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TO STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

FROM: H.A."RED"™ BOUCHER

DATE MAY 13, 1987

RE HB 308 AN ACT RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION

The major feature of the "motor voter™ bill is to provide
additional means for people to register to vote, update thel.
existing registration, or cancel a registration In another state
— while they are applying for a driver®s license. Motor Voter
legislation has been adopted in Arizona (1983), Colorado (1985)
and Michigan (1975) with an increase of 16% to the registered
rolls.

The procedure for registering would not consume much time (less
than 2% 1n Arizona) or place an excessive burden on Department of
Motor Vehicle (ODMV) personnel. Both Division of Elections and
DMV require the same information. DMV personnel would post
signs, help with the forms, and forward the forms to the Division
of Elections for verification.

Currently in Alaska, voter registration forms are available in
some DMV offices, but not iIn Anchorage or Fairbanks. Where the
forms are available, DMV does not assist in filling out the forms
nor docs i1t forward the forms to Division of Elections.
Approximately 60% of Alaskans are registered to vote, although
Division of Elections has no firm numbers on this.
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The Division of Elections has reviev/ed Senate Bill 308 and
supports 1its provisions. It should ba pointed out that for
many years, the Division has enjoyed a cooperative
association with the Department of Public Safety through
which, most motor vehicle registration outlets already
provide voter registration services.

Among the most active outlets are Juneau, Haines, Sitka,
Ketchikan, Kodiak, Nome, Fairbanks, Tok and Anchorage. The
Nome Election Supervisor has also contacted Barrow, Bethel
and Kotzebue to encourage their participation, and the
Anchorage motor vehicle office has requested a re-training
session which iIs expected to take place iIn the near future.

In general, the Division has received positive support from
the motor vehicle offices currently providing voter
registration services.

Late
Deputy Director
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BILL NO; CSHB 308 (SA) am DATE:  3/2/88

TITLE; "An Act relating to voter CONTACT*" N* Dulany
registration.” ’ 269-5551
This bill requires the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to offer voter

registration to persons applying for a driver's license, identification card
issued under AS 18.65.310, or vehicle registration under AS 28.10.

The Division currently registers voters in all field offices but Anchorage
without regard to the person's intent to utilize other DMV services. The only
possible drawback to the imposition of voter registration in the Anchorage
field office may be longer v/aiting periods for the public, cue to the large
volume of regular motor vehicle transactions handled daily by that office,

The Department supports this bill.
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