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CHAIRMAN

D A T E : 08 M A Y  1 9 8 7

TO: S E N A T O R  J A N  F A I K S  
P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  S E N A T E

F R O M :  S E N A T O R  M I T C H  A B O O D ,  C H A I R M A N
S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S U B J E C T :  G O V E R N O R ' S  A P P O I N T M E N T

P u r s u a n t  t o  y o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S
3 9 . 0 5 . 0 8 0 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  h a s  h a d  
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  M a j o r  
G e n e r a l  J o h n  W. S c h a e f f e r ,  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  a s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s .

T h e r e  w e r e  n o  s t a t e d  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  M a j o r  
G e n e r a l  J o h n  W. S c h a e f f e r ,  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  b y  c o m m i t t e e  
m e m b e r s .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t e  a n  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  v o t e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  joajned a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  j o i n t c o n f i r m a t i o n .

e  J o s e p h s o n

S e n a t o r  W i l l i e  H e n s l e
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BRIGADIER GENERAL-SELECTEE JOHN W. SCHAEFFER 

Adjutant General

Brigadier Generai-Selectee John W, Schaeffer ia the Adjutant 
General for the Alaska National Guard and Commissioner of the 

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.

General Schaeffer was born March 30, 1939 in Kotzebue,
Alaska. After attending Mt. Edgecumbe High School in Sitka, he 
began his military career as a private with the lBt Scout 
Battalion, Alaska Army National Guard. Upon graduation from the 
Infantry Officers Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia, he 
was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant on October 2, 1958. He is 

Airborne and Special Forces qualified. The General is a graduate 
of the Army's Command and General Staff College.

Prior to his selection as Adjutant General, General Schaeffer 
served as Assistant Adjutant General (Army). Previous assignments 

since his enlistment, ia 1957, included Chief of Staff for the 

Alaska Army Nations Guard's State Area Command, Commander of the 

Guard's 1st Scout Ba :talion, Nome, and 3rd Scout Battalion, 
Kotzebue, plus several key staff poaitions at the Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs headquarters in Anchorage.

In his civilian career, General Schaeffer waB recently 
elected o b  Mayor of the the newly established Northwest Arctic 
Borough. He previously served as President of the NANA Regional 

Corporation for the past fourteen years. Prior to that assignment 

he served as a technician with the Alaska Army National Guard, As 
a distinguished civic leader he has had such varied assignments as 
a University of Alaaka regent and has held membership on the 

Federal-State Land Use Planning Commission. He has also served on 
numerous other national and state advisory boards.

His awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal,

BG NoyeB Award, Alaska Distinguished Service Medal, Alaska Commen­
dation Medal, Alaoka Disaster Award, and the Alaska National Cuard 

Longevity Medal. #

He  w a s  p r o m o t e d  a n d  f e d e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  os a C o l o n e l  on 

March 22, 1985 and r e c e i v e d  a ntate p rom o t io n  to B r i g a d i e r  C c n c r a l  

on O c t o b e r  17, 1906. He w i l l  r e a c h  the m i n i m u m  time in grade 

t h r e s h o l d  fo r f e d e r a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  on M a r c h  23, 1987.

General Schaeffer io married to the former Hary Hovarth.

They have nine children and nine grandchildren,
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OFFIC IAL BUSINESS

Alaska £?>tate Hegtelature 
S e n a t e

<©ffice of tfje S e c r e t a r y

February 11, 1987

ME M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Abood, Chairman
State Affairs Committee

FROM: Peggy M u l ligan
Secretary of the Sena

RE: C o n firmat ion of Governor's A ppointees

Pursuant to AS 39.05.080 (statute attached), President Faiks 
has referred the positions n o t e d  to your committee for a 
hearing, recomme ndation and report:

Department of Admi ni s t r a t i o n  
Commissioner Ga rrey M  Peska

Department of M i l i t a r y  and Veterans Affairs 
Major General John W. Schaeffer, Adjut a n t  Genera 1

Resumes are attached.

Enclosure

PO. BOX V 
CAPITOL BUILDING 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
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in jo in t  session, these orders becom e effective a t a 
d a te  thereaf r to  be designated by th e  governor.

SECTION 24. Each principal d e p a rtm e n t shall 
be u n d e r the  supervision o f  the  governor.

SECTION 25. T he head o f  each principal d ep art­
m e n t shall be a single executive unless otherw ise 
p rovided  by law . He shall be appo in ted  by  th e  gov­
e rn o r , subject to  confirm ation  by  a  m ajo rity  o f  the 
m em bers o f  th e  legislature in jo in t  session, and 
shall serve a t  the  pleasure o f  th e  '" 'v e rn o r, except 
as otherw ise provided in  th is artiCi- w ith respect to  
th e  lieu tenan t governor. The heads o f  all principal 
d ep artm en ts  shall b e  citizens o f  th e  U nited  States.

(T h e  am endm ent  to  this section *  as approved by the voters 
of  th e  stale August 2 5 .  1970 and becam e effective O ctober  10. 
1 9 70 .  T he  words ‘V t i e u i y  o f  state** were changed to  “ lieutenant 
governor*".) .

SECTION 26. W hen a board  o r  com m ission is a t 
th e  head  o f a  principal d ep a rtm en t o r  a regulatory  
o r  quasi-jud icik  agency, its m em bers shall be ap­
p o in te d  by th e  governor, sub jec t to  confirm ation  
by  a  m ajority  o f  th e  m em bers o f  th e  legislature in 
jo in t  session, and m ay  be rem oved as provided by 
law . T hey shall b e  citizens o f  th e  U nited  States. 
T h e  board o r  com m ission m ay ap p o in t a principal 
execu tive o fficer w hen au tho rized  by law , b u t the 
a p p o in tm e n t shall b e  sub ject to  th e  approval o f  the 
governor.

SECTION 27 . T he  governor m ay m ake ap p o in t­
m en ts  to  fill vacancies occurring during a recess o f  
th e  legislature, in offices requiring  confirm ation  by 
th e  legislature. T he du ra tion  o f  such appo in tm en ts  
shall be prescribed b y  law.

A RTICLE IV 

THE JU D IC L \R Y

SECTION 1. T he  judicial pow er o f  th e  S tate is 
vested  in a suprem e cou rt, a superio r c o u rt and the  
c o u rts  established by  the  legislature. The jurisdic­
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tion  o f courts shall be prescribed by  law . The 
courts  shall co n s titu te  a unified judicial system  for 
operation  and adm in istra tion . Judicial d istric ts 
shall be established b y  law.

SECTION 2. (a) T he suprem e court shall be th e  
highest court o f  th e  S ta te , w ith final appellate  ju ­
risd iction . It shall consist o f three justices, one o f  
w hom  is chief ju stice . The num ber o f justices m ay 
be increased by  law  upon  the request o f  the  su ­
prem e court.

(b) The chief justice  shall be selected from  a- 
m ong the  justices o f  th e  suprem e court by  a m ajor­
ity  vote o f  th e  justices. His term  o f  office as 
ch ief justice is th ree  years. A justice m ay, serve 
m ore than one te rm  as chief justice but he m ay n o t 
serve consecutive term s in th a t office.

(T h r  amrndmt-nl to  this  section was approved bv the  voters o f  
the state August 25 .  1 9 70  and became effective October  10, 1970. 
Subsection (b) was added .)

SECTION 3. The superior court shall be the  trial 
cou rt o f general ju risd ic tion  and shall consist o f  
five judges. The n u m b er o f judges m ay be changed 
by law.

SECTION 4. Suprem e court justices and superio r 
court judges shall be  citizens o f the U nited  S ta te r 
and of the S ta te , licensed to  practice law  in th e  
S ta te , and possessing any additional qualifica tions 
prescribed by law . Judges o f o ther courts  shall be 
selected in a m anner, fo r term s, and w ith qualifica­
tions prescribed by  law .

SECTION 5. T he governor shall fill any vacancy 
in an office o f  suprem e court justice o r superio r 
court judge by appo in ting  one o f two or m ore p e r­
sons nom inated by  th e  judicial council.

SECTION 6. Each suprem e court ju stice  and 
superior court judge shall, in the m anner provided 
by law, be sub jec t to  approval or rejection  on  a 
nonpartisan ballo t a t  the first general election  held

V)
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P u b l i c  O f f i c e r s  and E m p l o y e e s .
C H A P T E R  05. v'
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  A p p o i n t m e n t ,  and Tenure .
A R T I C L E  2.
N o m i n a t i o n  . a n d  C o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  A p p o i n t i v e  ' O f f i c e r s .

T A T I O N  Sec. 3 9 . 0 5 . 0 8 0 .
T C H  L I N E

P R O C E D U R E  F O R  A L L  A P P O I N T M E N T S .
A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  in the f o l l o w i n g  manneri

(1) T h e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s hall’, w i t h i n  30 d a y s  o f  / 
the c o n v e n i n g  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in r e g u l a r  se ssion; p r e s e n t ”' 
to the l e g i s l a t u r e  for c o n f i r m a t i o n  the names o f  the

/  f o l l o w i n g  personsi (A) p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  to a p o s i t i o n  or 
m e m b e r s h i p  w h o  h a v e  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  b y  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  or e i t h e r  h o u s e  of it) (B) p e r s o n a  a p p o i n t e d  by 
h i m  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  to f i l l  a n  e x i s t i n g  p o s i t i o n  or 
m e m b e r s h i p  v a c a n c y j  (C) p e r s o n s  to b e  a p p o i n t e d  s u b j e c t  to 
c o n f i r m a t i o n  to fill a p o s i t i o n  o r  m e m b e r s h i p  the t e r m  of 
w h i c h  s h a l l  e x p i r e  b e f o r e  J u l y  2, f o l l o w i n g  the s e s s i o n  of 
the l e g i s l a t u r e .  If an a p p o i n t m e n t  is m a d e  a f t e r  the 
d e a d l i n e  b u t  w h i l e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  is in session, the 
a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  shall, w i t h i n  f i v e  c a l e n d a r  days a f t e r  
the a p p o i n t m e n t  is made, p r e s e n t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  
c o n f i r m a t i o n  the n a m e  o f  the p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d .  T h e  d e a d l i n e  
m a y  b e  e x t e n d e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  the a p p r o v a l  of a 
c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n .

(2) W h e n  a p p o i n t m e n t s  are p r e s e n t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  
f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n ,

(A) the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  s h a l l  
a s s i g n  the n a m e  o f  c a s h  a p p o i n t e e  to a s t a n d i n g s
ecommittee'^>^,T<that^house’»f o r ^ a ^ h e a r i n g  ,— repQr.t-c.and, 
fr e e o n m e n d a t i o n ' P * s t a n d i n g’!TCOmmTtteeSiro f K the-l’two h o u s e s  
c as B i g n e d ^ h e r s a m e ~ p e r  s Qn~8~.nan}e;rvf or?:.consideration ' m a y  
^eetrrjoin’rlyra>^'COn8'i'dei?wthe';rq u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  ~.thea 
^parfl'6n1i,appointedrt^nd mayT^L’s s u e ^ e l t h e r r a - s  ep arate 
j ointerepoxtsandjcr e c o m m e n d a  t T o n - c o n e  e m i n g - d J a a  tr p e r  s o n ;

(B) the l e g i s l a t u r e  shall, b e f o r e  the e n d  o f  the . 
s e s s i o n  in w h i c h  the a p p o i n t m e n t s  ar e p r e s e n t e d ,  in 
j o i n t  s e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d ,  a ct on the a p p o i n t m e n t s  b y  
c o n f i r m i n g  or d e c l i n i n g  to c o n f i r m  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of 
all of the m e m b e r s  the a p p o i n t m e n t s  p r e s e n t e d .
(3) W h e n  the l e g i s l a t u r e  d e c l i n e s  to c o n f i r m  an 

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  the legislature, s h a l l  n o t i f y  the a p p o i n t i n g  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  its a c t i o n  a n d  a v a c a n c y  in the p o s i t i o n  o r  
m e m b e r s h i p  e x i s t s  w h i c h  the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  fill 
by m a k i n g  a n e w  a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e  n e w  a p p o i n t m e n t  s h a l l  be„ 
p r e s e n t e d  for c o n f i r m a t i o n  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  20 - 
c a l e n d a r  days f o l l o w i n g  r e c e i p t  b y  the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  
of the l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of its r e f u s a l  to c o n f i r m  
the p r i o r  a p p o i n t m e n t .  If the n a m e  o f  a p e r s o n  is s u b m i t t e d  
a n d  is n o t  c o n f i r m e d ,  the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  m a v  not. u p o n  * ^

resubinission o f  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  s u b m i t  a g a i n  the n a m e  of the
p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  w a s  r e f u s e d  for the s a m e  p o s i t i o n ^  j*-
or m e m b e r s h i p  d u r i n g  the s e s s i o n  o,f’the l c g i s l a t u ; e  at w h i c h  £
c o n f i r m a t i o n  w a s  refus e d .  T h e  p e r s o n  w h o s e  n a m e  i* r e f u s e d  
f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  n o t  t h e r e a f t e r  b e  Jit}*
a p p o i n t e d  to the p o s i t i o n  or m e m b e r s h i p  d u r i n g  the i n t e r i m  WtlSi
b e t w e e n  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s ions.  F a i l u r e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to 
a ct to c o n f i r m  o r  d e c l i n e  to c o n f i r m  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  d u r i n g
the s e s s i o n  in w h i c h  the a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  is jsjjl
t a n t a m o u n t  to a d e c l i n a t i o n  o f  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o n  the day the
s e s s i o n  a d j o u r n s .  vjf;

(4) P e n d i n g  c o n f i r m a t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  by 
the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  p c r o o n r  a p p o i n t e d  shall e x e r c i s e  the
f unctions, a n d  h a v e  the p o w e r s  a n d  be c h a r g e d  w i t h  the duties 
p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law f o r  the a p p o i n t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o r  m e m b e r s h i p .

(Sec. 4 ch 64 S L A  1 9 5 5 j a m  sees. 1 - 3 ch 1 S L A  1 9 6 4 i a m  sec. 1 t§A
ch 2 S L A  1 9 6 7 j a m  sec. 1 ch 65 S L A  1974> a m  sec. 2 ch 82 S L A  K B S
1 9 7 5 )




