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Representative H. A. “Red” Boucher

TO STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
FROM: H.A."RED" BOUCHER
DATE MAY 13, 1987
RE HB 308 AN ACT RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION

The major feature of the "motor voter" bill is to provide 
additional means for people to register to vote, update thei. 
existing registration, or cancel a registration in another state 
—  while they are applying for a driver's license. Motor Voter 
legislation has been adopted in Arizona (1983), Colorado (1985) 
and Michigan (1975) with an increase of 16% to the registered 
rolls.

The procedure for registering would not consume much time (less 
than 2% in Arizona) or place an excessive burden on Department of 
Motor Vehicle (DMV) personnel. Both Division of Elections and 
DMV require the same information. DMV personnel would post 
signs, help with the forms, and forward the forms to the Division 
of Elections for verification.
Currently in Alaska, voter registration forms are available in 
some DMV offices, but not in Anchorage or Fairbanks. Where the 
forms are available, DMV does not assist in filling out the forms 
nor docs it forward the forms to Division of Elections. 
Approximately 60% of Alaskans are registered to vote, although 
Division of Elections has no firm numbers on this.
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The Division of Elections has reviev/ed Senate Bill 308 and 
supports its provisions. It should ba pointed out that for 
many years, the Division has enjoyed a cooperative 
association with the Department of Public Safety through 
which, most motor vehicle registration outlets already 
provide voter registration services.
Among the most active outlets are Juneau, Haines, Sitka, 
Ketchikan, Kodiak, Nome, Fairbanks, Tok and Anchorage. The 
Nome Election Supervisor has also contacted Barrow, Bethel 
and Kotzebue to encourage their participation, and the 
Anchorage motor vehicle office has requested a re-training 
session which is expected to take place in the near future.
In general, the Division has received positive support from 
the motor vehicle offices currently providing voter 
registration services.
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o H
w T h i s  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  the D i v i s i o n  o f  Motor  V eh ic le s  (DMV) to  o f f e r  v o te r
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a  The D i v i s i o n  c u r r e n t l y  r e g i s t e r s  v o te r s  in  a l l  f i e l d  o f f i c e s  but Anchorage
^  °  w i thout  regard  to the p e r s o n ' s  i n t e n t  to u t i l i z e  o the r  DMV s e r v i c e s .  The o n l y

p o s s i b l e  drawback to  the im po s i t i on  o f  v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  in  the Anchorage
f i e l d  o f f i c e  may be l o n g e r  v/ait ing pe r i od s  f o r  the p u b l i c ,  cue to the l a r g e

w volume o f  r e g u l a r  motor v e h i c l e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  handled d a i l y  by that  o f f i c e ,w a
The Department suppo r t s  t h i s  b i l l .
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