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Alaska State Legislature
Representative M ike Davis
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, A laska 99811 
(907) 465-4930/49-11

Inlcfim  Office:
P.O. Box 81435 
Fairbanks. A laska 99708

M e m o r a n d u m

To: S e n a t o r  M i t c h  A b o o d
S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g  
S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks 
S e n a t o r  W i l l i e  H e n s l e y  
S e n a t o r  J o e  J o s e p h s o n

From: Rep. M i k e  Davis /-

Date: A p r i l  14, 1987

Re: H B  4; E x t e n d i n g  the t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of the A l a s k a
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n

U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  s u nset provisions, t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  is s c h e d u l e d  to t e r m i n a t e  on J u n e  30, 1987. H B  4 
w o u l d  e x t e n d  the life of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  to J u n e  30, 1991, 
w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  a n y  c h a nges to t h e  statutes.

The W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  in 1977 to a d dress  
w i d e s p r e a d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in Alaska. S i n c e  1977 the 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  h e l d  m a n y  c o n f e r e n c e s  and d e v e l o p e d  m a n y  
reports  to e d u c a t e  women, r e vers e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and improve 
the legal, economic, social, and p o l i tical status of w o m e n  in 
Alaska.

Du r i n g  FY 87, the C o m m i s s i o n  has b e e n  w o r k i n g  to e s t a b l i s h  
several w o m e n ' s  c o u n c i l s  in rural areas of the state, c o nduct 
a series of c o n s t i t u e n t  m e e t i n g s  in at least four d i f f e r e n t  
communities, a n d  w o r k  t o w a r d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to d i v o r c e  
and d i s s o l u t i o n  an d p a r e n t a l  leave.

T h e r e  is no fiscal n o t e  a t t a c h e d  to H B  4. F u n d i n g  for the 
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  is p r o v i d e d  in t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  FY 88 budget 
and the level of f u ndi ng will be d e t e r m i n e d  in the normal 
b u d g e t a r y  process.
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January 16, 1987

Mr. Gerald L. Wilkerson 
Legislative Auditor 
P.O. Box W 
Juneau, AK 99311

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

I disagree with the recommendation contained in the report 
from the Legislative Audit Division concerning the Alaska 
Women's Commission, dated October 31, 1986, and delivered  to 
me on December 19, 1986. I believe the A laska Women's 
Commissi on has fulfilled its legislative mandate and that 
the staff component is essential to the Commission's c o n­
tinued effectiveness.

The report';r* assertion that there are no "quantifiable 
measures of the Alaska Women's Commission's effectiveness" 
is unfounded given that the legislatively stated purpose of 
the agency is to improve the status of women in Alaska by 
c onducting research and by making and implementing a d d i­
tional recommendations on the opportunities, needs, p r o b­
lems, and contributions of women in Alaska. It is unfair to 
apply a standard of effectiveness whi ch reaches outside the 
framework of the agency's purpose.

The attached detail provided by the Comm ission's Chair 
clearly demonstrates that the Alaska W o m en's Commission has, 
with limited resources, conducted extensive research and 
made both legislative and administrative recommendations.
The work of the Commission has made a m easur able and signif­
icant contribution to the improved opportunities that Alaska 
women enjoy:

Since 1970, women's work force participation in 
Alaska has increased by 17.2 percent. During the 
same period the national women's labor force 
participation increased by only 3.5 percent.

In 1985 , Alaska women comprised 2 percent of ~ho 
professional and managerial positions in the 
state. In the 'J.S. that figure hac reached only 
12.5 percent.
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Highli g h t s  in Alaska W o m e n ' s  Commis s i o n  Hist ory

1977 - The Status of W o m e n  in Alaska identi f i e d  numerous
problems c o n f r o n t i n g  w o m e n  in Alaska and recom mended 
the formation of a w o m e n ' s  c ommis sion to implement the 
recommendatio ns c o n t a i n e d  in the study.

1977 - Statewide c o n f e r e n c e  honoring Inte rn a t i o n a l  
Women's Year is c o n v e n e d  in Anchorage. 1,000 wcmen in 
attendance. C o n f e r e n c e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  included the 
need to e s t a blish a w o m e n ' s  commi ssion to address 
w i d e s p r e a d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

1978 - Tenth A l aska  L e g i s l a t u r e  passes HB303, c r e a t i n g  
the Alaska C o m m i s s i o n  on the Status of Women. Bill is 
sponso red by Rep. L i s a  Rudd. On July 8, 1978, governor 
signs bill into law. Ten C o m m i s s i o n e r s  appointed 
O c t o b e r  1978.

1979 - Public h e a r i n g s  c o n d u c t e d  by the C o m m i s s i o n  are 
held on v iolence a g a i nst women, sex bias ir education, 
welfare, and d i s p l a c e d  homemakers.

1979 - Commiss ion c o n d u c t s  research on the status of 
homemake rs in Alaska.

1979 - Commi s s i o n  d e v e l o p s  training m a n u a l s  and "how-tc" 
guide on a s s e r t i v e n e s s  training, a p p l y i n g  for f o u n d a­
tion funding and sex e c u i t y  in education.

1980 - Status reports w r i t t e n  and p r e s e n t e d  by C o m m i s s i o n  
on child support enf orcement, d i s p l a c e d  homem akers and 
b a t tered women.

1980 - Com mis s i o n  c o n v e n e s  task force on "Violence
A q ain st Alaska N a t i v e  W o m e n . "  Report and r e c o m m e n d a­
tions are f orwarded to the g o v ernor for action.

1980 - Commi ssion sp ons o r s  two conferences: V oices of
Black Women in Alaska, Second A laska N at ive W o men's 
Statewide O r g a n i z a t i o n  Conference.

1930 •• L e gislation on d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  and d o m e s t i c
v iolence is supported  by the Comniscion. Domestic 
v i o lence l egislation passes into law.

1981 - Womens Legal Richts in Alaska is p u b l i s h e d  by the
A lask a Women's Commission. Over 5,000 copies d i s t r i­
buted .

1981 - Commis s i o n  hol ds hearings cr "Women in C o n s t r u c­
tion" to identify e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and p o t e n­
tial barriers (hiring c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the proposed gas 
pipe.! i n ^ .



1981 - C o m m i s s i o n  sponsors five regional conferences:
F i l ipino A l a s k a n  Women's Network C o n f e r e n c e  in 
A ncho rage; "Piqatigich" a conference held in Kotzebue 
to d i s c u s s  shari ng together; Women of H o o n a h  meet 
to d i s c u s s  "Communi ty Concerns", Kenai women discuss 
"Action or Reaction"; conferences on c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and 
roles of w o m e n  in the village held in Fai rbanks and 
G a l e n a  are c o n d u c t e d  by ANWSG-Doyo n Reaion, Tanana 
C h ief s and WIC-CA.

1981 - C o m m i s s i o n  forms task force on "Women and C o r r e c­
tions" and a d v o cates improved facilities and p r o g r a m­
ming  for female inmates.

1981 - C o m m i s s i o n  coo rdinates meeting of lieutenant
g o v e r n o r  with m a j o r  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in the state 
to d i s c u s s  policies affecting women' s equality .

19S1 - C o m m i s s i o n  backed bill, "Mini T i t l e  IX" becomes
law in Alaska. The bill (SB99) p r o h ibits sen d i s c r i m­
ina tion in education. Four ether bills supported by 
the C o m m i s s i o n  are also passed into lav: which encompass 
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and sexual assault, child care a s s i s­
tance, c h i l d  support enforcement, insurance coverage of 
m i d w i v e s .

1981 - The g o v e r n o r  proclaims Women's H i s t o r y  Week,
M arch 3-14.

1982 - A l a s k a  W o m en's  Commission t e s t ifies before State
Human Rights C o m m i s s i o n  and 3lue Ribbon Commission on 
P e r s o n n e l  regardii t  changes to the state's personnel 
s ystem w h i c h  w o u l d  make it more equit a b l e  and 
a c c e s s i b l e  to women.

1982 - A l a s k a  W o men's Commission responds to the Federal
Fr e r g y  R e g u l a t o r y  Commission rega rding affirmative 
a c t i o n  g oals  for hire on proposed n a t u r a l  gas pipeline.

1982 - C o m m i s s i o n  sponsors a statewide women's conference 
"Alaska's Women: Determining Our Futures. Attendance  
reached n e a r l y  1,000 people from all ever Alaska.

1932 - C o m m i s s i o n  develops media c a m p a i g n  on sex role
s t e r e o t y p i n g  wh ich airs on television t hroughout the 
s t a t e .

1982 - A s s i s t s  the Department of E d u c a t i o n  in draft ing
regul a t i o n s  for the implementation of sex equity ir. 
e d u c a t i o n  lav;.

1982 - C o m m i s s i o n  is appointed tc the E quity C o o r d i n­
ating C o u n c i l  for Alaska to assist school di stricts 
with ir.r] e m e n t a t i o n  of new sex e q u i t y  lav;.



1982 - C o - s p o n s o r s  "Women and A l c o h o l "  Conference with 
the state O ffice On A l c o h o l  and D r u g  Abuse.

19S2 - S p o n s o r s  seminar on "Women in the Political
Process" in Kodiak.

1982 - C o m m i s s i o n  forms Health T a s k  Force to define
w o men 's health needs. A s t a t e w i d e  teleconfere nce is 
held on the issue and C o m m i s s i o n  acts upon r e c o m m e n­
dations .

1982 - C o m m i s s i o n  makes r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  concerning
pieces of legisl a t i o n  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  Alaska State 
L e g i s l a t i o n  and the U.S. C ongress.

1982 - A l a s k a  Legisl a t u r e  and the g o v e r n o r  proclaim
March, W o men's H i story Month.

1982 - C o m m i s s i o n  c c - s p o n s c r s  w i t h  U.S. Women's Bureau
c o n f e r e n c e  on "Women in A p p r e n t i c e s h i p . "

1982 - A r e g io nal c o n f e r e n c e  in B a r r o w  is sponsored by
the Commission.

1982 - C o m m i s s i o n  releases Five Y e a r s  Later a status
report on the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in "A P r e l i m­
inary Study: The Status of W o m e n  in Alaska, 1 9 7 " .

1983 - SB62, a bill to p e r m a n e n t l y  establish the A l a s k a
Werner's Commission, passes the legislature and is 
signed into law by the gov ernor. Senators V. Fisher 
and P.cdey sponsor bill.

1983 - Si:-: confer e n c e s  and s e m inars are sponsored by the
Commission; in F a i r banks  "Making the System Work for 
you; in Juneau, "Southeast A l a s k a  Women's  Leadership 
Conference; in K e t c h i k a n " W o r k  and Network: Southeast 
A l a s k a ' s  Immediate Future for Women; in Anchorage "The 
Future of A l a s k a - P r c t e c t i n g  Human Resources as I n d ustry 
Grows; in K odiak "Women as M a n a g e r s  and Decision 
Makers," in A n c h orag e "Pay E q u i t y / C o m p a r a b l e  Worth."

19G3 - Three rosters targeted at s chool children that
encour age them to explore all of their talents and 
interests are produced by the C c m m i s s t o n  and sen*- **o 
schools statewide.

1983 - C o m m i s s i o n  publishes b r o c h u r e  ter Women's H i s tory
Month that suggests activiti es and projects suitable 
for elassrccm. setting. B r o c h u r e s  arc sent tc schools 
s t a t e w i d e .

1933 - A c o m p r e h e n s i v e  study on the Bccncr.ic Ctatur of
Alaska Native W o m e n is c o n d u c t e d  and published by the 
C o m m i s s i o n .



1 9 8 1 - Public service a n n o u n c e m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  by the
C o m m i s s i o n  air on television r e g a r d i n g  ncr-trariitionai 
e m p l o y m e n t  opportunities, fetal a l c o h o l  syndrome and 
n o n - s e x i s t  language.

1983 - C o m m i s s i o n  reviews and c r i t i q u e s  pilot e d i t i o n  of
the A l a s k a  History  textbook.

1983 - Profiles of 60 A l a skan w o m e n  who have c o n t r i b u t e d  
to the state's economic, social and political 
d e v e l o p m e n t  are p u b l i s h e d  by the C o m m i s s i o n  in 
P r o f i l e s  in C hance - Names, Notes and Quotes for 
A l a s k a n  W o m e n .

1984 - C o m m i s s i o n  sponsors "Labor U n i o n  Workshop" in 
A n c h o r a g e  and publishe s results of the conference.

198 A statewide D i r e c t o r y  of W o m e n ' s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  is
re l e a s e d  by the Commission.

1984 - A laska Women: A Databook a p r o f i l e  of Alaska W o m e n  
based upon the 1980 census is p u b l i s h e d  by the C o m m i s­
sion .

1984 - A r e vised edition  of W o m e n ' s  L e g a l  Richts ir.
A laska is publi shed by the C o m m i s s i o n .  Over 5,000 
c o p i e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  since its second release.

1984 - Commi s s i o n  co-sp o n s o r s  and helps publish Child 
Care Directories for Anchorage, J u n e a u / K e t c h i k a n  and 
F a i r b a n k s .

1984 - Local W o m e n 's Councils are e s t a b l i s h e d  in
A n c h o r a g e  and Sitka with the a s s i s t a n c e  of the A l a s k a  
W o m e n 's C o m m i s s i o n .

1984 - Com mi s s i o n  supports ter bills in the legislature, 
five signed into lav;.

1984 - W o r kshop cn "American Women: T h r e e  Decades o f
Change" is cc-rper.scred by the C o m m i s s i o n  with the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census and the state Dept, of Labor.

1984 - C o m m i s s i o n  conducts study on pension reform w i t h i n
the public e mployees retirement s y s t e m  and submits 
reocmm.er.dariorr for le gislative c hanges. Chances arc 
a d o p t e d  ir. 1932 .

1984 - Native Women's Task Force o c . v o r e d  by C o m m i s s i o n  
to r.c.drccs e mployment issues w i t h i n  state government.

1984 - C ommission testifies b e f o r e  l egislati ve c o m m i t t e e  
cn improving women's econo mic c o n d i t i o n s  through e x p a n­
sion of business ler.rr tr.reeted at women owned b u s i­
nesses .
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"Barriers to Employment C o n f e r e n c e” is c o - s p o n­
sored by the Alaska Women's Commission.

W r i t t e n  Biographies of 20 w o m e n  in Alaska history 
are dis tri b u t e d  by the C o m m i s s i o n  to statewide media 
for use d u ring Women's H i s tory Month.

-36 Cor.missicn serves on Sex E q u i t y  A d v i s o r y  Committee 
of A n c h o r a g e  School District.

- Co mmis s i o n  completes R e v i e w  of the Alaska Statutes 
f_ r Sex Di scri m i n a t i o n  which identif ies over 80 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  laws.

As a result of the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  Commission's 
efforts, former spouses and w idow s of State employees 
are able to purchase group h e a l t h  insurance at a 
compar a b l e  price at no e x pense  to the State.

- C o m m i s s i o n  works with the Depart m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s­
tration to increase rec rui t m e n t  and hiring of Native 
w o m e n .

C o m m i s s i o n  publishes A Sense of H i s t o r y , the first 
annotat ed b i b l i o g r a p h y  cf Looks, articles, audio-v isual 
aids and photo display- about A l a s k a  Women. D i s t r i­
butes to schools, libraries and all social studies 
teachers in the state.

Commis s i o n  establishes third iccal women's council 
in Juneau.

C o m m i s s i o n  holds statewide w o m e n ' s  conference in 
Anchor age on the economic status of women "A.t the Edge 
of Op portunity" brought t oget h e r  more than 700 people 
from, mere than 2C communities.

A  w o r k s h o p  sponsored by the Commission, on the 
Unitec. Nations Conference for W o m e n  is held in 
Anchorage.

A seminar on equal e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p ortunit ies fcr 
girls is sponsor c by tha C o m m i s s i o n  in Wasilla.

A l a s k a  Women.'r C omm ission organi ses l e g i s l a t i v e  
A l l iance for Women Statewide (LAWS), a coalition cf 15 
statewide women's organisations whose purncse in to 
an alyse and take positions cn. legislation, monitor 
budget and n o 1icy decisions which have direct impact cn 
women's lives.

■CC - So’vr. bills are introduced by fhe Governor or. 
behalf of the Commission, w h i c h  have a significant 
e c o n o m i c  impact or. women. Three of the bills poor.

Commission works  with state government tr in:rinto 
an. e x p anded r ^ r i f e r  to increase the hiring cf vcrner. in 
ranges 18 and above.



1336 - Court s y s t e m  and the C o m m i s s i o n  w o r k  to gether to 
revise forms for m a r ital d i s s o l u t i o n s  so that la^ 
people can m o r e  e a sily u n d e r s t a n d  their rights and. 
o b l i g a t i o n s .

1986 - C o m m i s s i o n  eval uates i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of Alaska's spy
e quity in e d u c a t i o n  law, C h a p t e r  18, in Alask a's s cho ol 
d i s t r i c t s  and p u b l ishes results in C o m m i t t m e n t  or Ccm- 
olar en.cv: An A s s e s s m e n t  cf £c : : E q u i ty jr. Alaskan's 
E d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t it u t i o n s .

1986 - Four h u n d r e d  rural w o m e n  in attendance at four 
recicnal C o m m i s s i o n  s p o n sored c onfer ences in Bethel, 
Huslia, Sitka, Wasilla. A report is published 
summar izing the events and recommendations.

1936 - Two leader s h i p  seminars are conducted by the 
Commission. Feld in Juneau, the seminar "Women in 
Prison" p r o v i d e s  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  w i t h  an o v e r v i e w  of 
issues s u r r o u n d i n g  the A l a s k a n  female prison 
population. In Fairbanks, "Making a Difference: A 
Primer for W o m e n  in Public Life" provides training 
sessions for w o m e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  running for public 
office. A h a n d b o o k  for p o l i t i c a l  involvement is i s sue d 
following s e mina r and is m a i l e d  to about 17CU women.

1986 - C o m m i s s i o n  produces 20 public service a n n o u n c e­
ments for t e l e v i s i o n  and radio prof iling A l a s k a n  w o m e n  
and their a c c o m p l ishments. Profiles play t h r o u g h o u t  
the state cn com mer c i a l  and public radio and. t e l e­
vis i o n  d u r i n g  March, W o m en's H i s t o r y  Month.

1986 - W o m e n ' s  h i s t o r y  timeli ne poster is produced by the
C o m m i s s i o n  and sent to all schools, libraries and to 
ev e r y  social studies t e a c h e r  in the state.

1986 - C o m m i s s i o n  serves on state Commis sion on C hild
Cupport Enforcement, p r o v i d i n g  g o v e r n o r  with findings 
•and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to m a k e  chi ld support more u n i f o r m  
and equitable.

1987 - C o m m i s s i o n  c o - s p c n s c r s  F e m a l e  Minority L e a d e r s h i p  
C o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  A n c h o r a g e  S c h c o l c  District, and serves 
as p r o g r a m  chair.

1937 - H E 4 arc FF8 9, c o m p a n i o n  bills to extend the .^iaska
Women's C o m m i s s i o n  to 1991 are introduced. H34 is 
sponsored by Kepieser.tatives Davis, Koppcner., U l m e r , 
Ellis and Donley. SE89 is s p o n sor ed by the governor.
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

orrict O f  the o o v e b n o p

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  
3 6 0 1  C S T R E E T  • S U I T E  7 4 2  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 3

Alaska Womens Commission

FY87 Legislative Platfo~.ni

1. C o n f  lation of the Alaska Women's Commission:

The Alaska Women's Commission expires on June 20, 1987 under 
the Sunset lav/ for boards and commissions. The proposed 
legislation extends the commission for the maximum period of 
time, four years.

2. Parental Leave (amended version of KB 233)

Changes maternity leave to parental leave and extends that 
leave for the purposes of adoption. Changes the leave of 
absence for these purposes from 9 to 16 weeks. The law does 
not cover employees who are covered by collective bargain- 
ino. However, intent language was included indicating that 
it is the intent that the same policy be granted in all 
collective bargaining agreements made between the state and 
its employees.

3. Divorce and Dissolution Reform (amended version HB 496)

The proposed legislation requires both parties to attend the 
dissolution hearing under certain conditions in which an 
imbalance of power might be exercised. The court will also 
review dissolution agreements with heightened scrutiny when 
any of the following conditions exist:

a) one party is represented by counsel and the other 
is not;

b) a domestic violence complaint has been filed during 
the marriage by a member of the family;

c) there are minor children of the marriage.

The bill changes the standard for examination cf dissolution 
agreements from "not grossly unfair" to "fair". It also 
clarifies that retirement benefits and "other career assets" 
are considered part of the marital property to be d i s t r i­
buted .

The legislation also indicates the type of court orders that 
can be requested during the pendency cf divorce.

090386
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No-fault dr.vorce was hailed as a p r o­
gressive social reform designed to lessen the 
emotional trauma of divorce for all family 
members. Recent research suggests that many 
women and children suffer severe "downward 
mobility" as an unintended result of these 
reforms. Economic settlements are often 
unfair, and m any women and children appear to 
be losing ground financially because of them.

Hardest hit have been middle and upper- 
middle class women, groups formerly protected 
by alimony and child support. Nationally, 
85% of divorced women are awarded no alimony 
at ail and less than one-half of all divorced 
mothers receive the full amount of child 
support due. Current Alaska law does not 
authorize spousal support while a divorce is 
pending. In addition, the court often awards 
insufficient attorney's fees to a spouse 
already in financial need.

The Divorce and Dissolution Reform Bill 
addresses these problems by enabling the 
court to provide spousal support while a 
divorce is pending, and more adequate attor­
ney's fees and court costs to financially 
needy spouses. These provisions wilx help 
prevent one marital partner from exercising 
unequal bargaining power over a financially 
needy spouse.

This bill will also clarify that "career 
assets" are part of marital property under 
dissolution law. This will enable judges who 
are dividing family income to consider the 
parties' future earning capability and 
retirement benefits as part of the property 
to be divided fairly.

More recent innovations in divorce 
reform such as Alaska's dissolution p roce­
dure, have created the potential for even 
greater inequities to occur in "no-fault" 
divorces. Alaska's dissolution law allows 
the parties to come to any agreement as long 
as it is "not grossly unfair." Yet, limited 
information is available to the parties on 
their rights and obligations, and they are 
not reauired to seek leaal counsel. Conse-
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PARENTAL LEAVE
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The demographic forces shaping the 
Alaskan workforce require new solutions for 
the care of our children. Since 1950, Alaskan 
women have increased their labor force 
participation by over 500 percent. Almost 
one-half of all mothers with children under
the age of one are working outside the heme.
In state employment, about one-half of the 
workforce is composed of women. Eighty 
percent are of childbearing age and it is
estimated that 93 percent will become pregnant 
during their work career. The majority of 
these women need to work. The two income ;
family is no longer an anomaly but a necessity 1
of life. Yet the dilemma exists. How do you 
balance the competing needs of job security 
and parenting?

[

National experts have stated that i 

substantial harm to a baby occurs 
d e v e l o pmentall y, emotionally, physically, and 
psychologically when an infant is separated 
from the parents during the first four months 
of life. But, current state policy provides 
only slightly more than two months of job 
protected leave, and only to mothers.

'
This is a national problem since, unlike 

most other industrialized nations, the United 
States does not have a policy on parental , 
leave. Extensive pa-ental benefits are p r o v i­
ded in over 80 nations either by the employer 
or by national insurance plans. In France, 
women are entitled to 9G% of their earnings j 

for a sixteen week period and are guaranteed 
the same or a comparable job on their return.
In Sweden, "parent insurance" allows either 
parent to leave work for up to nine months 
after the birth of a child, without loss of 
pay. In West Germany, women receive about 
seven months paid leave.

The absence of a national parental leave 
policy has left the determination of parental 
leave up to individual employers. Some e m­
ployers have recognized the important rela­
tionship of family to work. However, very 
often employers do not routinely assure that 
employees who must be out of work for any 
period of time can get their jobs back, 
regardless of whether they were out of work 
because they were having a child.

3601 C Street. Suite 7*12. Anchorage. AK 99503 (907) 561*4227
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SUNSET REVIEW

In 1987 The A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  
w i l l  face its "sunset" review. Th i s  is an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  for the p e o p l e  and l e g i s l a t o r s  of 
A l a s k a  to e v a l u a t e  the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e f f e c t i v e­
ness 
ued.

and d e c i d e  if its w o r k  s h o u l d  be c o n t i n -

The d e c l i n e  ir; state revenues, as t r a u m a­
tic as it has been, do e s  not a p p r o a c h  the 
e c o n o m i c  d i s t r e s s  that w o m e n  and c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
face at the c l ose o f  this c e n t u r y  if we do not 
take a c t i o n  now. T h e s e  trends to w a r d  i n­
cr e a s e d  p o v e r t y  of w o m e n  and c h i l d r e n  M U S T  be 
reversed. The A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  is 
the o n l y  s tate a g e n c y  w o r k i n g  to in s u r e  that 
this issue is a p o l i c y  priority.

E s t a b l i s h e d  in 1977 to i m p r o v e  the status 
of w o m e n  in e d u cation, e m p l o y m e n t ,  health, 
h o m e m a k i n g  and c i vil and legal r i g h r s , the 
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  was m a d e  a p e r m a n e n t  
c o m m i s s i o n  in 1983.

This y e a r  the C o m m i s s i o n  is c o n t i n u i n g  
its l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t  to e s t a b l i s h  a P a r e n t a l  
L e a v e  P o l i c y  for s t ate e m p l o y e e s  and to se c u r e  
r e f o r m s  in the D i s s o l u t i o n  laws. Its m a j o r  
r e s e a r c h  project, w i l l  as s e s s  the e c o n o m i c  
inequi'ties that h a v e  a c c o m p a n i e d  " n o - f a u l t "  
d i v o r c e  in Alaska. A n d  in an e f f o r t  to a s s i s t  
w o m e n  w h o s e  access to a f f o r d a b l e  legal 
a s s i s t a n c e  has be e n  d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced, a 
C o n f e r e n c e  on 
p l a n s  as well.

W o m e n ' s  L e g a l  R i g h t s  is in the

Its a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  s i n c e  1977 are s u b­
sta n t i a l  a n d  c a n  o n l y  be h i g h l i g h t e d  in this 
b r i e f  summary:

o C o m p l e t e d  a r e v i e w  of the A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s  for sex d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  T h i s  was the 
first ana o n l y  such r e v i e w  ev e r  c o n d u c t e d  and 
it i d e n t i f i e d  m o r e  t h a n  30 d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
l a w s .

• P r e p a r e d  seven b i l l s  for i n t r o d u c t i o n  
by the Gover n o r .  T h e s e  b i lls w o u l d  ha v e  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  on at l e a s t  the
5.000 w o m e n  w h o  are d i v o r c e d  ea c h  year, the
4.000 c h i l d r e n  in those f a m i l i e s  h e a d e d  by 
w o m e n  and the 1,000 o l d e r  w o m e n  w h o  w i l l  
b e n e f i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h r o u g h  fair and e q u i t a b l e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p e n s i o n s  w h e n  this l e g i s l a t i o n  
b e c o m e s  law. T h r e e  of the b i l l s  p a s s e d  in 
1986.
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« S e c u r e d  p r i v a t e  funding to p r o d u c e  2nd air cn s t a t e­
wide tel e v i s i o n  and radio a series of thirty pro f i l e s  of 
A l a s k a n  W o m e n  in History.

9 Publi s h e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  over 10,100 copies of 
"Women's Legal Rights in A l a ska" sc that w o m e n  can u n d e r­
stand A l a s k a ' s  law as it p e rtains to them w i t h o u t  seeking 
e x p e n s i v e  legal consultation.

9 E v a l u a t e d  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  cf A l a s k a ' s  sex equity 
in educa t i o n  law. P u b l i s h e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  the resu l t s  in 
" C o m mittment or Complacency: An A s s e s s m e n t  cf Sex Equity in
A l a s k a ' s  Educa t i o n a l  Institutions.

r. E s t a b l i s h e d  four local w o m e n ' s  cou n c i l s  to .provide
an e f f e c t i v e  voice for w o m e n  on the local level. T h eir wo r k  
in no w a y  replaces or addresses s t a t e - l e v e l  pri o r i t i e s  that 
are a d d r e s s e d  by the Al a s k a  W o m en's Commission.

9 R e s p o n d e d  to the st a l l i n g  lack of data on women's
status by r e s e a r c h i n g  and p r o d u c i n g  A l a s k a  Wcmen: A Data-
bock, the first sccicecor.cmic profile cf A l a s k a ' s  female 
p o p u l a t i o n

* I m p l e m e n t e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  from its study or. The 
Eco n o m i c  Status of Al a s k a  Native W c m e n  to improve Native 
w o m e n ' s  e m p l o y m e n t  opportunities.

• E d ucated mere than 3,000 indivi d u a l s  at state w i d e  
conferences, regional w o r k s h o p s  and local seminars at 
fifteen locations thr o u g h o u t  urban, rural and bush Alaska.

<* O b t a i n e d  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  change ena b l i n g  widows
and former spouses to con t i n u e  g roup hea l t h  insurance at no 
cost to the State. This m e a s u r e  is likely to affect 1,700 
w o m e n  and their 1 , 000 chi l d r e n  this year alcne. It will 
also p r e v e n t  large numbers of these same families from 
r e q u i r i n g  state funded medical assistance.

« S p e a r h e a d e d  A l a s k a ' s  state g o v e r n m e n t  initiative to
increase hiring of w o men into ranges 13 and above. The 
q u a n t i f i a b l e  impact wi l l  be g a u g e d  as these initiatives 
b e c o m e  o p e r a t i o n a l  and will be m e a s u r e d  by the Div i s i o n  of 
E E O ,

* Wo r k e d  to revise forms for m a r i t a l  d i s s o l u t i o n s  so 
that lay people could u n d e r s t a n d  their rights and o b l i g a­
tions and reach more equit a b l e  settlements.

• P r oduced and d i s t r i b u t e d  nearly 20,000 other p u b l i­
cations cn women's rights, women's h i s t o r y  and information
cn insurance, pensions and politics since 1934.

The A l a s k a  Women's C o m m i s s i o n  is the only state agency which 
speaks for all the w cmen of Alaska. As it faces a sunset 
r e v i e w  m  133", it is anticipated that the numerous s u p p o r t­
ers who w o r k e d  to keep the C o m m i s s i o n  in the oudget ir 1935 
will again work to mai n t a i n  the Com m i s s i o n  as a legislative 
t r i o r i t v .



v a n s ?
DI V O R C E  A N D  D I S S O L U T I O N  R E F O R M  BILL

N o - f a u l t  d i v o r c e  was h a i l e d  as a p r o­
gre s s i v e  social r e f o r m  d e s i g n e d  to le s s e n  the 

tra u m a  of d i v o r c e  for all family 
Re c e n t  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  that m a n y  
c h i l d r e n  suffer severe " d o w n w a r d  
as an u n i n t e n d e d  r e s u l t  of these 
E c o n o m i c  s e t t l e m e n t s  are o f t e n  

unfair, and m a n y  w o m e n  and c h i l d r e n  a p p e a r  to 
be l o s i n g  gro u n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  of them.

e m o t i o n a l  
m e m b e r s . 
w o m e n  and 
m o b i l i t y "  
r e f o r m s .
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H a r d e s t  hit h a v e  be e n  m i d d l e  and u p p e r -  
m i d d l e  c l a s s  women, g r o u p s  for m e r l y  p r o t e c t e d  
by a l i m o n y  and c h i l d  support. N a t i o n a l l y ,  
85% of d i v o r c e d  w o m e n  are a w a r d e d  no a l i m o n y  
at ail and less th a n  o n e - h a l f  o f  all d i v o r c e d  
m o t h e r s  r e c e i v e  the full a m o u n t  o f  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  due. C u r r e n t  A l a s k a  law does not 
a u t h o r i z e  spousal s u p p o r t  w h i l e  a d i v o r c e  is 
pending. In addition, the c o u r t  o f t e n  awards 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  a t t o r n e y ' s  fees to a sp o u s e  
a l r e a d y  in f i n a n c i a l  need.

The D i v o r c e  and D i s s o l u t i o n  R e f o r m  Bill 
a d d r e s s e s  these p r o b l e m s  by e n a b l i n g  the 
c o u r t  to p r o v i d e  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  w h i l e  a 
d i v o r c e  is pending, and mo r e  a d e q u a t e  a t t o r­
ney's fees and c o u r t  costs to f i n a n c i a l l y  
n e e d y  spouses. T h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  he l p  
p r e v e n t  one m a r i t a l  p a r t n e r  from e x e r c i s i n g  
u n e q u a l  b a r g a i n i n g  p o w e r  o v e r  a f i n a n c i a l l y  
n e e d y  spouse.

T h i s  bill wi l l  a l s o  c l a r i f y  that "career 
assets" are pa r t  of m a r i t a l  p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  
d i s s o l u t i o n  law. This w i l l  e n a b l e  judges who  
are d i v i d i n g  fa m i l y  in c o m e  to c o n s i d e r  the 
parties' future e a r n i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  and 
r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  as 
to be d i v i d e d  fairlv.

part of the p r o p e r t y

M o r e  r e c e n t  i n n o v a t i o n s  in d i v o r c e  
r e f o r m  such as A l a s k a ' s  d i s s o l u t i o n  p r o c e­
dure, h a v e  c r e a t e d  the p o t e n t i a l  for ev e n  
g r e a t e r  i n e q u i t i e s  to o c c u r  in " n o -fault" 
divor c e s .  A l a s k a ' s  d i s s o l u t i o n  law allows  
the p a r t i e s  to come to any a g r e e m e n t  as long 
as it is "not g r o s s l y  u n f a i r . "  Yet, l i m ited 
i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  to the p a r t i e s  on 
their ri g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s ,  and they are 
not r e a u i r e d  to se e k  leaal counsel. C o n s e -
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quently, -he ec o n o m i c  settlements are not always fair arc e q u i t a­
ble, r.or are the l o n g - t e r m  c o n s e quences cf their spousal a g r e e­
ments always understood.

The D i v orce and D i s s o l u t i o n  Re f o r m  Bill wi l l  require g r e a t e r  
judicial '■•-runny of d i s s o l u t i o n  a g r eements and will require that 
s e ttlements be "fair and equitable" where the f o l l owing c i r c u m­
stances e r a s e :

1. one p arty is r e presented by c o u n s e l  and the o t h e r  is not;

2. d o m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  has oc c u r r e d  in the marriage; or

2. there are m i nor ch i l d r e n  in the marriage.

C lose r e v i e w  of these d i s s o l u t i o n  a g r e e m e n t s  will prot e c t  
the best interests of the c hildren and help p r e v e n t  u n f a i r  b a r­
gaining power from being exerc i s e d  by either of the parties.

The unequal b a r g a i n i n g  power that exists in ma n y  m a r r i a g e s  
has left m a n y  w c m e n  e s p e c i a l l y  v u l n e r a b l e  during divorce. 
A c c o r d i n g  to Ler.cre W e i t c m a n 1 s recent beck The Divorce R e v o l u­
tion: the U n e x p e c t e d  Social and Scor.cmic Ccr.secuer.css for W cmen
and C h i l d r e n  in .America, wcmen e x p e r i e n c e  a 7 3« drop in tneir 
s tandard of living during the first year after the divorce, while 
their former h u sbands e n joy a 42% rise in theirs.

The purpose of this legisl a t i o n  is to c o r r e c t  m a n y  cf  the 
e c onomic inequities that occur u nder the c u r r e n t  d i s s o l u t i o n  
lav/s, to c l a r i f y  the rights of spouses d u r i n g  a d i v o r c e  action, 
and to help p r e v e n t  the i m p o v e r i s h m e n t  cf w o m e n  and c h i l d r e n  in 
A l a s k a .

* * * *
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The d e m o g r a p h i c  forces shaping the 
A l a s k a n  w o r k f o r c e  r e q uire n e w  s o l u t i o n s  for 
the care of our children. Since 1950, A l a s k a n  
w o m e n  ha v e  i n c r e a s e d  their labor force 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by over 500 percent. A l m o s t  
o n e - h a l f  of ail m o t h e r s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  u n der 
the age of one are w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  the heme. 
In state employment, a bout o n e - h a l f  of the 
w o r k f o r c e  is c o m p o s e d  of women. E i g h t y  
p e r c e n t  are of c h i l d b e a r i n g  age and it is 
e s t i m a t e d  that 93 p e r c e n t  wi l l  b e c o m e  p r e g n a n t  
d u r i n g  their w o r k  career. The m a j o r i t y  of 
these w o m e n  need to work. The two income 
f a m i l y  is no longer an a n o m a l y  but a n e c e s s i t y  
of life. Yet the d i l e m m a  exists. H o w  do you 
b a l a n c e  the c o m p e t i n g  n e eds of job s e c u r i t y  
and p a r e n t i n g ?

N a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  ha v e  stated that 
s u b s t a n t i a l  h a r m  to a b a b y  o c c u r s  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l i y , e m o t i o n a l l y ,  physi c a l l y ,  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  w h e n  an infant is s e p a r a t e d  
from the p a r e n t s  d u r i n g  the first four m o n t h s  
of life. But, c u r r e n t  state p o l i c y  pro v i d e s  
o n l y  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  than two m o n t h s  of job 
p r o t e c t e d  leave, and o n l y  to mothers.

This is a n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  since, unl i k e  
m o s t  o ther i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  nations, the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  does not h a v e  a p o l i c y  on par e n t a l  
leave. E x t e n s i v e  p a r e n t a l  b e n e f i t s  are p r o v i­
ded in o v e r  80 n a t i o n s  e i t h e r  by the e m p l o y e r  
or by n a t i o n a l  i n s u r a n c e  plans. In Fiance, 
w o m e n  are e n t i t l e d  to 90% of their ea r n i n g s  
for a sixt e e n  we e k  p e r i o d  and are g u a r a n t e e d  
the same or a c o m p a r a b l e  job on their return. 
In Sweden, "parent ins u r a n c e "  allows e i t h e r  
p a r e n t  to leave w o r k  for up to nine m o n t h s  
a f ter the b i rth of a child, w i t h o u t  loss of 
pay. In W e s t  Germany, w o m e n  r e c e i v e  a bout 
s even mo n t h s  paid leave.

The abse n c e  of a n a t i o n a l  p a r e n t a l  leave 
p o l i c y  has left the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of p a r e n t a l  
leave up to i n d i vidual e m p l oyers. Some en - 
p l o y e r s  have r e c o g n i z e d  the i m p o r t a n t  rel«- - 
t i o n s h i p  of family to work. However, ve / 
o f t e n  e m p l o y e r s  do not r o u t i n e l y  assure that 
e m p l o y e e s  who m u s t  be out of w o r k  for any 
p e r i o d  of time can g e t  their jobs back, 
r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  they we r e  out of w o r k  
b e c a u s e  they we r e  h a v i n g  a child.
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The P a r e n t a l  Leave Bill is a p o s i t i v e  r e sponse to the 
social and e c o n o m i c  r e a l i t y  that the m a j o r i t y  of parents - 
fathers and m o t h e r s  - wo r k  o u t s i d e  the home. The bill will 
c hange m a t e r n i t y  to p a r e n t a l  leave and e x t e n d  that leave I^r 
p u r p o s e s  of adoption. It w o u l d  also ex t e n d  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
the w o r k e r ' s  job from 9 to 16 w e eks for this purpose. The 
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  that this bill wi l l  
s t r e n g t h e n  families, insure g r e a t e r  s t a b i l i t y  in the w o r k­
force and p r o v i d e  a b e n e f i t  to A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  
c o s t i n g  the state a d d i t i o n a l  money. W h i l e  the bill o n l y  
affects state workers, it is c o n s i d e r e d  "model legislation" 
that wi l l  be p r o m o t e d  among all o t h e r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e r s .
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Alaska State Legislature
Representative Mike Davis
P.O. Box V  Interim Office:
Juneau. Alaska P.O. 3ox 31435
(9071 4o5~W30/4>4l Fairbanks. .Alaska W C S

Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  A N S W E R S  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N

1. H o w  c a n  y o u  s u p p o r t  f u n d i n g  for t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  w h e n  
o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p r o g r a m s  are b e i n g  c u t  ie d a y  care, w o m e n ' s  
sh e l t e r s ,  p r e v e n t i v e  s e r v i c e s ?

- I C O M M E N D  M E M B E R S  O F  T H I S  B O D Y  F O R  P O I N T I N G  O U T  T H E  D E F I C I T
II H U M A N  S E R V I C E S  T H A T  W I L L  O C C U R  IF T H E  B U D G E T  IS P A S S E D  IN
ITS C U R R E N T  STATE.

- T H E  B U D G E T  P R O C E S S  IS N O T  C O M P L E T E D .  T H E  L E V E L  O F  F U N D I N G  
F O R  T H E  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  AS W E L L  AS T H E  L E V E L  O F  F U N D I N G  OF 
T H O S E  E S S E N T I A L  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S  HAS N O T  Y E T  B E E N  D E T E R M I N E D  BY 
T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E .  T H O S E  I S S U E S  A R E  P R E S E N T L Y  B E I N G
S C R U T I N I Z E D  3Y T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  A N D  T H E  G O V E R N O R .

- T H E  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  A L S O  H E L P S  T O  I N C R E A S E  V I S I B I L I T Y  A N D  
K E E P  T H E  P U B L I C  A N D  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  A W A R E  O F  T H E  N E E D S  OF  
W O M E N  A N D  C H I L D R E N  A N D  P R O G R A M S  T H A T  A D D R E S S  T H O S E  NE E D S .

- T H E R E  IS N O  F I S C A L  N O T E  A T T A C H E D  T O  T H I S  BILL, F U N D I N G  FOR 
T H E  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  W I L L  BE P R O V I D E D  IN T H E  F Y  38 BUDGET,
IF T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  D E T E R M I N E S  F U N D I N G  IS N E C E S S A R Y  T H R O U G H  THE 
N O R M A L  B U D G E T  PR' C E S S .

2. T h e  W o m e n ' s  c o m m i s s i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  
of i n t e r e s t s ?

- T H E  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  IS A P P O I N T E D  BY T H E  G O V E R N O R ,  HIS 
A P P O I N T M E N T  IS B A S E D  O N  C O N C E R N  F C R  W O M E N ' S  ISSUES. T H E R E  A R E  
9 M E M B E R S ,  1 A P P O I N T E D  BY T H E  A.G.. T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  IS 
R E P R E S E N T E D  BY 1 B L A C K  WOMJ$N, 2 N A T I V E  WOMEN. G E O G R A P H I C A L L Y  
T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  IS D I V I D E D  I N T O  1 K E T C H I K A N ,  1 SITKA, 1 
F A I R B A N K S  A N D  6 M E M B E R S  F R O M  A N C H O R A G E .

3. W h y  s h o u l d n ' t  we c o m b i n e  this c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  the H u m a n  
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  or t h e  E E O  c o m m i s s i o n ?

- T H E  H U M A N  R I G H T S  COMMISSION O R I G I N A L L Y  RECOMMENDED T H A T  A  
W O M E N S  C O M M I S S I O N  BE C R E A T E D  3 E C A U S E  T H E Y  D I D N ' T  H A V E  T H E  T I M E  
O R  T H E  M O N E Y  T O  D E A L  W I T H  W O M E N ' S  I S S U E S  S U F F I C I E N T L Y .  THE  
H U M A N  R I G H T S  C O M M I S S I O N  D E A L S  W I T H  I N D I V I D U A L  C O M P L A I N T S  A N D  
V I O L A T I O N S .  E E O  D E A L S  W I T H  O N L Y  J O B  D E S C R I P T I O N  A N D  W O R K P L A C E  
V I O L A T I O N S .  T H E  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  W O R K S  A T  A  3 R O A D E R  L E V E L



T O  I M P R O V E  T H E  S T A T U S  O F  W O M E N  IN A L A S K A  T H R O U G H  R E S E A R C H  A N D  
E D U C A T I O N

4. W h a t  a r e  t h e  3 b i l l s  t h a t  the c o m m i s s i o n  w o r k e d  o n  a n d  w e r e  
p a s s e d  l a s t  y e a r ?

- H B  237 P E N S I O N  R E F O R M
H B  499 I N H E R I T A N C E  A N D  P R 0 3 A T E  
H B  493 R E V I S O R S  B I L L
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M a y  1, 1987

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i t c h  A b o o d  
C h a i r
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Mr. C h a i r m a n :

T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  H o u s e  B i l l  4, 
t h e  m e a s u r e  p a s s e d  b y  the H o u s e  a n d  e n d o r s e d  b y  the G o v e r n o r  
a n d  o t h e r s ,  to e x t e n d  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
a g a i n  at t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  o f  the S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  
a n d  r e p o r t e d  o u t  o f  the C o m m i t t e e .

W e  a r e  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  d e l a y s  
c o u l d  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  S e n a t e ' s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o n s i d e r  the 
m e a s u r e  on the S e n a t e  floor.

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,  I a m

S i n c e r e l y ,



P.O. BOX 405. KODIAK. ALASKA 9961S (9071 486-5259
DURING SESSION:
P.O. BOX V. JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11 • (907) 465-3473 • 465-3474

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r eS e n a t o r  F r e d  F .  Z h a r o f f

DISTRICT N
ALASKA PENINSULA •  ALEUTIAN CHAIN • BRISTOL BAY • KODIAK ISLAND • LAKE CLAHKyLAKE ILIAMNA • PRIBILOF ISLANDS • SHUMAGIN ISLANDS

March 11, 1987

RE: HB 4: An act extending the Women's Commission

HB 4, extending the Women's Commission, is now in your committee and has three 
additional committees of referral.

I would request that you review the potential impact of this bill as well as 

the Alaska Women's Commission and the contribution they offer to the statis of 
women in Alaska.

And, if possible, a scheduling of this bill would display your kindness, 

generosity, understanding and big heart, not only to your colleagues but to 

the many women of Alaska who have a desire to see this legislation brought up 
for a hearing.

%
MEMORANDUM

Thank you for taking the time to read this most humble request.



Alaska g>tate Hegtelature
S e n a t o r  J im  D u n c a n

P.O. Box V J u n e a u .  A la s k a  99811 

(907) 465-4766

M a r c h  5,. 1987

COMMITTEES: 
F in a n c e  

R e s o u r c e s  
B u d g e t  a n d  A u d it

c

TO:

FROM:

S U B J E C T :

S e n a t o r  M i t c h  A b o o d ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e ^ S t a t e  A f f a i r s

D u n c a nS e n a t

H o u s e  By I I  4, a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  
t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n .

P l e a s e  c a l e n d a r  H B  4 f o r  a h e a r i n g  in y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  as s o o n  as 
p o s s i b l e .

I feel t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  d o n e  a g r e a t  d e a l  
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n .  B u t  t h e y  s t i l l  h a v e  m u c h  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  y e a r  S B  1 2 4 , *An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  ^ 
e m p l o y m e n t  r i g h t s  b a s e d  o n  p r e g n a n c y ,  c h i l d b i r t h ,  a n d  a d o p t i o n  
a n d  s o m e  .legal i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  d i v o r c e .  I s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  the 
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  g o  t h r o u g h  the 
C o m m i t t e e  p r o c e s s  a n d  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  e n t i r e  S e n a t e  for a vote.

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  r e q u e s t .

MAR 0 5 198i

D istric i C



Box V
Juneau. Alaska 0 0 6 1 1 
<00'/) 4 6 5 -4 7 0 7

B ox5 5 0 2 6
North Pole. Alaska 0 0 7 0 5  
(007) 4 6 6 0 6 6 2

S e n a t o r  3 f o f tn  S i .  ( J a c k )  C o g f j i l t
£HasUa &tate legislature

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter sent to me by the Alaska 
Women's Commisssion.

At your earliest convenience, please consider hearing HB 4, the 
bill extending the Alaska Women's Commission.

Thank you in advance.

cc: Kris Chatfield

Senator Mitch Abood 

Senator John B. (Jack 

April 22, 1987 

Alaska Women's Commis b ion



V E  C O W P E R P H O N E  
( 9 0 7 )  5 6 1 - 4 2 2 7

S t a t f  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  
3 6 0 1  C S T R E E T  - S U I T E  7 4 2  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 3

A p r i l  7, 1987

'enator J a c k  C o g h i l l  
0. B o x  V  
eau, A l a s k a  9 9811

ear S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  I w a n t  to 
t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to t h a n k  y o u  for m e e t i n g  w i t h  o u r  
m e m b e r s  o n  M a r c h  24 a n d  25 t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
s u n s e t  b i l l  (HB4) , our F Y 8 8  b u d g e t ,  as w e  11 as the o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  w e  c o n s i d e r e d .  We a p p r e c i a t e  
b o t h  y o u r  ti m e  a n d  y o u r  t h o u g h t s .

A t  th i s  w r i t i n g ,  HB4 h a s  b e e n  in  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  for 
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m o n t h  and h a s  n o t  h a d  a h e a r i n g .  A n y t h i n g  y o u  
c a n  d o  to  u r g e  S e n a t o r  A b o o d  t o  m o v e  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  b e  o f  
g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o m e n  it r e p r e s e n t s  
a p p r e c i a t e  the s u p p o r t  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  in the p a s t  a n d  y o u r  
c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  to k e e p  the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  w o r k  alive.

I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  t w o  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  on  the C o m m i s s i o n  for 
y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K r i s  C h a t f i e l d  
C h a i r



D E N I S E  S. H A N S E N  
2863 R e d w o o d  Place, A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99508

A p r i l  14, 1987

S e n a t o r  M i t c h  A b o o d  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P0 B o x  V (MS 3100)
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Senator,

H e l l o ;  I just w a n t e d  to g i v e  y o u  m y  o p i n i o n  of the 
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n :  L e t ' s  cut it o u t ! P l e a s e  vo t e
a g a i n s t  k e e p i n g  this in the budget.

T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s n ' t  for thi n g s  that will b e t t e r  
the l i ves of w o m e n  at all. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  the m a j o r i t y  
of w o m e n  in A l a s k a  or  the U.S.A. a g r e e  w i t h  the things 
they s t a n d  for. W i t h o u t  g o i n g  into d e t a i l  n o w  - I b e l i e v e  
t hese w o m e n  d o  m o r e  h a r m  th a n  good. L e t's not k e e p  f u n d i n g  
this o r g a n i z a t i o n .

P l e a s e  a n s w e r  m y  l e t t e r  and let me k n o w  w h e r e  y o u  
stand on this i m p o r t a n t  issue. I'd a p p r e c i a t e  any n e w  
i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  c o u l d  send me, too. I r e a l l y  a m  v e r y  
i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  w h a t  h appens.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  time.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e n i s e  S. H a n s e n
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A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  
36 0 1  C S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  742 
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK  99503

D e a r  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n :

L o o k i n g  o v e r  y o u r  F e b r u a r y / M a r c h  1987 S t a t u s  R e p o r t ,  I w a s  im- 
D r e s s e d  o n c e  a g a i n  w i t h  the m a n y  w a y s  in w h i c h  t h j  W o m e n ' s  C o m­
m i s s i o n  h a s  t o u c h e d  the l i v e s  of w o m e n  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .  M a n y  
of t h e  r i g h t s  w e  h a v e  as m o t h e r s ,  h o m e m a k e r s ,  j o b  h o l d e r s ,  and 
c i t i z e n s  a r e  o u r s  b e c a u s e  of the w o r k  of t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I o w e  a d e b t  of g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  
for e n c o u r a g i n g  m e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  as a m e m b e r  o f  the S t e e r i n g  
C o m m i t t e e  of  t h e  1985 S t a t e w i d e  W o m e n ' s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  "At the E d g e  
o f  O p p o r t u n i t y . "  As an u r b a n  A l a s k a n ,  the c o n f e r e n c e  g a v e  m e  a 
u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to meet, l e a r n  from, a n d  s h a r e  w i t h  w o m e n  
a c r o s s  the state. I b e l i e v e  I c a m e  a w a y  f r o m  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  a 
m o r e  aware, s e n s i t i v e ,  a n d  c a r i n g  h u m a n  b e i n g  - q u a l i t i e s  I n o w  
t r y  to b r i n g  to m y  r o l e s  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  and as a c i v i c  and 
c o m m u n i t y  leader.

T h e  w o r k  o f  the W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  b e n e f i t s  n o t  o n l y  the w o m e n  
of A l a s k a  b u t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  e m p l o y e r s ,  a n d  the c o m m u n i t y  at 
l a r g e  b y  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  w o m e n  h a v e  a fair a n d  e q u i t a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
to r e a l i z e  t h e i r  full p o t e n t i a l .  W h i l e  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has 
m a d e  g r e a t  s t r i d e s  to p r o m o t e  w o m e n ' s  l e g a l  rights, p r o t e c t  us 
f r o m  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and abuse, a n d  h e l p  us c o p e  w i t h  o u r  r o l e s  in 
o u r  c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y ,  m u c h  w o r k  r e mains. T h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  t h a t  the 
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has f u l f i l l e d  its p u r p o s e  o r  d o e s n ' t  s p e a k  for 
t h e m  are n a i v e  or a r r o g a n t  o r  both.

T h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  s p e a k s  for all of us. W e  n e e d  it today, 
t o m o r r o w ,  and into the f u t u r e  - u n t i l  i n e q u i t y ,  abuse, and d i s­
c r i m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d  from our s o ciety.

S i n c e r e l y ,

G a y  A .. L e s l i e  
Presj/aent



S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  T E S T I M O N Y

C H A I R M A N  A B O O D ,  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  C O M M I T T E E .  M Y  N A M E  IS 

K A R E N  R I C H  A N D  I S E R V E  AS T H E  C H A I R P E R S O N  O F  T H E  J U N E A U  

W O M E N ' S  C O U N C I L .  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  O U R  M E M B E R S H I P  S U P P O R T S  

T H E  C O N T I N U A T I O N  O F  F U N D I N G  F O R  O P E R A T I O N  OF  T H E  A L A S K A  

W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N .

W E  B E L I E V E  T H A T ,  IN T I M E S  O F  D I M I N I S H I N G  D O L L A R S ,  IT IS 

P A R T I C U L A R L Y  C R I T I C A L  T O  P R O V I D E  A N  A D V O C A C Y  G R O U P  F O R  T H E  

W O M E N  A N D  C H I L D R E N  O F  A L A S K A .  S T A F F  R E S E A R C H  C O N D U C T E D  A T  

T H E  D I R E C T I O N  OF T H E  A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  H A S  F O C U S E D  

A T T E N T I O N  O N  T H E  N E E D S  OF  A L A S K A  C I T I Z E N S  A N D  T A R G E T E D  

M E C H A N I S M S  F O R  D E A L I N G  W I T H  T H O S E  N E E D S .  T H E  G R O U P S  S E R V E D  

BY  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  A R E  P E O P L E  W H O  H A V E  L I M I T E D  A C C E S S  T O
I

D E C I S I O N - M A K E R S  A N D  W H O  O F T E N ‘F I N D  T H E M S E L V E S  O V E R L O O K E D  

B E C A U S E  T H E Y  A R E  U N A C C U S T O M E D  T O  T H E  P R O C E S S  O F  A L L O C A T I N Gi

D O L L A R S  T O  S T A T E  P R O G R A M S .

G R O U P S  S U C H  A S  T H E  E E O  O F F I C E  A N D  T H E  H U M A N R I G H T S 

C O M M I S S I O N  H A V E  D I F F E R E N T  O R I E N T A T I O N S  A N D  C L I E N T S  T H A N  

T H O S E  S E R V E D  B Y  T H E  A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N .  W E  B E L I E V E  

IT IS I M P O R T A N T  T O  C O N T I N U E  S E P A R A T I N G  O U T  T H E  G O A L S  A N D

O B J E C T I V E S  O F  T H E  T H R E E  G R O U P S  W I T H  T H E  R E S U L T  O F  B E T T E R

/
S E R V I C E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C S  T H E Y  S E R V E .  _

   >7

T H E  J U N E A U  W O M E N ' S  C O U N C I L  L O O K S  T O  T H E  A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  

C O M M I S S I O N  F O R  G U I D A N C E  O N  C R I T I C A L  I S S U E S  A N D  R E S E A R C H

h

I '
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S U P P O R T  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  W E  F I N D  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  R E S P O N S I V E  

A N D  H E L P F U L  W H E N  W E  M A K E  I N Q U I R I E S  ON S P E C I F I C  IT E M S .

W E  A S K  T H A T  Y O U  M O V E  T H I S  B I L L  O U T  O F  C O M M I T T E E  W I T H  A 

D O  P A S S  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N .  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  G I V I N G  M E  T H E  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  E X P R E S S  T H E  H O P E S  O F  T H E  J U N E A U  W O M E N ' S  

C O U N C I L .

i



j - m  A - f - ~

T& SsA  . 7 k . 'ffo y y

M - C U
•  9*

* * « « *  W

//
.7

/ ? : r /  /

A i k ^
/ '  • /  f '- ; A ,  ,

IjIsuA* 
/

, i *j- / /  / _.A'f̂ AZvyui/î ,’̂ VC <-'-z>t-<-<( /
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n n . u , « .  M C R o i r e  P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G EPUDLIC OPINION MESSAGE

D E A R S  S E N A T O R  A B O O O DEARS SENATOR ADOOO

NAMES BOO MATERS 
TITLES

\DDRES3: 10300 HILLSIDE DRIVE
CITYS ANCHORAGE ZIPS 99516

PHONES 346-3160 
SILL NO: HB 6
iUDJECTS EXTENDING A U S K A  WOMEN’S COMMISSION
JESSAGES PLEASE URGE SENATURS ABOOD AND FAIKS TO MOVE HB 4 OUT OF COMMITTEE. 
IIE WOMEN'S COMMISSION IS NEEDED TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALASKANS.

NAMES CINDY IJARTMANM 
TITLES

ADDRESS: 3250 DEffALI *7A
CITYS KETCHIKA>\ ALASKA ZIP: 99901,

PHONE: 225-2140 
BILL NO: AHFC
SUBJECT: Atirc , ,
MESSAGE: I AM REQUESTING YOUR SUPPORT OF AHFC'S j?ROPOSLD SIMPLIFIED REFINANCE 

PROGRAM.

rOMID: 03115304 
DATE: 04/21/87 
TIME: 11:53:04 

.i c n a h e : ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES S.NATORS

POMIO: 00122259 
DATE! 04/21/07 
TIME: 12:22:59 

LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO

ADAMS BARNES BENNETT
BOUCHER BOYER DINKLEY
BROWN CATO COGHILL
COLLINS COTTEN DUNCAN
DAVIDSON OAVIS ELIASON
DONLEY ELLIS FAHRENXAMP
FRANK FURNACE FAIKS
GOLL GRUEHOERG FISCHER
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY HALFORD
HERRMAU1 HOFFMAN HENSLEY
HUDSON KOPONEN JONES
LARSON MARTIN JOSEPHSON
MENARD MILLER KELLY
NAVARRE PEARCE KERTTULA
PETTYJOHN PHILLIPS RODEY
POURCHOT RIEGER STURGULEWSKI
SHULTZ SPRINGER SZYMANSKI
SU1S0 SWACKHAMMCR UEHLING
TAYLOR ULMER ZNAROFF
WALLIS ZAWACKI

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

ADAMS y/ B A R N E S \ BENNETT

BOUCHER / BOYER \ BINKLEY

BROW! / CATO \ COGHILL

COLLINS / COTTEN \ DUNCAN

D A V I D S O N / DAVIS ELIASON

DONLEY / ELLIS FAHRENKAMP

F R A N K / FURNACE FAIKS

G O U / GRUENBERG FISCHER
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY HALFORD

HERRMANN HOFFMAN HENSLEY

HUDSON KOPCNEN JONES

LARSON MARTIN JOSEPHSON

MENARD MILLER KELLY

NAVARRE PEARCE KERTTULA

PETTYJOHN PHILLIPS RODEY

POURCHOT RIEGER STURGULEWSKI

SHULTZ SPRINGER SZYMANSKI

SUNO SNACKHAMMER UEHLING

TAYLOR ULMER ZNAROFF

WALLIS ZAWACKI



P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  H E S S A C E P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

H E A P :  S E N A T O R  A B O O O D E A R :  S E N A T O R  A B U O D

NAME: HELEN WOMACK 
TITLE:

DDRESS: 746 9TH AVE.
CITY: FAIRBANKS ZIP: 99701

FIIOME: 451-6415 
1ILL NO: HB 4
SUBJECT: EXTENDING ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
JESSAGE: IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION BE CONTINUED 
T> FUNOED AS PROPOSED BT THE GOVERNOR. ALSO, THAT THE AWC NOT BE COMBINED
:TH THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. I 
IROUGH THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.

URGE THAT THE AWC BILL BE MOVED QUICKLY 
EOM/AN

NAME: 
TITLE: 

AOBPESS: 
tTY: 

PIION 
DILL N 0 >  
SUBJECT: 
MESSAGE:

CARRIE FARR

BOX 00064
FAIRBANKS /  ZIP: 99700
455-6416 

VHJR 4
JCLEAR-FREE SUBARCTIC, ARCTIC, t ALASKA 

PLEASE VOTE F 0 R / J R 4 .  I HOPE YOU WILL HELP HJR4 GET THROUGH THE 
COMMITTEES Atl\lNTO THE BOLL SENATE FOR A VOTE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. ALASKA 
SUPPORTS A NUCLEAR FREEZE AS SHOWN BY LAST SUMMER'S VOTE. PLEASE SUPPORT 
THE NUCLEAR FREe\rCTI</ EOM/AN

roMio: 07125753 POMID: 07124129/
d a t e : 04/21/67 DATE: 04/21/8/
t i m e : 12:57:53 TIM E : 12:4i:/9

lONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO LIONAME: FAIRBANKS

c o p i e s : REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS COPIES: SEJ/ATOPS

BOYER
DAVIS
FRANK
KOPONEN
MILLER

BENNETT
COGHILL
FAIIRENKAMP

5INKLEY
FISCHER
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
KELLY
STURGULEU5KI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

V

I



P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  A B O O O

NAME:
TITLE:

0rPE53: 
CI1 

THOME: 
ILL NO: 
.OBJECT: 
IE S S A G E :

MIKE GEIL

1641 GILLAM WAY 
FAIRBNAKS 

1-6998 
HJR
NUCLEAff^EfJEE SI 
I URGE YOl 

SENATE COMMITTEES FOR 
IITIATIVE PASSED IN Y(
MSTITUENCY. SUPPORT/A NUCLEAR FREE ARCTIC.

ZIP! 99701

(ARCTIC, ARCTIC, t ALASKA
IPPORT IIJR4. PLEASE HELP THIS RESOLUTION THROUGH THE 
OTE ON THE SENATE FLOOR. LAST SUMMER'S FREEZE 
USTRICT. PLEASE HONOR THE WISHES OF YOUR

EOM-FZ

PCMIO: 07130421 
DATE: 04/21/87/ 
TIME: 13:04:21 

■ICNAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
FAIKS
FISCHER
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
KELLY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYHANSKI
UEHLING
ZNAROFF

P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  A B O O O

NAME: VALERIE THERRIEN, ATTORNEY AT LAN 
TITLE: MEMBER OF THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

ADDRESS: 779 OTH AVE.
CITY: FAIRDANKS ZIP: 99701

PHONE: 452-6194 
DILL NO:
SUBJECT: WOMEN'S COMMISSION
MESSAGE: I URGE YOU TO SUPPORT THE FUNDING OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS CONTINUED 

EXISTENCE. THE WORK THAT THE COMMISSION DOES IS VALUABLE TO OUR COMMUNITY. IT 
IS A REAL BENEFIT TO ALL MEMBERS OF OUR STATE.

EOM-FZ

POMID: 07124342 
DATE: 04/21/87 
TIME: 12:43:42 

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

FAIKS
HENSLEY
JOSEPHSON
UEHLING



Alaska Women’s Resource Center
111 W/. 9th Aue., Suite 4 •  Anchorage, Alaska 99501 •  (907) 276-0528

A PR 2 1 1 9 8 7

The Honorable Mitch Abood 
Chairman, State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Room 423, Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Abood:

As you perhaps remember, I was one of the people who was to testify 
on behalf of the continuation of the Alaska Women's Commission, but 
the hearing ran out of time. For that reason, I would like to place 
these remarks on the record.

The Alaska Women's Resource Center (AWRC), incorporated since 1975, 
offers general support to all women, and specific counseling 
surrounding issues of domestic violence, sexual assault, teenage 
pregnancy, employment readiness counseling and job opportunities, and 
houses a facility for recovering public inebriate women.

Considering the economic condition of the Municipality and the State, 
not only is the Alaska Women's Commission facing a sunset rview, so 
too are many of the agencies which serve the needs of women. It is 
in that vein that the Alaska Women's Resource Center lauds the 
efforts of the Alaska Women's Commission. With our resources so 
strained, we are unable to devote staff or even volunteer time to the 
necessary research to make our case before various funding agencies. 
So we are especially pleased that the Women's Commission has chosen 
to publish the results of some exceptionally fine studies into the 
status of w o m e n  in Alaska. Our agency daily uses the "Legal Rights 
Handbook", and looks forward to the work undertaken regarding the 
economic status of women following divorce and dissolution.

AWRC appreciates the organizational and monitoring abilities of the 
Commission with regard to proposed or pending legislation. It is the 
one p l a c e  w h e r e  we  can get a r e a d i n g  on all s u c h  p i e c e s  of 
legislation, their current status, their likelihood of passage and 
their impact on women. We also appreciate the thorough research and 
the excellent network to all agencies serving women. Despite its 
significantly reduced funding, we hope it maintains the emphasis upon 
both research and legislative monitoring.



The Honorable Mitch Abood 
April 17, 1987 Page 2

The Alaska Women's Resource Center strongly supports the continuation 
of the Alaska Women's Commission. It is our sincere hope that the 
Senate State Affairs Committee recommends a due pass. Thank you for 
your consideration of this information.

Very truly yours,

Executive Director
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E(AGE

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  A B O O O

NAME:
TITLE:

a d d r e s s :
CITY: 

PHONE: 
BILL NO: 
SUBJECT: 
MESSAGE:

GEORGE ALLEN

307 BUNNELL ST.
ANCHORAGE 
N/A-

A Ktf i m j N I T Y  COLLEGE SYSTEM 
PLEASE'PASS SB60 ON COMMUNITY.

99508

■¥
CLASSES BEARED TO THE INTERE

OLLEGE. IT HAS PROVEN TO BE LOW COST
 -----------  — -----  AND OURS OF MANY PEOPLE. COMBINING

WITH THE 'bNTVERSITY WOULD/GIVE FEWER CHOICES OF SUBJECTS, HIRE COST 
AND GRADUAL FACING OUT COMPLETELY, WHICH WOULD DISAPPOINT MANY PEOPLE

POMID: 03150622 
DATE: 04/16/67 
TIME: 15:06:22 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

BENNETT 
BINKLEY 
COGHILL 
DUNCAN 
ELIASC
f a h h e n K a m p  
FAIKS/
F IS C t/ E R
HALBORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
ROOEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

A P R  2 1 1 9 8 7

NO RESPONSE REQUIRED

■ *•# r., p Vv5 .rXi- "Vi?;
: 99504

PUBLIC OPINION MESSA6E

DEAR: SENATOR ABOOO

NAME: BETTY CHAVERS 
TITLE:

ADDRESS: 7020 GIBBS HILL CIRCLE 
CITY: ANCHORAGE 

PHONE: 338-5477 
BILL NO: HB 4 
SUBJECT: EXTENDING ALASK| 
HESSAGE: PLEASE DO ALL Yi 
I AM A WORKING WOMAN, HO'

BEST INTEREST OF WOMEN IN

COMMISSION
feNEWIN6 OT THE WOMENS COMMISSION 

I DO NOT FEEL THEY REPRESENT THE 
ALASKA.

POMIO: 03155507 
DATE: 04/16/87 
TIME: 15:55:07 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

c o p i e s : R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  SENATORS

BARNES
FURNACE

FAIKS
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
UEHLING

A



NAME:
TITLE:

a d d r e s s :
CITY: 

PHONE: 
BILL NO: 
SUBJECT: 
HESSAGE:

SHIRLEY HARDUAR

PO BOX 110241 
ANCHORAGE 
345-3580 
HB 4
EXTENDING ALAS

ZIP:

NOHEN'S COMMISSION
I AH STRONGLY/AGAINST KEEPING THE COMMISSION IN EXISTENCE THROUGH

STATE FUNDING. FOR THt 
AND I DO NOT WANT MY TA

GREATER PART, THE COHMJ 
DOLLARS TO SUPPORT

SION DOES NOT REFLECT MY VIEWS

POHID: 03164454 
DATE: 04/’16/87 
TIME: 16:44:54 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS
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FAIKS
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UEHLING
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NAME: DAVIO DEHART 
TITLE!

ADDRESS: BOX 1267
CITY: HASILLA, AK. ZIP: 99665

PHONE: 892-6589 
BILL NO:
SUBJECT: SPENDING MONEY
MESSAGE: I WANT TO ASK THE LEGISLATIVE BODY IF HE ARE IN A DIRER NEED OF HONEY 
IN THIS STATE, HHY HE ARE SPENDING HONEY ON MEAT PROCESSING P U N T  IN PALMER, 
HATIMUSKA MAID, STATE FUNDED ABORTION CLINICS, AND WOMEN'S COMMISSION.

POHID: 03094034 
DATE: 04/17/87 
TIME: 09:40:34 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

ADAMS BARNES BENNETT
BOUCHER BOYER BINKLEY
BROWN CATO COGHILL
COLLINS COTTEN DUNCAN
DAVIDSON DAVIS ELIASON
DONLEY ELLIS FAHRENKAMP
FRANK FURNACE FAIKS
GOLL GRUEN8ERG FISCHER
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY HALFORD
HERRMANN HOFFMAN HENSLEY
HUDSON KOPONEN JONES
LARSON MARTIN JCSEPHSON
MENARD MILLER KELLY
NAVARRE PEARCE KERTTULA.
PETTYJOHN PHILLIPS RODEY
PCURCHOT RIEGER STURGULEJiCK
SHULTZ SPRINGER SZYMANSKI
SUNO SUACKHAMMER UEHLING
TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF
WALLIS ZAWACKI
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E Mi
d e a r :  S E N A T O R  A B O O O

NAME: ELEANOR PILTZ 
TITLE:

ADDRESS: 2711 BRITTANY DRIVE 
CITY: ANCHORAGE, AK 

PHONE: 337-7262 
BILL NO:
SUBJECT: ALASKA 
MESSAGE: :
COMMISSION.

ZIP: 99S04

UNDING RENEWED FOR THE A U S K A  WOMEN'S 
S OUT OF THE BUDGET.

I [) POMID: 03100124 
I (j I DATE: 04/17/87 
L Z J  TIME: 10:01:24 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

UEHLING
FAIKS
HENSLEY
JOSEPHSON
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April 14, 1987

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate State Affairs Committee:

You have before you House Bill 4 which provides an additional four years 

of service by the Alaska Women's Coimiission. . pport for the Commission 

has been shown by the Alaska House of Representatives by not only passing 

this bill, but also providing adequate funding in the FY 88 budget.

It is now for you to decide whether the important work of this agency is 

allowed to continue. The League of Women Voters of Alaska urges y o u  to 

support this bill. As the Alaska Women's Commission is the only state

agency that speaks for all women of Alaska, its work is unique.

The Alaska State Legislature is charged with the task of maintaining 

programs and services which the public has come to expect in the face of 

shrinking revenues. Each service m u s t  be evaluated not only on its 

cost-effectiveness, but also on the costs of not having the service.

There are still many hurdles to be met before it can truly be said that 

sex-related discrimination in o ur laws and ic our society is a thing of 

the past. Women need an advocate inside the bureaucracy to ensure fair 

treatment for half the state's population. But we need more than ju s t  

a voice: we need the types of services now supplied only by the Commission. 

These have included: workshops for rural and urban women; proposed l e g i s­

lation and review of current laws to end sex discrimination; publications 

to educate women on laws, insurance, pensions and politics.

The Alaska Women's Commission has proven its ability to produce signifi­

cant work. Please allow this to continue.

Sincerely,

Legislative Liaison
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i t c h  A b o o d  
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  A b o o d  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e :

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  L o b b y  w o u l d  l i k e  to  e x p r e s s  its s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n .

S i n c e  its c r e a t i o n  e i g h t  y e a r s  ago, t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  w o r k e d  h a r d  to  m e e t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  d i r e c t i v e  
t o  i m p r o v e  the legal, e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  
o f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b e y o n d  s e r v i n g  as an a d v o c a t e  for p o s i t i v e  
c h a n g e  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a f o r u m  for d i s c u s s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i s s u e s ,  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  in 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  for e c o n o m i c  e q u i t y  for A l a s k a ' s  women.

D u r i n g  1985, the C o m m i s s i o n  i n i t i a t e d  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  
o f  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  to i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  
w h i c h  r u n  c o u n t e r  to t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l  rights. The 
r e v i e w  i d e n t i f i e d  o v e r  80 s t a t u t e s  n e e d i n g  r e v i s i o n .  T h e  
r e v i e w  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f  o f  the 
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  u t i l i z i n g  the v o l u n t e e r e d  e x p e r t i s e  o f  
A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s ,  the v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t s  of 
o t h e r  A l a s k a n  w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  h e l p  o f  m a n y  
i n d i v i d u a l  A l a s k a n s .

T h i s  w o r k  has a l r e a d y  r e s u l t e d  in  i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e s  in the 
a r e a s  o f  p e n s i o n  r e f o r m  a n d  i n h e r i t a n c e  laws. T h e r e  is a 
g r e a t  d e a l  m o r e  to b e  done.

S i n c e  1950, A l a s k a n  w o m e n  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  l a b o r  force 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by  548%, b u t  o v e r  62% a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in 
l o w - p a y i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s .  In fact, o v e r  o n e - q u a r t e r  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  f a m i l i e s  h e a d e d  b y  w o m e n  a r e  l i v i n g  in p o v e r t y .
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T h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has, o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p r o v i d e d  the 
w o m e n  o f  A l a s k a  w i t h  a f o r u m  for a d v o c a c y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  
t h r o u g h  its s t a t e w i d e  a n d  r e g i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  
w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  its p u b l i c a t i o n s  
s u c h  as the L e g a l  R i g h t s  H a n d b o o k , f a c t  s h e e t s  o n  i n s u r a n c e ,  
p e n s i o n s ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p o l i t i c s .

T h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the 
i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a n  e x p a n d e d  s t a t e  r e g i s t e r  to i n c r e a s e  the 
h i r i n g  o f  w o m e n  in r a n g e s  18 a n d  a b o v e ,  a n d  h a s  w o r k e d  to 
i n c r e a s e  the r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  h i r i n g  o f  N a t i v e  wom e n .

It f u n c t i o n s  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
s e r v i c e s ,  p r o g r a m s ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to 
w o m e n ' s  c o n c e r n s  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  today.

E q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  h a s  b e g u n ,  b u t  it is n o t  c c m p l e t e .  W e  u r g e  
y o u  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  in 
o r d e r  t h a t  it m a y  c o n t i n u e  the i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  o f  a c h i e v i n g  
fu l l  e q u a l i t y  for A l a s k a n  wo m e n .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Qhlsitui
S h e r r i e  G o l l
for the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  L o b b y
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T E S T I M O N Y  B E F O R E  S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R  C O M M I T T E E  RE: HB4

S E N A TORS:

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  TO P A R T I C I P A T E  IN THE R E V I E W  OF 
TH E  A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N .  IT IS O N L Y  P R O P E R  T H A T  D U R I N G  A 
R E V I E W  M A N D A T E D  BY THE S U N S E T  S T A T U T E S ,  T H A T  A B R O A D  S P E C T R U M  OF 
A L A S K A N S  H A V E  A C H A N C E  TO O F F E R  T H E I R  O P I N I O N S  A N D  O B S E R V A T I O N S .

IN 1975, AS  A R E C E N T L Y  A R R I V E D  A L A S K A N  R E S I D E N T  I B E C A M E  A W A R E  OF 
AN  E F F O R T  TO E S T A B L I S H  A S T A T U S  OF W O M E N  C O M M I S S I O N .  A F T E R  
C O N C E R T E D  E F F O R T S ,  A N D  T H E  I M P E T U S  A F F O R D E D  T H E  M O V E M E N T  BY 
P A R T I C I P A N T S  IN THE 1977 IWY C O N F E R E N C E  H E L D  IN A N C H O R A G E ,  THE 
C O M M I S S I O N  B E C A M E  R EALITY. IN THE N E A R L Y  T E N  Y E A R S  O F  ITS 
E X I S T E N C E ,  THE C O M M I S S I O N  H A S  A C C O M P L I S H E D  N U M E R O U S  T A S K S  W I T H  
V E R Y  S M A L L  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S .  T H E Y  H A V E  P U B L I S H E D  M A N Y  D E F I N I T I V E  
R E P O R T S ,  H E L D  N E C E S S A R Y  C O N F E R E N C E S  A N D  F O R U M S ,  IN G E N E R A L  B E E N  A 
C A T A L Y S T  F O R  M A N Y  OF T H E  G O O D  T H I N G S  T H A T  H A V E  I M P O R O V E D  T H E  LOT 
OF WOMEN, C H I L D R E N ,  A N D  M I N O R I T I E S .  T H E Y  S U C E S S F U L L Y  O B T A I N E D  
O U T S I D E  F U N D I N G  TO F U R T H E R  T H E I R  P R O J E C T S ,  N E V E R  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  IN 
TH E  U S U A L  P O L I T I C A L  P L O Y  OF I N F L A T E D  B U D G E T  R E Q U E S T S  E V E N  D U R I N G  
T H E  "OIL BOOM" ERA.

NOW, I F E E L  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  IS U N D E R  H A R S H  S C R U T I N Y  W H I C H  IS 
U N D E S E R V E D .  AS I L O O K  O V E R  THE B U D GET, I S H A R E  W I T H  YOU THE 
C O N C E R N  OF H O W  TO DO SO M U C H  W I T H  S O  L I T T L E  - B U I L D I N G  A B U D G E T  
TO F I T  THE F A M I L Y ' S  M E A N S  IS A F R E Q U E N T  T A S K  OF A W O M A N  -SO WE 
A R E  F U L L Y  C O G N I Z A N T  OF THE M A G N I T U D E  OF THE T A S K  B E O R E  YOU. MY 
C O N C E R N  IS T H A T  W H A T  I H E A R  IN H E A R I N G S  I N D I C A T E S  A W I L L I N G N E S S  
TO C U T  F I R S T  A N D  D E E P E S T  T H O S E  P R O G R A M S  W H I C H  A F F E C T  T H O S E  W H O  
C A N  L E A S T  A F F O R D  A L O S S  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  D U R I N G  L E A N  TIMES: IE 
WOMEN, C H I L D R E N  AND M I N O R I T I E S .

AS  A M E M B E R  OF THE L E G I S L A T I V E  A L L I A N C E  F O R  W O M E N ,  S T A T E W I D E  
I L I S T E N  M O N T H L Y  TO R E P O R T S  ON  THE B U D G E T  C O N S I D E R A I I O N S  A N D  
T H E I R  P R O B A B L E  I M P A C T  ON P R O G R A M S  S E R V I N G  T H I S  C O N S T I T U E N C Y .  I 
AM  D I S M A Y E D  70 T H I N K  THAT N O W  W H E N  WE M O S T  N E E D  A S T R O N G  
A D V O C A T E  AS THE C O M M I S S I O N  H A S  BEEN, IT IS IN J E O P A R D Y .
P R E S E N T L Y  THE S U G G E S T E D  L E V E L  OF F U N D I N G  F O R  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  IS 
L O W E R  TH A T  T H E  A M O U N T  A P P R O P R I A T E D  IN 1981; L E S S  T H A N  *1 PER 
F E M A L E  IN ^ H I S  S T A T E  - L E S S  T H A N  .027. OF G E N E R A L  F U N D S  IN FY88.

I F E E L  T H A T  W I T H  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N ' S  G O O D  R E P U T A T I O N ,  C O U P L E D  W I T H  
T H E I R  A B I L I T Y  T O  C A R E F U L L Y  M A N A G E  T H E I R  F U N D S , T H E Y  S H O U L D  BE 
R E - A U T H O R I Z E D  A N D  AT T H E  L E V E L  OF F U N D I N G  S U G G E S T E D  B Y  THE 
GOV E N O R .  IN T H I S  TI M E  OF F I S C A L  CRISIS, WE C A N  L E A S T  A F F O R D  TO 
L O S E  THE V E R Y  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  T H A T  C A N  B E S T  M A K E  A L L  OF U S  A W A R E  OF 
T H E  G A P S  C R E A T E D  BY L O W E R I N G  L E V E L S  OF F U N D I N G .  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  
IS THE E S T A B L I S H E D  P O I N T  OF C O N T A C T  B E T W E E N  W O M E N ' S  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  
M I N O R I T Y  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S ,  A N D  A W H O L E  H O S T  OF I N D I V I D U A L S .
Y O U R  W I L L I N G N E S S  T O  R I S K  A L I E N A T I O N  OF T H I S  C O N S T I T U E N C Y  BY A



R E T U R N  T O  P R E - 1 9 7 ©  C H A O S ,  I S  I N C O M P R E H E N S I B L E .

I U R G E  YOU TO  P A S S  T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N  ON  THE TO O T H E R  S E N A T E  
C O M M I T T E E S  OF  R E F E R R A L  QUI C K L Y .
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  
3 6 0 1  C S T R E E T  • S U I T E  7 4 2  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 3

F Y 8 G  B u d g e t  I n f o r m a t i o n

• T h e  t o t a l  r e q u e s t  for t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  b u d g e t
for s t a t e  g e n e r a l  funds for F Y 8 8  is $251.5.

• S i n c e  1986 the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  b u d g e t  has b e e n  c u t  24%.

• T e n  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  s e r v e  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  w i t h o u t  p a y  or  s t i p e n d .

• T h e  F Y 8 8  r e q u e s t  i n c l u d e s  c u t t i n g  one f u l l - t i m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l
p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  33% o f  the t o t a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t a f f .

• T h e  3 r e m a i n i n g  p o s i t i o n s  are:

• e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  - h a n d l e s  all a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s u p e r v i­
sion, b u d g e t i n g  a n d  w o r k  pl a n s .  S o l i c i t s  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  
o f  fu n d i n g .  S t a f f s  all C o m m i s s i o n  c o m m i t t e e s .  A d v o c a t e s  
for l e g i s l a t i v e  p l a t f o r m .  P r o v i d e s  p u b l i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o n  
C o m m i s s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  P l a n s  a n d  i m p l e m e n t s  w o r k s h o p s ,  
s e m i n a r s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s .

• r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t / i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r  - h a n d l e s  m o r e  t h a n  
1000 i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  p e r  year. D e s i g n s  a n d  c o n d u c t s  
c o m p l e x  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  W r i t e s  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r .  
E d i t s  all p u b l i c a t i o n s .  A s s i s t s  in e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .

• s e c r e t a r y  ** r e c e p t i o n i s t ,  o f f i c e  m a n a g e r .  M a i n t a i n s  
m a i l i n g  l i s t  o f  o v e r  2000. A l l  t y p i n g  and w o r d  p r o c e s s i n g ,  
s u p p l i e s ,  t r a v e l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c a­
tions. M o r e  t h a n  1 4 , 0 0 0  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  in 
1986.

• T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  has s o u g h t  a n d  s e c u r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  of 
f e deral, s t a t e  and c o r p o r a t e  f u n d i n g  s i n c e  1983. It h a s  
a l s o  s e c u r e d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h o u s a n d s  of v o l u n t e e r  h o u r s  
e a c h  year, p r o v i d i n g  an  e s t i m a t e d  i n - k i n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of 
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 3 0 ,000 w o r t h  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  per y e a r .

• E v e n  w h e n  oil r e v e n u e s  w e r e  h i g h  the C o m m i s s i o n  d i d  n o t  s e e k
a n y  majoi. b u d g e t  i n c r e a s e s .  T o d a y ' s  b u d g e t  r e p r e s e n t s  
n e a r l y  the e x a c t  n m o  the C o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e d  in
1981, a d j u s t e d  for i n f l a t i o n .

• It r e q u i r e s  a b a s i c  l evel o f  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  s t a f f  to w r i t e  
g r a n t s  to p u r s u e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  at the s a m e  that 
r e s e a r c h  a n d  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t s  o r e  c o n t i n u e d .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
h a s  r e a c h e d  t h a t  level.

870521
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I urge this c o m m i t t e e  to vote for the extension of the Alaska Women's 
Commission. The Commission has served Alaska well and needs to continue its 
work of sponsoring workshops and conferences, of publishing research material 
not otherwise available, of promoting legislation that will improve the 
status of Alaskan women.

Despite what our dreams may be for the women of Alaska, we continue to have 
tremendous problems to overcome, such as a high rate of domestic violence 
which means women and children live in daily fear, such as women's jobs are 
still paid only 59 cents to a man's job of $i.00; such as w o m e n  continue, to . 
be underrepresented in our legislature, in upper management, in 
positions. By giving women around the state the opportunity to learn what 
resources are in Alaska, to learn what we can do to improve the Alaskan 
living situation, the Alaska 'Women's commission has played a vital role in 
women's lives. We need to keep the Commission and I urge each of you to vote 
for passage of this bill. Thank you.

J > e  A n i ^ e .  I -  A x k '- v '- J )  
f~ a \ \ r
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2. Disruptive forces are at work in Alaska families. The AWC is not one of them.

The divorce rate here is 62%, compared with 49% nationally. The AWC did not

create this situation; de-nwfc eircoma^e dlvcrtier, But that high rate here is 

a fact, and we must deal with it. So what the AWC does is provide information

about what a woman's legal rights are, advocate for legislation to protnct-tke----

rights of both parties and their children, and engage in a research project to 

determine the economic impact of divorce in Alaska. Homemakers. The divorce 

rate in Alaska is a problem; eliminating the AWC is not the solution.

Over half of all Alaska women work outside the home, most single-parent 

families are headed by women, and most families below the poverty level are 

headed by women. The AWC did not create this situation, but we must help deal

with it and the child care, employment and public assistance implications it

bi-Lugo about. i.og&1 P.isht9 Cnnforp.nce. Parental leave legislation.

Economic and social disruption or ramiilea lo a problem} eliminating the 

AWC is not the solution,

A P R  23 '87 15:12 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN
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3. The last issue is about thejjrepreaencativeness of the AWC. By statute, the 

AWC is charged with the responsibility of achieving equal (not special) legal, 

economic and social status for all women in Alaska. Our goal rea.'.y isn't to

speak for all women as much as it is to speak about all women and t£ all women.

The information we produce is for all women. The advocacy effort we make is on

behalf of all women. Whether all women avail themselves1 r l4Vl
them; not all may chose to do so and some may disagree./ Tne commission 

looks at the facts as determined by our research and sets policy. This is 

similar to what a legislature does and there, too, if disagreement about the 

policy is a problem, eliminating the entire institution, be it the legislature

In closing, I return to the notion of "special" and "equal." For the last three 

years, women mushers have won the Iditarod. Libby Riddles and Susan Butcher

did not win because as women they were special, tney wuu bevaue^thoy 

good and because as people they were given an equal chance to compete,

That is what, the work of the AWC is about, and that is w h y u r g e  its continua­

tion.

or the AWC, is not the solution
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M y  n a m e  is S u s a n  A l e x a n d e r ,  I a m  an E n g l i s h

t e a c h e r  a t  P a l m e r  H i g h  Scho o l .  O n e  o f  m y  E n g l i s h  c l a s s e s  

is W o m e n  in L i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  the W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  

h e l p e d  to a d v o c a t e .  Y o u  w i l l  be  i n t e r e s t e d  to  k n o w  th a t

t h i s  y e a r  h a l f  o f  /  c l a s s  is boys.

A s  a t e a c h e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  of E n g l i s h ,  w h e n  

w o m e n  are e q u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  in t e x t b o o k s  a n d  in the 

s e l e c t i o n  of l i t e r a t u r e  to b e  s t u d i e d  t h e n  p e r h a p s  w e  c a n  

c o n s i d e r  s u n s e t t i n g  the W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  b u t  n o t  u n t i l  

then.

a n d  g i r l ' s  t r a c k  coach, s u p p o r t s  m y  p o s i t i o n  a n d  k n o w s  

h o w  m u c h  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  d o n e  to m a k e  

i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  g i r l s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  e q u a l l y  i n  a t h l e t i c s .  

He  b e l i e v e s  w e  n e e d  the W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  to c o n t i n u e  

m o n i t o r i n g  in t h e  w a i v e  of b u d g e t  cuts.

t h a t

M y  h u s b a n d ,  D o r  L e h m e n ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  t e a c h e r
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Forty years agOj when I enrolled at Fairbanks H i g h School^ girls 

’couldn't take subjects like physics or shop— those were boys subjects. 

T o d a y  all students are able to study courses within their intellectual 

capability regardless of sex.

Thirty-five years ago I competed with a male in an essay contest 

for a scholarship at the Uni v e r s i t y  of Alaska. My entry was judged 

the better, but he got the money because everyone "knew girls never 

did anything with an education". T o d a y  womens' efforts in endeavors 

like that are judged on their own merits.

Three of my daughters have helped themselves through college by 

playing basketball, because Title IX assured them equal access to ath­

letic* as well as. instruction.

I worked for 30 years as a homemaker and farm w i f e — longer hours 

and harder work than m a n y  m e n  ever do— yet I have no Social Security 

benefits accrued from this work. W h e n  I entered the job market in 

1980 I was given no credit for any of this w o r k — not cost accounting 

farm books— not skill as a cook— not even as a farm laborer.'— by our 

own State Job Service, so I ended up with a low paying clerical job, 

traditional women's work.

W h e n  my husband died I got n o t hing from his contributions to a 

U n i o n  retirement plan* I got n o t h i n  for myself from Social Security, 

If I had not already been employed and if he had not had the foresight 

and w h e r e w i t h a l l  t o  l e a v e  our f a m i l y  p r o t e c t e d  by. 3 ife_jnsurann_e, T. 

wo u l d  have been forced to sell my house, reduce my family's standard 

of living, my children may well have been forced to quit college, and 

quite possibly we would have had to apply for public assistance.

I regard agencies such as the State Women's C o m mission the most 

vnlnahlp asRfit women— not working women, all wo m e n — have in redressing 

these unfair facts of life. These largly unpaid commissioners are 

every woman*a advocate for equality in cduoaiion, oouality in omnloy-

ment opportunities, pension reform, access to child care and health 

care. It's one of the most cost effective government agencies in this 

State and one responsive tc the needs of 50$ of the citizens of this 

State. I urge that these valuable services be retained.

M a r y  E. Welch 

Wasilla, A l a s k a
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My name Is Bernice Linn and I am a guidance counselor at Palmer High School.

I support the retention of the Alaska Womens* Commission particularly as 
Its activities relates to the "not so trivial pursuit of identity in 
adolescence". There is evidence to support what i witness each day the 
need for enhancem ent of self concept in teen age girls -- the need to 
support networks that clarify life role preferences traditional and 
non-traditional —  the need for collaboration to support gratifying 

adult roles for women.

I am concerned not only as these topics relate to my professional life 
but also with the future of my two granddaughters and the opportunities 
that I believe should be open for them.
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Kfy name is Delia Iyapana.* I am testifying on behalf of Caleb Pungoviyi, 

President of Kawerak, Inc. vho is currently traveling on business, out of 

state.

hy testimony is in support of the Alaska Women's Commission and request the 

Senate to approve the bill extending the Alaska Women's Commission. I 

believe that the Women's Commission has not only addressed issues ar.d 

problems affecting vomen and families in Alaska but has made concrete 

recommendations for solutions to problems,

I firmly believe the State of Alaska will realize a greater benefit by 

continuing the Alaska Women's Commission and their work to improve the

B t a t u s  of vomen.



RE: HB 4 —  E x t e n d i n g  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n

I feel t h a t  the W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has p l a y e d  a v i t a l  p a r t  in i m p r o v i n g  

th e  W o m e n ' s  p o s i t i o n  in A l a s k a n  so c i e t y .  T h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  in 

d o c u m e n t i n g  c h i l d  abuse, m a r i t a l  a b u s e  a n d  the a b u s e  of the e l d e r l y  h a s  

b r o u g h t  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  T h e y  h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  a l c o h o l i s m  a n d  d r u g  a b u s e  p r o b l e m s .  O n e  of the 

n e w  t h r u s t s  is the e f f e c t  of a l c o h o l i s m  on  the fetus.

I a t t e n d e d  the S i t k a  W o m e n ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  l a s t  y e a r  w h i c h  w a s  f u n d e d  by  

t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I w a s  m o d e r a t o r  o n  a d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p  on 

h a n d l i n g  t e e n a g e  p r o b l e m s .  I a l s o  w r o t e  it up  for the S.E. Log.

I t h o u g h t  it w a s  v e r y  e x c e l l e n t .  W e  n e e d  m o r e  of  s u c h  c o n f e r e n c e s .  

T h e r e  is m u c h  y e t  to do  in t h e  W o m e n ' s  a r e a  and I h o p e  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  

w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d .  It h a s  a d d r e s s e d  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  w o m e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  

as p e r h a p s  no o t h e r  g r o u p  has. L o o k  w h a t  has b e e n  d o n e  o n  c h i l d  

a b u s e  alone. I see the n e e d  for m o r e  s h e l t e r s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  find 

t h e m s e l v e s  in an  i m p o s s i b l e  h o m e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e y  n e e d  a p l a c e  to go 

w h i c h  i s n ' t  the s t r e e t s  as a run a w a y .

M a r i l y n  G e o r g e  

B o x  1032

P e t e r s b u r g ,  A K  99833 

( R e s i d e n t  s i n c e  1946)

A P R  2 8  1987
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A p r i l  22, 1987 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Abood,

I do not s u p p o r t  e x t e n d i n g  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h i s  

c o m m i s s i o n  d o e s  not r e p r e s e n t  all A l a s k a n  women. A f t e r  r e a d i n g  s e v e r a l  

r e p o r t s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  w r i t t e n  by t h i s  g r o u p  I f o und s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  

t h a t  I s t r o n g l y  oppo s e .  I w a s  a l a r m e d  to find s u p p o r t  of g a y  and 

l e s b i a n  li f e  s t y les. E v e r y d a y  we a r e  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a w a r e  of the 

d e s t r u c t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of the b r e a k  d o w n  of the t r a d i t i o n a l ,  

h e t e r o l s e x u a l  f a m i l y  unit.

T h r o u g h o u t  the d o c u m e n t s  is found the e n d o r s e m e n t  of a b o r t i o n ,  

a n d  the a c t i v e  p r o m o t i o n  of u s i n g  s t a t e  d o l l a r s  t<- f u n d  a b o r t i o n s .  I 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  h u m a n  l i f e  s t a r t s  at c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  m u s t  be p r o t e c t e d .

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the u n b o r n  c h i l d  is just o n e  v i c t i m  of a b o r t i o n ;  

m a n y  w o m e n  a r e  le f t  w i t h  s e v e r e  e m o t i o n a l  s c a r e s  a f t e r  t h e y  l e a r n  the 

t r u t h  a b o u t  a b o r t i o n .  It u p s e t s  me to t h i n k  t h a t  our g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  

s u p p o r t  this d e s t r u c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h  a s t a t e  c o m m i s s i o n .

T h e r e  a r e  real n e e d s  of w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  to be m e n t ,  but t h e r e  

a r e  m a n y  g r o u p s  set u p  to m e e t  t h e s e  needs. T h i s  w o m e n ' s  g r o u p  s h o u l d  • 

not be s t a t e  e n d o r s e d  or funded. T h e s e  w o m e n  h a v e  a r i g h t  to be a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  i c o m m i s s i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  f u n d e d  b y  our s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t .

T h a n k  You.

A l a n a  P f u n d t  
Box 055
P e t e r s b u r g ,  Ak. 9 9 833
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Senate State Affairs Committee 
Mitch nbood, Chair

Thank you for taking the time to listen to testimony on the Women's-.Commission.
I would like to encourage you to continue the Commission as one of the most cost 
effective methods of assisting a major portion of the population of the state.

As State f inding drops, it is critical that we take advantage of those organizations 
which can provide coordination between programs. Projects like the "Women's Legal 
Rights In Alaska", published by the Commission in 1981 with revisions in 1984, 
have been literally invaluable in our assistance to victimized women.

The Commission budget is very small relative to the potential good that they 
can accomplish.

Sincerely,

Susan McClea/f 
Director I

P.O. Box 1573 Sitka, Alaska 99835 Phone: (907) 747-3370
Memtxi ot it* AUtkj Network on Oomeitic Viofenco and Seiuol AjmuII



DATE

PPL 23 '87 14:41 SITKP LEG. INFO.

T O :
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April 23, 1987

Testimony on HB 4 for Senate State Affairs

My name is Bertha Karras, Native American. I am against funding the 
AlacUa Womon'o Commission. I really duu'L feel a person like myseil 
is well represented as a homemaker. How many people believe in a 
woman staying home any more? Or would encourage others that way?
We have a big role —  guiding children, caring for them, leading to 
less sex abuse —  our society strengthened by being home.

Bertha Karras 
230 Kogwanton 
Sitka AK 99835

( D
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^Y rzy<y6  a J J lo  JCO X U x J  ~Z<AzXr><J&r\y ^yYc^-d_
*y<y(SCs&(j jX yO y ^ C tU X X Z  &X ^C /u^ j X ^ eL Y oeru  >

'^ /U  UyAjLA-*-y Y ) V ^ L y^ iaC  yiSLstU yl, '-jAAt̂ TX^' ~XYjLy>
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S e n a t o r  A b o o d  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  y o u r  

c o m m i t t e e  t o c a y .  M y  n a m e  is J o d y  S. M a r c e l l o .  A s  a  n e w c o m e r  t o  

A l a s k a  l a s t  A u g u s t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  g r o u p s  a b o u t  

w h i c h  I l e a r n e d  w a s  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  In t h e  l a s t  f e w  

m o n t h s ,  I h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a i n  m u c h  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  w o m e n  o f  

A l a s k a .  P u t  b l u n t l y ,  I a m  i m p r e s s e d !  T h e  a m o u n t  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

w o r k  d o n e  b y  t h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  e x c e l l e n t .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n ' s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  t o p s .  T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  v i t a l  t o  a n y o n e  c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  a b o u t  A l a s k a  w o m e n  

o r  a n y o n e  a d v o c a t i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  in t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a .  

T h i s  is v i t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a n y o n e  a s k i n g  f o r  it. 

T h i s  f u n c t i o n  a l o n e  j u s t i f i e s  f o r  m e  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  

h o w e v e r ,  it p e r f o r m s  o t h e r  v i t a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  a d v o c a c y  in t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  r e s e a r c h ,  a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  b y  C h a i r  K r i s  

C h a t f i e l d ,  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  t o  s h o w  a r e a s  o f  w e a k n e s s  

in p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,  a n d  t h e n  p o i n t e d  t h e  w a y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  s t a t u t o r y  

o r  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  t o  e n d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  a g a i n s t  w o m e n .  T h e  

A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a m e s s e n g e r  f o r  o t h e r  

w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h e r e  in A l a s k a .

The^gtat^jj o f  A l a s k a ,  b y  s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  

m d v o o .-a  ‘c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  w o m e n  o f  A l a s k a  w t u - c h ^ s a y s  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  

g o i n g  t o  l e t  y o u  b e  l e f t  b e h i n d  a s  w e  m o v e  f o r w a r d  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e .

If t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is n o t  c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e  S t a t e  w i l l  m o v e  b a c k  in t i m e  

a n d  p o s s i b l y  l o s e  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w c m e n  o f  A l a s k a .  If A l a s k a  is 

n o t  p r o g r e s s i v e  in t h i s  a r e a ,  it s t a n d s  a c h a n c e  o f  l o s i n g  v a l u a b l e  

w o m e n  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w h e r e  t h e y  m a y  m o v e  f o r w a r d  in t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  

s e e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r  w o m e n  a l s o  i m p r o v i n g .

T h a n k  y o u .
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SEN MITCH ABOOD

POUCH V 541
JUNEAU AK 95811

1987 APR 22 21 5 9

%

I DO NOT SUPPORT HB A EX T E NS IO N OF ALASKA WGMENS CO MMISSI ON 

B E C A U S E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKAS TIGHT BUDG ET AND IT IS NOT 

R E PR ES EN TA TI V E  OF ALL OF ALASKA WOMEN. I URGE YOU TO VOTE 

AGAINST THE BILL.

SHARON RHOADES 

1545 SOUTH HOYT SF #19 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508
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•  DON'T SU FP ORT H B 4 BECAUSE OF TIGHT BUDGET. 

~ R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  OF ALL OF ALASKA'S WOMEN.

®  GARY RHODES

1545 SOUTH HOYT SP19

•  A N C H O R A G E  AK 99508
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SENATOR MIT C H  ABOOD

• ’ 267
JUNEAU AK

IT HAS COME TO MY AT TENTION THAT A SMALL CUT VOCAL GROUP 

C H AR A C T E R I Z E D  BY RE ACTIONARY IDEAS REGARDING WOME N MET IN 

AN CHORAGE LAST WEEK WITH AN OUTSIDE ACTIVIST AND OR G A N I Z E R  

TO TARGET THE ALASKA WOMENS C O MM IS SI ON FOR EL IMINATION.

THEY CITED AS THEIR REASONS INACCURATE FOSITIONS THAT THEY 

ALLEGE THE C O MM IS SI ON SUPPORTS. T H E Y  ALLEGE THE CO MM I S S I O N  

SUPPORTS "E ASY DIVORCE" AND "GUN CO NT ROL". WITH REGARD TO 

DIVOPCE THE CO M M I S S I O N S  PRIMARY EFFORT HAS EEEN TO STRENGTHEN 

THE DIVORCE LAWS. WE HAVF PROMOTED HEIG HT EN ED SCRUTINY RATHER 

THAN QUICK AND EASY SOLUTIONS AND PROT EC TI ON OF INDIVIDUAL 

RIGhTS AS OP POSED TO SPEED OF SETTLEMENT. CITING "GUN C O N T R O L "  

IS SIMPLY LUDICROUS. NEVER IN ITS NINE YEARS OF EXISTENCE 

HAS THE C O M MISSI ON DISCUSSED THIS.
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OTHER MISI NF OR MA TIO N ABOUNDS AMONG CERTAIN M EMBER S OF THIS 

GROUF, WHOSE ROOTS ARE IN THE MORAL MAJORITY. FOR EXAMPLE 

THEY HAVE ACCUSED THE CO MM I S S I O N  OF IGNORING HOMEMAKERS.

IN FACT, THE C O MM IS SI ON  HAS A D V O C A T E D  MEAS UR ES TO IMPROVE 

HOME MA KERS STATURE, RESPECT AND EC ONOMIC CONDITIONS.

YOU WILL UN D O U B T E D L Y  BE RE CE IV IN G A NUMBER OF POMS FROM 

MEMBERS OF THIS GROUF W H I C H  W I L L  C ONTAI N THESE OR OTHER 

FALSE ACCUSA TI ONS. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL CONTACT ME OR OUR 

OFFICE FOR AN Y A D D I T I O N A L I N F O R M A T I O N  TO PROVIDE A MORE 

ACCURATE PICTURE. THANK YOU FOR YOUF TIME AND ATTENTION. 

KRIS CHATFIELD, CHAIR



Aflvnory Council M tm bm  
S e n io r  Bennett. Chairman 
Senator Abood 
Senator Kerttula 
Senator Seckett

PO Bo* V 
Stale Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99611 
Phone: (907) <65 3114

fcrnatt 9bbi*orp Council

kEUDRAMXM

TO: Senator Paul Fischer
Alaska State Senate

ATN: Jack Sanderson
i.

hRCM: Lee A n  Lucas r
Senate Advisory Cbunci

CATE: January 14, 1987

RE: Ak. Women's Comnission

In response to your request, I o ffe r the fo llow ing .

The Alaska Women's Comnission was estab lished by the Leg is la tu re in 
1978 (Ch. 120, SLA 78). The Comnission was reaffirm ed and renewed in 1983 
(Ch. 52, SLA 83) by the Legis la ture and the Governor. Copies o f these 
A :ts are attached fo r your in formation.



LAWS OF ALASKA

1978

Sovirc*

3CS CSHB 303 rra S

Chapter No.

120

AN  ACT

Cresting the Alaska Corcisslon on the Status of Women.

* *  IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.19 is amended by adding new sections to read:
Sec. 44.19.956. CREATION OF COMMISSION. There is 

created in the Office of the C o v e m o r  the Alaska Coraisslor. 
°Q the Status of WoDcn.

Sec. 44.19.957. COMPOSITION. The conmission consists 
ne=k°r9 and an ex officio member representing the 

office of the attorney general wh o  shall serve at the 
Pleasure of the governor.

Sec. 4A . 19.953. APPOINTMENT, (a) The members shall 
oe appointed on a nonpartisan and nondiscrlmlnatory basis 
®7 the governor within 60 days of the effective date of

Act. Ihe members shall be residents of the state. At 
one member shall be a homemaker who is not otherwise 

***P*oj,ed. In making the appointments, due consideration 
sl> « U  be given to

t. (1) the recoczsendations made by civic organlza-
At o u b ' W 0 M n '8 organizations, educational and vocational 

employer groups, labor unions, church groups, 
makers clubs and organizations, and other groups having 
interest in the status of women;

^ststewlde geographical representation of the

(3) minority and low-lncome representation.



Chapter 120

(b) The connlaslon ahall elect one of Its member* 
chairperson and may select other conroission officers as j! 
considers necessary.

Sec. 44.19.959. MEETINGS. Within 60 days after thi 
appointment of all the members of the commission, the 
governor shall call the first meeting of the commission, 
majority of the members constitutes a quorum for conducting 
business and exercising the powers of the conroission. iy?* 
commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson, at 
the request of a majority of the members, or at a regular’,* 
scheduled time as determined b y  a majority of the members

Sec. 44.19.961. TERMS O F  OFFICE. The term of offic* 
of each member is five years. Terms shall be staggered. 
Initial terms shall be thr^e members serving for one year 
three members serving for three years, and three members ' 
serving for five years. A  vacancy shall be filled for the 
balance of the unexplred tern in the 6aue mann e r  as origin*;' 
appointments. ' J

Sec. 44.19.962. COMPENSATION. Members of the conci,. 
sion receive no compensation for their services but are 
entitled to per diem and travel allowances authorized by 
law for other boards and commissions. j

Sec. 44.19.963. PIHIPOSE. The purpose of the comm-.*, 
sion is to implement the recommendations contained in the
preliminary study on the status of women in Alaska which
was mandated by the Ninth legislature, Second Session, 
under ch. 99 SLA 1976, and Improve the status of women in 
Alcrka by conducting further research and by making and 
implementing additional recommendations on the opportuni­
ties, reeds, problecs, and contributions of women in Alaska 
Including, but not limited to,

(1) education,

(2) homenaklng,

(3) civil and legal rights,

(4) labor and employment.

Sec. 44.19.964. POWERS AN D  DUTIES. To accomplish lti 
purpose, the commission cay

(1) hire an executive director and additional 
administrative staff as may be necessary to the commis­
sion's function;

(2) act as a clearinghouse and coordinating body 
for governmental and nongovernmental information relating 
to tne status of women;

(3) cooperate with public and private agencies 
in Joint efforts to studv ar.d resolve problems relating to 
the status of vomen in /lnska;

(4) accumulate and compile information concern­
ing discrimination agains* women;

(5) disseminate the resulto of research and

- 2 -



Chapter 120

compilation of data acquired under (4) of thi» section by 
publication and other methods such as public hearings, 
conference?, and seminars,

(6) study and analyze all facts relating to 
Alaska laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to 
equal protection for women under the state constitution;

(7) reconrr.end legislative and administrative 
action on equal treatment and opportunities for women;

(8) select and retain the services of consultants 
whose advice Is considered necessary to assist the coranis- 
sion in obtaining information;

(9) encourage women to utilize their c a pabili­
ties and to assume leadership roles;

(10) establish standing cocmlctees among che 
members to investigate and cake recommendations on various 
areas of concern;

(11) create task forces composed of cocmlsslon 
members and ocher experts as needed;

(12) accept monetary gifts or grants from the 
federal government or an agency of it, from any charitable 
foundation or professional association or from any other 
repucable source for implementation of any program n e c e s­
sary or desirable for carrying out the general purposes of 
the commission.

Sec. 44.19.966. ANNUAL REPORT. Each year the commis­
sion shall file a report with the governor and the legisla­
ture of its proceedings for the previous calendar year and 
shall submit recommiendations for legislative and adminis­
trative action. Reports and recommendations required under 
this section shall be prepared no later than the convening 
of the legislature.

* Sec. 2. The Alaska Commission on the Status of Women 
s t a t e d  under AS 44.19.956 shall terminate on June 30, 1983.

- 3-

tllc Covernor July 8, 1978 
'«ctive Date October 6. 1978



LAWS OF ALASKA
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Sovrt* CbopNf No.

CSSB 63(SA) an

AN  A O

Relating to the Alaska Corarlssion on the Statui of '-cren; 
and providing for an effective date.

«  f l  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

THE ACT FOLLOWS OK PACE 1. LIVE 10

UCSRLlfCD MATERIAL D C 1 WTES TEXT THAT IS iE'.'C A X e  — 
TVf LA* NO BRACKETED MATERIAL IN CAPITAL lTT-EAS I'CICA'iS 
DELETIONS FROM the LAW; CtmETELY ICW TEXT CS MA"E?IA_ 
REPEALED A ;o RE-ENACTED IS IDENTIFIED IN TV* :
LHC OF EACH BILL SECTICN.

*>-provcd bv the Oovernor: July 11. 1983
*'*-ual Effective Date: July 12. 1983



C h a n t e r  5 2

AN ACT

Relating to the Alaska Commission on the Status of Woceni 

and providing for an effective date.

* Section 1. AS 44.19.165 is aoended to read:

Sec. 44.19.165. CREATION OF COMMISSION. There is created in the 

Office of the Governor the Alaska Women's Conalssion [ON TOE STATUS OF 

WOMEN).

* Sec. 2. AS 44.19.175 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(13) encourage the development of regional and municipal 

women's councils or commissions.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.66.010(a) is amended by adling a new paragraph to read:

(12) Alaska Women's Commission —  June 30. 1987.

* Sec. 4. The Alaska Women's Commission established in sec. 1 of this

succeeds to all the powers, duties, and facilities of Che Alaska Ccm*

,4,*lcn on the Status of Women.

* s*c. 5. Section 2. ch. 120, 3 U  1978 is repealed.

* Sec. 6. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

•*.070(c).

- 1- CSS6 63(SA) an



American Association o f University Women
ANCHORAGE BRANCH

9621 Spring Hill Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507

March 23, 1987

The Honorable Mitch Abood, Chairman 
Senate State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State benate 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Abood,

Enclosed is a copy of the testimony I delivered to the Finance Committee 
at the Public Hearing held in Anchorage Saturday, March 21, 1987. My testimony 
related to the Alaska Women's Commission, the appropriation for which appears 
as line item 8 in the copy of the budget distributed at the hearing.

When the idea of the Commission was first proposed in the seventies, we were 
strong proponents. We continue to be advocates for the Commission, in fact, 
continuation of the Alaska Women's Commission is our number one legislative 
priority. We feel the Commission has fulfilled its mission in an exemplary 
fashion and should be continued until 1991 at its current level of funding 
and staff.

Very truly yours,

Janice L. Foster, Legislative Chairman



TESTIMONY RE ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION - BUDGET LINE ITEM 8 
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEARING 
SATURDAY MARCH 21, 1987 ANCHORAGE

SENATOR UEHLING AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

MY NAME IS JAN FOSTER; I AM THE LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN FOR 1 HE 
ANCHORAGE BRANCH OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN. IN ALASKA WE HAVE 500 COLLEGE EDUCATED WOMEN AS MEMBERS;
IN ANCHORAGE WE HAVE 50. WE HOLD THE CONTINUATION OF THE WOMEN'S 
COMMISSION AS OUR NUMBER ONE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY.

WHEN THE IDEA OF THE COMMISSION WAS FIRST PROPOSED IN THE 
SEVENTIES, WE WERE STRONG PROPONENTS; WE CONTINUE TO BE 
ADVOCATES FOR THE COMMISSION. WE FEEL THE COMMISSION HAS 
FULFILLED ITS MISSION IN AN EXEMPLARY FASHION AND SHOULD BE 
CONTINUED UNTIL 199.1 AT ITS CURRENT LEVEL OF FUNDING AND STAFF.

I HAVE ATTENDED HEARINGS ON HOUSE BILL 4 VIA TELECONFERENCE. I 
HAVE LISTENED CAREFULY TO TESTIMONY FROM THE OPPOSITION AND AM 
DISMAYED AT SOME OF THE ALLEGATIONS. I DISAGREE STRONGLY WITH 
THOSE WHO SAY THE COMMISSION REPRESSES CERTAIN POINTS OF VIEW. 
INSTEAD, I BELIEVE THE COMMISSION IS THE ONLY STATE AGENCY WHICH 
TRULY SPEAKS FOR ALL WOMEN OF ALASKA.

I AM ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSITION TAKEN BY SOME OF YOUR 
COLLEGUES THAT THE COMMISSION'S PORTION OF THE BUDGET MIGHT 
BETTER BE SPENT ON DIRECT AIDE PROGRAMS. I AM NOT A CONSUMER OF 
DIRECT AIDE - IN FACT MY FAMILY'S ECONOMICS ALLOW ME TO VOLUNTEER 
MORE THAN 20 HOURS PER WEEK - BUT I DO BENEFIT FROM THE WORK OF 
THE COMMISSION.

FOR EXAMPLE. I USE THEIR PROFILE DATA BOOK, ALASKA'S WOMEN, IN MY 
POSITION WITH THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN. AS 
THE ONLY DEFINITIVE DATA BASE AVAILABLE, IT IS INVALUABLE AS A 
RESOURCE FOR PREPARING GRANT APPLICATIONS TO OUR FOUNDATION. IN 
MY ROLE AS A GIRL SCOUT TROOP LEADER, I REFER TO THE SERIES OF 
THIRTY PROFILES OF ALASKAN WOMEN IN HISTORY TO CITE WIDER 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR TODAY'S YOUNG WOMEN. I HAVE RELIED ON THEIR 
WORK ON THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN IN ALASKA TO RAISE THE 
CONSCIOUSNESS OF OLDER WOMEN WHO ARE POTENTIAL DISPLACED 
HOMEMAKERS. I FULLY INTEND TO ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION Ii. THE 
NEXT CONFERENCE ON WOMEN'S LEGAL RIGHTS ON APRIL 25TH.

IN SUMMARY, I FEEL THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
AVAILABLE WITHOUT THE EFFORTS OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS STAFF.
THE PROPOSED *262.6 GF REPRESENTS ONLY 0.027. OF THE ENTIRE 
GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET. IN LIGHT OF THE NUMEROUS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE COMMISSION, WE IN AAUW FEEL THAT IT IS 
APPROPRIATE TO SPEND THIS AMOUNT TO CONTINUE THE COMMISSION AT 
CURRENT STAFF AND FUNDING LEVELS.



American Association o f University Women
Alaska Division

U U J

B o x  33977 
Juneau, A K  99803

April 15, 1987

Th e  Honorable Mitch Abood, Chairman 
Senate Stite Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Chairman Abood:

The Alaska Division of the American Association of University W o m e n  ( A A U W ) ,  
with branches in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kodiak, Juneau, Sitka, and Ketchikan, 
is very supportive of H B  4 to extend the Alaska Women's Commission until 1991.

T h e  mission statement of A A U W  reads in part that a basic goal is "to promote 
positive societal change." While this is a broad statement, it is intended to be 
implemented in specific action. In Alaska, it is the Alaska Women's Commission 
which translates this type of unarguable, h u m a n  goal into specific action plans. 
T h e  Commission serves as a catalyst through its ability to define problems and 
recommend concrete remedies, be it through research and recommendations f'r 
working through the Executive Branch to promote needed changes to Alaska 
statutes.

It is m y  understanding that objections have been raised to the Commission such 
that it "discriminates" against those w o m e n  with a more conservative point of 
view. The concept of conservatism is to conserve, or to preserve the status 
quo. T h e  purpose of the Alaska Women's Commission is, like that of A A U W ,  to 
promote positive changes in our society. B y  definition then, an agency 
advocating change would clash with an agenda which seeks to prevent change or 
reverse those changes in society which have occurred.

A  period of societal change is never easy, and the last ten years have witnessed 
n e w  attitudes which are now widely accepted. As our Alaskan economy 
experiences difficulties, the stress of this situation would allow for patterns of 
discrimination to re-emerge which would be reflected in both economic a n d  n o n­
economic environments. T h e  continued existence of the the Alaska Women's 
Commission is vital to the continued quality of life in Alaska which allows for 
h u m a n  progress, not just women's progress.

W e  urge your support of H B  4.
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,/M  ) Cs 5 8 9 6  L u n d  S t r e e t  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

A p r i l  13, 1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r  M i t c h  A b o o d  

P. 0. B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  A b o o d ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B  4, A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t e r m ­

i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  I a m  s u b s t i t u t e  t e a c h ­

i n g  a n d  w i l l  b e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  h e a r i n g .

A t t a c h e d  i s  a c o p y  o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  I p r e s e n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  

F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  a s t a t e m e n t  I h a v e  

w r i t t e n  a b o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  

c o m m i t t e e .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h e n  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  

g i v e  f a i r  e v a l u a t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y

OUUcJL
A l i c e  B e r g d o l l
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M y  n a m e  i s  A l i c e  B e r g d o l l .  I a m  a 4 3  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a .  

A l t h o u g h  I a m  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l ,  I a m  n o t  t e s t i f y ­

i n g  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  b u t  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .

I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v i s i a b i l i t y  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  g i v e n  t o

w o m e n ' s  i s s u e s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  s t a t e ' s

r o l e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  m o m e n t u m  t h i s  i s s u e  n e e d s  i n  A l a s k a .  I h a v e  a 

l i s t  o f  G v r r  5 0  w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  e x i s t e d  o r  h a v e  b e e n  

c r e a t e d  a d d r e s s i n g  w o m e n ' s  i s s u e s  i n  J u n e a u  f r o m  a l l  p r o s p e c t i v e s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  I h a v e  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

M a y  28, 1 9 8 6  f r o m  K a t h y  M a r s h a l l ,  t h e  f o r m e r  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

WC, I q u o t e ,  " I f  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  f o r  y o u  a n d  a l l  t h a t  y o u  d i d  t o

e d u c a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t o  l e t  l a w  m a k e r s  k n o w  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  a 

v i t a l  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  v o i c e  - i n  f a c t  t h e  o n l y  v o i c e  i n  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  - 

f o r  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n . "  T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  

v o i c e  i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  f a c t ,  y o u  e l e c t e d  

o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h i s  c o m m i t t e  a n d  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  a v o i c e  i n  

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  y o u  r e p r e s e n t  a n d  f o r  a l l  

A l a s k a .  O t h e r  v o i c e s  i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  r e c e i v i n g  f u n d i n g  f r o m  

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  v o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n c l u d e :  A i d  t o  F a m i l i e s  w i t h

d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n ,  A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s ,  C h i l d  S u p p o r t  E n f o r c e m e n t ,  

C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s u a l t ,  D a y  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e ,  

E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  P r o g r a m s ,  E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t y ,  H e a d s t a r t  

P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  I h a v e  

m i s s e d .  O t h e r  v o i c e s  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w h i c h  d o n ' t  u s e  s t a t e  

f u n d i n g  a r e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  - p r i v a t e l y  f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e s e  v o i c e s  m a n y  t i m e s  p r o v i d e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  

w a y  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  w o m e n ' s  i s s u e s  a l l o w i n g  f o r  g r e a t e r  d i v e r s i t y .  W h e n  

t a x  p a y e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a y  m o r e  i n t o  s t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s  b y  

i n c r e a s e d  t a x e s  a s  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i t  

a l l o w s  l e s s  m o n e y  t o  b e  c h a n n e l e d  i n t o  p r i v a t e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  

d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  c h o i c e s  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ' s  n e e d s .

D c  w e  i n d e e d  n e e d  a n o t h e r  l a y e r  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y  f o r  t h i s  c o n c e r n  

t h u s  c r e a t i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  d r a w i n g  

m o n e y  a w a y  f r o m  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  f u r t h e r  

b u r d e n i n g  t h e  t a x  p a y e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n  t a x  p a y e r s ?  W e  n e e d  p l a c e s  t o  

c u t  t h e  b u d g e t  a n d  y e t  k e e p  i n t a c t  t h o s e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  d o  b e n e f i t  n o t

o n l y  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  b u t  A l a s k a n s .

I t h i n k  m u c h  e v i d e n c e  c a n  s h o w  t h e  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  n o t  t h e

o n l y  v o i c e  f o r  v o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  A l a s k a .  I o p p o s e  H B  4.



S t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  T h e  A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N

A l i c e  B e r g d o l l ,  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l  

M a r c h  2 7 , 1 9 8 7

H o u s e  H e a r i n g  o n  H B  4 - 2 / 1 9 / 8 7
A t  t h e  J a n u a r y  2 8  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l  

a m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  a n d  p a s s e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  

C o u n c i l  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  

C o m m i s s i o n .
W e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a d v a n c e  a g e n d a s  s o  I d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  

t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a n  i t e m  u p  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I d i d  n o t  s p e a k  

a g a i n s t  i t  a s  I s h o u l d  h a v e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ;  I j u s t  a b s t a i n e d  

f r o m  v o t i n g .  A n  a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  v o t e  i s  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  C o u n c i l  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  s t r i c t  v o t i n g  

p r o c e d u r e s .  H o w e v e r ,  m y  a b s t a i n i n g  f r o m  v o t i n g  o n  t h i s  

m o t i o n  p r e v e n t e d  i t  f r o m  b e i n g  a u n a n i m o u s  d e c i s i o n .

T h e  d a y  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  I v a s  a s k e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  

t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B  4, E x t e n d i n g  

t h e  T e r m i n a t i o n  D a t e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I 

d i d  s o  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  I p r e f a c e d  m y  c o m m e n t s  b y  

s a y i n g  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  I w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  I w a s  

n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m .
A f t e r  m y  t e s t i m o n y ,  C a r l a  T i m p o n e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l ,  i n t e r j e c t e d  a c o n t r a ­

d i c t o r y  c o m m e n t  t o  t h e  a f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  h a d  v o t e d  

u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  s u p p o r t  H B  4. A s  I s a i d  a b o v e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

t h e  m i n u t e s  t o  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  I w a s  m a d e  t o  

l o o k  l i k e  I w a s  t e s t i f y i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  a p r e v i o u s  p o s i t i o n .  

M y  c r e d i b i l i t y  a s  a w i t n e s s  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  u n f a i r l y  a s  w e l l  

a s  m y  r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .

A f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  s h e  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n f r o n t e d  m e  B t a t i n g  

t h a t  I s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  s a i d  I w a s  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  i f  I w a s  

t e s t i f y i n g  a s  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  I r e m i n d e d  h e r  t h a t  I h a d  

m a d e  t h e  d i s c l a i m e r  t o  c l a r i f y  m y  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  

t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  w o u l d  n o t  o c c u r .
I c a l l e d  K a r e n  R i c h ,  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  

C o u n c i l ,  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  c o n f l i c t .  D u r i n g  o u r  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  s h e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  t h a t  I h a d  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

t o  t h o s e  w o m e n  w h o s e  v i e w p o i n t  I r e p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  

S h e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o u l d  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  

o f  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a n y  r e c o r d s .



“ Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created 
these things. . . — Isaiah '10:26
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ALASKA WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS 

Box 1571 

Anchorage, AK. 99510

April 6, 1987

Senator Mitch Abood, Chair 

State r.ifairs Committee 

Pouch V

Juneau, AK. 99811

Re: HB 4, Extending the Termination Date of the Alaska Women's Commission

Dear Senator Abood:

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska Women's Political Caucus in support of 

HB 4.

I understand this bill was referred to your committee on March 3 and that no 

hearing is scheduled. If there is anything our organization can do to help 

move this bill, please contact me at 337-7450.

The Alaska Women's Political Caucus is composed of 225 politically active 

women and men. Our purpose is to work toward the full equality of women 

through the local, state and federal political processes.

The Alaska Women's Commission is vital to our mission. We rely on the 

Commission for information and education about women's (and men's and 

children's) issues in Alaska. If women are to achieve true political and 

economic equality in this state, we must have an agency in the state 
bureaucracy which advocates on our behalf.

Thank y ou for your help on this important bill.

Chair

cc: Senator Rick Uehling

Senator Jan Faiks 

Senator Willie Hensley 

Senator Joe Josephson 

Representative Davis
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Senator Abood, and members of the Senate State Affairs Committee:

Thank you -for the opportunity to speak in support o-f HB 4 to extend 

the Alaska Women's Commission. My name is Kris Chat-field and I serve 

as Chair o-f the Commission.

Power is an important -factor that determines the shape of our lives.

Many people seek power, some people fear it. You, as Senators have the 

power to make decisions that impact hundreds of lives and change the 

course of history for this state. There are groups of people who will 

go to great lengths to influence the decisions you make.

I understand that there is a group of women known as,'Concerned Women for 

America', who are making a tremendous effort to encourage you to eliminate the 

Alaska Women's Commission. The Commission finds itself fighting labels 

and vague generalities based on misinformation that we cannot respond to. 

Although, the Commission provides for public testimony, this organization and 

its individual members have not availed themse’ves of this opportunity.

They have remained strangely silent to the Commission, other than one instance 

of a copy of concerns being forwarded thru a Commissi oner. Those concerns were 

reviewed and a reply was sent explaining the position of the Commission.

This organization represents one point of view. Looking at the public 

testimony we receive and the data from our research, it >pears that this 

point of view comes from a small but very vocal group. Their beliefs and 

positions are important, but are not necessarily shared by other thousands of 

women, and organizations representing them.

R E C E I V F f  A P R  1 B B 8 7
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The decisions of the Commission are based on input from many different 

sources and reflect the mandate in the statute creating the Commission: 

“...improve the status of women in Alaska by conducting further research 

and by making and implementing additional recommendations on the 

opportunities, needs, problems, and contributions of women in Alaska 

including, but not limited to:

The status of women in Alaska has improved in some areas since the 

Commission was created. However, there is an uncertain future for 

Alaska's women during these times of economic stress. Many of the 

problems experienced by women are magnified by the pressures brought 

about by unemployment and decreased support for vital human services 

as state government looks for ways to reduce its expenses.

The legislative audit of the Commission suggests that the various 

women's organizations around the state would be able to step in and 

fill the gaps if the AWC were allowed ta lapse. These other organizations 

however, are diverse in their activities and many times severely limited 

in their scope by affiliate charters. They cover a broad range of social, 

educational, and service related functions aimed at their particular 

membership.

(1) education

<2) homemaking
<3) civil and legal rights

(4) labor and employment



P % * H ^  ^

Women's organizations have in -fact, increasingly turned to the AWC -for 

in-formation and assistance. The Alaska Women's Commission has earned 

respect -for its work as an advocate -for change to improve the status o-f 

women in Alaska. The commission's research has provided the necessary data 

to show areas o-f weakness in public policy and pointed the way to 

bring about statutory, or policy changes to end d,scriminatory practices 

against 'omen. The Commission is a conduit -for women, and organizations 

representing their needs, and has brought to the fore-front the problems 

■faced by women in employment, education, legal rights, domestic violence, 

and special needs of rural, older, native and other minority women.

The current staffing level reflects a 25% cut of full-time staff since ast 

year, and a 33% cut in professional staff since FY36. It would be impossible 

to produce the quality research, and publications that the Commission is 

currently providing if this minimum level of staff support were not available 

It is .ertainly through the dedication and committment of the current staff 

that quality and effectiveness have been maintained in spite of already 

substantial cutbacks. The Commission has certainly considered ways of 

maintaining effectiveness while limiting its funding resources and would 

be ready to discuss those possibilities.

It has been suggested by some that the Alaska Women's Commission could 

be merged with CEO or the Alaska State Commission for Human Rights.

This action would essentially eliminate the most effective means of 

insuring equality for Alaskan women.

While ASCHR is authorized to “study the problems of discrimination"

<AS 18.80.060) it has had to focus almost entirely on resolution of 

individual legal complaints and to thr protection of the individual's



right to redress. This is the result of eliminating its Systemic Unit 

due to budget reductions.

The conclusions stated in A Preliminary Study: The Status of Nomen in

A1aska , compiled in 1977 for the Alaska State Commission for Human Rights, 

are as crucial today as they were then. "However, because women's problems 

are so numerous and complex, and because they have been disregarded for 

so long, the Human Rights Commission probably cannot be expected to respond 

to them all, even with increased funding."

Functionally the Office of Equal Employment Opportunity and the AWC do not 

share common responsibilities or statutory authority. EEO administers the 

state's EEO program, an effort which affects state employees only. The 

Alaska Women's Commission's directive encompasses the entire female 

population and mandates further research and recommendations to improve 

the status of women in areas of education, homemaking, civil and legal 

rights as well as labor and employment.

The role of the Commission is vital to the economic well being of women 

in Alaska. In turn, their economic viability and therefore decreased 

dependence on State dollars has a significant impact on the state 

budget in the future. Alaska is only slightly behind national statistics 

which indicate that sixteen years from now, if the current trend continues, 

nearly 100% of the poverty population will be women and children.

The goal of improving the status of women is so important that to 

eliminate the AWC or reduce its effectiveness by removing funding, 

jeopardizes the precarious status of women and as a result, the 

overall economy.



U m s U M * ! J t U a ^ ^ cJ  p n  -h  - W - ^

^  U  I'U lJ b '^ ^  â *̂ \ cds^r̂ S

S TATEM EN T PREPARED FOR PRESENTATION A T  TELECONFERENCE ON 
APR IL 23, 1987 -  HB4, EXTENDING A LA S K A  WOMEN'S COMMISSION ON

I am in support of the continuation of the A laska  Women’s Commission.
I know that their past work and a c t iv it ie s  have benefited many vulnerable 
women and children. In our current society, th is  population is 
encountering ever increasing problems in their day to day liv ing  s ituation , 
and their numbers are increasing. Th is  is especia lly  so in A laska  w ith  our 
high divorce rate and harsh, stressful liv ing  conditions. The advocacy role 
of the Com m ission w i l l  conttne to be needed for th is  group.

I bring to your attention  another group whose numbers are increasing day 
by day. The e lderly population of women - many of whom find them selves 
in poverty, w ithout fam ily  or friends and not know ing where to turn for 
any kind of help, it is often when a CRISIS , emergency s itua tion  arises 
that some of these ind iv idua ls  get any attention . It is on behalf of these 
unfortunate, needy ind iv idua ls  that 1 speak at th is time.

We know that the over 65 population is increasing at a growth rate 
greater than any other age group. Indeed, it has been said by w e ll 
recognized gerontologists that "Aging is a womens problem". There are an 
increasing number of elder women caring for elder women - daughters 
caring for mothers, or s ib lings  caring for s ib lings . These liv ing  s ituations 
create many very serious problems.

A  very large percentage of those In nursing homes are fra il women. One 
only needs to v is it  any nursing home in or out of A laska  for a real learning 
experience!! th is  population w i l l  continue to increase through the coming 
years at a rate of 3 women for every man, and l out of 4 w i l l  be in poverty. 
Some o ff ic ia l body needs to be concerned about their needs, in a position 
to research the many facets of their problems and able to advocate on 
their behalf. I be lieve  the A laska  Women's Com m ission could very w e ll be 
th is  o ff ic ia l body. I ask that you seriously consider the continuation of 
th is  needed Commission.

Thank you for your kind consideration

Thelm a P. Langdon 
2363 Captain Cook Drive 
Anchorage, Ak. 9 9 5 17





"Protecting the rights o f  the family through prayer and actron"

O F  A L A S K A
Mrs. B e v e r l y  L a H a y e ,  P r e s i d e n t

Mrs. S h a r o n  Rh o a d e s ,  A r e a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
1 5 4 5  S o u t h  Hoyt, No. 19 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99508 
9 0 7 - 3 3 7 - 7 3 9 7

Apr iI 16, 1987

State Affairs Committee 

Pouch V 

State Capi tol 

Juneau, AK 99911

Dear S ate Affairs Committee,

As an individual and as Area Representative for Concerned Women for America of 

Alaska, I woul d encourage you not to support the funding for the Alaska Women's 

Comni ssion, HB h.

Listed below are a few reasons for my convictions:

1. Financial: it is not practical use of declining tax dollars when there 

are over t̂O privately funded women's organizations who can and do provide 

the same services

2. It is discriminatory against the conservative woman and does not 

represent all women

Please vote against funding for the Alaska Women's Commission.

Si ncerely,

CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA OF ALASKA

/  • r  ~Kj r. - .  ' t 
/  r 

Mrs. Sharon Rhoades 

Area Representative



you are cone smecT about

A strong national defense
/  ;

The preservation of our tree 
enterprise system - v

3;. ;J! %
i 'll be glad to learn about . . . . V • . >
ncewecl Qjh n&i/bz, orfmezi
the national women’s movement that is 
tecting the rights ol the family through 
yer and action.

Goncewed Qdomm/oW.ishington, DC 20035-5453
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was founded in 1979 by Mrs. Beverly LaHaye, well- 
known author and lecturer on child-raising, marriage 
and family life. CWA began with only nine members 
and now numbers more than 500,000.

Concerned Women for America represents 
traditional American values and gives a national voice 
to women who are not in agreement with the liberal 
feminist viewpoint.

CWA members include homemakers, single 
parents, married women, college students, professional 
women, and retired women. "The feminists do not 
represent all the women of America," says Mrs. 
LaHaye. "The women of this country are every bit as 
pluralistic as the men. This fact is obvious in looking 
at how women voted in the 1984 Presidential election. 
Fifty-five percent of the women who voted chose to 
cast their ballot for a conservative president —  and 
clearly rejected liberalism and feminism."

In 1984, CWA held its first annual convention in 
Washington, D.C., where over 2,000 men and women 
were challenged by the theme of "taking a stand for 
righteousness" in America. The second annual 
convention drew over 2.200 who were confronted with 
their responsibility "for such a time as this.” In accord 
with CWA’s “ Basic Concerns for Public Policy," 
information and training were given to deal with such 
issues as abortion, pornography, religious freedom, 
parental rights, national defense, free choice in 
education, and the free enterprise system.

Ongoing educational materials provided by CWA 
include a monthly newsletter, special issues brochures, 
and "Issues At a Glance" —  a monthly review of 
news items of interest to CWA members.

Mrs. LaHaye and her husband, Tim, have 
defended family values for many years. For five 
consecutive years, 1980-1984, Mrs. LaHaye was 
named one of the "Ten Most Admired Conservative 
Women" (not in Congress) in the Conservative 
Digest's annual poll. In 1985 Mrs. LaHaye was 
awarded "Christian Woman of the Year -  I985."



★  ... organize the concerned women of America 
into united, effective prayer chapters to pray foi 
the nation and its leaders.

★  . . . train volunteer lobbyists in our "535” 
Program to make our views known in the 
Senate and House of Representatives as well 
as the 50 state legislatures.

believes, as you do, that God created the family 
as the foundation of national life. . . and 
established definite guidelines for developing it 
and keeping it strong.
CWA was formed to alert concerned women 

like you to thu forces that are trying to weaken 
and destroy this divine order. We are working to 
preserve and strengthen the American family 
and combat the tide of immorality that threatens 
American society'.
You can help protect American family life by 

joining the hundreds of thousands of women 
who are already involved in CWA’s vital work. 
Read this brochure carefully to learn more about 
CWA and its activities Then complete the 
attached membership information form and 
return it with your donation of $15 or more.
With your help we can turn America around!

t y ib r n m / b z

.jw m m 1: ; w  a r

mcerned Women for America 
works to ...

★  . . . Inform American women about the steady 
erosion of our nation’s historic Judeo-Christian 
values and moral standards.

★  . . . expose movements that are attempting to 
weaken the American family.

★  . . . educate women in the principles of living 
according to the Word of God.

★  . . . provide representation in Washington, D.C., 
for the concerned majority of American women.

to preserve our 
moral integrity, and the



CWA at work. . .
Concerned Women lor America is a leader In Iho legal 

battle to delond America's moral traditions.
As Iho lonsion betwoen humanism and Christianity 

becomes greater. CWA will become more and more 
involved in legal defense. Our lawyers are dedicated to 
defending Americans whose religious freedoms have boen 
denied or challenged. Here are several examples of CWA's 
active role in the courts.

Mendez v. Seminole County Public Schools —
An eight-year-old girl, Olivia Myers, was denied the freedom 
to givo stickers to her classmates at Christmas because 
they had Jesus' picture on them. A thirteen-year-old girl. 
Becky Reichert, in the same school system, was required to 
rip down her entry in a PTA-school Christmas art contest 
because it depicted a nativity scene. CWA is representing 
these two girls for the violation ol their religious freedom 
and freedom of speech.

Vicki Frost —  In Church Hill, Tenn., Mrs. Frost was jailed 
on lalse charges after protesting the humanistic, occultic 
textbooks being used by her children in public school. Frost 
and other concerned parents petitioned the school board (or 
alternate reading books, but these requests were rebuffed. 
CWA came to her defense, secured her release, and filed a 
lawsuit against the school district for violating religious 
liberty. CWA won a victory on Vicki's criminal charges 
resulting in Iheir dismissal. The textbook suit was dismissed 
by the federal district judge, but CWA won a stunning 
victory in the federal appeals court sending the matter back 
lor a full trial to investigate these textbooks.

Betty Batey — In San Diego, CWA defended Betty 
Batey, a Christian mother who is fighting to secure custody 
ol her son from her ex-husband, Frank Batey, an avowed 
homosexua' CWA's lawyers succeeded in having custody 
removed from Frank Batey Further proceedings remain 
before custody can be returned to Betty. Our lawyers also 
secured the dismissal of the criminal charges on 
constitutional grounds, but the state is appealing

The Nebraska Seven —  On Thanksgiving Day, 1983, 
seven fathers were sent to jr il in Plattsmou'.h, Nebmskn, 
because they sent their children to an "unaccredited" 
Christian school. For standing for their religious convictions, 
they spent the next 93 days in jail. CWA’s legal defense 
lawyers worked for —  and eventually secured —  their 
release. CWA has recently filed a multi-million dollar suit 
against the judge for his intentional violation of these 
families' constitutional rights.

Witters v. Department o f Services tor the Blind —  In 
CWA's first full hearing before the United States Supreme 
Court, we argued that it was unconstitutional to deny a blind 
man vocational rehabilitation simply because he wanted to 
becoi te a pastor. The ACLU and other liberal groups 
argue 1 that separation ol church and state should be 
carrie I one step further —  separation ol the religious 
indivic ual from the state The case awaits decision by the 
Supren.-> Court.

to a> w■o c  (0 
c

1 Dear Friend:
I trust you will choose to 

> become a member of CWA and
£ help us stand up for what’s right
^  for America. For a gift of $15 or
o more, I will send you our
£ beautiful membership pin and
■§ our monthly newsletter which will
|  keep you up to date with infor-
« mation on issues that concern
2  the family.

Please fill out the member­
ship form on the back of this • 
page and send It in the 

’ detachable envelope. •.'-
•; v;. • • ' • • '



P L E A S E  S U B M I T  T O  T H E  S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E S  OF:

1) H E A L T H  & S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S

2) F I N A N C E

3) J U D I C I A R Y

A p r i l  2 3 ; 1987

RE: T O  S U P P O R T  H B 4 -  T O  C O N T I N U E  T H E  A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N

D e a r  S i r / M a d a m :

In  1978, t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  w o m e n  in n e e d  of  h e a l t h  c a r e , e d u c a t i o n , 
p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  u n f a i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t , 
b e t t e r  p e n s i o n  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  l i s t  is e n d l e s s .

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  a 1 9 8 0  c e n s u s  f o u n a  2 , 6 6 9  f e m a l e - h e a d e d  f a m i l i e s  in 
1 9 8 0  fe l l  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e  i n  A l a s k a .  S o m e t h i n g  is 
t e r r i b l y  w r o n g l  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  s t a r t l i n g  fact, t h e  A l a s k a  
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  n e e d s  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d .  O n e  o f  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  
t h a t  w i l l  b e  r e s e a r c h e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is t h e  " E c o n o m i c  
I m p a c t  o f  D i v o r c e  o n  W o m e n  a n d  C h i l d r e n "  for 1987.

W e  s u p p o r t  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  b e c a u s e  it is a v i t a l  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a n  C o m m u n i t y  i n  a i d i n g  W o m e n  in  n e e d  a n d  
w e  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  also.

S i n c e r e l y ,

1
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Soroptimist International
OF COOK INLET

iu
ftPR Z1 1987

u

Whereas the Alaska Women's Commission promotes the status of 
women statewide; and

Whereas the Alaska Women's Commission promotes economic equity, 
advocacy and education; and

Whereas the Alaska Women's Commission develops research and 
provides information in the areas of homemaking, education, civil and legal 
rights, labor and employment; and

Whereas the Alaska Women's Commission supports legislation 
protecting women and children from domestic violence and child sexual 
assault; and

Whereas the Alaska Women's Commission supports legislation that 
fosters protection of children, child support enforcement and parental leave;

Be it resolved that Soroptimist of Cook Inlet promotes the economic 
equity of women and urges the 15th Alaska State Legislature to support HB 4; 
and

Further be it resolved the Alaska State Legislature approve the operating 
budget for the Alaska Women’s Commission at the level requested by the 
Governor.

P.O. Box 4-2764 • A nchorage, A laska 99509



A N D R E W S ,  E L A I N E D A V I D S O N ,  C O L L E E N  G.

2 1 3 1  B alair 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 7  
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 2 - 7 7 0 9  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 6 4 - 0 6 4 7

4 1 3 0  T a z l i n a  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 7  
H o m e  Ph o n e :  2 4 3 - 2 8 0 3
W o r k  Phone:

A N G V I K ,  J A N E D E M P S T E R ,  K A R E N

600 B a r r o w  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  603 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 501 
H o m e  Pho n e :  2 7 7 - 6 9 0 3
W o r k  Ph o n e :

8 2 4 0  S u m m e r s e t  D r i ^ e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 8  
H o m e  Ph o n e :  3 4 4 - 5 4 6 8  
W o r k  Ph o n e :  6 8 8 - 2 1 4 1

B E A U G A R D ,  P A T R I C I A  D. D E R F N E R ,  C A R O L

7 3 2 0  A u g u s t i n e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Phone: 3 3 3 - 8 8 6 5  
W o r k  Phone: 2 4 8 - 6 4 4 0

1300 W e s t  7 t h  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  
H o m e  Pho n e :  2 7 6 - 2 1 6 3  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 2 1 6 3

B R A D L E Y ,  J A N E T  D O W L I N G ,  C A R O L I N E

1200 I S t r eet, # 6 0 8  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 501 
H o m e  Ph o n e :  2 5 8 - 7 1 1 7  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 6 - 7 4 7 4

9 3 3 6  B l a c k b e r r y ,  U n i t  II 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 5  
H o m e  Phone: 2 4 3 - 4 3 1 8  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 4 - 5 4 5 5

BROCK, P E N N Y  D U N C A N ,  S T E P H A N I E

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  3733 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 510 
H o m e  Phone: 3 4 5 - 2 6 7 5  
W o r k  Phone: 2 6 6 - 5 6 3 6

2 5 2 5  C h u r c h i l l  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 7  
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 7 - 6 3 6 6  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 2 - 1 8 2 5

C A S S E L L ,  M A R Y

4 2 3 8  C h a r i n g  C r o s s  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Phone: 3 3 3 - 6 7 3 6  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 2 - 2 8 9 4

E A S L E Y ,  J O A N

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 0 0 6 8 5  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0  
H o m e  Phone: 3 3 8 - 4 8 6 9  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 6 - 8 0 8 0

C O L L I N S ,  V I R G I N I A  E D W A R D S ,  J E A N N E  B.

1602 C r e s c e n t  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 6 - 7 3 8 8  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 6 - 7 9 4 3

3 3 1 8  I l i a m n a  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 7  
H o m e  Phone: 2 4 8 - 1 4 5 0  
W o r k  Phone: 2 6 4 - 2 2 4 2



T I N D A L L ,  D A N A

C/ 0  G C I
2 5 5 0  D e n a l i ,  S u i t e  1000 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99503 
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 4 - 5 8 7 6  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 6 5 - 5 6 0 0

W H I T E A K E R ,  K A T H L E E N  L.

4 3 2 1  E d i n b u r g h  C o u r t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99515 
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 4 3 - 8 6 6 9
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 6 2 2 2

W I E L A N D ,  M A R I A N N E

39 2 6  C a r a v e l l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99502 
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 4 3 - 7 6 9 2  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 4 3 - 7 6 9 2

W O O D S ,  M E L A N I E

133 W e s t  2 2 n d  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99503 
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 7 - 7 9 4 6  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 6 3 - 2 8 0 0

V O N  G E M M I N G E N ,  F A Y  I.

240 E a s t  T u d o r  Road, S u i t e  200 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99503 
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 4 8 - 1 3 8 9  
W o r k  P h o n e :  5 6 2 - 1 6 1 5



0 * RE G A N ,  D E B O R A H

4 3 7 1  R e n d e z v o u s  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 504 
H o m e  P h o n e :
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 7 2 - 7 4 6 9

V
S A C K E T T ,  I L E N E

6604 C i m a r r o n  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  P h o n e :  3 3 3 - 7 2 9 6
W o r k  P h o n e :  7 8 6 - 1 0 6 0

O R R E N ,  D E E

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  110433 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 1 - 0 4 3 3  
H o m e  P h o n e :  3 4 5 - 3 8 2 6  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 7 9 - 2 5 5 7

S COTT, D O N N A  L.

2 7 0 8  F o r e s t  P a r k  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9517  
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 7 - 4 2 8 7  
W o r k  P h o n e :  5 6 3 - 7 0 7 0

P I E R C E ,  M A R Y  A.

900 B r o w n  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 5 4 7 5  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 0 1 4 7

PR I C E ,  J U N E

1141 M  C o u r t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  
H o m e  E h o n e :  2 7 7 - 5 1 9 1  
W o r k  P i o n e :  7 5 3 - 2 7 4 8

REED, A ' W E

12900 A t h e r t o n  R o a d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A /  9 9 5 1 6  
H o m e  P h o n e :  3 4 5 - 5 5 2 1  
W o r k  P h o n e :  3 4 5 - 5 5 2 1

R I E H L E ,  K A A R E N

2618 G l e n w o o d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 4 - 8 5 7 3  
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 6 1 - 3 1 0 1

R O G N E S ,  K R I S T I N  A.

11721 S h e t l a n d  H e i g h t s  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 6  
H o m e  P h o n e :  3 4 5 - 0 6 9 9
W o r k  Ph o n e :

S E G E L H O R S T ,  M A R Y  E L L E N

3 1 1 5  P r i n c e t o n  W a y  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99508 
H o m e  Ph o n e :  2 7 7 - 6 8 3 5
W o r k  P h o n e :  2 7 9 - 9 6 4 1  or
( d i r e c t  line): 2 6 5 - 7 5 7 1

S E L K R E G G ,  L I D I A  L.

5 8 1 1  R a d c l i f f  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Ph o n e :  3 3 3 - 8 2 6 0  
W o r k  P h o n e :  7 8 6 - 1 8 0 0

SMITH, D O N N A  G.

21 0 0  L o u s s a c  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9517 
H o m e  Pho n e :  2 4 8 - 0 2 4 7
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 2 - 5 4 7 5

S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  A R L I S S

2 9 5 7  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99508 
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 9 - 4 9 3 9
W o r k  Phone:

T A Y L O R ,  E L A I N E  

20 2 8  O t t e r
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Phone: 33 3 - 9 0 3 9  
W o r k  Phone: 34 9 - 7 5 6 4



L a M A R R ,  S O N Y A MOE, J U D I T H

1524 H i d d e n  L a n e  1518 A i r p o r t  H e i g h t s
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8
H o m e  P h o n e :  2 7 7 - 1 9 3 0  H o m e  Phone: 2 7 2 - 7 8 4 6
W o r k  Pho n e :  2 4 3 - 1 1 4 1  ext. 330 W o r k  Phone: 2 6 1 - 3 1 1 2

MAY, P E N N Y  W.

1L69 S. B r a g a w  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8 
H o m e  Ph o n e :  3 4 5 - 4 7 0 3  
W o r k  Ph o n e :  3 3 8 - 2 6 6 6

M O R G H E I M ,  G I N N Y

8700 S o l a r  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 7  
H o m e  Phone: 3 4 6 - 3 7 0 4  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 1 - 4 5 5 4

M c G U I R E ,  C H E R I  L. M U R P H Y ,  M A R I L Y N  J.

3 4 1 8  L a k e s i d e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9502 
H o m e  Ph o n e :  3 4 9 - 1 7 5 2
W o r k  Phone:

3515 V a s s a r  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 4 - 2 8 8 0  
W o r k  Phone: 2 4 8 - 2 6 4 2

M c K E E ,  S U S A N  D.

c / o  T h e  A l a s k a  C l u b  
5201 E a s t  T u d o r  R o a d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 7  
H o m e  Phone:
W o r k  Phone: 3 3 7 - 9 5 5 0

M E H N E R ,  B O N N I E

c / o  J a c k  W h i t e  Co. 
3 2 0 1  C S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 503  
H o m e  Phone: 3 4 6 - 3 7 8 2  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 3 - 5 5 0 0

M I C H A E L S - D U B I E ,  B E V E R L Y

1 7 305 B e t t y j e a n  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 6  
H o m e  Phone: 3 4 5 - 2 1 8 4  
W o r k  Phone: 3 4 5 - 3 5 3 5

M I L L I M A N ,  K A R E N

c / o  N o r t h e r n  P r i n t i n g  
655 W a r e h o u s e  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99501 
H o m e  Phone: 2 4 3 - 0 4 2 0
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 6 - 6 5 5 4

M U R R A Y ,  R E N E E

605 W e s t  4 2 n d  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99503 
H o m e  Phone: 5 6 1 - 8 7 9 6  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 1 - 1 7 2 5

N A D EAU, R O S A L I E

13220 M o u n t a i n  P l a c e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 516 
H o m e  Phone: 3 4 5 - 5 5 6 9  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 2 - 2 4 9 6

NELSON, T E R E S A

220 P e t t i s  R o a d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 515 
H o m e  Phone: 3 4 4 - 4 3 7 9  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 4 - 0 4 4 5

N O R D S T R A N D ,  L I N D A

7331 C l a i r b o r n e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9502  
H o m e  Phone: 2 4 3 - 2 8 6 1  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 2 - 7 4 6 9
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E K V A L L ,  M A R G R I E T  M.

3 3 0 0  P r o v i d e n c e  Dr., S u i t e  104 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  
H o m e  P h o n e :  3 4 6 - 2 6 6 5  ( u n l i s t e d )  
W o r k  P h o n e :  5 6 2 - 2 2 8 8  or 

5 6 2 - 2 4 7 7

E N L O E ,  B O B B I

2 9 0 1  I l i a m n a  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 7  
H o m e  Ph o n e :  2 4 8 - 2 6 3 1  
W o r k  Ph o n e :  2 7 7 - 2 5 1 1

E V A N S O N ,  J A N E

A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  
4 1 0 1  U n i v e r s i t y  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  
H o m e  Phone:
W o r k  P h o n e :  5 6 1 - 1 2 6 6

F L Y N N ,  H E A T H E R

9 1 8  R S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 501 
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 2 - 5 3 9 2  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 6 - 0 5 2 8

G A L L A G H E R ,  S H E I L A

20 0  W e s t  3 4 t h  A v e n u e ,  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 503  
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 9 - 8 2 6 2  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 1 - 3 2 3 1

#774

(priv

G O O D F E L L O W ,  G O L D E E N

2 0 6  B u n n e l l  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  
H o m e  Phone: 3 3 3 - 5 8 1 6  
W o r k  Phone: 2 6 4 - 0 4 4 0

H A R R I N G T O N ,  K A T H L E E N

P r o b a t e  M a s t e r  
P r o b a t e  C o u r t  
941 W e s t  F o u r t h  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99501 
H o m e  Phone: 5 6 2 - 5 8 9 3  
W o r k  Phone: 2 6 4 - 0 4 3 4

HU G HES, M A R Y  K.

2240 K i s s e e  C o u r t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 7  
H o m e  Phone: 2 4 8 - 6 9 2 7  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 4 - 7 5 2 2

I B B O T S O N , M A R G A R E T

2215 S o r b u s  W a y  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 7 - 0 8 5 2  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 7 - 0 8 5 2

INGRAM, J A N

1242 Wes*- 10 t h  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 4 - 5 1 6 5  
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 2 - 6 1 2 2

J A C K S O N ,  E. M A R Y

4937 T i f f i e  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  
H o m e  Phone: 3 3 3 - 1 3 0 3
W o r k  Phone: 5 6 1 - 1 8 2 3  ext. 23

J A C K S O N ,  K A R R O L D

2511 H a s t i n g s  L a n e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  99504 
H o m e  Phone: 3 3 3 - 9 2 7 3  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 4 - 8 6 1 1

J O H N S O N ,  J A N E

1325 V i r g i n i a  C o u r t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 501 
H o m e  Phone: 2 7 7 - 4 6 9 2  
W o r k  Phone: 2 7 2 - 5 3 4 2

J O H N S O N ,  K A T H Y

2931 L e e w a r d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 8  
H o m e  Phone:
W o r k  Phone:
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I am the Associate Dean of Co mm un it y D e v e l o p m e n t  and C o nt in ui ng 

Educ at ion at A n c hor ag e Co mmunity College and directly re sp on si bl e 

for the activities In the Center for Women & Men.

The Alaska Women's C o mm is si on  has achieved a list of 

a c c o m p l i s h m en ts by developi ng and promoting research, 

education, and advo cacy for women In this state. I have used the 

resources of the Alaska Women's Comm is si on In several ways:

1. I served on the Advisory Task Force for past St atewide 

C o n f er en ce s like "Alaska Women De te rm in in g Our Future," 

held In 1982, where 300 women st at ew ide attended.

2. Co-s p o n s o r for the p resen t c o n f e r e n c e  being held this 

Saturd ay on "Legal Rights for Women" - free to women. I see many 

women In my office, usually In crisis, who need this kind of

In format I o n .

3. I distributed the "Legal Rights Handbook," developed by the 

Commission, to many women on campus and I am c u r r ently getting 

reques ts for this publication.

4. I use the Information In the resources book - "Profiles In 

Change: Names, Notes and Quotes for Alaska Women" In 

p r es en ta ti o ns for Alaska Women's History In the classroom, 

with Federal Women's programs and with women's church groups to 

name a few.



5. I access the of fi ce c o n t in ua ll y for statistics, research and 

Information on Alaskan women by age, race, work categories, 

legislation, young women's co nc er ns etc.

6. I served on the Sex Equity Task Force, as a re p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 

the G o ve rn or 's Council on Vocational and Career Education. The

report released June 1986, called " C o m mi tm en t or Complacency: As se ss me nt

of Sex Equity In Alaska's Educational Institutions.

Much more work needs to be acco mp li sh ed in many areas, but one In 

p a r t lc uc la r Is en couraging young women into trades and technical 

p r o f es si on s where better paying jobs are available.

A n ch or ag e Comm un ity Co llege's Educational Equity C o m m i t t e e  and 

C u r r i c u l u m  Integration Project was used as an example to other 

univ er sity units as a way of addressing equity Issues on their 

camp us es and coming Into compliance. Recentiv I talked with 

Un i versi ty of Alaska, Fa irbanks and they have es ta bl is he d an 

Educational Equity Co mm it te e because they hadn't faired too well 

In the Women's Commissi on report and plan to set up a c o mm it te e 

like our^on their ca mpus pertinent to their needs.

I feel very strongly that our state needs the resources of 

the Alaska Women's Co mmission. This of fi ce has provided realms 

of Information with a very small staff and budget. I urge you to 

support HB4 and move It to the Senate floor for full discussion



on the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  merits. I further urge the 15th Alaska State 

L e g i s l a t u r e  to support the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the Alaska Women's 

Co mm is si on and support the funding at the level requested by the 

G o v e r n o r .



S e n a t o r  M i t c h  A b o o d  
A l a s k a  St ate  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. Box W  (MS 3100) 
J u ne au . A K  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  Ab ood ,

T h i s  letter is to uroe you to keep the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  al ive and well . Halt o-f the p o p u l a t i o n  o-f this 
state are wo m en . We ne ed  the C o m m i s s i o n  to keep us on track 
in our e f f o r t s  to a ch ie ve  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  the other halt of 
the popuI a t io n .

I am w r i t i n g  to ask you to s u p p o r t  -full f u n d i n g  as p r o p o s e d  
by G o v e r n o r  Cowper. and to ke ep  the A W C  in de pen de nt.  It 
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  the Hu man R i a n t s  C o m m i s s i o n  or EEO office, it 
will not be able to f u l l y  f o c u s  on the tasks at hand.

T ha nk you for your s u p p o r t  in the past. We (myself, my  two 
year  old  d a u g h t e r ,  and the other w o m e n  of our fair state; 
are c o u n t i n o  on your c o n t i n u e d  help.

C h e r y l ' K e e p e r s  '

PU Box 7 4 898
F a i r b a n k s , A K 9 9 7 0 7

APR 2 8 1987



Senate State Affairs Committee,

I am a twenty year Alaska resident and registered voter, and appreciated 

the opportunity to attend the teleconference yesterday concerning the extension 

and funding of the Alaska Women's Commission. Due to time constraints I was. 

unable to give verbal testimony on this issue, so I am offering my views in this 

letter.

After speaking to a friend who was referred to the Alaska Women's Commission 

for child care assistance following a divorce, and seeing some short advertisements 

sponsered by the AWC, I decided to look into this group to know what they are about, 

and what they stand for. After reading several of the reports published by the 

AWC I find they openly endorse activities that I do not want our state money funding, 

specifically abortion and homosexuality. I believe these practices can be very 

detrimental to women and to families. As a homemaker and mother, I cannot support 

a group whose activities include those I feel are negatively impacting the 

traditional nuclear family and right to life of unborn Alaskans.

These people have every right to meet and present their views, however I 

think it should not be funded by state dollars, or should be the source of input 

when decisions are being made that affect Alaskan women,as they don't represent the 

values of the more conservative female population.

I know that you have a very difficult task at hand as you carefully consider 

each item to budget this year. Please give a higher priority to funding schools, 

health care, and capitol improvements rather extending funds to a political, 

lobbying commission. Please do not extend the Alaska Women's Commission.

Mary G. Leonard 

P.O. Box 676

Petersburg, Alaska 99833

Thank you,



April 24, 1987

M i t c h  A b o o d ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  (MS 3100) 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Sen a t o r :

T h a n k  y o u  for e n c o u r a g i n g  t e s t i m o n y  o n  SB 89. I 
f o u n d  the m a j o r i t y  o f  the t e s t i m o n y  to be e x t r e m e l y  
p o s i t i v e  a n d  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to p a s s  th i s  b i l l  
o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e .  I w o u l d  a l s o  u r g e  y o u  to v o t e  fcr 
p a s s a g e  w h e n  the b i l l  r e a c h e s  t h e  f l o o r  o f  the S e n ate.

T h e  g o a l  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  is e x t r e m e l y  
i m p o r t a n t !  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  a l l o w  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  to sunset.

rvuuu
B o x  1922
Sitka, A l a s k a  99835

\



T E S T I M O N YHB4S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  A P R I L  £ 3 ,  1 9 8 7
M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  My n a m e  i s  C h r i s t i n e  C a l l a h a n  a n d  I am t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W om en ’ s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s i n c e  1 9 8 0  a n d  h a v e  s e r v e d  w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e  wo me n a n d  men who h a v e  b e e n  a p p o i  e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s i n c e  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 7 8 .I b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  C o m m i s s i o n  n e w s l e t t e r  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n s a c t i v i t i e s ,  p r o j e c t s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ^ o v e ^ r  t h e  p a s t  9  y e a r s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  b r i e f  a n d  s i n c e  y o u  h a v e  t h a t  w r i t t e n * a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u  I w i l l  n o t  r e p e a t  m o s t  o f  i t .  I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  f r u i t f u l  f o r  me t o  s u m m a r i z e  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  r e l e v a n t  p o i n t s .F i r s t ,  I  t h i n k  i t  m i g h t  b e  h e l p f u l  f o r  y o u  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  who a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  t o  k n o w  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e r e  a r e  10  o f  t h e m ,  9  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  o n e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  T h e y  s e r v e  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  w i t h o u t  p a y ,  f o r  t e r m s  o f  f i v e  y e a r s .  B y  s t a t u t e ,  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m u s t  b e  a  f u l l  t i m e  h o m e m a k e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  s h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  i n  1 9 8 3  o u r  c u r r e n t  c h a i r p e r s o n ,  K r i s  C h a t  f i e l d ,  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  w a s  a  f u l l  t i m e  h o m e m a k e r  a n d  h a d  b e e n  s o  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  17 y e a r s .  O f  c o u r s e  t i m e  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e  a n d  K r i s ,  h a v i n g  s e n t  t h e i r  o l d e s t  o f f  t o  c o l l e g e ,  i s  now w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e  o n  a  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  f u l l t i m e  h o m e m a k e r .  T h e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  e n a b l e s  t h e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d i v e r s e  a n d  v a r i e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  women t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  f a c e .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  1 9 7 8  t h e  wo m e n a n d  men who h a v e  s e r v e d  a s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  D e m o c r a t s  a n d  L i b e r t a r i a n s ;  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s i n g l e  p a r e n t s , f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ,  f u l l - t i m e  h o m e m a k e r s ,  moms wh o w o r k  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  i t ;  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d e n t s ,  o r  p e o p l e  who d e c i d e  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  p u r s u e  ne w  c a r e e r s  a n d  d i r e c t i o n s .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  l a w y e r s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s , b u s i n e s s  w o m e n ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  a n d  h e a l t h  p l a n n e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  wo me n w h o s e  p r i m a r y  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y ,  c i v i c  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  n a t u r e .  U r b a n  a n d  r u r a l ,  N a t i v e  a n d  B l a c k  w o m e n ,  s e n i o r s  a n d  d i s a b l e d  w o m e n ,  a n d  p e o p l e  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  v o c a t i o n s  h a v e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  t a k e  a  b r o a d  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  t o  w o r k  t o  a c h i e v e  f a i r  l a w s ,  j u s t  p o l i c i e s  a n d  f u l l  e q u i t y  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  women o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  n o t  a g r e e d  a t  a l l  t i m e s  o n  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  i t e m  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  h a v e  d e b a t e d  a n d  d i f f e r e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r  s u c h  d e b a t e  t o  b e  h e a l t h y  a n d  v i t a l .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a r e  w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d ,  a l w a y s  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  i n c l u d e  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  a s  w e l l  a s  p a n e l s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  a t t e n d  s o  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d .  F o r  p e o p l e  w ho  m ay  h a v e  t h e  m i s t a k e n  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s i n g l e  s t e r e o t y p e  p e r s o n  w h o  s e r v e s  o n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e s  t h e m  s o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  h e a l t h y  d i v e r s i t y  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  e m b o d y .



My s e c o n d  p o i n t  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  s o m e  o f  l a s t  w e e k ’ s  t e s t i m o n y .  Y o u  k n o w  f r o m  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t h r e e  m a i n  f u n c t i o n s :  r e s e a r c h ,  a d v o c a c y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  c l o s e l y  i n t e r t w i n e d  a n d  I t h i n k  j u s t  o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  t h e y  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i l l  h e l p  c l a r i f y  t h i n g s .  O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n d u c t e d  i n  1 9 7 9  w a s  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  h o m e m a k e r s .  I n  f u t u r e  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c o n s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  h o m e m a k e r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e  e a c h  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  s t a t e w i d e  c o n f e r e n c e s  o f f e r e d  w o r k s h o p s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  w h e r e v e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  m e d i a  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  p r o f i l e s  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  t h a t  h o m e m a k e r s  f u l f i l l  n o t  o n l y  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s  b u t  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t  l a r g e .  C o m m i s s i o n  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p a s s a g e  o f  p e n s i o n  r e f o r m  a n d  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e . . .  b o t h  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  a  p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  o f  h o m e m a k e r s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  S y s t e m ,  a n  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o m e m a k e r s  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  b l a t a n t l y  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  a n d  l e f t  i n  e c o n o m i c  j e o p a r d y .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  e f f o r t s  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t a x  p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  I R A ’ s  ( I n d i v i d u a l  R e t i r e m e n t  A c c o u n t s )  s o  t h a t  h o m e m a k e r s  c a n  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h i s  p e n s i o n  p l a n  t o  t h e  s a m e  e x t e n t  t h a t  p e o p l e  who w o r k  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e  c a n .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i f  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  r e v e r s e  t h e  t r e n d  o f  p o v e r t y  a m o n g  e l d e r l y  w o m e n .My t h i r d  p o i n t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  a n d  c o m p l e x  i s s u e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  wo me n o n  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  N a t i v e  o r  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  m e n .  F i r s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  m a n d a t e  r e l a t e s  t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  wom en  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  o u r  p u r v i e w  t o  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s p e c t r u m  o f  g r o u p s  wh o a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  e q u a l i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  h a v i n g  s t a t e d  t h a t  I  c a n  a s s u r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  Women’ s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  m a d e  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  t o  s t r e n g h t h e n  E E O  a n d  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  p o l i c i e s .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  A L L  m i n o r i t i e s ,  n o t  o n l y  m i n o r i t y  w o m e n .  I n  o u r  s t u d y  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Women,  we f o u n d  t h a t  N a t i v e  women w e r e  o b t a i n i n g  e d u c a t i o n  aijT a  r a p i d  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  r a t e ,  o n e  t h a t  o u t s t r i p s  t h e  s a m e  r a t e  f o r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o u p  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h a t  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  N a t i v e  wo me n w h o w a n t e d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  a n d  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e r e  f r u s t r a t e d  a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  o f t e n  h a d  t o  l e a v e  h o m e  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  a d e q u a t e  a n d  s u i t a b l e  w o r k .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  s h a r e  N a t i v e  m e n ’ s  f r u s t r a t i o n  b u t  a r e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  t h e  s a m e  j o b s .  A s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e s e a r c h e r  o n  t h a t  p r o j e c t ,  R o s i t a  W o n I ,  s a i d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  " N a t i v e  wo me n d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  b e  w h a l i n g  c a p t a i n s . "  T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  Y ' e p o r t  i n c l u d e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  b o t h  m e n  a n d  women t o  p u r s u e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c r a f t s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  v i l l a g e s  b u t  w i t h  e n o u g h  s t a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  e n s u r e  e c o n o m i c  v i a b i l i t y .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  m i g h t  b e  d i s c u s s e d  p r o d u c t i v e l y  a r o u n d  t h e  b r o a d e r  i s s u e  o f  l o c a l  h i r e  a n d  l o c a l  p r e f e r e n c e  a n d  I k n o w  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  i f  p o s s i b l e .F i n a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  o n e  b r i e f  w o r d  a b o u t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b u d g e t .I t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  t h a t  i t  w a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  j u m p  i n  o i lr e v e n u e s .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  a n dp r o g r a m s  w e r e  b a l l o o n i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d i d  n o t ,  a n d  n e v e r  a s k e d  t o .  T h eC o m m i s s i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  s o r g h t  a n d  s e c u r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  o f  f u n d i n g  f r o m  p r i v a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  g r o u p v .  I t  h a s  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a t  l e a s t  $ £ 0 - 3 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  i n - k i n d  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e  > e a c h  y e a r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n s  w h y  i t  h i s  b e e n  s o  u n u s u a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e .  T h e  c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  i s  $ £ 5 1 . 5  S G F  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a b o u t  $ 1 . 0 0  f o r  e v e r y  f e m a l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  i n  i n c r e a s e d  e q u i t y ,  f a i r n e s s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h a l f  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  m a k e s  i t  a  s o u n d  i n v e s t m e n t .
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
ANCHORAQE, ALASKA 99501-6808

May l r 1987

Tha Honorable Mitch Abood, Chairman
state Affairs committee
Alaska state Senate
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Abood:

Your office called to let me know that your committee will consider SB 276 
concerning brewery licenses on Monday, May 4.

Members of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board have informally discussed
micro breweries and their increasing popularity. The board believes the 
innovation would contribute to a new dimension of operation for licensees and, 
therefore, has no objection to the proposed amendments.

Thank you for notifying the board, if I can provide any additional
information, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Patrick L. Sharrock
Director
(907) 277-8638

PLS:cr

cc: Senator Bettye Fahrenkarap

87-91
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Sen. Hensley

FROM: Terry Berman

DATE: April 15, 1987

SUBJECT: Alaska Women's Commission

Impacts of Women's Commission on Rural Areas and Alaska Natives:

1. Female Minority Leadership Conference

2. Commissioners from Nome and Barrow

3. Educational projects on Alaska women's history

4. Regional conferences in Barrow, Kotzebue, and Bethel

5. Work with Dept, of Administration to increase hiring of Native 

women

6. Provide travel stipends to bring rural women to state 

conferences

7. Working on women's health issues, including rural issues

8. Has given support to Alaska Native Women's Organization

9. Task force on violence to Alaska Native women

10. Produced Women's Legal Rights Handbook which is used largely 

by rural organizations

/

/
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THE F O L L O W I N G  P E O P L E  ARE  S T A N D I N G  B Y TO P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T O D A Y S  WOMENS C O M M I S S I O N ___________________________ ___________T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  :I Q  T E S T I F Y :1 . )  S O N Y A  LAMARR2 . )  J A N  MCCRIMMQN , 3 . )  FREI) J E N K I N S  4 , )  I L E N E  S A C K E T T

1 .) 

2.)

3„ )

EOM

TO O B S E R V E :



*  O R I G I N A L
*  SENT:*  FR OM :*  S U B J E C T :X P R I N T  D A T E :
)(• «■ X- X X- X- X X  X X X- X X X « X  X

0 4 / 1 5 / 0 7  T I M E : " . 7 : 5 2  L I O C A N CP A R T I C I P A N T  L I S T  T / C  4 - 1 5 - 8 7  0 4 / 1 5 / 3 7  T I M E :  1 7 : 5 3
7.

XXXX
X

*X X X K-SJf^XXXXXXX XXXXX X X X X X X X X «• V;• X XXX* ( * *  AN C HO R A GE  P A R T I C I P A N T  L I S T  *>:#*
T HE  F O L L O W I N G  P E O P L E  AR E  S T A N D I N G  BY TO P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  TODAY WOMENS C O M M I S S I O N ______________________________________  T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  •'

C x o  r5J < R I S  - C H A T F I E L D  C H R I S T I N E  C A L L A H A N  C A R O L E  WATERS G L E N  R A Y  J A N  E R I C K S O N  C H R I S T I N A  L O R I S  V I C K Y  B E E N A N  J E A N N E  P E R R I N E  l< A Y L A H I) E N P E i\ A 
) H E A T H E R  F L Y N N

TO O B S E R V E1 . ) K A T I E  H U R L E Y  2 * ) PAM I E S C H E  
3. )

E3M



  " "‘•‘ “"riiiw

* S U B J E C T : FINA L STATS T/C 4- 15 -8 7 *

* PR I N T  DATE: 0 4 / 1 5 / 8 7  TIME: 19:22 *

* . x

X X X K X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X t f X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X K X X X # *

xxx FINAL T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  S T A T I S T I C S  xxx

DATE: _____________4 - 1 5 - 8 7 _______________________________________________

SITE: _____________ANCHORAGE, A K _______________________________ ,______

SPONSOR:________________SENATE STATE A F F A I R S _____________________________

SUBJECT: _____________I-IB4-WOMENS C O M M I S S I O N  ________

LO CA L MODERATOR:  B R E N D A ________________________________________________

X X X X  X  X X X X X X X  X X  X X X X X  X X X X X X X X X X  X X  X X X X  X X X X X X X X X X X K X X X X X- X X X X X X X X X X
TESTIFIED:

N A M E \ R E P R E S E N TIN G AD DR ES S PHONE £
1 * KRIS C H A T F I E L D - A W C 13045 HI L L S I D E 3 4 5 - 6 7 7 2

2. C H R I S T I N E  C A L L A H A N - A W C  1421 N. ST. 561- 42 27
3. CARO L W A T E R S - A N C - W C 10300 H I LL SI DE 3 4 6 - 3 1 4 8

4. G L EN R A Y - F A M I L Y  COM 2221 E.N.LGTS. 2 7 9- 65 75
5. JAN ER I C K S O N 200 W. 3 4 TH £344 2 7 9- 50 97
6. C H R I S T I N A  LORI S 2412 HA LE AK DR 27 7 - 9 7 5 2
7. VICKY BEEMAN 6861 VI B U R N U M 3 4 4- 71 00

8. J E AN NE PERRINE 6961 VIBU RN UM 3 4 9- 26 50

X X X X X X X X X X' X X- X XX- X X X X X X X X- X X X X X X X X X X X- X X- X X- X X X X X X 1\ X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X- X X

O B S E R V E D :

N A M E N R E P R E S E N T I N G ADDRESS PHON E £
1 .KAY LA HD E N P E R A 10028 M A R N A T  CT 3 4 3 - 4 6 2 3
2 . HE AT HE R FL.YN 111 W 9 T11 AVE 276-0528
3 . KATIE HURLEY BOX 87 0157 37 6 - 5 7 3 6
4 . PAM TESCHE .
5 . SO NY A LA MARR 1524 H I DD EN 277- 19 30
6 . JAN M C C R IM MO N 7241 M O N T A G U E 694-3831

7 - FRED JENKINS 518 W 8TI-I 278-2621
8 . IL EN E SACKETT 6604 CI M A R R O N  CIR. 333- 72 46

9 . V I CT OR IA EUBANK 3150 E 84TII 349- 89 78
10 .M AR YJ AN E LA ND ST RO M . 813 W 3RD. 2 7 7- 27 73

11.SH AR ON RHOADES 1545 S HAYT £19 3 3 7- 27 73

1 2.THELMA L.ANGDON 2363 CAPT COOK DR 248- 08 34

X  X  X  X  X X  X  X X  X  X X X X  X  X  X X  X X X  X  X  X  X  X X X  X  X X  X  X  X X X X X  X  X  X  X X  X  X X X X X  X X  X X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X

TESTIFIED: ______ 8 ______ ST A R T  TIME: _ _ _ 1 :4 0 _ „

OBSERVED: _____ 12______ END TIME: ____2:35

TOTAL: _ _ _ 2 0 ______



■a D E L I V E R  T O ; .  L I O C L . C M
x' ■ -I v •• ■ ' 'v

x ■ vi-’ / T ' /TV;

x ORIGINAL, 

x S E N T :

* FROM:

X SUBJECT: 

x P R I N T  D A T E : 
x

*  »  H  X ¥  *  X X  XX  X  X X •¥

0 4 .  ' 2 3 / 3 7  T I M E  : 1 7 : 2 2 '  
LIOCBET
A K .  W O M E N S  C O M M .  T / C ,  4 -  
0 4 / 2 3 / 3 7  T I M E  1 7 : 2 2

XX X  X X X X XX  X X X  X X X

K A R E N  K I R B Y ,  A T T O R N E Y  Y N  P e . T H E L -

W O M E N S  C O M M I S S I O N E R  v
■ ■ . X X X  X X X X  X X  X -X X X X X  X X X  X  X  3

X X X X X X X X X  X X XX



*  ..   r t M E     ;
■i SENT 0-4/ AV 3 < TIME: 1/. ̂ 2 «

* FROM. LT CC FB X* SUBJECT: 4/23 S S T A  HB A MSG *2 *of P R I N T  D A T E : 0 4 / 2 3 / 8 7  T I M E :  1 7 : 3 2
>• * 
- • X Of XX  Of Of Of Of o; Of Of- Of of X- if  Of Of Of #  Of Of w Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of- Of Of Of -X- Of -X Of Of X X Of X X Of X X X Of Of X Of Of Of X

' • • 
Of

D A T E :S I T E  : 
S P O N S O R : 
S U B J E C T : 
M O D E R A T O R :

-^rT,rrrr~237'< ? 3 7 ____________________________ _ ________

v  trf}ir-,T;AMi- <L - J _________________________________________
S E l T T T ^ T ^ . T E  a f f a i r s ________________________

" WH B  E X T E N D I N G  A L A S K A  W O M E N ’ S  C O M M I S S I O N .  
’" . M E L B A _________________________________________

f Z Z . ic. x  .)■; jt  £  % it. % K *. /- H  J( v- X Of X  Of Of Of Of If X Of X X 00 X X •)! X X Of X X X X  X Of Of Of Of 0' Of Of X . Of) Of X X Of Of Of Of Of X Of X 00 X Of Of

* < • *v- r  r* vil  f 'WE\RERRElS£ N I  I N C  ADD R E S S  .1 .  V A L E R I E  T H E R R I E N '  -  FO R THE B I L LANN M A T T H E W " J O H A N S E N  -  FOR THE B I L E
D O N N A  I R O N  T V  F IT •- A G A I N S T  T H E  B I L L  AR E NA  M C I N T Y R E  ~ F O R  T HE  B I L L

P H O N E : *

A

A
)

* 7
* A

r \
«-/ -

O )
» * j

0 , *H. ...)(. , •< y; >X .1 Of XOt :< X X X  XO-Xv X X  X X X X  XX Of X X  X X  X i :  if )f0'.-0i X X  if X .’?X .V “ Of X0f X  )(- H
O B S E R V i  •'
N A ! 1C  \  R  E  P  ft E  .V E  N  T I N  C- A  D  I) R E  S  S P H O N E  4=

2. )

3. >

A . ;

8. > 
o \e * «

10. >Of *• x  X X K  Of X .’ •XX >•• X X Of Of X X  X X  X X X  X  :■ v X X it X J  tOf)f if K "  Of Of X Of X X  X X X  X • ■ Of if Of Of Of X Of X X  x - x x x  X-X



•* Of Of Of X Of « Of Of of X Of Of Of

Of D E L I V E R  TO: LI OC LC M

Of

■if

Of

X

Of

X

Of*

O R IG IN AL 

S E N T : 

FROM • 

S U B J E C T : 

PRIN T DATE

• Of Of Of 'O X Of X K- Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of Of X- of Of X Of Of Of X Of Of Of X Of Of Of Of Of Of- Of Of Of Of

Of 

if A 
Of 

Of

: of04/23/37 TIME: i? 

TJ3€iWK

ETCH IK AN ^EMA IL 53— HB

EME. 17:45

Of

«

! Of »f Of o: -!• Of Of 0? Ov Of H Of X Of •>; )!■ Of Of Of Of -X Of Of f

EM AI L H-3

HERE TO TESTIFY:

*5. P A ME LA VAN U E C H E L — FOR

E O M / J U N E —  KE TC HI KA N



PI

-

. • r'\i* .

H if V. X X  X X X X X X X X X  X X X X X X X X X  X X X X X  « X X- X X X * * * *  « #  X X  X X X X  x  X X *  X X X x  X
■X

XX

x  D E L I V E R  T O :  L I O C L C M  
x
X

oi O R I G I N A L  
x  S E N T  
x  F R O M :  
of S U B J E C T : 
x  P R I N T  D A T E :
Of

0 4 /2 3/ 87
T T T ?

• I M E :  1 7 : 3 7
■ATTTf.'UiN

E  T C P ,  I  !< A  N ^ ? E  M A I L  5 2 H  P  4
7 IME: 17:37

X

x
H

K

X
X

X

X

; * * * X * « # * # * * X X »  # X * * X * X X « » X * * X * * X * # * # > # X » X * * X * X *

EMAIL 52 

HFRE

3. MILES KASTE---■'AGAINST 

4 . JANE T GEORGE-- -FOR

p , S  . P R E V L i a U S  M E S S A G E  S E N T  -  
41 P A U L A  Z I E C L E R - ' - E C r :

u a n d a  J a n s e n  — f o r  .

E U M / J U N L  O lA -

T

COPY R E Q U E S T E D  BY LHSCBLrl

B A R B A R A  L HUNT

REP .ARSON CAP PM 302
4 6 5 - 3 7 2 / 0 1 / 2 0 / 8



*  D E L I V E R  T O :  L I O C L C M
K

x  O R I G I N A L  
* S E N T :
«  F R O M :  
x  S U B J E C T :

0 ^ / 2 3 / 0 7  T I M E :  1 7 : 3 8  

K D D I A k l j f r v ; ;

x PR IN T D A T E S  04/23/37' 7'IME■

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X * X X X X X X ^ . . X X X X X K . X X X X X X X «  * * * * * * * * « * , *

KODIAK P A R T I C I P A N T  LIS7 

S E NA TE ST AT E A F FA IR S 

HB 4 / U ' C H I ^ i l ^ g M M I S S  1 ON

HERE TC(j

I -  M A P C A R E T  M A L LAND w’E A R E  E X P E C T I N G  MCPE PEOP i
TO ARRIVE.



X X- X X  XX X X X  * :(• X X X X  X X  X X X X  X X X X X X X X  XX  XX X X X XX X X  X X X X  y  X XX  X X X X X  X *  

rt D E L I V E R  T o  LIOCLCM •ft
* X
X

x O R I G I N A L
X vrNT: 0 4 / 2 3 / 9 7  TIME: 17:34 *
x FROM: L I OC MA T

)!■ SUBJECT: SEN * ST A F FA IR S HB 4

P R I N T  DATE • 0 4 / 2 3 / 8 7  TIME: 17:34 *
x

V.X * # * *  x X •> «  X x  X X X x x  x  X •> X x X x  *  X .t x  X  x  ■/ o x *  x  y. X x X X X X X • :• *  *  *  *  *  *  * #  x

OF. io L l iHURLEY, IN FAVOR

?. L r S F T F  BOGDA, IA rAVOi 2- '



T O

V  q



* # X X # X # # * * * X K * * # # * # * * . X # X X * * 4 K * * X # X # X X  * # • # # # * * # # * # * * # * * * «

X DE LI VE R TO: L I OC LC M 

x

X OR I G I N A L  

x SENT.

X FROM:

-•• SUBJECT 

x PRINT DATE

0 4 /2 3/ 97 TIME 17.33 

LI OC NQ M

PA RT I C I P A N T  LIST

04/23/97 TI«P

*

x

x

s
X

V

x

x

.  y y  y  4. ^ if. ,t 4. .  y  4f y. y. 4. .u t> .j.y  y  y  .i y y  y  ■ * X \  X  f  X X X  X X  X X  X  X  X  X X  X X  J f  X

THE F O L L O W I N G  PLRSO: 

T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  -

F A TH ER JAMES POOLE,

ARE IN ATTENDANCE

TO fESTTFY FOR

THE SS TA -H B

cr r  v n i  i ' / ' ANY CM/NCES*



ft->:•x >•:- n a k j- >•■>.. i ^

D E L I V E R  TO. LIOCLCM

* O R I G I N A L

* SENT:

X FROM:

X SUBJECT, 

x- P R IN T DAT' 
x

•X X X x -)•: X if }■; .y . y

"I ME; 1C 100 4/23/37 

LXOCPSCr 

P A R T I C I P A N T  TOTALS 0 4 / 2 3 / 8 7  T I N E  ; p J I '

1 x x XX XX x rf X x ** y * X-»*##**# ** „ * ., x - y y ji

MAS

TG n £ SI PVT

r-r-T vw v j .  O



* D E L I V E R  TO: LIOCLCM

*
M

a *• k OR I G I N A L  

x SENT: 

x FROM:
)f S U B J E C T :
¥ OR I N T  DATE:

X

04 / 2 3 / 0 7  TIME: 13:07 

L I OC RI S 

HB A LIST 4-3 
*4 /2 3/ 07 TIME: 18:07

X

f t

14 '   t v * * * # # * * * * - * #  -V -5* *  H * K * * *  * * if « X- >< X # « #  *■# # *  X f f.y .y. y  ;,r. v )( # # # * *  it it X V - V X it X- if if X X it .H  ...... '

O'-
T O  O B S E R V E

y
ARILYN SC H W A R T Z  - A G AI NS T

a RC':*1'" LEE ~ EG



/6
*  X X X- X X X X X  X  K- X *  W *  *  K- #• X  X X  X  X X  X X X X X X  X X X  •!(• x  X X  X X X X X X X X X  X X X H M X X XK D E L I V E R  T O :  L I O C L C M
x

x O R I G I N A L  « S E N Tx FR O M : 
x  S U B J E C T :

• x >:X
X
XX
X0 4 / 2 3 / 8 7  T I M E  57:38 

I t o f' C T T■ r *  >*w.1* - I
S I T K A  PART I Cl RAN IS, UP DATE 

« PR IN T DATE: '04/23/87 T I M E : 17:38
x

x ■:.« y x m x x x -j: >. x * x x ?• »:• h x  x «  ■>. x x * x  x  1 x  x  ?;• x  ■)>:« x  * - •  >. »•: x  x  :•» x  x ••

/ *
APRI L 23, 5 987 S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  

—  ■■
/

E I . A I N  E S U N 7) E /  F A  I I I V  K . L E
F A R T I C l  PANT L I S T

/
/

N A M E ,  R E P R E S E N T : . ’ i f ADDRESS

f  AL IC E JO H N S T O N E  ( P . .  N O T E ,  TIME ::T A ^ N T )  ( F O R ) .  T E S T I F YBE R T H A KARRA.: y r l  A I L  T ) . -iGAliv. ,  i . . . . . . .
M A R C  IA J O H N S O N  {TOP'S . . .y'  .MARi

x :e l l c ■'j ■
P E G G Y  R O G E R S  (FOr . /  

r & L  C A R O L  T U I  TT Y ( A C A i  • *
X  i.Ni J A N Z E N  ( F O R )    .........................  .. . .ERT / A G A I N S T ) . * .  J ^ A N C E S  H A L L G R E W  ( A G A I N S T ).. H E .  M C K E iT Z I E  (.  X  ' .

k .J O  K C N A s L Y  (AT
1.01,'1ST l/CVD 

/

TE ST I F I E D ^  

UNABLE 

OBSE RV ED f P T  iL ST A R T / E N D  T I M E



#  *  #  *  W X *  W K X 3v :(• if *  X .'(■ K- K *  X- X X X «• K " * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  # *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *■ft’
X

33 D E L I V E R  T O :  L I O C L C M  *
X - v
'ft*

x  O R I G I N A L  *
x- SENT: 04/2&SS? TIME: 17:43
»  - R O M  - LTCtfSOp
x- . 7 U A J E C T  r ^ R T T C l P A N T  L I S T  * 2
•X P R I N T  D A T E -  0 4 / 2 3 / 0 7  T I M E : 1 ? : * 1 3 •U
•X
v..){a * ; :  *  a .(■ *  *  )■:■ «  «  > x  *■ x x  * x  x  *  x  x  x  «•/. k  x  *  x  x  x  x  x  *  x  w * x  x  #  x  « v *  x  * x  •>(■ *  *  *  *

)'. x x PARTICIPANT LIST * * *

L I S T  ? 2

/ H B  1 : / W O M E N S  C O M M I S S I O N  T O  T E S T I L Y; J P A N  ‘ T EMN ET T S C H R A D E R  <CLUW) - 2 .

■ — r.. I— —



•K -cit D E L I V E R  T 0 • L I O C L C M  «•
.>• «

K- X-

K GF*! 1  GXI'1!f.L r T v.r • r 7 a ^
/\ /, y 0*7 /O  7 1 h i* ; 1 ■ ■ -f Uac £  C fJ [ v * v /  £ sj/  o r  • L- -xx  P R O M • L I O C R I S  xr n ^ j C i ' T :  HB 4  L i  • • »• * ,.t;; r n N T  B f t T E -  0 V 2 3 / S 7  T I M E :  1 / 3 0

. . . . .  * * * » * « » *  « » * » * * « * * * * * « * « * <  - « “ •*

i* A LAN A PFUNDT m CAINST 

? I it A TRASK - AGAINST 

V. MARILYN G E O R G E  - fOR 

A. F A L L E L  TOLLOCi;



P A R T I C I P A N T  LIST i:

TO TE ST IF Y

5* EVIE WHITE - AGAI NS T 

6* MARY LEON A IV. - AG AI NS T

7. ALICE YOUNG - AGAINST

JCHANNA H U BB AR D - A G AI NS T 

KATHY E M M E N E G G E R  ~ AG AI NS T 

MAR ILYN MEN ISK--MEUCCI UNDEC I BED 

LILA TRASK - A G A I N S T

PL EA SE MOTE: LILA TRASK WAS LI ST ED E A R L I E R  AS WISHING 

TO TESTIFY, SHE W I SH ES TO O B S E R V E  ONLY.

EOM



* * * # * K fc # * K ){• -K ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft « ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft 

ft ft

f t  
f t  
f t  
f t  
f t  
f t

* DELIVER TO LIOCLCM
f t
«

ft ORIGINAL
* S E N T : © 4/ 23/87 TIME: 2 1 : I©
* FROM: LIGCJUN
ft SUBJECT: HB 4 — 4 / 2 3 / 8 7 — W R A NGELL
ft PRINT DATE: 0 4 / 23/87 TIME: 21 M O
ft

f t
f t

ft ft- ft «•« ft ft ft ft « ft ft « ft ft « ft ft- ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft « ft ft ft ft « ft .v ft ft « « ft « ft ft ft « ft ft ft ft. .)< ft ft

TO: L I O C L C M ,LHSCNMB
FROM: M O D E RAT OR WRANGELL
FINAL STAT SHEET F O R : SENATE ST AF/HB 4 — 4 /23/37

X

1<

C

c

(

c
I t

c
TO TESTIFY:

* x

IRENE INGLE, BOX 2 3 7 , W R A N G E L L , AK . 9<??29 •>374-3 7 2 4 )
SUSAN BOWELL, BOX 2 0 3 o, WRANGELL, A!<. 99929 <8 7 4 - 2 1 2 8 )
SANDY A R M ST R 0 N G , B 0 X 2 1 3 , U R A N G E L L , A l< . 99929 (3 7 4 - 2431 )>j  O B S E R V E :
PATRICIA MONK, BOY *0 2 , W R A N G E L L , AK - 99929 (0 7 4 - 3 5 4 6 )
SHARON A MEL INF, BOX 4 4 9 , WRANGElJ., A K « 99901 <074- 3 7 5 3 )
MARY HALING, <374-3 3 4 1 ,
MARLENE BARNES, !?CX 7 0 1 , WRANGELL, Al< . 99929 <8 7 4 -3 9 3 0 )
MARGE SMITH, (£74- 3 6 2 3 )
JUDITH MURDAH, BOX 1 2 2 1 , W R A N G E L L , AK * 99929 (8 7 4 - 2 1 1 5 )
KELLI P R E S C O T T , BOX 4 0 3 , WRANGELL, A K . 99929 (8 7 4 - 3 6 9 1 )
JUDI M U R D A H , B 0 X i 2 2 'i , W R A N G E L L , AK * 9 9929 <8 7 4 -2 1 1 5 )
DEVERIL SOETEDER, >TX 3 6 5 , URAN CELL, A K * 99929 (8 7 4 - 2 1 9 0 )
C H A R M A I N E  FLANGHER, BOX 6 1 5 , WRANGELL, AK * 99929 (0 7 4 -3 5 7 9 )
BETTY GOODWIN, BOX 4 9 7 , WRANGELL, A K . 99929 (3 7 4 - 3 8 2 1 )
P A T RICIA BARTON. BOX 2 1 0 2 , WRANGELL, AK * 99929 <874-219 2 )
SANDRA GRISWOLD, BOX 1 9 7 5 , WRANGELL, A K . 99929 (8 7 4 - 2 4 6 4 )
SANDY CHURCHILL, BOX 4 5 , W R A N G E L L , A K * 99929 (8 7 4 - 2 2 4 7 )
MARY LOU JIMENEZ, BOX 1 5 7 1 , WRANGELL, A K . 99929 (8 7 4 - 2 1 5 9 )

> *

4.

5 . 
6* 

7. 

3*
D A

1 0 . 
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T e s t i m o n y  r e g a r d i n g  TH E  A L A S K A  W O M E N  *S C O M M I S S I O N
A l i c e  Be rgdoll , M e m b e r  of t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  Council, 
M a r c h  27, 1987

A s a m e m b e r  of the  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l  I am 
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of 
t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  d o e s  not  f a i r l y  r e f l e c t  t he  
t u r m o i l  w h i c h  is r e s u l t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  b a l a n c e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in d e f i n i n g  a n d a d d r e s s i n g  w o m e n ' s  issues.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h r e e  r e c e n t  e x a m p l e s  w h i c h  I 
p e r s o n a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d .  In p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m  I h o p e  to 
u n d e r l i n e  wh y  I f o u n d  it n e c e s s a r y  to r e s i s t  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .

H o u s e  H e a r i n g  on HB 4 - 2 / 1 9 / 8 7
At  t h e  J a n u a r y  2 8  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l  

a m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  and  p a s s e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  
C o u n c i l  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n .

W e  d o  not  n a v e  a d v a n c e  a g e n d a s  so  I d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  
t h i s  w o u l d  be an i t e m  up fo r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I d i d  n ot  s p e a k  
a g a i n s t  it as I s h o u l d  h a v e  at t h a t  p oi n t ;  I j u s t  r e m a i n e d  
s i le nt . An a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d  of  t h e  v o t e  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  
b e c a u s e  t h e  C o u n c i l  d o e s  no t h a v e  s t r i c t  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  
H o w ev er , my a b s t a i n i n g  f r o m  v o t i n g  on t h i s  m o t i o n  p r e v e n t e d  
it  f r o m  b e i n g  a u n a n i m o u s  d e c i s i o n .

T h e  d a y  of  t h e  h e a r i n g  I w a s  a s k e d  to  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  
t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B  4, E x t e n d i n g  
t h e  T e r m i n a t i o n  D a t e  of  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I 
d i d  s o  as a p r i v a t e  c it iz en.  I p r e f a c e d  my  c o m m e n t s  by 
s a y i n g  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  I w a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Co u nc il , I wa s 
n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  them.

A f t e r  my t e s t i m o n y ,  C a r l a  Ti m po ne , a r e l a t i v e l y  n ew  
m e m b e r  of t h e  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  Co un c il , i n t e r j e c t e d  a c o n t r a­
d i c t o r y  c o m m e n t  t o  t h e  a f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  h a d  v o t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  s u p p o r t  HB  4. As I s a i d  above, e v e n  t h o u g h  
t h e  m i n u t e s  t o n o t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  I w a s  m a d e  t o  
l o o k  l i k e  I w a s  t e s t i f y i n g  c o n t r a r y  to  a p r e v i o u s  po sit io n.  
M y  c r e d i b i l i t y  as  a w i t n e s s  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  u n f a i r l y  as well 
a s  my r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  es  a p r i v a t e  c iti zen .

A f t e r  th e  h e a r i n g  s h e  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n f r o n t e d  m e s t a t i n g  
t h a t  I s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  s a i d  I w a s  on  t h e  C o u n c i l  if I w a s  
t e s t i f y i n g  ac a p r i v a t e  ci tiz en . I r e m i n d e d  h e r  t h a t  I ha d  
m a d e  t h e  d i s c l a i m e r  t o  c l a r i f y  m y  p o s i t i o n  in t h e  h o p e  t h a t  
t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  w o u l d  n o t  occur.

I c a l l e d  K a r e n  Rich, t h e  C h a i r  of t he  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  
C o u nc il , in an e f f o r t  t o r e s o l v e  t h i s  co nf l i c t .  D u r i n g  our  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  s h e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  me  t h a t  I h a d  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  t h o s e  w o m e n  w h o s e  v i e w p o i n t  I r e p r e s e n t  on t h e  Counc il.  
S h e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o u l d  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  
of  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  be  i n c l u d e d  in an y rec or ds .



Alaska Women's Commission Meeting - 3/24/07

In v i e w  of  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I was  m o r e  t h a n  a l i t t l e  
c o n c e r n e d  to  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  s h e  (Ka ren  R ic h)  t e s t i f i e d  f o r  
t h e  C o u n c i l  b e f o r e  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  at t he  
M a r c h  2 4 m e e t i n g  in June au . B e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  p r i o r  
d i s c u s s i o n  at a n y  of o u r  m e e t i n g  no r d i d  we r e c e i v e  a n y 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e l a t i v e  to t h i s  subje ct,  I w a s  n o t  o n l y  
u n a w a r e  of  h e r  i n t e n t  but  I w a s  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a l s o  d e n i e d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  my c o n s t i t u e n t s .

T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  s e e m s  d o u b l y  i m p o r t a n t  in v i e w  of th e  
f a c t  o u r  m i n u t e s  r e f l e c t  my r e q u e s t s  to  r e v i e w  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o r  a c t i o n  t a k e n  in t h e  n a m e  o f t h e  Co unc il.

U n o f f i c i a l  J u n e a u  W o m e n ' s  C o u n c i l  A c t i o n  - 3 / 2 4 / 0 7

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  at h e r  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  t h e  A l a s k a  
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  on  M a r c h  24 s h e  p r e s e n t e d ,  as o n e  of t h e  
w o r t h w h i l e  p r o j e c t s  o u r  C o u n c i l  di d  t h i s  l a s t  year, t h e  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  C i t y  a n d B o r o u g h  o f J u n e a u  s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  
f o r  sexis m.  T h i s  p r o j e c t  r e p r e s e n t s  an e x a m p l e  of a 
f a i l u r e  o n t h e  p a r t  of t h e  C o u n c i l  to  a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  w h i c h  
a r e  r e l a t i v e  to t h e  n e e d s  of a l l  women. In a dd it io n,  it is 
an e x a m p l e  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  in a p r o j e c t  w h i c h  is u n n e c e s s a r y .  
T h e r e  i s  a s t a t e m e n t  in t h e  c h a r t e r  t h a t  "the  m a s c u l i n e  
g e n d e r  e x t e n d s  t o  an d i n c l u d e s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  g e n d e r  a n d  t h e 
n e u t e r "  ( w h a t e v e r  t h a t  m e a n s ) !  T h e  m i n u t e s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  
t h a t  I o p p o s e d  t h i s  p r o j e c t  n o t  o n l y  as u n n e c e s s a r y  bu t  
u n j u s t i f i a b l y  e x p e n s i v e  s i n c e  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o t h e  c h a r t e r  
r e q u i r e s  e a c h  p a g e  w i t h  a c h a n g e  be p u b l i s h e d  in t h e  p a p e r  
at  t h e  c i t y ' s  expense .



notes on A.1 aska Womens' Commission meeting
3-34-87

9 : 3 0  a.m. R e p o r t  f r o m  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  O n l y  o n e  h e a r d  was  
P a u l a  Z i e g l e r ' s  report.

C o n c e r n e d  W o m e n  of A m e r i c a  g r o u p  f r o m  S i t k a  h a d  s o m e  
c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  the  W o m e n s '  C o m m i s s i o n .  To  f i g h t  them, 
t a l k  a bo ut  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s  on e c o n o m i c  terms.

when  th ey  t al k about, our s u p p o r t i n g  ab ort io n, c o u n t e r  
by s a y i n g  we support, a legal ope ra ti on , a nd  th at  w o m e n  ar e 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  if it. is not funded.

C W A ' s  complaint, about our  a d v o c a c y  for  les bi a ns .  O n l y  
t a l k  a b ou t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on the j o b  is u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
Do not d i s c u s s  m o r a l i t y  of.

C W A ' s  c o m p l a i n t  ♦hat our  c o m m i s s i o n  c o e s  not  r e p r e s e n t  
all women, c o u n t e r  by s a y i n g  " t h e s e  w o m e n  a r e l e f t  o u t  by 
t h ei r ow n choice. T h i s  c .mmission w o r k s  in all areas, 
R e p u b l i c a n i s m ,  d e m o c r a t s  etc.. If t h e y  d o n ' t  a v a i l  
t h e m s e l v e s  of wo rk  of  the  c o m m i s s i o n  it * 3  t h e i r  own  fault.
T a l k  a b o u t  t h e s e  c o m p l a i n t s  .in t h e s e  terms.

C o u n t e r  by t u r n i n g  to the p u r p o s e  of th e c o m m i s s i o n :  
th a t of res ear ch , e d u c a t i o n  and  adv oc acy .

If l e g i s l a t o r s  d i s c u s s  f e a s i l i b i l i t y  of f u n d i n g  cuts,
agree, and  s t a t e  "of course, w e ' r e  w i l l i n g  to t a k e  c u t s . "

Tf l e g i s l a t o r s  s u g g e s t  wo get  u n d e r  th e  a r m  of  EE O  and 
H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  say that  t h e s e  flatter ar e s t a t e  
a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  c a n ' t  d e v o t e  lime to j us t  w om ens ' I s s u e s  
w h i c h  are  so com pl ex , the y can't, a d e q u a t e l y  g i v e  t i m e  to 
the m  nr c h i l d r e n s '  issues.

Tf l e g i s l a t o r  says, if we f u n d  you  t h e n  h a v e  to  t a k e  
m o n e y  f r o m  c r i s i s  c e n t e r  (Kay W a l l i s ' s  baby), da y  c a r e  or 
such, c o u n t e r  by s a y i n g  " F u n d i n g  doesn't, h a v e  to m e a n  t a k i n g  
fr o m o n e  w o m a n ' s  a g e n c y  to another. R e m o v e  f u n d i n g  f r o m  
s o m e  o t h e r  u n r e l a t e d  program.

All of yo u h a v e  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  S e n a t o r s  to  lobby. C u r t  
M e n a r d  an d  Paul F i n c h e r  ar e ve ry  s t r o n g  but s i n c e  F i s c h e r  is 
ver y c o n c e r n e d  about s e n i o r  e i t i z o n  i s s u e s  we will s e n d  D o v e  
Kul.1 to him  an d  let her join t h e s e  i s s u e s  w i t h  s e n i o r  
womens' issues.



T h o s p  for u £3 ar e  FI! 1 ;ir>on, S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  Fa r e n k a m p ,  Ri c k 
Halford, but. th e  p r o b l e m  is, they h a v e  no power. So w e wi ll  
h a v e  to get to Faiks, Bennett. Joe  J o s ep hs on , o u r  friend, 
t o l d  us that A b o o d  an d H e n s l e y  are  sva ya ble . D o n l e y  is a 
ke y vote, (they s t a t e d  why, but c o u l d n ' t  c a t c h  i t . )

Kay W a l l i s  is soft. But if m o n e y  is t a k e n  f r o m  c r i s i s  
center, w o ul d lo s e he r vote. It is g o i n g  to b e t o u g h  in th e 
Senate.

u p d a t e  on P S A ' s  s t a t e w i d e  on t. v. for w o me ns ' h i s t o r y  m o n t h

B a r b  B a k e r s  r e p o r t  on 2 0 0 0  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  for  
d i v o r c e  a n d d i s s o l u t i n  r e s e a r c h  u s i n g  121 v o l u n t e e r  h o u r s  
time, w a n t e d  to i n t e r v i e w  200. l e t t e r s  of i n q u i r y  s e n t  out,
5 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  of mail. 7 P. p e o p l e  a g r e e d  to be i n t e r v i e w e d  re 
c h i l d  support, custody, d o m e s t i c  violence.

9

Q u e s t i o n :  ar e we on t a r g e t  for l e g i s l a t i o n ?

B a r b : N o w  at t r a i n i n g  of  i n t e r v i e w e r s  stage: w o r k i n g  w i t h
C h u r c h  K l i n s  Id, so cia l w o r k  c l a s s  wi t h  UAJ. J u n e  is a
r e a s o n a b l e  d a t e  for co m p l e t i o n .

B e t t y  Ramag e:  is s o I f - c e 1e e t i o n  for i n t e r v i e w i n g  g o i n g  to be 
a p r o b l e m  in s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s u l t s  with t h o s e  w h o  a g r e e  t o  be 
i n t e r v i e w e d ?

Barb: not l o o k i n g  for a p r o b l e m  per se. Man with
d i s s o l u t i o n  s a i d  T p r o b a b l y  d i d n ' t  wa n t to  t a l k  w i t h  him. 
T h e y  t h i n k  d i s s o l u t i o n  and d i v o r c e  a r e  t h e  s a m e  thing.

Chris: da it t r u e  that nil i n t e r v i e w s  ar e  in A n c h o r a g e  so 
far?

Barb: yes

qups: HB 1B9, how will t h i s  r e l a t e  to t h i s?
•  »

Barb: P a u l a  f e el s it w o u l d  be  h e l p f u l  for c o m m i t t e e  to , 
unders ta nd.

Chris: the c o m p l a i n t  is that thi s c o m m i t t e e  c o n t r a c t s  ou t a
lot of work, but- t h e r e  is a l s o  a lot of w o r k  t h a t  we do, 
overs ig ht,  design, m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  g e t t i n g  v o l u n t e e r s

P r o j e c t  Up dat es :



a

Report, from  K a re n Ca nti 1 ! ion, J u n e a u  Wo m e n s '  C o u n c i l

3 f u n c t i o n s :  1. C a n d i d a t e s  night, p u b l i c i z i n g  w h o  we ar e -  
p o s i t i v e  feedback. 2. R e v i e w i n g  c i t y  ch art er . It is c o m p l e t e  
a nd we are tu r n i n g  it. o v e r  to C a r e n  Rob in s on . 3. W o me ns ' 
H i s t o r y  Month. W e ' r e  a d v e r t  ic ing  w o m e n  not o r d i n a r i l y  
o ut st a n d i n g ,  m o n i t o r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  an d t e s t i f y i n g ,  g i v i n g  
s u p p o r t  to womens' gencies. s p r i n g  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e  
.lohbying for wome ns'  c o m m i s s i o n .  K a t h y  B i x b y  is on c o m m i t t e e  
an d is "great with c h i 1d " but s he  s a y s  that  w o n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  
with her work.

R o s a l e e  W a l k e r  and C a r o n  p us h what we. want. Yes, we h a v e  a 
p o s i t i v e  role  now, lard year- T w o u l d  h a v e  to say no. We get 
s t a f f  support. A l i c e  Per g do ll  ac t  as o u r  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  she 
do e s a t r e m e n d o u s  job.

F u n d i n g  is not dif fi cul t to get for o u r  p ro je ct s.  W e  g o t  
f u n d i n g  for our museum, but not for our  p o t l u c k  as w e  a s k e d  
too  late. Mo r e s i s t a n c e  in the co mm u ni ty . We w e r e  g o i n g  to 
p i g g y b a c k  our s u r v e y  on the c o m m u n i t y  survey, but  it n e v e r  
occurred.

Jody ? P re si d e n t  of S i t k a  W o m e n s 'C o u n c i 1. Report.

3 v a c a n c i e s  w e r e  fi l l e d  in J an ua ry  with Ru th  M c K e n z i e ;  S a r a  
Jo r d a n  and G i l b e t h  resigned. T r y i n g  to get m o r e  d i v e r s e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  Our  foe*.::- is the family. S u n j e c t  is t he  
re sul t of n e e d s  a n a l y s i s  p o l l e d  fr o m 87 S i t k a  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
W o me n of the year a w a r d s  w e r e  u n s u n g  h e r o  awards. W e ' r e  
w o r k i n g  on b i c e n t e n n i a l  c o m m i s s i o n  issues. O n e  p r o b l e m  is 
no m i n o r i t y  represent;.! I ion or: counci l.  W e ' r e  c a l l e d  m i d d l e  
class. As k in g A l a s k a  m t  ive s i s t e r h o o d  for s u g g e s t i o n s .  We 
ha ve  n e g a t i v e  p u b l i c  i ma ge  w hi ch  is a s e r i o u s  issue. H o p e  
to h a v e  a re t r e a t  to got to k n o w  each  o t h e r  to help. O u r  
a t t e m p t  M a r c h  14th to support. Ak. Wom e ns ' C o m m i s s i o n  failed. 
On m a r c h  19t.h we o b t a i n e d  a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  T h e  Ak. W om en s ' 
C o m m i s s i o n  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  S i t k a  
W om ens ' Council. That w a r -  nil we c o u l d  get. We  are  
i n v o l v e d  in internal issues. T h e r e  is s o m e  e f f o r t  to b l o c k  
m i n o r i t y  part i c i pat $ on. Assiinbly didn't, a p p o i n t  m i n o r i t y ;  
members. Tf do so now wi 1 1 hr> a d m i t t i n g  m a k i n g  a mistake. 
T've been  a c t i v e l y  rei-vul' ; ng m i n o r i t y  members.



F r a n  I timer w a l k e d  in 1 1 :4G a. m.

T want to  g i v e  yon s o m e  f e e d b a c k  on the  l e g i s l a t i v e  f u t u r e  
of the c o m m i s s i o n  and wish you to r e c e i v e  it in t h e  s p i r i t  
offered. T c h a i r e d  t h i s  in S t a t e  A f f a i r s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e  
t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g  m e s s a g e s  we re  for m i s s i o n s  a nd  a c t i o n s  
e x c e p t  fr om  S i t k a  - ti ght b u d g e t  cu t in a d v o c a c y  an d 
r e s e a r c h .

A f te r bill s t a r t e d  to flow, r e c e i v e d  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  p o s i t i v e  
response, f o l l o w e d  by n eg at i v e :  m i s s i o n  1 -sided, n a r r o w  
focus, h e a r d  f r o m  Juneau, A n c h o r a g e  a n d  Sitka, a n d  S e n a t e  
h e a r d  it was I s i d e d  a n d  d o e s n ' t  li st en  to mo st  c o nc er ns . I 
n e v e r  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  n meeting.

I l i k e  y o u r  res ea rch . Don't k n o w  if w e ' l l  ge t it out  of  th e 
senate. S o m e  t h e r e  w i t h  phi 1 osophic.al p r o b l e m  d e e p e r  than  
o b v i o u s  remarks. Tt. h a s  a c o r n  fi sc al  note. However, the 
G o v e r n o r  h a s  b u d g e t e d  for. ,

Tf you ar e  not t h i n k i n g  of  a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  s h o u l d  
be. T h i n k  of w o r s e  c a s e  sce na ri os ,  way  t h e y  can  be 
c o n t i n u e d  to be w o r k e d  on. " W o m e n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a r e  s u p e r b  
at d o i n g  w it hou t r e s o u r c e s "  (Exact qu ot e! )

H e r o  ar e  c o p i e s  of le tter for c o m m i s s i o n  w r i t t e n  to C o k e  
Oiness. T h a v e  a copy. Y o u ' d  s h a r e d  w i t h  me t h r o u g h  a 
l e t t e r  that t h e r e  wa s  that concern. W e d o n ' t  f o c u s  our  
p r o g r a m  on their co nc er ns , a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  ar e  

• important.

T don't h a v e  any  p r o b l e m s  with the c o m m i s s i o n .  I say, "show 
me a p o l i t i c i a n  w ho  i s n ' t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  an d  I'll s h o w  you 
o n e  wh o i n n 'f working. "

p. m. n ot es

P a t t y  Knst.el.ic, E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  to the G o v e r n o r  was
b e i n g  a s k e d  a q u e s t i o n  by W e n d y  Redman.

•

We ndy : L o b b y  t h e  p e o p l e  in c h a r g e  of th e  lobbying. We  n e e d
to be put on t h a t  list. Y o u ' r e  ou r o n l y  hope.

Patt.y:T'.ll c o n t i n u e  to p r e s s u r e  here. be real s p e c i f i c  w it h 
G o v e r n o r  tonight,. S t a t e  w h i c h  c o m m i t t e e s  a r e  c a u s i n g  
p r o b l e m s  a n d  wh o th e p e o p l e  a r e  in t h o s e  c o m m i t t e e s  w ho  a r e 
c a u s i n g  problems.

quest: what h a v e  you h m r i f  in i espoct. t o r e s i s t a n c e ?

Patty: b o t t o m  lino ir m o n e y .  G o m e  c o n c e r n  that, c o m m i s s i o n  
o n l y  r e p r e s e n t s  o n e  v i e w p o i n t . *



B e t t y  R a ma ge : t h e r e  is o v e r a l l  s u p p o r t ,  j u s t  " l i t t l e
g l i t c h e s "  h e r e  an d there.P a t t y :T '11 ma k e s u r e  th e y a r e  I n c l u d e d  i n  o u r  F r i d a y  
meeting, wh ic h is on p r i o r i t y  l eg is l a t i o n ,  s o  t i m i n g  i s  
good. I'll se e that. Bolt a n d  G e o r g e  a r e  at .  t h e  h o u s e  t o n i g h t  
( r e c e p t i o n  for c o m m i s s i o n  at G o v ' s  m a n s i o n ) .  E v e r y o n e  o f  y o u  t a l k  to e v e r y o n e  of them. Fay, t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  i s  w e r e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  people.

K a r e n  Cant.illion: we w r o t e  l et t e r  to the a s s e m b l y  and
o u t l i n e d  m e m b e r s h i p  q u o t a s  a n d  a c t i v e l y  l o b b i e d  m i n o r i ti es .

Kris: what do counci Is look to Ak. W m ' s  cl for?

Karen: for a s t a t e w i d e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
g i v e  gu idance.

Jody: I p r o m i s e d  o n e  m e mho:  l.o tell this, g r o u p  t h a t  t h e y  d o
not. feel t h e r e  is a n y  n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  
a n y o n e  fr om  a " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  group.

Kris: A p p o i n t m e n t s  to b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s  a r e  o p e n  to 
all. T h e r e  is no l i t m u s  tost. t.o get on as far as l i b e r a l  o r  
c o n s e r v a t i v e . .

Pat: we don't, m a k e  recnmmendnt. i ons. Is t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  we
can  d o  as a c o m m i s s i o n  In h e l p  you  in Sitka, Tody?

Eliz. K e n n e d y :  " No, it i s  t o o  d e l i c a t e . "

B ett y R am ag e:  Po all w o m e n  on t h e  c o u n c i l  s u p p o r t  th e
counci 1?

Jody: Nr>, just w o r k i n g  w i t h i n  t.o d es tr u ct .

Kris: a h o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  h as  a mandate. Tf m e m b e r s
d o n' t s u p p o r t  the m a n d a t e  a n d  it d o e s n ' t  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  
views, the y s h o u l d n’t b e  on t h e  b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e r e  
are  o t h e r  w a y s  to w o r k  a g a i n s t ,  it.. (Comment, o f  typist: how  
d o e s  this s t a t e m e n t  j i b e  wi t h her o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t  that 
b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  a r e  o p e n  t o  all?)

.Tody: T h e  a s s e m b l y  has  b ee n a s k e d  t . o  r e v i s e  p r o c e s s  b y
B u s i n e s s  a n d nrofpsslon.il w o m e n  who w i l l  a t t a c k  t h e  b y - l a w s .  
We a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  t.hey appoint, p e o p l e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  g o a l s  o f  c o u n c i l .  ( c o m m e n t  of  typist: T t h o u g h t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n
s t a t e d  that t.hey r e p r e s e n t e d  a 1 1 women a n d  t h u s  t h e y  w o u l d  a l l  wo>*k t o g e t h e r  to a cn mp ror  i s o  p o s i t i o n .  Now t h e y  a r e  
s a y i n g  t h e r e  is o n l y  o n e  way to thin k?)



2 : 0 0  p u b l i c  ro m m p n t  
P eg Mantel a. R p p r p s o n t  at i ve Kay R r o w n  is c i r c u l a t i n g  a 

d r a f t  of a bill on p a r e nt al  leave a n d  is a s k i n g  the  
c o m m i s s i o n  for a s t a t e m e n t  of support. It is a c o m p a n i o n  
bill  to J o s e p h s o n :  S R 1 2 4  w i t h  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Se e  
attached.

O p p o s i t i o n  to  t h i s  bill is o r g a n i s e d  a n d  strong, e s p e c i a l l y  
in the s t a t e  and local c ha mb ers . You n e e d  to h e l p  us get 
m e di ca l an d o t h e r  g r o u p s  wi t h k n o w l e d g e  a n d  w h o  w o u l d  
s u p p o r t  th is  bill.

2 : 4 5  p u b l i c  comment. c o n t i n u e d  with  s t a t e m e n t  to A l l e n  S t e i n  
" y o u  h a v e  o n l y  5 m i n u + c o  to t e s t i f y "  ( c o m m e n t  of  .typist: as 
you c o u l d  expect, P>->g M n n t e l n  P. Kay B r o w n  h a d  u n l i m i t e d  
1.1 me 1

A l le n S t e i n  sa.id c u s t o d y  l e g i s l a t i o n  is e x t r e m i s t  a n d  t h e r e  
is a movement, to scult e this bill as Av, G. ass, M a r y  a l i c e  
M a c K i n n o n  , o p p o s i t i o n  from S h e r r i e  Go l l ant others. W o m e n  
can 't  bargain. Tf a l l e g a t i o n s  of se:-: or ph, j ic al  abuse, 
r e m e d i a t i o n  k i c k e d  nui . Poor p e o p l e  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  court, 
s o m e  of you h e r e  favor a d v o c a c y  ad litem. T h i s  bill  is h e l d  
h o s t a g e  by S h e r r i e  Goll. T r a g i c  if d i d n ' t  s u p p o r t  m e d i c a l  
hill. P a r t i e s  pay for mediator.

2: fin panel d i s c u s s i o n :  M y r i M u ns on ,  Sen. Halfor d, S h e r r i e  
Goll, J o h n n y  E l l i s

Ellis: s p e n d  m o r e  on t h e  g r o w t h  of a t r e e  t h a n  a child.

Ha l f or d:  W h a t ' s  h a p p e n e d  is a f u n d i n g  of  h u m a n  p r o g r a m s  as:
25 -40V. ed.
12. 19 H. E. S. S
1985 tt 1 s t a t e  for s p e n d i n g  in n o n - s t a n d a r d  t h i n g s  
e i e m  ed. 48t h in n a t i o n  by 5 of budget, 
h i g h e r  ed. 48t h
pu b w e l f a r e  Ak ir 5nt.h 8. IV - n 1985 t o 2 2 . 2 ?  natl.
72!£ m a l e s  a r e  mai riod, 27*< of wm marrie d.  An c 45*/ wm 
widowed, GOY of men h a v e  f imi ly n e a r  them, 20*/ of wm do.
Will u se  t h i s  inf o for A n c h o r a g e  c a u c u s  a n d  c h i l d r e n s ' s  . 
caucus. N e e d  to r e d u c e  s p e n d i n g  but i n c r e a s e  a l l o c a t i o n  for 
h u m a n  service.

Opposed. On! a nut of AF^C rl. T a k i n g  it. ou t  t a k e s  $ 1 2 . 0 0  out 
of m o n t h l y  check. 1/2 we s a v e  is ou t of Fed. funds. 100*/ 
w o me n take a p o s i t i o n  ag a i n s t  gov.

Munson. F u l l y  f u n d e d  for e n t i t l e m e n t  pr ogr am . G r a n t s  
program. G en era l r e l i e f  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  s e r v e d  s i n g l e  
people. 1/2 ar e s i n g l e  !5*/. •-ouples, all re st  a r e  family. 
F a m i l i e s  n e e d i n g  h o u s i n g  a s s i s t a n c e .  P e o p l e  b e i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  re placed. Ifnmef n e e d s  en or mo us .



El l i s :  T h o s e  of us w h o  ar e a d v o c a t e s  fo r c h i l d r e n s  p r o g r a m s  j
t o o k  charge. A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n s '  We e k . C a p s  h a v e  d r i v e n  
things. C n w p e r s  n u m b e r s  is budget, caps. . gaps, c o n c e r n e d  th at
c h i l d r e n s '  c o m m i s s i o n  m a n d a t e  is so broad. 15 m e m b e r s  of 
t h a t  co m m i s s i o n .  H a l f o r d  f o r m i n g  c h i l d r e n s '  ca uc us.  M a r k  
Boyer. C o l a  e l i m i n a t e d  7 1 0 . 7 7  not l o o k e d  at f a v o r a b l y  by my !
c o m m i t t e e .  E a r l y  i n t n r v n n  t i on grnnt.c. R a t i o n a l e  to  g u i l t  
tr i p pi ng s.  F a i r b a n k s  y o u t h  f a c i l i t y  will  be open. D o m e s t i c  
a s s a u l t  B r o w n  l o b b y i n g  for t r a i n i n g  grant. P r o g r e s s  on
f o u n d a t i o n s  pro gr am s.  Ma te ri al  p r e p a r e d  by B o y e r  ca n  g i v e  
you. K i n d e r g a r t e n  bill p a s s e d  oput. A lot of  emo ti on , but 
p a s s e d  out..

C r o a t  t i m e  to i n t r o d u c e  1st p h a s e  o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  . In 
C l o c k s i n  d a y s  to im pl em en t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s t u d y  w o u l d  c o s t  
29  million. Will  tr y for 7 ye a r p h a s e d  in by 1/2 s t e p s  an d  
th e n ii w o n ' t  he so thr •at.er, i ng to DO T  a n d  D e p t  (?) P u b l i c  
Safety. t

•
S h e r r i e :  n o , 2 years, 7 up and 2 down. b e t t e r  chance.

Ellis, T t h o u g h t  it w a s  for 7 p h a s e d  in.

S h e r r i e :  no, 2

Mik.los: P u b l i c  Safety, v i ol en t c r i m e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  board.
5 8 , 0 0 0  in g en er al  f u n ds  " go in to grants. C o u n s e l i n g  
medi ca l se rvices.

S h e r r i e :  2.4 mil for c h i l d  all in D C A F  e d u c  in t r a i n i n g  
grants. 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  is th e  increas e. H e n d s t a r t  r e c e i v i n g  no 
incr eas es.  Mo g e n e r a l  funds to h e l p  out. 18 l e g i s l a t i o n  
p i e c e s  to c h i l d r e n s '  caucus, s o  m a n y  a d v o c a t e s .  H a v e  p o l i c y  
m o v e  b u d g e t  put. h e a l t h  n u r s e s  d o w n  to 1974 level. I n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  out. 18'/. O n l y  m o v e  m o n e y  will s o l v e  t h e  problem.

Ha l f or d:  I n f o r m a t i o n  b a s e  is m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  p o w e r  base.
D ra w out of a g e n c i e s  what they won't, t.e.1 1 us. W e  put  40 mil 
b a c k  in budget, on (? m»-d i <'~t re ) the info w a s  d e v a s t i n g  P R O V I D E  
THE TNFP

«
Muns on:  that, is cor re. t. vr* w e r e  not a s k e d  to s k e w
s t a t i s t i c s  or r ep ro ne n*  i *  in a m o r e  f a v o r a b l e  light. C u t e  
nest  up will h a v e  d e v a s t a t i n g  effects. Hew m u c h  c o n c e n s u s  
is t h e r e  for wo me ns ' n e e d s  and  c h i l d r e n s ?  We  h a v e n ' t  d o n e  a 
g o o d  job of s e l l i n g  needs.

Betty: is t h er e a c h a n g e  in m o o d  t o w a r d s  w om en s'  p r o g r a m s  
that, it may h a v e  beer, too l o w 0

H a l f o r d :  I c a m e  in to legj lat.ure with c o n s e r v a t i v e  
rhetoric. T h e  r h e t o r i c  g o e s  on an d n o t h i n g  ch an ge s.  I say
i f  t h i n g s  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e ,  ' u n d  t h i n g s  t h n t  b r e a t h e  f i r s t .  Out
cf  p h a s e  to (?) w i n n i n g  b.att le o v e r  time.




