relating to the
Robert J. Mitchell expressway. Since my testimony was recorded at the
Fairbanks North Star Borough Library in March, 1986 1 have reviewed a
substantial amount of testimony relative to this issue.

I have a great deal of r. spect for Robert J. Mitchell, his family, and
thier contributions to the Fairbanks community as well as to the state
of Alaska. I must agree however, that at this time, changing the name
of the Highway for such a short stretch may create confusion for the
travelling public as well as mapmakers dependent on some sort of
continuity with the highway name system.

It is my understanding that many people have raised valid concerns with
this matter, the Fairbanks North Star Borough has taken no positive
action after two extensive public hearings in which the majority of
testimony was in opposition to renaming the 4 miles of highway.
Therefore, with this in mind, and all that | have viewed over the past
few years regarding this issue, 1 do not support the passage of HB 437.



LETTER OF INTENT PC.

It is the intent of the Legislature that signs
idendifying the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway should also
contain in parentheses the name "Parks Highway"™ below the name

"Mitchell".



STATE OP ALASKA 1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION No. 1
FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version: HB 437
REQUEST Publish Date: TfUTJJE 2/19/88

Revision Date: 2/23/88 Agency Affected: DOT&PF

Title: Replace Parks Highway Signs BRU: Northern Region___
with Mitchell Expressway Signs

Sponsor: Trans. Committee Components:

Requestor: Cato

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING | Fy 88 FY 89 % FY 90 | Fy 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES %
TRAVEL I
CONTRACTUAL 1
SUPPLIES ] }
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES I 1
GRANTS, CLAINMS %
MISCELLANEOUS i
TOTAL OPERATING 1

— e -

CAPITAL 1 To T

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUNI 1 10.0 1 1 w1
FEDERAL FUNDS 1 1 1" 1
OTHER 1 I 1
TOTAL 10.0 1 1 1
POSITIONS:
| FULL-TIME
j PART-TIME
I TEMPORARY
ANALYSIS: See attached analysis
Prepared by: Ron Tanner Phone: 451-2276
Division: DOT&PF Date: 2/23/88
Approved by Commissioner: Mark S. Hickev Date: 2/23/88
Agency: DOT&PF
Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) Page 1 of 2

Senate Secretary



No. 1

HB 437
FISCAL NOTE ATTACHMENT HOUSE 2/19/88

(Replace Parks Highway Signs with Mitchell Expressway Signs)

ANALYSIS:

The name change of this section of highway from Parks Highway to Mitchell
Expressway will require replacing the old signs with 271 square feet of
new signs. The contract price for the new signs will range between $40

to $50 per square foot, placing the cost of the change between $8,688
to $10,880.

It may be necessary to replace some of the support structures, as the
new signs are larger than the old, due to the increase in the number of
letters in the legend.

Several of the signs are located on signal mast arms and the increased
size of the sign will necessitate checking the structural adequacy of
the signal poles and mast arms with new signs. |If the signal poles are
not adequate for the new sign legend, i1t may become necessary to
decrease the size of the legend below what is considered acceptable in
the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Page 2 of 2
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Highway Nume

Jan. 7,1988
P.O. Box 80805
Fairbanks, AK 99708
To the editor:

Regarding naming of a portion of
the Parks Highway that passes
through Fairbanks enroute to a
hookup with the Richardson
Highway:

| Agroup is pushing to name it the
{Mitchell Expressway. Bob Mitchell
ivas a friend and a good person.
There is already a racetrack
named for him in the same area.
There are many worthy people in
-the Fairbanks area for whom no-
thing has been named. Please think
about this.

Personally, I think just calling it
Parks Avenue or Parks Express-
way, as it passes through town,
would distinguish it from the high-
way, but still indicate some rela-
tionship, so that'strangers, tour-
ists, etc. would have some continui-
ty when they are driving from Val-
dez, or Anchorage, or the lower 48.

Istrongly favor Parks Avenue, nr
Parks Expressway but if you must
name it for a person, why not
choose someone who has done
something for roads—there are lots
of them who have worked for
D.O.T., designers, engineers,
administrators, etc. The Stecsc
Highway was named after a Road
Commission man, us was the
Elliott Highway. How about using
the name of Woody Johannsen for a
pew highway somewhere in the In-
terior. He is a Cordova-born Alas-
kan, who was graduated from UAF
in civil engineering, taught ai the
U, before becoming head of the
Fairbanks D.O.T., undstaying with
it until his retirement. He still lives
In Fairbanks. He is a worthy
person.

I don't think that little segment
passing through Fairbanks needs a
change of name and still am
pushing for Parks Avenue, or Ex-
pressway. but in the future, do
think of naming some Interior road
after Woody Johunnscn.

Sincerely,
Helen L. Atkinson

Z/

Lerre~<.

Q/V>* )
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TELECONVERENCE WITH TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE OF HOUSE:
Vets /7 ~nof

A tape of this teleconverence sent to you

THE RESULTS were overwhelmingly AGAINST naming of
Mitchell Expressway.

BY THE "VOTE": Seven were against
Six were for.

Those who testified in favor included: A relative
of Representative Steve Frank, who is son of Con
Frank, partner in Ghemm Co. of which Mr. Mitchell
was also a partner; Gary Wilkin, Jlobbyist for HB
437 for Steve Frank; Two ex-employees of Ghemm Co.
who remember Mr. Mitchell as "like a second father".

IN ADDITION OUR LEGISLATORS occupied about the first
fifteen minutes testifying iIn Ffavor of the naming,which
make it appear that the overall testimony was in

favor. It was my 1iImpression that our legislators

were there to LISTEN.

THOSE WHO TESTIFIED AGAINST INCLUDED: Two avowed
friends of Mr. Mitchell, who nevertheless felt it

was wrong to change the name of the Parks Ilwy. as
proposed. (These were both women. 1 know of at Ileast
three men who feel that way but are not able to separ-
ate loyalty to the man from the public interest concern
in this case say they'"can"t come out an publicly

say it'"); a map-maker who was quick to spot the potent-
ial problem when the name changing issue first came

up in 1906; a civic-minded employee of MUS; an

owner of a large building supply company in Fairbanks;
an ex-legislator.

NONE OF THESE PEOPLE TESTIFYING AGAINST KNEW THE
OTHERS WERE COMING. SOME DID NOT EVEN KNOW EACH OTHER.
They were all concerned about the larger public inter-
est issue of changing the name of a section of an
established highway as proposed.They were concerned
enough, upon reading Cary Wilkin®"s ad inviting those
in favor to appear at the legislative office, to

phone and find out when the testimony could be given,
and to alter their day®"s plans iIn order to get there
and give testimony.

THERE IS JUDGEMENT NEEDED IN THIS DECISION, rather
than jJust responding to the presures or "votes" of
either side. The opposition not only speaks louder
but better.



Monday, February 1,1983

Let’s call the extension the Parks Highway

By NANCY LEE BAKER

The four-miie extension of the
George Parks Highway will end by
joining the Richardson Highway
near the old 30th Street eri* The
work is scheduled forcompletion in
September 1988.

A move to call this four-mile sec-
tion the Robert J. Mitchell Ex-
pressway began in February 1986,
when Sen. Jack Coghill and Rep.
Steve Frank initiated Senate Bill
461 and an identical House bill.
They got through most committees
mt not to both floors due to press-
ures of the closing days.

The same legislators are in the
process of introducing the bills
again this year. Since there was
some opposition from individuals
rwo years ago (which did not keep
them from trying to hustle the bills
through in 1986), the approach this
year appears to be to go directly to
large bodies such as the city coun-
cil, borough assembly, Chamber of
Commerce and its transportation
eommittee for their public endorse-
nent, These endorsements are in-
vaded to convey the broad approv-

of Fairbanksans for this move.

In "talking around," however, |
find almost no individual support
'or the resolutions these bodies cn-

ersed, except from some personal

lends of the late Robert Mitchell,
.lie consensus was to maintain the
same name.

Itisunderstandable that at "first
thought” it might seem like a good
idea to name a new piece of road
after a friend, but the result of sud-
denly changing the name of a high-
way that thousands of people will
iavc been traveling on for 358 miles

Guest Opinion

at speeds in excess of 50 mph is not
an inconsequential thing to be
taken lightly. It deserves serious
"second thoughts." S*me of them
follow:

Confusion: The bottom line is,
calling the last four miles anything
but the Parks Highway would be
confusing. Itisone continuous high-
way, doesn't turn, get wider, nar-
rower.orchange inany way. Asign
proclaiming you are all ofa sudden
on a different highway spells in-
stant confusion to a visitor to our
area. This could precipitate slow-
ing down, changing lanes, con-
versations with the "co-pilot" ab-
out bow we got "off course.” Any
one of these reactions are a basis
for possible accidents.

We arc a tourist dependent eco-
nomy. We spend hundreds of
thousands ofdollars attracting visi-
tors. Shouldn't we be more con-
siderate ofthem? Many of them are
older citizens, with slower reac-
tions in some cases, and driving
less maneuverable vehicles with
the poor visibility that RV's often
offer.

A different name could offer
problemsand expense to mapmak-
crs, aswell as mapreaders who see
adifferent name (ifthere isroom to
print it) on what appears to be
obviously the same highway

Where would the highway signs
be placed to tell drivers they are
now on a different highway? Driv
ing to the airport from town a

Map show* the route of the Parks Highway extension through South Fairbanks.

motorists would see a sign
announcing the exit to "Highway 3,
Parks Highway." A few hundred
feet later on a sign would say
"Highway 3," with a different
name.

Think seriously (until it becomes
funny and you start laughing) of va-
rious possible confusions in giving
directions about how to get "from
here to there" when it requires get-
ting on or offthe new portion of road
should K have a different name.

It is worth noting that the en-
gineer who designed the highway is
also "seriously concerned about
the confusion that would result if
the name ofthe new portion were to
be anything other than the Parks
Highway."

Cost: Itwill costat least $10,000 to

remove the dozen or more signs
that are already up at University,
Peger, and Lathrop intersections
and replace them with another
name. If the new name has many
more letters they will have to be
made smaller in order to fit the
signs. The $10,000 could probably
be better used for maintenance!
Signs at University Avenue have
been there for two yeais. It would
be nice if they had squatter's
rights!

In answer to my “confusion con-
cerns.” some legislators said the
public would get used to it. The visi-
tors will not get used to it. and why
should the local people have to go
through the process? There are bet-
ter ways to commemorate people
than to confuse the public.

.\V<p courtesy ¢/ Haney Lee Baker

Another consideration, in view of
the recent attempt to avoid dupli-
cate street names in town. There is
a Mitchell Avenue, named after the
same Mitchell. It runs off Universi-
ty Avenue, next to Erickson Ave-
nue, also named after a partner in
the Ghemm Co. of which Mitchell
was a partner.

The new portion of the highway
can only be named by legislative
action. This has not happened yet.
but it is in the brewing stage. Let's
hope some legislator, with grass-
rootsencouragement. will speak up
and propose a bill to name it the
Parks Highway.

%

Haney Lee Baker is a 37year resident
wift/i an interest in mapmakwg



N> confusion

March 29, 1986
P.O. Box 1992
Fuirbanks, AK 99707

To the Editor:
Your article on March 2 regard-
ing the hearing at Noel Wien Lib-
rary on naming the new highway

connecting the Parks Highway
with the Richardson did not men-
tion there were other views ex-
pressed than napiing it after the
laic Robert J. Mitchell.

One citizen strongly suggested
that it be called the "Parks High-
way Extension," or simply retain
the name of the Parks Highway.
Since the current Parks Highway
ends at Airport Road with Mile 358,
milepost numbering could simply
continue on for the next four miles
or so till the highway intersected
with the Richardson near the pre-
sent 30th Avenue intersection. It
was suggested that this would be
the least confusing to everyone.

Other reasons expressed were:

"Parks Highway" is what all
Fairbanksans will think of it as,
and will call it, because that iswhat
it actually is.

Jane
Pender

Did you know the Fairbanks area
has acquired two new municipali-
ties? One is "College," located on
the Parks Highway just west of
Fairbanks, with a population of
3,000. The other is "Aurora." lo
cated, as near as | can tell, between
Fairbanks and the Chena Hot
Springs Road. Its population is
Lim.

These interesting "facts” come
from a Rand McNally road map of
Alaska currently available at $1.75
at your friendly neighboi hood gas
station.

"Dcadhorse.*' is marked as a
town on the same map, with a
population of 163. "Prudhoc Bay"
and "Beechey Point’*also are
marked with the traditional little
circles that indicate they are
towns, though the index doesn’t
supply population figures.

i found out all these things as a
result of Nancy Baker's letter lo the

editor last week objecting lo the
proposed new name for the end of
the Parks Highway, "The Robert J.
M itchell Expressway.” She
thought a new name for the final
stretch of the Parks Highway could
be confusing. It is true that we're
loaded with names for pieces of
roads.

Dally Ne.vs-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Wednesday, April 9, 1986- 5

It would cause confusion to both
map-makers and map-rcudcrs to
change the name of this new sec-
tion. It would be one tenth of an
inch long on a stute map. It would
be 2 1/2 inches in length, for inst-

ance, in the "Fairbanks and Vicin-
ity" map in Milepost. It would re-
quire one inch or so to write the
name "Robert J. Mitchell Express-
way," and just an inch or so to the
left of that would appear the words
"Gc ,rge Parks Hwy.” Itisobvious-
ly one continuous stretch of high-
way. Why two names? Very confus-
ing to visitors and even “locals."

Verbal instructions could also be
very confusing. For instance in
directing someone from North Pole
to Ester one nr litsay, "Turn left
on the Robert a. Mitchell Express-
way and drive about 11 miles.”
"But | was told Ester is on the
Parks Highway. How do I get to
that?” "Just keep going—they
change the name four miles down
the way."

What'sin
Just ask Rand McNally

For example, there's the Alaska
Highway, Route 2, from the border
to Delta. At that point, the Richard-
son Highway, on itsway north from
Valdez is Route 4. At Delta, some

kind of magic causes Route 4 to be
transformed into Route 2 to Fair-
banks. It almost seems as if Route
4. the Richardson Highway, ought
to stuy that way until the end of the
road, at Fairbanks but that isn't
how they did it.

In Fairbanks, meanwhile, the
same road changes into the Steese
Highway, though it is still Route 2
as far as Fox. Then it becomes
Route 6to Circle City. At that point,
too, Route 2 is transformed uguin,
this time into the Elliott Highway
oil the way to the Manley Hot
Springs area where it ends.

Someplace out there in the Liven-
good area iswhere the Dalton High
way begins, formerly known as
"The Tups Road." or “The Haul
Road.” Before that it was the
"Hlckel Highway" when it was an
iceroad headed for the North Slope
via Anakluvuk Pass The Dalton

Would there be signs midway
across the Airport overpass in-
dicating where the Parks Highway
begins and Robert J. Mitchell Ex-
pressway ends?

Perhaps there is food for thought
in the suggestion that the new sec-
tion of the highway retuin the name

of George Parks Highway. Mr.
Mitchell’s fine contributions lo our
community might be better re-
membered elsewhere lest his name
risk being remembered unkindly,
and with frequency, as the source
of unnecessary hut legislated con-
fusion.

The matter is before the Senate
Transportation Committee as Sen-
ate Bill 461. Apparently input and a
hearing is necessary before now
federally funded highways are
named.

The notice in the paper prior to
the hearing might have drawn
more input if it had been aceompa
nied by a map.

Sincerely.
Nancy Lee Baker

Highway on this map has neitner
number nor name, though it is
labeled both "restricted” and
"under construction." It also has a
town called "Big Lake" up around
the North Fork not too far from

Wiseman.

This tnapsays itis "regularly up
dated and revised" ami wdl keep
people from getting lost. Even so. it
seems to me if this is the best they
can do. we ought to quit renaming
pieces of already named roads and
go another way

How about honoring our famous
people hy naming pulloffs for
them—"The Walter J Ilickel Tur-
naround,” or "The Bill Sheffield
Rest Stop?" With a scenic sign and
a picnic table, it'd be a whole lot
better than causing luurists to cuss
us out as they wonder whatever
happened to the road they were
driving on.
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April 14, 1986
607 Bentley Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the Editor:

Naming the Parks Highway ex-
tension "The Robert J. Mitchell
Expressway" would be too confus-
ing. Let’s name the southeast lane
the "Egan. Bartlett, Begich.
Grucning Memorial Exprcsswa-
y"; the northwest lane, the "Alfred
E. Newman Bypass"; and the in-
tersection at Pegcr, "Horner's Cor-
ner." This would help in making
directions more specific. Or we
could call that section of the Parks
Highway, the Parks Highway,
which it is.

Margot Washburn

Yield sifin needed

April 14, 1986
P.O. Box 80901
Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the Editor:

I am writing to bring public
attention to a highly dangerous
highway situation which has been
bro- ,ht to the attention of the Dc-
pai .icntof Transportation but ab-
out which they do not seem to be
particularly concerned. 1lam refer-
ring to the lack of a yield sign on the

A.northbound on-ramp on th Parks
"Highway at the new overpass

where "westbound traffic leaving
Airport Way enters the northbound
lane of the Parks.

This is a particularly dangerous
point to merge traffic. The Parks
Highway is a two-lane road and the
on-ramp isdesigned as a high speed
entrance ramp, joining the Parks
Highway at a sharp angle which
makes it difficult for the entering
driver to see the Parks traffic he
merg?s with at high speed. A hun-
dred yards beyond the on-ramp en-
trance the Parks crosses a narrow
two-lane bridge. The situation is
further complicated by the fact
that trees partly obstruct the view
of traffic on the Parks and the only
way for the merging driver to see
the northbound traffic on the Parks
at the on-ramp entrance isto physi-
cally turn around and look back
over his left shoulder, a rather
dangerous maneuver while
accelerating to enter traffic.
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Several weeks ago my wife was
driving northbound on the overpass
as a a-other vehicle merged from
her right off this on-ramp. Both
vehicles were traveling at approx-
imately the same speed. The merg-
ing vehicle did not yield and she
found herself forced between this
vehicle and oncoming traffic on the
bridge. She had to rapidly brake to
fall behind the merging vehicle to
avoid a three-car accident on the
bridge. I work as a volunteer medic
with a local ambulance service and
recently found myself in the same
situation. 1 was driving an ambu-
lance northbound on the Parks and
«vehicle came onto the Parks from
this on-ramp. Due to the restricted
visibility to my right from the body
ofthe ambulance I could not see the
merging traffic coming off this on-
ramp and found myself and
another vehicle squeezed together
in a single lane as we approached
the Parks bridge with oncoming
traffic.

Upon calling the Department of
Transportation to request that a
yield sign be placed on thison-ramp
we were told that it was designed as
a high speed on-ramp and that en-
tering traffic on the Parks was not
required to yield to traffic already
on the highway. This is absurd. It
might work un multiple lane Cali-
fornia freeways where the right-
hand lane is the slow lane for enter-
ing traffic but at this particular
location it’s only a matter of time
before it results in an accident with
resulting injuries or loss of life. A
yield sign seems to me to be a small
expense when measured against a
potential lawsuit and | would think
the Highway Department would be
a little more concerned.

Sincerely,
Robert C. Betts
Paramedic Intern
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Fairbanks Dally NewsMiner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Tuesday, December 22,1987—5

Move on to name Mitchell Expresssway

A move that met opposition two
years ago is back on track to have
the Alaska Legislature name the
new South Fairbanks Expressway
In memory of Robert J. Mitchell.

The Fairbanks City Council Mon-
day night by unanimous consent
adopted a resolution to that effect,
and apparently asimilar resolution
is in the works for the Fairbanks
North Star Borough Assembly’s
consideration Jan 14

W hat remains is legislators’
commitment to introduce bills to
officially change the name of the
roadway under construction. Two
ye'vs ago, Sen. Jack Coghill, R-
Nenana, and Rep. Steve Frank, R-
Fairbanks, introduced bills, but
there was opposition. The bills we-

ren’t reintroduced this year, but
Gary Wilken told the council Mon-
day lie’s hopeful they will be intro-
duced in 1988.

Wilkensaid the Fairbanks Cham-
ber of Commerce board and trans-
portation committee both endorse
naming the expressway after
Mitchell.

“For the benefit of those who
didn’t know Bob, he touted Fair-
banks as much as anybody has. It’s
been said he gave (former mayor)
Bill Wood lessons. He did it before
there was oil, before there was
state grants, before there was re-
venue sharing. He did it on his own.
He had a can-do attitude,” Wilken
said.

Mitchell moved Ghemm Con-
struction Co. to Van Horn when it
was still a dirt road, Wilken said.
Metro Field was a vision of Mitch-
ell’s, and in the early ’70s, Mitchell
was a prime force in backing a rail-
road spur to what has become the
industrial area, he added.

There was one speaker Monday
who took issue with naming the ex-
pressway after Mitchell. Shirley
Demientieff said she didn't know
Mitchell, but there’s already a
raceway named for him. Her com-
plaint is that so many public facili-
ties are named after people, but
few after Native people or for Alas-
ka events or features. Demientieff
then gave a suggested list of
names.

Council member Jerry Norum
told Demientieff that her point was
well-taken, but people need to come
forward with suggested names in a
timeL manner. The borough has
the responsibility for naming
streets and its own public facilities,
he said.

Asforthe expressway,it’s a state
highway, and naming it requires
legislative action. Construction be-
gan this summer and will continue

nextseason on building overpasses
crossing South Cushman Street,
and a new road parallel to 30th Ave-
nue. This section eventually will
link the Richardson Highway and
South Cushman area via the new
road with the Peger-Airport Way-
Parks Highway expressway. Traf-
fic will be able to go from the
Richardson to the Parks Highway
without traveling on Airport Way.
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A public hearing will be held at
the Noel Wien Library Thursday
from noon till 2 p.m. on a bill to
name the new stretch of highway
from Airport Road to the Richard-
son Highway the “RobertJ. Mitch-
ell Expressway."

The bill was introduced in the
Senate by the Transportation Com-
mittee and in the House by Reps.
Steve Frank, Mike Davis, Mike
Miller, John Ringstad and Dick
Schultz.

Mitchell was born in Fairbanks
in 1918 and was an employee of the
Alaska Road Commission and a
founder of Mitchell Truck and
Tractor, an early Interior Trans-
portation company.

Through his efforts, a major rail
spur was built through the south
Fairbanks industrial area to the
east side of the international air-
port. The new SouthFfljrbanks Ex-
pressjwayys routeSimhcdiately
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Naming of Mitchell
highway urged

Several area residents spoke
Thursday in favor of naming the
new South Fairbanks Expressway
after the late Uoberl J. .Mitchell.

Mitchell, who heljKil develop the
south Fairbanks industrial area,
w.r rerrn ralHMed by Joe Haleh of
Salt na asa man .vh» got most of his

learning in the "school of hard
knocks."

Joe Tremarello, who long has
been active In sports and teaching,
said the proposal was "very
appropriate" booauso Mitchell did
a lot for local schools and young
. people.

Mitchell died in 1980 at the age of

61. He had been an employee of the
Alaska Road Commission and later
founded Mitchell Truck and Trac-
tor, an early transportation com-
pany.

Mitchell also was one of the
founders of GHEMM Inc., a con-
struction company, and he built
many roads in this area. Mitchell
played a large role in getting a rail-
road spur built to the airport.

Nenana Sen. Jack Coghill, who
conducted the hearing, said he re-
called that after World War Il
Mitchell put many former service-
men to work "greasing Cats" or
doing other work at his place In
Garden Island.

If the legislative proposal is
adopted, the road front the Parka
Highway to the Richardson High-
way would be named the Robert J.
Mitchell Expressway.

Only the western part of the ex-
pressway, from the Parks Highway
to Pcgcr Road, has been built so
far
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Move on to name Mitchell Expresssway
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UFDATE: JANUARY 1988
Scrat-i1 Bill 461 & House Bill 664, introduced by Servitor
Coghill and Representative Steve Frank in Feb. 1936, would
have named the last four miles of the PARKS HIGHWAY,
the ’Robert J. Mitchell Expressway”. The bills almost
passed both houses in April, 1936.
Now, after two years, there is preparation to introduce
them again. Since this is a new session of the Legislature
the bills will have new numbers. The strategy of the
legislators this time is to go after the large bodies,
like the City Council, Borough Assonbly, Chamber of Coiro-
eroe, in order to make it appear that there is broad public
approval. Tilings you read or hear may lead you to assure
that the highway has already been rvmed.
THIS IS NOT TRUE.
The highway can only be named by Legislative action, and
that has not yet taken place. Your legislators are voted
into office by you; your input to them cn this subject
at the earliest possible date can help the GEORGE PARKS
HWY. keep the same name from its beginning at the Glenn
Highway to Its end at the Richardson Highway.
Write to titan, Pouch V, Juneau 99811. See Phone nurbers
upper right hand cormer of map to send free Legislative
Opinion Messages. Talk on Legislative Teleconferences,
let local officials hear your views. I P W W



Nicp shows new extension of GEORGE PARKS
1IWY., beginning at overpass on Airport § |o tfa 2
Way to end at Richardson Hwy. A strong
movement iIn the 1988 Legislature would
call it; Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.
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THE RESULTS OF THISjjAD brought thir-
teen live bodies to the hearing.

Six people testified in favor (one
of"them read a letter from her hus-
band, a brother of Rep. Steve Frank,
a sponsor of the bill). Seven per-
sons testified against.

The seven testifying against went
to considerable effort to determine
the time and place of the he-"ing
because, as their testimony conveyed
they strongly had the public inter-
est in mind and presented well doc-
umented reasons why the name of the
road should not be changed for the
last four miles to the point where
it Joins the Richardson Hwy.

Reasons centered around ob-

vious confusion and utter senseless-
ness of any sign changes at the
point in question, and most espec-
ially because wo have so many tour-
driving our highways. Confusion can
lead to unsafe driving!

A change in name would add confusion
and expense to map making and map
reading. It is a total ly illogical
move from every standpoint to change
the name from the Parks Hwy to any
other name. That has been the only
issue presented by all of the oppon-
ents, and they have presented many
sound reasons for this stance.

The Mitchell Touch

Or.o doesn't have to look far to see the marks Robert J.
Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we Il all mist his brand of
fuii-speed-ahead promotion for a long time

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has ahig place m
Alaska's future He had acontagion enthusiasm for the
future of the interior, and he never avoided the hard
worn necessary to make his efforts pay off

This 4"x9" ad in Fairbanks Daily News
Miner Feb. 15 & 16. was only not ice
of this since called 'publ ic hearing".

It doos not give time of day.

It does not give address of Legisla-
tive office, which had moved without
notice 7 days prior to this ad.

It does not give phone number of
Legislative office to inquire about
time and place.

e: Four paragraphs of ad were an-7j
tted hero in order to save space. /

An ethtonal in Tha Daily Hews-Miner
February 29. 1380

il you the naming N honor of Bob
Micdell of the new highway fran tte Airport
Road 1 > 10 the Ridardson Highway
Interdae, pblic testi willl be tden on
this isse on Wednesday, Fe . The
location will be at tre Lagislative Information
Office. Deralli Bank Buillding  Ifyou are ueble to
atted, witten testimy o pblic gpinion
messages are encouraged tobe st toMs. Bty
Gito, ~ Calrpersn,  House  Tragortatian
Comittee, Jureau, Aleda.  rfSI1—

u'%g‘%:% twifiiiﬁﬁlﬁﬁm&ﬁ:nnerdf of Bob Mitchttl.

Public test imony at the at the above teleconference an at Borough Assembly
Jan. 14 were both overwhelmingly negativo with regard to HB 427. it would
seem that one mandate of the Transportatlon Committees of both legislative
bodies should be to keep our highway system logical, "clean", reasonable
and uncluttered with confusing signage, as has boon implored by those

who have gone to considerable effort to present testimony and material

to you. Please base your decision on this factor rather than how many
"votes" the interior delegates can muster up from friends, relatives

and business partners in order to pull off this political maneu-"or.

HB 437:MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY
FAIRBANKS ACTIVITY

Outline of Organizational Activity:

NORTH STAR BOROUGH ASSEMHBLY.
Jan. 14. 1987. Introduced. Meeting recessed.
Jan. 21, 1987. Reservations expressed. Tabled 9-1.
Jan. 28.19B7. Much discussion. Postponed, to call/chair, one objection.
March 10,1987. Vote to postpone fails 6-3. Motion to adopt fails
4-5. One vote to reconsider next meeting.
March 24, 1987. Vote to reconsider fails. 3*6

FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL
Dec. 8.1966. Voted unanimously to request legislature that name
of new portion retain name of ‘Parks*. (Resolution 2f31.)
Dec. 21. 1967. Voted unanimously to approve name of Robert J. Mitchell
for new portion. (Resolution 2918)

FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Dec. 17.1387. Five transportation committee members present (of
21 member committee) voted unanimously to approve Robert J.
Mitchell name.
Dec. 21. 1987. 15 Board members present (of 22 total) gave approval
to Transportation Committee recommendation, as is the custom.

SOUTH IVIRBAMKS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION.
Dec. 1B.1987. Seven Board Members present at General Membership
meeting voted unanimously to approve Robert J. Mitchell name.

UNIFIED FAIRBANKS
This subject was not brought up before this group, and it is in-

appropriate subject matter for them to consider according to president
Chuck Reese.

THE APPEARANCE OF HIDE FAIRBANKS APPROVAL was obtained by a mere
five votes from the Chamber of Commerce, arjd seven votes
from South Fairbanks Bussiness Association, plus unanimous
votes from'City Council who rattled off a lot of resolutions
that session without input. Where input and consideration
of the ramifications of this resolution were considered there
was no chance of this resolution passing (Borough assembly).

«City Council had previously voted to retain Parks Hwv. name
till approached by Gary Wilkin at Dec. 21.1987 meeting to
rename it after Mitchell.

Detail of Organizational Activity...Page 2-3
Information on Public Testimony.... Page 4

N. L. BAKERIi BOX
IW2. FAIRBANKS,
ALASKA rTKO
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HISTORY OF FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTION 88-033 (same as HB 437) MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

January 14,1988: |Introduced, shown as sponsored by most members of assembly

Gary Wilkin spoke in favor. Three people testified against.
ACTION TAKEN: Meeting recessed till Jan. 28.

lan. 21. 1988; AIl members expressed reservations after public testimony

ot Jan. 1.

their name to appear as sponsor. One asked to have name removed
one member said it appeared they had “hopped on a bandwagon*.

Considerable discussion ensued.

ACTION TAKEN: Tabled 9-1. (Dead if not removed ,iext session)

Jan. 28. 1988: Vote to remove from table failed. One member changed vote

so that it came up from the table. One member said it looks like
'we're beating a dead horse’ signs up have been calling it
the Parks Hwy. for as long as two years in some cases, and there

is already a street named after the same man just .7 of a mile before

you arrive at the proposed Mitchell Exp." Cost of changing signs
mentioned. It was made known that Betty Cato was willing to have

a public hearing, as a teleconference. One member said we have already

had a public hearing (Jan. 14) and the testimony was overwhelmingly
negative. There were inferences of wasting too much time on this.
ACTION TAKEN: Postponed (till after a possible public hearing) to
the call of the chair. One objection,

March 10. 1988: Cary Wilkin testified in favor. One person testified
against. Gary said it passed unanimously in the House this date,
but it was brought to attention of assembly that there had been a
vote to reconsider.

ACTION TAKEN: Vote to postpone fails 6-3. Motion to adopt fails

4-5. One vote to reconsider at next meeting.

March 24, 1988 : No discussion.

ACTION TAKEN: Vote to reconsider fails.3-6.

Cg&k*"/ZI- ~n M

LK WE <,
i Cb VjSiy-

CONSIDER THE ACTIONS OF
THIS ASSEMBLY which 1is closer to the highway
in question , and which has listened to and
considered the testimony and Tfacts from people

LEGISLATORS PLEASE

in this area. Note that at no time was this
body remotely near approving this resolution
and the closer they looked the further they

were TFfrom considering it.

Some members expressed embarrassment that they had allowed

Dec.

Dec.

21, 1987

Pap. ]

A HIS5TOHY OF THE FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL
WITH REGARD TO MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

U,[198f>:] It was brougtit to attention of City Council that there
was a move tn previous legislature to change name of last four miles
of Parks Hwy. as it joined with the Richardson, and that this could
cause confusion, especially to visitors. Council Members agreed.
ACTION TAKEN: Unanimous vote, to add a section to resolution 2931
(urging hasty completion of the extension) stating that the name
should remain the Parks.

Resolution 2918 was introduced to City Council (essentially

same as HB 437). Gary Wilkin gave testimony.
ACTION TAKEN: Unanimously approved by City Council.

FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

17. 1987: Gary Wilkin presented a resolution to Transportation
Committee to name last portion of Parks the Robert J. Mitchell Exp.
Six members present of 21 member committee. One refrained from vot-

ing because he was an employee of Borough.
ACTION TAKEN: Passed unanimously with five votes.

21. Gary Wilkin presented the resolution to the Board of Dirctors

and he made a motion to accept.
ACTION TAKEN: As is custom of committee recommendations, the Board

passed the resolution unanimously.

ISOUTH FAIRBANKS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION!

18.1987; Seven board members were present at a membership
meeting where a resolution was presented regarding naming of Mitchel.

expressway.
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted unanimously.

(UNIFIED FAIRBANKS |

The subject of the Robert Mitchell Expressway was not brought
up before this group, and it is an inappropriate subject for them
to consider, according to president Chuck Reese.

THEREFOR THERE HAS BEEN NO APPROVAL FROM THIS GROUP.
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Second father

.Feb. 15,1988
P.O. Box 01109
Fairbanks, AK 99708
To the editor:

I am very much in favor of re-
naming the portion of the Parks
'Highway between Airport Road

;L and'the Richardson Highway for

"eN -Robert Mitchell,

j;* This man was like a second

A father to me. He was a visionary

'““teacher, and his dreams for the
South Fairbanks area are coming
true.

Robert Mitchell will long be re-
membered as an ardent promoter
.of the potential of the South Fair-
banks area, even without a high-
way named after him. However, |

» think he should be properly hon-

'J, ored for his efforts to make Fair-

»e banks a better place to live.
Sincerely,

* Randall C. Frank



This ad appeared in the Fairbanks
Daily News Minor Feb.
for a meeting that was to be held
on the 17th.

Note:

There is no telephone numb3r given
for the Legislative office. It is
difficult to find it
book.

It does not give the time of day
at which the hearing will

It does not give the address of the
Legislative ottice~~whTch moved to
a different locaTion- jus't one week
prior to the ad.

It is not a public notice,
an ad directed at those supporting
the 1issue.

In spite of the above, seven
appeared to give testimony against

renaming that portion of the highway.

Except for two of them who came to-
gather, none of the others knew the
others were commq. Two people were
totally unknown to me, and they did
not know any of the other people
there. These seven individuals

saw the ad in the paper and were
concerned enougli to
of the Legislative office to find
out the time and place of the tes-
timony and appear to testify.

The six persons who testified in
favor all received personal advanced
notice from Gary Wilken, who said
he personally paid for the ad.

15 and 16 Ry

in the telephone

take place.

but rather

individuli

look up the nuinbe:

\
E
0
i

3.-1G

The Mitchell Touch

One doesn't have to look far to see the marks Robert J.
Mitchell left on Fairbonks, and we'll all miss his brand of
full-speed-ahead promotion for a long time.

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in
Alaska's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for the
future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard
work necessary to make his efforts pay off.

All of Mr. Mitchell's work was important to him, but
perhaps his biggest dream was tne development of
industrial property south of Fairbanks. He's the man who
convinced other businessmen to finance and donate the
materials and labor necessary to build the rail spur to
Fairbanks International Airport. It might havo been done
eventually, but his efforts got it in time to serve through
the trans-Alaska pipeline years and provide low-cost jet
fuel shipping from the North Pole Refinery now.

He and his partners also invested their own labor and
encouragement in Metro Field and some of the
industries that have grown up around it after this
industrial air park opened. This was Mr. Mitchell's way
— he never waited for things to happen, he made them
happen.

That's the way things were ever since he came back from
his World War Il hitch to get married and form Mitchell
Truck ana Tractor, a pioneer name in Richardson
Highway transportation. He was also president of
Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of Ghemm Co., a
partner in Metro Company and Tria Company and
president of New State Lands Inc. Both his family and his
businesses are still here, and still thriving.

But perhaps Mr. Mitchell's greatest contribution was the
lasting spirit he left here through his work and
inspiration for young people in Fairbanks. He was as
devoted to our community as he was to the business
world, and because of that we'll never forget Bob
Mitchell and the special touch he had in making our
town a better place to live.

An editorial in The Daily News-Miner
February 29, 1980

If you support the naming in nonor of Bob
Mitchell of the new highway from the Airport
Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway
Interchange, public testimony will be takon on
this issue on Wednesday, February 17. The
location will bo at the Legislative Information
Office, Denali Bank Building. If you are unable to
attend, written testimony or public opinion
messages are encouraged to be sent to Ms. Betty
Cato, Chairperson, House Transportation
Committee, Juneau, Alaska, <-

Ad paid for by Gary Wilken and Frianda of Bob Mitchall,
1851 Fox Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.

H
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introduced by Senator
Representative Steve Frank in Feb. 1986, wuld
the last four miles of the PARKS HIQFMAY,

the “Robert J. Mitchell Expresswvay*. The bills almost

passed both houses in April,

1986.

Nov, after two years, there is preparation to introduce
them again. Since this is a new session of the Legislature
the bills will have new nurbers. The strategy of the
legislators this time is to go after the large bodies,
Borough Assembly, Chamber of Cam-

like the City Council,

erce,
approval .

that the highway has already been named.

THIS IS NOT TRUE.

in order to make It appear that there is broad public
Tilings you read or fear may lead you to assure

The highway can only be named by Legislative action, and

that has not yet taken plaoe.

Your legislators are woted

into office by you; your input to them on this subject
at the earliest possible date can help the GBORCE PARKS
HWY. keep the same name frtm its beginning at the Glenn
Highway to its end at the Richardson Highway.

Write to them. Pouch V, Juneau 99811.

See Phone nutters

upper right hand cormer of map to send free Legislative

Opinion Messages. Talk on Legislative Teleconferences.
Let local officials hear your views.



Map shows new extension of GEORGE PARKS
HVWY., beginning at overpass on Airport
Way to end at Richardson Hwy. A strong
movement in the 1988 Legislature would

call it: Robert J. Mitchell. Expressway.
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Sponsors of Bills Jack Coghill & Steve
Frank. To send FREE OPINION MESSAGE

(50 word) phone 452-4448, or write Legis
Affairs office, 315 Barnette, Fairbanks
99701. Address messages to INTERIOR
DELEGATION and both TRANSPORTATION Com-
mittees. (Suggest contact City Council
and N .S .Borough people.)
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HB 437 MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY
PROPOSES to change name of last 4

of the PARKS HIGHWAY.

I f there were no signs atthepoint where
this bill intends to change its name to
Mitchell, the west-bound traveler will ass-
ume, and hasevery right to, that he is
on the Parks Highway. The highway 1is ident-
ical in width, direction, type etc. to the
portion on which he has just been traveling.
There is no intersection and no change of
any kind to warrant calling it a different
name .

TO BE SUDDENLY accosted with a sign stating
you are on a different highway would be
confusing to anyone for the first time.
A large portion of the highway travelers
will always be approaching it for tjhe fFfirst
time because they are visitors we have lured
here with tax dollars to spend their tourist
dollars. We owe them more consideration
than to deliberately introduce a new source
of confusion (confusion on a Tfast highway
can lead to accidents, especially 1in large
poor visibility rigs) where enough confusion
already exists from past, sometimes unavoid-

able poor decisions or happenstance.

In 1985 DOT enlisted help of MILEPOST trav-
eling editors (of which I was one) to help
eliminate confusing sighage situations
on Alaska Highways. Now there 1is a chance
to avoid creating a new bad situation.
N L BAKER, BOX

IWS. FAIRBANKS.
ALASKA t W

PLEASE VOTE NO PASS ON HB 437



MARCH 15, 1988 Page 1 of 3

FAIRBANKS ACTIVITY RE:
1IB 437 MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY
HISTORY FACTS
FIRST INTRODUCED as SB 401 and 1IB 664 in 14111 Legis-

lature by Transportation (Rep. Frank in House).
March 26, 1986. Small notice in local newspaper re:

public hearing re: naming Mitchell Expressway
March 27 or 28, 1986. Hearing held, conducted by
Sen. Coghill. Testimony in favor from friends
and some testimony in Tfavor of other names, and
some against changing the name from the Parks
to any other name in order to avoid confusion
to the public, to map makers, to map readers
etc.
MARCH 29, 1986. Article in local paper with heading
"Naming of Mitchell Highway urged".
December 8, 1986. FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL voted unan-
imously that the PARKS HIGHWAY whould retain that
I/ C)/ -’ same name till it connected with the Richardson
\ Highway . It was brought to their attention that

a narne change had been proposed by the legislature.

They agreed that any name change would be confusing.

£) 0 /- | ~//5/£>EC.21, 1987. After persuasive presentation by Gary
fO/L Wilkins FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL unanimously endorsed

be fa resolution to endorse naming the new portion of

| tHe ~Mar'ks, the Mitchell Expressway (Res. 2918)

/ - 7?27 Dec 21, 1987. With only 5 members present (f a 21
"TV/J N “member committee) the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
/ endorsed resolution to support Mitchell Name for
—m- wvtiyg //~diighway. After he obtained a wunanimous vote from

( ~"r/p/~"~"~ythat committee he presented it to the board and
0 introduced a motion to adopt 1it. Since it 1is the
custom of the board to automatically pass what

committees approve, it passed the board unanimously.

Jan. 14,1988. Borough Resolution 88003 was to endorse

Mitchell name. Three citizens presented oposing

testimony. Due to length of agenda meeting adjurned

till Jan 21.

HESotu t/

2FJI,
ftfvS/voeo

N. e nAxr.Ri uoa
WJ. PAIRI.LANKS.
ALASKA fm i
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Jan. 21, 1988. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY tabled resolution
by vote of 91 in view of previous public testimony
and other unfavorable 1input various members had
received.

Jan. 28, 1988. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY voted 5 vyeas and

5 nos on removing vresolution from the table. One
member changed his vote to yes to bring it back
up Ffor discussion. Presiding office said Betty
Cato interested in having public testimony through
teleconference, and offered an amendment to the
effect "Said legislation to be enacted following
a Ffavorable public hearing with citizens of the
North Star Borough'. It was expressed that we
had already had overwhelming public testimony
in the form of public hearing, and how was a detcr-
ination to be made by votes?? Motion TFailed
but motion to postpone to call of the chair passed

with one objection. (Postponement anticipated
a possible teleconference).

Feb 1 1988 Guest column appeared 1in Daily News Miner
with reference to renaming of Parks extension.

Fob 15 and 16.1988. Paid advertisement (by Cat/ Wilkin)
appeared in Daily News Miner (see attachment)
inviting those who supported naming of Mitchell
Expressway to give public testimony Feb 17. It
did not state the time, oreven say it wasa tele-
conference. It did not give phone number of Legis-
lative office.

Feb 17, 1988. Teluconterei ce at 1:30 p.m with House
Transportation Commitee. This received no public
announcement. However seven independent individuals
saw the advertisment, inquired as to the time,
appeared to give testimony in favo** of Kkeeping
name Parks on the highway. Included in the opposers
to the name change were avowed friends of Mr.

Mitchell who did iot think it appropriate to name

N 1. BAKC Rf DOA

INI CARBANKT.
ALATKA fr.y
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that port! in of the highway after him. Overall
the hearing .vas distinctly not favorable to passage
of HB 437. Reasons were distinctly 1in the public
interest and extremely well expressed. There
six people testifying in Tfavor of the Mitchell
name. These included a sister-in-law of Steve
Frank, sponsor of the original bill, who also
testified in behalf of her husband, and several
exemployees of the Ghemm Company, including Gary
Wilkins who remembered Robert Mitchell as like
"a second faiher.”

IF JUDGMENT AS TO WHICH SIDE ™"WON" the hearing
were to be by the method of ‘'counting votes",
there were seven against and six in favor of

naming Ffor Mitchell. However it 1is the reasoning

behind the objections that should carry the weight.

By either the "reasoning”™ method or the "tally"
method those opposing the renaming of Parks Hwy.

appear to have come out ahead.

March 10,1988. Resolution to ame Mitchell expressway

comes before Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly
tor fourth time. After brief discussion it is
defeated by 5-5 vote. One member reconsiders,

the issue will come up aga n March 24.

AND SO IT RESTS AS OF MARCH 15,1988

OBSERVATIONS:

1.

The vote of a mere five persons present at the
Transportation Committee of the Chamber ot Commerce

was responsible lor a "unanimous"” approval by
the Chamber.

After considering the issue at four meetings
North Star Borough Assembly if far from approval.

There is no approval from "Unified Fairbanks"
according to president Chuck Reese of that group.

All public hearings have predominantly opposed
the bill.

N. L IMkcr, oox
7. rairqanks
Al>)KA WHJ



Monday, February 1,198)

Let’s call the extension the Parks Highway

By NANCY LEE BAKER

The four-mile extension of the
George Parks Highway will end by
joining the Richardson Highway
near the old 30th Street exit. The
work is scheduled for completion in
September 1988.

A move to call this four-mile sec-
tion the Robert J. Mitchell Ex-
pressway began in February 1986,
when Sen. Jack Coghill and Rep.
Steve Frank initiated Senate Bill
461 and an identical House bill.
They got through most committees
but not to both floors due to press-
ures of the closing da.:c.

The same legislators are in the
process of introducing the bills
again tliis year. Since there was
some opposition from individuals
two years ago (which did not keep
them from trying to hustle the bills
through in 1986). the approach this
year appears to be to go directly to
large bodies such as the city coun-
cil, borough assembly, Chamber of
Commerce and its transportation
com mittee fortheir publicendorse-
ment. These endorsements are in-
tended to convey the broad approv-
al of Fairbanksans for this move.

In "talking around,” however, 1
find almost no individual support
for the resolutions these bodies en-
dorsed, except frc.n some personal
inends of the late Robert Mitchell.
The consensus was to maintain the
same name.

Itisunderstandable that at "first
thought” it might seem like a good
idea to name a new piece of road
after a friend, but the result of sud-
denly changing *he name of a high-
way that thousands of people will
have been traveling on for 358 miles

Guest Opinion

at speeds in excess of 50 mph is not
nn inconsequential thing to be
taken lightly. It deserves serious
"second thoughts." Some of them
follow:

Confusion: The bottom line is.
calling the last four miles anything
but the Parks Highway would be
confusing. It isone continuous high-
way, doesn't turn, get wider, nar-
rower, or change inany way. Asign
proclaiming you are all of a sudden
on a different highway spells in-
stant confusion to a visitor to our
area. This could precipitate slow-
ing down, changing lanes, con-
versations with the "co-pilot" ab-
out how we got “off course."” Any
one of these reactions are a basis
for possible accidents.

We are a tourist dependent eco-
nomy. We spend hundreds of
thousands ofdollarsattracting visi-
tors. Shouldn’t we be more con-
siderate ofthem ? Many ofthem are
older citizens, with slower reac-
tions in some cases, and driving
less maneuverable vehicles with
the poor visibility that RV's often
offer.

A different name could offer
problems and expense to thapmak-
ers, as well as map readers who see
a differentname (ifthere isroom to
print it) on what appears to be
obviously the same highway.

Where would the highway signs
be placed to tell drivers they are
now on a di' *rent highway? Driv-
ing to the airport from town a

Map shows the route of the Parks Highway extension through South Fairbanks.

motorists would see a sign
announcing the exit to “Highway 3,
Parks Highway." A few hundred
feet later on a sign would say
“Highway 3,” with a different
name.

Think seriously (until it becomes
funny and youstart laughing) of va-
rious possible confusions in giving
directions about how to get "from
here to there™ when il requires get-
ting on or off the new portion of road
should it have a different name.

It is worth noting that the en-
gineer who designed the highu ay is
also "seriously concerned about
the confusion that would result if
the name ofthe new portion were to
be anything other than the Panics
Highway."

Cost: it will costat least $10,000to

remove the dozen or more signs
that are already up at University,
Peger, and Lathrop intersections
and replace them with another
name. If the new name has many
more letters they will have to be
made smaller in order to fit the
signs. The $10,000 could probably
be better used for maintenance!
Signs at Jniversity Avenue have
been there for two years. It would
be nice if they had squatter's
rights!

In answer lo my "confusion con-
cerns,” some legislators said the
public would get used to it. The visi
tors will not get used to it, and why
should the local people have to go
through the process? There are bet-
ter ways to commemorate people
than to confuse the public.

Map courtesy of Nancy Lee Baker

Another consideration, in view of
the recent attempt to avoid dupli-
cate street names in town. There is
a Mitchell Avenue, named after the
same Mitchell. It runs off Universi-
ty Avenue, next to Erickson Ave-
nue, also named after a partner in
the Ghemm Co. of which Mitchell
was a partner.

Ihe new portion of the highway
can only be named by legislative
action, This has not happened yet,
butitisin the brewing stage. Let's
hope some legislator, with grass-
rootsencouragement. will speak up
and propose a bill to name it the

Parks Highway.

Nancy Lee Baker is a 37-year resident
»ith an interest w mapmating
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This ad appeared iIn the Fairbanks
Daily News Miner Feb. 15 and 16 1938
for a meeting that was to be held

on the 17th.

Note:

There 1is no telephone number given
for the Legislative office. It is
difficult to find it in the telephone
book.

It does not give the time of day
at which the hearing will take place.

It does not qgive the address of the
Legislativ ottice, which moved to
a aittereiu location just one week
prior to the ad.

It is not a public notice, but rather
an ad directed at those supporting
the 1issue.

In spite of the above, seven individules
appeared to give testimony against
renaming that portion of the highway.
Except for two of them who came to-
gether, none of the others knew the
others were coming. Two people were
totally unknown to me, and they did
not know any of the other people
there. These seven individuals

saw the ad in the paper and were
concerned enough to look up tle number
of the Legislative office to find

out the time and place of the tes-
timony and appear to testify.

The six persons who testified in
favor all received personal advanced
notice from Gary Wilken, who said
ho personally paid for the ad.

/i, iM

The Mitchell Touch

One doesn't have to lonk far to see the marks Robert J.
Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we'll all miss his brand of
full-speed-ahead promotion for /long time.

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in
Alaska's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for the
future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard
work necessary to make his efforts pay off.

All of Mr. Mitchell's work was important to him, but
perhaps his biggest dream was the development of
industrial property south of Fairbanks. He's the man who
convinced other businessmen to finance and donate the
materials and labor necessary to b jild the rail spur to
Fairbanks International Airport. It might have been done
eventually, but his efforts got it in time to serve through
tha trans-Alaska pipeline years and provide low-cost jet
fuel shipping from the North Pole Refinery now,

He and his partners also invested their own labor and
encouragement in Metro Field and some of the
industries that have grown up around it after this
industrial air park opened. This was Mr. Mitchell's way
— he never waited for things to happen, he made them
happen.

That's the way things were ever since he came back from
his World War Il hitch to get married and form Mitchell
Truck and Tractor, a pioneer name in Richardson
Highway transportation. He was also president of
Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of Ghemm Co., a
partner in Metro Company and Tna Company and

esident of New State Lands Inc. Both his family and his
§|sinesses are still here, and still thriving.

But perhaps Mr. Mitchell's greatest contribution was the
lasting spirit he left here through his work and
inspiration for young people in Fairbanks. He was as
devoted to our community as he was to the business
world, and because of that we'll never forget Bob
Mitchell and the special touch he had in making our
town a better place to live.

An editorial in The Daily News-Miner
February 29. 1980

If you support the naming in honor of Bob
Mitchell of the new highway from the Airport
Road Inte change to the Richardson Highway
Interchange, public testimony will be taken on
this issue on Wednesday, February 17. The
location will be at the Legislative Information
Office, Denali Bank Building. If you are unable to
attend, written testimony or public opinion
messages are encouraged to be sent to Ms. Betty
Cato, Chairperson, House  Transportation
Committee, Juneau, Alaska.

Ad paid for by Gary Wilken and Friends of Bob Mitchell,
1851'Fox Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.





